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REPORT 


OF  THE 


Superintendent  of  Public  Insttrucion. 


Department   of   Public   Instruction, 

Harrisburg,  Pa.,  October   7,   1908. 

To  His  Excellency  Edwin  B.  Stuart,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania: 
Dear  Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  law,  I  have 
the  honor  herewith  to  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Instruction  for  the  school  year  ending  June  1, 
1908,  being  the  seventy-fifth  report  upon  the  public  schools  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFER, 
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COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSVLVAN1A, 

Department  of  Public  Instruction. 


State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Eepresentatives: 

Gentlemen:  In  making  the  annual  report  upon  the  public  schools 
of  Pennsylvania,  I  shall  confine  myself  to  a  discussion  of  the 
schools  as  they  are,  and  shall  leave  to  the  Educational  Commis- 
sion the  recommendation  of  new  legislation.  This  Commission  was 
created  to  prepare  a  new  school  code  by  omitting  obsolete  portions 
of  law  and  by  combining  into  one  what  should  be  retained  of 
existing  laws,  or  added  by  way  of  new  legislation.  The  Act  of 
Assembly  makes  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Commission.  The  other  six  are  members  by  appoint- 
ent,  and  their  mature  wisdom  and  long  experience  in  school  affairs 
are  well  known  throughout  the  State.  For  the  purpose  of  fully 
ascertaining  the  needs  of  our  school  system  and  the  defects  that 
should  be  remedied,  they  invited  leading  citizens  and  teachers 
to  make  suggestions  in  writing,  or  to  appear  before  them  in  person. 
The  results  of  their  work  will  be  submitted  in  the  month  of  Feb- 
ruary, and  I  commend  their  conclusions  to  our  lawmakers  for  care- 
ful and  conscientious  consideration.  , 

THE  INCBEASE  OF  THE   SCHOOL  APPROPRIATION. 

The  increase  of  the  school  appropriation  had  a  tonic  effect  upon 
the  entire  school  system.  The  use  of  a  part  of  the  appropriation 
to  pay  the  increase  of  salaries  prescribed  by  the  minimum  salary 
law  was  wise,  because  it  acted  as  a  spur  to  greater  effort  on  the 
part  of  teachers.  To  the  holders  of  provisional  certificates,  it 
furnished  an  inducement  to  strive  after  a  degree  of  excellence  that 
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would  secure  for  them  professional  or  permanent  certificates.  It 
stimulated  all  the  teachers  in  the  direction  of  greater  proficiency, 
because  those  who  failed  to  get  the  certificate  of  proficiency  can 
not  claim  the  highest  salary  specified  in  the  law.  In  view  of  the 
increased  pay  many  who  were  seeking  other  pursuits  decided  to 
remain  in  the  school  room.  A  better  class  of  applicants  could  be 
licensed.  The  attendance  at  State  Normal  Schools,  Summer  As- 
semblies and  other  schools  for  the  training  of  teachers  was  largely 
increased,  and  everywhere  there  are  signs  of  new  life  and  enthu- 
siasm. 

The  minimum  salary  law  of  1907  increased  the  average  monthly 
salary  of  male  teachers  to  $61.23,  an  increase  of  $6.74  per  month, 
and  the  average  monthly  salary  of  female  teachers  to  $46.85,  an 
increase  of  $6.87  per  month.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  Pennsyl- 
vania no  longer  belongs  to  the  States  whose  average  salaries  are 
below  the  average  for  the  whole  United  States;  but  it  must  be 
confessed  that  the  compensation  of  oar  teachers  is  still  below  that 
of  the  Western  States  and  below  the  wages  which  women  earn  in 
many  of  the  vocations  now  open  to  them.  Good  schools  cost  money, 
and  a  more  liberal  policy  in  teachers'  salaries  would  yield  a  splendid 
return  in  the  betterment  of  the  public  schools. 

Through  the  unconscious  influences  which  go  forth  from  a  good 
teacher,  the  pupils  acquire  habits  of  punctuality,  regularity,  accu- 
racy, honesty,  industr}-,  obedience,  cleanliness,  politeness  and  self- 
restraint,  habits  which  become  virtues  when  the  will  consciously 
enters  into  them  and  makes  them  laws  of  life  and  conduct.  With- 
out these  virtues,  often  called  the  school  virtues,  the  individual 
cannot  hold  a  place  in  the  railway  service,  nor  in  any  bank,  store 
or  industrial  establishment,  even  though  he  knows  the  catechism  by 
heart  and  can  repeat  entire  chapters  from  the  Bible.  These  school 
virtues  may,  of  course,  be  strengthened  and  re-enforcd  by  Biblical, 
catechetical  and  moral  instruction  which  dwells  upon  all  the  duties 
that  man  owes  lo  himself,  to  his  fellows  and  to  his  God;  but  the 
critics  of  the  public  schools  too  often  forget  the  preparation  for 
their  future  vocation  which  the  pupils  get  from  the  very  routine 
and  atmosphere  of  a  good  school. 

Let  any  one  examine  the  twenty-five  or  more  occupations  listed 
in  the  United  States  census,  and  he  will  see  at  a  glance  the  differ- 
ence between  a  good  school  and  a  poor  school  in  the  way  of  prepar- 
ing the  pupil  for  his  future  vocation.  Moreover  there  is  nothing 
more  helpful  as  a  preparation  for  vocational  life  of  every  kind  than 
a  knowledge  of  reading,  writing,  reckoning  and  the  other  branches 
which  constitute  the  core  of  the  traditional  school  curriculm. 
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VOCATIONAL  TRAINING. 

Vocational  training  has  become  a  watch  word  at  educational  meet- 
ings. Whilst  the  schools  have  dune  very  good  work  in  teaching  the 
things  which  are  essential  to  all  the  vocations,  no  one  claims  that 
everything  possible  has  been  done  in  educating  pupils  for  their 
specific  vocations.  It  has  been  the  aim  of  the  School  Department 
to  emphasize  the  things  which  a  child  must  know  for  right  adjust- 
ment to  American  civilization.  The  native,  as  well  as  the  foreigner, 
lacks  this  adjustment  if  he  can  not  read  and  write  the  English  lan- 
guage, or  if  he  lacks  the  school  virtues  which  the  pupil  acquires 
from  the  very  life  and  atmosphere  of  a  good  school.  We  are 
sovereigns  in  the  sense  that  we  help  to  select  our  rulers  and  law 
makers,  and  should,  therefore,  have  some  knowledge  of  our  free 
institutions  in  their  origin  and  history.  Liberty  without  law  is  a 
delusion.  Our  schools  are  doing  an  excellent  service  in  training  the 
children  of  all  classes  to  become  law-abiding  citizens. 

But  a  closer  relation  of  the  school  to  the  specific  vocation  of 
the  community  remains  to  be  worked  out.  In  no  direction  is  this 
more  necessary  than  that  of  agriculture.  Over  a  million  of  our 
people  are  engaged  in  farming.  The  latest  knowledge  bearing  upon 
agriculture  is  essential  to  success  in  that  vocation.  The  State 
has  put  over  a  quarter  of  a  million  dollars  into  the  agricultural 
buildings  at  the  State  College.  Instead  of  erecting  schools  of 
agriculture  in  every  congressional  district,  it  is  better  to  send  young 
men  to  the  State  College  until  the  department  of  agriculture  is 
taxed  to  the  limit  of  its  equipment. 

The  knowledge  of  the  latest  in  agriculture  should  be  brought  to 
the  door  of  the  farmer.  How  can  this  be  done?  Farmers'  in- 
stitutes; need  to  be  supplemented  by  instruction  in  the  rural 
schools.  The  time  necessary  for  such  instruction  can  be  found,  if 
the  obsolete  portions  of  arithmetic  and  the  useless  portions  of 
other  branches  are  omitted  from  the  curriculum.  The  course  of 
study  is  in  the  hands  of  directors,  most  of  whom  are  not  school 
experts.  The  Act  of  May  8,  1854,  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  county 
superintendents  to  work  towards  uniformity  in  courses  of  study  in 
their  respective  counties.  The  State  Superintendent  has  no  power 
beyond  the  approval  of  courses  of  study  adopted  for  high  schools. 

The  main  lack  of  the  schools  in  the  direction  of  agriculture  is  the 
lack  of  teachers.  Those  who  graduate  from  four  year  agriculturnl 
courses  command  salaries  which  place  them  beyond  the  reach  even 
of  the  public  high  school. 

Can  teachers  of  skill  and  experience  be  induced  to  go  to  the  State 
College  for  a  period  of  six  weeks  in  order  to  fit  themselves  for  this 
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work  by  special  study  of  the  things  that  can  be  carried  into  the 
public  school? 

Can  a  summer  school  be  established  at  the  State  College?  Ade- 
quate provision  for  such  a  summer  school  would  be  a  wise  step. 
Surely  it  is  a  waste  'of  our  resources  to  let  an  equipment  of  a  quarter 
million  dollars  lie  idle  during  the  three  vacation  months  of  every 
year. 

HIGH  SCHOOLS. 

The  progress  in  the  establishment  of  high  schools  is  encourag- 
ing. Twent3T-seven  cities,  more  than  four  hundred  fifty  boroughs 
and  about  three  hundred  forty  townships  were  last  year  attempting 
work  beyond  the  common  branches.  High  privileges  have  thus 
been  brought  within  reach  of  sixty  per  cent  of  the  pupils  in  our 
public  schools,  and  of  the  remaining  forty  per  cent  very  many  have 
access  to  high  school  instruction  through  the  law  which  compels 
a  school  district  maintaining  no  high  school  of  its  own,  to  pay  the 
cost  of  tuition  and  text-books  for  its  pupils  in  the  nearest  or  most 
convenient  high  school  in  a  neighboring  township  or  borough. 

Out  of  the  special  appropriations  in  aid  of  high  schools,  it  was 
possible  to  pay  to  township  high  schools  ninety  per  cent,  of  the 
maximum  allowed  by  law,  and  to  borough  high  schools  only  fifty- 
six  and  one  quarter  per  cent  of  the  maximum,  the  borough  high 
schools  being  more  numerous  and  the  same  amount  (|275,000  for 
two  years)  having  been  set  apart  for  borough  high  schools  as  for 
township  high  schools. 

The  House  and  the  Senate  each  passed  a  bill  creating  the  office 
of  High  School  Inspector,  and  both  passed  an  appropriation  for 
the  salaries  and  expenses  of  two  High  School  Inspectors.  In  ac- 
cordance with  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General,  based  upon 
decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  two  High  School  Inspectors  were 
appointed;  one  of  whom,  Prof.  W.  S.  Hertzog,  began  work  last 
December,  and  the  other,  Prof.  C.  D.  Koch,  entered  upon  his  duties, 
on  the  first  of  January.  Both  have  rendered  excellent  service  in 
grading  high  schools  and  in  stimulating  the  teachers  to  better  work. 
It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  School  Department  to  encourage  the 
establishment  of  high  schools  by  lending  a  helping  hand  to  dis- 
tricts which  have  a  reasonable  prospect  of  maintaining  a  high 
school.  Some  of  the  instruction  is  far  from  satisfactory,  but  the 
same  complaint  can  be  made  against  some  of  our  graded  schools. 
In  such  instances  the  only  rational  thing  to  be  done  is  to  aid  the 
superintendents  and  directors  in  their  efforts  to  make  such  schools 
worthy  of  the  name  of  high  schools. 

Public  sentiment  is  by  no  means  a  unit  in  what  it  demands  of 
these  high  schools.     It  may  help  to  clarify  public  opinion  with  refer- 


No.  6.  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC   INSTRUCTION.  ix 

ence  to  their  legitimate  aim,  if  we  draw  ;i  comparison  lid  ween  the 
American  high  school  and  the  high  schools  maintained  in  European 

count  lies. 

The  American  public  school  means  opportunity  for  all  our  chil- 
dren. It  furnishes  a  ladder  stretching  from  the  gutter  into  the 
university,  on  which  the  youth  who  has  the  strength  to  climb,  can 
enter  the  portals  of  professional  life.  In  Europe  this  is  different. 
The  elementary  school  has  limitations  which  the  most  talented 
youth  from  humble  homes  can  not  break  through.  "Social  distinc- 
tions which  once  amounted  to  a  caste  system,"  says  De  Garmo, 
"Still  make  themselves  felt  in  the  adjustment  of  primary  and 
secondary  education  even  in  Germany,  France  and  England.  The 
secondary  schools  were  first  in  the  field,  and  were  adjusted  to  the 
needs  of  the  higher  social  classes,  being  confined  since  the  renais- 
sance mainly  to  the  humanities.  Then  came  democracy,  now  in  the 
form  of  religions,  now  in  that  of  political  activity,  and  with  demo- 
cracy came  the  elementary  schools  for  the  common  people.  The 
two  classes  of  schools  have  for  the  most  part  developed  indepen- 
dently. The  secondary  schools  have  maintained  primary  depart- 
ments in  order  to  fit  their  pupils  to  do  higher  work.  In  general,  the 
so-called  secondary  schools  of  Europe  form  an  independent  educa- 
tional ladder,  leading  from  early,  if  not  the  earliest,  primary  grades 
to  the  university,  with  its  general  and  professional  departments, 
or  to  technical  schools  of  higher  grade.  The  elementary  schools 
of  these  countries  lead  not  at  all  to  the  secondary  schools 
but  at  best  only  to  practical  life  on  the  lower  planes,  assisted,  it 
may  be,  by  continuation  schools  of  a  practical  character.  It  is 
indeed  possible  to  step  from  the  Common  school  (Volkschule)  to 
the  secondary  at  the  end  of  the  first  three  years  in  Germany,  since 
the  latter  begins  at  nine  years  of  age,  but  the  difficulty  of  the 
transition  increases  with  every  year  after  that,  for  the  higher 
school  begins  the  study  of  foreign  languages  wThen  the  children  are 
nine  years  old,  whereas  the  common  elementary  school  teaches  no 
foreign  language  at  all  during  its  course  of  eight  years.*' 

Prof.  Paulsen  thinks  that  not  more  than  one  in  ten  thousand 
passes  to  the  gymnasium  (high  school)  after  completing  his  course 
in  the  elementary  school.  The  public,  or  free  schools  of  America 
do  not  and  should  not  restrict  the  career  of  the  pupil  in  that  way. 
The  high  school  should  be  adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  boy  who 
wishes  to  enter  a  profession,  as  w^ell  as  the  boy  whose  tastes  lead 
him  to  follow  business  or  farming.  It  will  be  a  sad  day  when  the 
boy  on  the  farm  can  no  longer  work  his  way  into  any  one  of  the 
twenty  so-called  learned  vocations  of  modern  times.  The  high 
school  teachers  should  not  insist  upon  a  curriculum  that  will  eli- 
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miriate  the  pupil  who  lacks  linguistic  or  mathematical  talent,  nor 
should  they  adopt  a  course  of  study  unsuited  to  those  who  wish  to 
enter  college.  If  the  public  school  restricts  its  advantages  in 
either  direction,  it  will  foster  the  odious  class  distinctions  of  the 
Old  World.  In  other  words,  it  should  be  optional  with  the  student 
whether  or  not  he  shall  study  a  classic  or  foreign  language,  but  it 
should  be  obligatory  upon  the  teachers  to  qualify  themselves  to 
give  the  necessary  instruction  to  those  who  will  leave  the  farm, 
as  well  as  to  those  who  will  live  on  the  farm.  The  farmer's  son 
who  has  no  taste  for  languages  should  be  allowed  to  substitute 
agriculture,  or  advanced  book-keeping,  for  Latin  or  German.  Other 
substitutions  should  be  allowed  for  the  sake  of  promoting  the  study 
of  agriculture   in   rural  high   schools. 

RETARDATION  AND  PROMOTION. 

The  pupils  of  every  school  may  be  divided  into  three  classes: 

1.  The  bright  who  are  quick  to  learn, 

2.  The  slow  who  are  not  always  dull, 

3.  Those  who  come  between  these  extremes. 

What  the  pupils  of  the  first  class  need  is  a  chance  to  make  the 
most  of  their  talents.  This  chance  it  is  often  difficult  to  give  be- 
cause courses  of  study  are  arranged  to  suit  the  average  pupil. 
President  Eliot  claims  that  lockstep  is  the  worst  feature  of  Ameri- 
can schools  and  that  selection,  advancement  for  the  best,  should  be 
their  constant  aim.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  parents  of  bright 
children  are  sometimes  forced  to  seek  private  schools  in  order  to 
secure  more  speedy  and  more  thorough  preparation  for  the  college 
and  the  university,  or  for  special  lines  of  work.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  there  is  a  constant  tendency  towards  the  retardation  of  pupils 
as  they  pass  from  grade  to  grade.  If  the  course  of  study  is  made 
to  cover  eight  years,  a  pupil  entering  at  six  should  be  in  the  second 
grade  at  seven,  and  so  on,  and  should  enter  the  high  school  (some- 
times called  ninth  grade)  at  fourteen.  Statistics  gathered  in  Phila- 
delphia show  that  36.8  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  in  the  elementary 
schools  are  above  the  normal  age,  and  are  distributed  as  follows: 

Grade  Per  cent. 

First,   21.4 

Second,    30.7 

Third,    42.2 

Fourth,    47.6 

Fifth,  46. 

Sixth,     41.6 

Seventh 31.5 
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Eighth,    23.8 

Ninth,    13.4 

Statistics  from  other  cities  would  undoubtedly  show  similar  con- 
ditions. This  retardation  is  partly  due  to  defective  systems  of 
promotion.  Teachers  are  always  afraid  that  their  work  will  be 
criticised  by  those  above  them,  if  pupils  are  promoted  whose  pre- 
paration is  not  adequate  in  every  particular.  Where  pupils  are 
held  back  for  an  entire  year  because  they  fail  to  get  the  passing 
mark  in  any  one  branch,  there  will  be  an  increasing  number  above 
the  normal  age  in  successive  grades  until  the  grade  is  reached  where 
pupils  drop  out  of  the  public  schools  from  lack  of  interest  in  study, 
or  because  they  are  sent  to  some  school  where  less  rigid  standards 
prevail.  From  this  point  of  view  semi-annual  promotions  are  pre- 
ferable to  any  system  of  annual  promotion  which  can  be  devised. 
But  promotion  twice  a  year  does  not  solve  the  problem  entirely. 
A  change  of  teachers  every  half  year  is  apt  to  retard  the  pupil's 
progress.  Hence  the  plan  is  sometimes  adopted  of  putting  two 
years'  work  in  charge  of  a  grade  teacher  so  that  the  pupil  can  be 
promoted  in  any  branch  as  soon  as  he  or  she  can  do  the  work  of  the 
next  class.  Sometimes  substitute  teachers  are  employed  on  full 
time,  so  that  whenever  they  are  not  needed  to  fill  the  place  of  other 
teachers,  they  give  individual  instruction  to  backward  pupils  for 
the  purpose  of -enabling  these  to  keep  up  with  their  classes. 

The  retardation  of  pupils  may  be  due  to  ill  health,  or  to  other 
causes  which  can  be  removed.  The  slow  are  not  always  dull.  Their 
slowness  may  be  due  to  lack  of  opportunity  for  home  study,  or  to 
physical  defects  which  can  be  remedied,  if  not  removed.  The  cities 
which  inaugurated  medical  inspection  have  brought  to  light  as- 
tonishing facts  bearing  upon  the  progress  of  pupils.  For  instance, 
in  Massachusetts  ''the  returns  from  349  of  the  354  cities  and  towns 
show  that  432,037  children  were  examined  and  that  9G,609  were 
found  to  be  defective  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  in  vision  and  27,- 
387  in  hearing.  This  is  an  average  of  22.3  per  cent,  for  the  eyes  and 
G.3  per  cent,  for  the  ears." 

Sufficient  statistics  have  been  gathered  to  show  that  in  very  many 
cases  the  lack  of  progress  is  due  to  defects  of  vision  or  hearing  or 
both,  or  to  difficulty  in  breathing  caused  by  adenoid  growths,  or 
to  lack  of  bodily  nourishment,  or  to  other  avoidable  causes.  Jus- 
tice to  the  child  demands  that  everything  possible  should  be  done, 
and  if  need  be,  at  public  expense,  to  remedy  these  defects  of  the 
eye  and  ear,  and  to  remove  other  obstacles  that  hinder  the  progress 
of  pupils  at  school.  Children  are  the  most  precious  heritage  of  the 
Commonwealth,   and  the   neglect   of  their  physical   well   being  is 
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to-day  the  source  of  the  greatest  waste  of  our  national  resources. 
Ultimately  the  school  authorities  will  be  driven  to  establish  medical 
inspection  and  to  furnish  medical  aid  and  trained  nurses  for  the 
temporary  care  of  pupils  in  ill  health,  and  for  the  prompt  isolation 
of  those  who  have  contracted  a  contagious  disease.  The  sanitary 
condition  of  school  houses  and  grounds  should  be  more  carefully 
looked  after  and  greater  power  to  compel  improvement  should  be 
vested  in  those  who  are  responsible  for  the  health  and  physical  wel- 
fare of  the  pupils  in  all  classes  of  schools. 

VACCINATION  AND  ILLITERACY. 

The  State  Commissioner  of  Health.  Dr.  Samuel  G.  Dixon,  ascer- 
tained that  in  9851  schools  which  his  subordinates  inspected,  there 
were  50,817  anvaecinated  children  in  attendance.  The  total  number 
of  schools  in  the  State  is  33,171.  These  figures  show  that  the  pur- 
pose of  those  who  framed  the  law  excluding  unvaccinated  children 
from  school  and  who  hoped  thereby  to  make  vaccination  universal, 
has  not  been  realized.  Moreover  legislation  which,  through  no 
fault  of  their  own.  makes  children  law-breakers  for  the  sake  of  gett- 
ing an  education,  is  very  far  from  satisfactory.  The  law  now  favors 
those  who  wish  to  evade  the  penalty  for  neglecting  to  send  their 
children  to  school.  By  simply  refusing  to  furnish  a  certificate  of 
successful  vaccination  the  parent,  guardian  or  other  person  in 
parental  relation  can  have  the  child  excluded  from  school,  and  the 
power  of  the  attendance  officer  over  said  child  is  at  an  end. 

The  boy  who  can  not  read  and  write  the  English  language  in- 
telligently is  prevented  by  law  from  going  to  work  until  he  reaches 
the  age  of  sixteen  years.  Allowed  to  roam  the  streets  without 
regular  or  useful  employment,  he  contracts  enough  vicious  habits 
to  start  him  on  the  path  that  leads  to  the  jail  and  the  peniten- 
tiary. If  he  contracts  smallpox,  he  will  probably  be  cured;  but  if 
he  becomes  a  criminal,  it  may  be  impossible  to  reform  him,  unless 
perchance  he  is  sent  to  a  reformatory,  where  he  will  get  the  educa- 
tion which  was  denied  him  in  the  public  schools".  From  the  be- 
ginning to  the  end  of  his  career  this  boy  is  a  source  of  public  ex- 
pense which  might  be  avoided  if  the  contradiction  between  the  com 
pulsorv  attendance  and  the  vaccination  laws  were  eliminated  from 
our   statute   books. 

The  dissemination  of  anti-vaccination  literature  isS  daily  increas- 
ing the  difficutlies  by  which  the  schools  are  confronted.  Fall  sixty 
per  cent,  of  all  the  letters  sent  to  the  Educational  Commission  bear 
upon  vaccination.  Xo  one  has  been  willing  to  undertake  the  un- 
pleasant task  of  ascertaining  how  many  children  have  been  de- 
prived of  their  education  because  there  is  no  one  to  vaccinate  them, 
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lnii  [f  iii  (he  communities  where  the  vaccination  law  is  enforced, 
one  asks  how  many  children  are  out  of  school,  the  estimates  vary 
from  two  to  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  those  of  school  age.  if  to  these 
were  added  the  thousands  of  unvaccinated  children  who  are  now 
al  school  and  whom  the  law,  if  enforced,  would  exclude  from  school, 
the  total  would  represent  an  array  of  children  growing  up  in  ignor* 
ance  and  illiteracy  equal  to  (hose  whose  condition  moved  Governor 
George  Wolf  and  Thaddeus  Stevens  to  make  their  famous  fight  for 
free  schools. 

The  Supreme  Court  has  ruled  that  directors  can  not  be  held  re- 
sponsible for  the  enforcement  of  the  vaccination  laws.  The  law 
expressily  imposes  the  penalty  upon  the  person  in  charge  of  the 
school.  This  has  sometimes  led  to  conflicts  between  conscientious 
teachers  and  directors  hostile  to  vaccination  and  has  thus  further 
crippled  the  efficiency  of  the  schools.  The  consequence  is  that  the 
penalty  in  the  end  falls  upon  the  unvaccinated  but  innocent  children, 
in  the  loss  of  the  education  wdiich  the  State  intends  they  should 
have.  Either  the  penalty  for  refusal  or  neglect  to  vaccinate  should 
be  laid  upon  the  person  in  parental  relation,  or  some  provision 
should  be  made  under  which  it  will  be  legal  to  give  the  unvaccinated 
child  an  education.  At  present  it  is  unlawful  for  an  unvaccinated 
child  to  attend  any  public,  private,  parochial  or  Sunday  school. 
That  nearly  every  pastor  and  Sunday  school  superintendent  in  the 
State  has  become  a  lawbreaker  for  the  sake  of  giving  children 
moral  and  religious  training,  is  evidence  of  defective  legislation. 

SCHOOL  SUPEKVISION. 

The  number  of  schools  in  most  of  the  counties  has  grown  too 
large  for  efficient  supervision  under  the  present  system.  It  is  a 
physical  impossibility  for  one  superintendent  to  inspect  thoroughly 
more  than  a  hundred  schools  in  a  term  which  lasts  from  one  hun- 
dred forty  to  two  hundred  days.  The  brief  visits  to  rural  schools 
once  a  year  which  some  county  superintendents  are  compelled  to 
make,  does  not  enable  them  to  form  a  just  estimate  of  the  work 
which  the  teacher  is  doing,  nor  can  they  see  to  it  that  their  sug- 
gestions are  carried  out.  The  mere  fact  that  the  county  superinten- 
dents in  more  than  half  the  counties  have  over  three  hundred 
schools  under  their  oversight,  in  fifteen  counties  the  number  ex- 
ceeds four  hundred,  shows  the  need  of  assistant  superintendents  and 
the  adoption  of  a  policy  similar  to  that  of  Allegheny  county,  where 
the  directors  have  voted  a  salary  large  enough  to  enable  the  super- 
intendents to  employ  assistants. 
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THE  TEXT-BOOK  PROBLEM. 

Although  the  expense  involved  in  furnishing  free  text-books  is 
only  half  as  great  for  the  entire  State  as  it  was  in  the  days  when 
the  parents  bought  the  books,  still  there  are  defects  in  the  present 
system  which  should  be  remedied.  Directors  are  seldom  book  ex- 
perts. The  teachers  who  use  the  books  should  have  a  voice  in  their 
selection.  The  conference  between  the  directors  and  the  teachers 
is  in  many  instances  a  mere  form,  if  not  a  farce.  Sometimes  more 
books  are  bought  than  are  needed.  Occasionally  there  is  com- 
plaint that  irresponsible  book  houses  whose  agents  sell  on  commis- 
sion, charge  more  than  a  just  price  for  their  publications.  When 
the  teacher  or  director  himself  becomes  a  book-agent,  the  door  is 
opened  for  abuses  which  bring  the  school  system  into  bad  repute. 
Legislation  which  will  remove  the  opportunities  for  dishonesty  in 
the  book  trade,  are  always  welcomed  by  the  reputable  publishing 
houses  of  the  country.  Room  for  honest  competition  is  of  course 
needed  in  order  that  the  best  talent  among  the  teachers  may  not 
be  deterred  from  the  making  of  text-books,  whilst  the  State  publi- 
cation of  school  books  has  nowhere  been  a  satisfactory  experiment. 

CHILD  LABOR, 

The  defects  in  our  child  labor  laws  have  a  bearing  upon  school 
attendance.  Some  of  these  defects  can  not  be  remedied  in  the  pro- 
posed code,  because  an  Act  of  Assembly  becomes  unconstitutional 
if  it  embraces  more  than  is  indicated  in  the  title.  So  far  as  the 
employment  of  children  in  mines  and  factories  needs  regulation, 
the  legislation  belongs  to  co-ordinate  branches  of  the  State  govern- 
ment. The  obstacles  to  regular  attendance  at  school  should,  so  far 
as  possible,  be  removed  in  the  new  code.  The  birth  records  of  native 
born  children  will  in  no  long  time  furnish  needed  information  for 
determining  when  the  child  can  enter  or  leave  school.  Baptismal 
certificates  or  other  corroborative  evidence  should  be  considered 
sufficient  in  the  case  of  foreign  born  children,  and  only  in  the  ab- 
sence of  such  evidence  should  an  oath  be  required  from  the  parents 
as  to  the  age  of  the  child.  To  ask  parents  to  swear  to  the  age 
of  the  child  and  then  to  seek  evidence  proving  the  parent  guilty  of 
perjury,  is  a  procedure  of  doubtful  propriety. 

The  school  authorities  are  best  able  to  determine  whether  the 
child  can  read  and  write  the  English  language  intelligently.  Certifi- 
cates of  such  ability  should  be  issued  free  of  charge  when  the  child 
attains  the  legal  age  for  regular  employment. 

School  officials  find  difficulty  in  enforcing  the  attendance  laws 
whenever  the  teacher  in  charge  of  a  private  or  parochial  school 
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refuses  (o  furnish  lists  of  truants  and  absentees,  as  well  as  of  all 
pupils  enrolled.  II  should  be  made  the  duly  of  the  attendance  officer 
to  look  after  the  truants  from  all  classes  of  schools.  In  no  other 
way  can  all  the  children  be  brought  to  school. 

SHORT  TERM  DISTRICTS. 

The  maxim:  "Equal  school  advantages  for  children  all  over  the 
Commonwealth,"  will  always  remain  an  iridescent  dream,  if  the 
Slate  does  not  vote  a  special  appropriation  to  the  districts  which, 
although  levying  the  maximum  school  tax  allowed  by  law,  do  not 
have  money  enough  to  keep  their  schools  in  operation  during  the 
minimum  term  of  seven  months.  There  are  nineteen  districts  in 
which  the  schools  were  open  six  months,  two  districts  in  which  the 
schools  were  open  only  five  months.  In  all  districts-  where  the 
assessment  of  property  is  equal  to  its  full  value  and  where  the 
maximum  rate  of  tax  does  not  suffice  to  run  the  schools  during  the 
minimum  term,  the  State  should  come  to  the  rescue  of  the  children 
and  give  them  school  advantages  equal  to  those  of  other  districts. 
Although  the  law  requires  property  to  be  assessed  at  its  real  value, 
the  assessment  varies  from  one-fourth  of  the  market  price  up  to 
figures  in  excess  of  what  the  property  would  bring  at  a  forced  sale. 
This  variation  in  assessed  values  makes  impossible  any  plan  of  dis- 
tributing the  school  appropriation  in  which  the  millage  or  tax  rate  is 
the  sole  determining  factor. 

THE  OUTLOOK. 

Notwithstanding  the  defects  enumerated  above,  there  is  abundant 
ground  for  hope  and  encouragement.  Educational  sentiment  id 
growing  rapidly,  and  the  schools  can  not  lag  far  behind  the  demands 
of  public  opinion.  People  everywhere  are  beginning  to  see  that 
the  best  is  hot  too  good  for  their  children.  Many  of  our  schools 
are  much  better  than  the  system  to  which  they  belong,  and  our 
school  code,  growing  up  as  it  did  on  our  own  soil  in  response  to  our 
own  needs  instead  of  being  imported  from  abroad,  is  a  model  as 
compared  with  the  school  codes  of  many  of  our  sister  States.  The 
number  of  teachers  who  have  had  special  training  at  normal  schools 
or  colleges,  or  both,  is  increasing  from  year  to  year.  The  demand 
for  local  school  supervision  springs  up  long  before  the  population 
of  the  district  reaches  five  thousand. 

Free  libraries  are  making  the  best  books  accessible  to  an  in- 
creasing number  of  teachers  and  pupils.  The  demand  for  better 
lighting,  better  ventilation  and  better  sanitation  is  constantly  im- 
proving the  architecture  of  our  school  buildings.    Everywhere  there 
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are  signs  of  progress;  reformers  in  abundance  arc  making  them- 
selves heard  in  all  parts  of  the  Commonwealth;  and  the  awakening 
consciousness  of  the  possibility  of  better  things  is  itself  a  most  hope- 
ful   sign   of   progress. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFER, 
State  Supt.  of  Public  Instruction. 
Harrisburg,  Pa. 
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PENNSYLVANIA. 


STATISTICAL  STA  TEM  E  NT. 


Relating  to  the  Public  Schools  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  School  Yeai 
Ending  June   1,    1908 — Including   Philadelphia. 


Number  of  school  districts  in  the  State,  2,580 

Number   of    schools,    33,171 

Number  of  superintendents,    161 

Number  of  male  teachers, 7,4S8 

Number  of  female  teachers,   26,525 

Whole  number  of  teachers,   34,013 

Whole  number  of  directors,   17,420 

Average  salary  of  male  teachers,  per  month,   $61  23 

Average  salaiw  of  female  teachers,  per  month,   ....  46  85 

Average  length  of  school  term  in  months, 8  44 

Whole  number  of  pupils, 1,231,200 

Average  number  of  pupils  in  daily  attendance,   ....  951,670 
Cost  of  school  houses,  purchasing,  building,  renting, 

etc.,     i 15,717,844  75 

Teachers  wages,   17,600,342  93 

Cost  of  school  text  books, 1,006,491  05 

Cost  of  school  supplies  other  than  text  books,  includ- 
ing maps,  globes,  etc.,   884,757  15 

Fuel,  contingencies,  fees  of  collectors  and  other  ex- 
penses,       8,861,481  06 

Total  expenditures,    34,070,916  94 

Regular   appropriation    to   common    schools    for   the 

school  year  ending  June  1,  1908, 6,872,500  00 

Appropriation  for  free  tuition  of  students  in  State 
normal    schools    for    school    year    ending    June    1, 

1908,    237,500  00 

Appropriation  for  township  high  schools,   137,500  00 

Appropriation  for  borough  high  schools 137,500  00 

Appropriation  for  county  superintendents'  salaries,.  115,000  00 

Estimated  value  of  school  property,    90,363,211  57 
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Items  Compared  with  Those  of  the  Preceding  Year  Ending  June  3. 
1907— Philadelphia  Included. 

Increase  in  number  of  districts,    6 

Increase  in  number  of  schools,    579 

Decrease  in  number  of  male  teachers, 107 

Increase  in  number  of  female  teachers, 671 

Increase  in  salary  of  male  teachers,  per  -month,  ....  $6  74 

Increase  in  salary  of  female  teachers,  per  month,  . .  6  87 

Increase  in  length  of  school  term,  .04 

Increase  in  number  of  pupils,   5,812 

Increase  in  teachers  wages, 1,803,388  90 

Decrease  in  cost  of  buildings,  purchasing  and  renting,  190,125  61 
Increase  in  cost  of  fuel,  contingencies,  fees  of  col- 
lectors and  other  expenses,   1,117,654  93 


Condition  of  System,  not  Including  Philadelphia,  with  Comparisons. 

Number  of  districts, 2,579  Increase,                         6 

Number  of  schools,   28,861  Increase,                      478 

Number  of  pupils, 1,059,060  Increase,                   4,254 

Average  daily  attendance,  803,794  Increase,                 15,035 

Per  icent.   of   attendance,  85  Same  as  last  year. 

Average   length   of   school 

term   in   months,    8.20  Increase,                      .04 

Number  of  male  teachers,  7,125  Decrease                      141 

Number  of  female  teachers,  22,578  Increase,                      604 

Whole  number  of  teachers,  29,703  Increase,                     463 

Average    salary    of    male 

teachers  per  month,    . . .  $59  66  Increase,                  $6  84 

Average   salary   of  female 

teachers  per  month,  ....  45  92  Increase,                    6  45 

Cost  of  supplies  other  than 

text   books,    642,581  13  Increase,           31,274  51 

Teachers'  wages,    13,900,365  40  Increase,       1,498,268  72 

Fuel     and     contingencies, 

fees  of  collectors,  etc.,  . .  7,456,741  63  Increase,         261,225  93 

Cost  of  text  books,   782,098  14  Increase,            46,593  80 

Purchasing,  building,  re- 
pairing houses,   renting, 

etc.,     4,764,532  57  Increase,          457,854  76 

Total  expenditures,   27,546,318  87  Increase,      2,295,217  72 

Average  number  of  mills 
levied  for  school  pur- 
poses,      6.77  Decrease,                     .08 
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Average  number  of  mills 
levied  for  building  pur- 
poses,     1.31     Decrease,  .32 

Amount  of  tax  levied, $19,114,954  97     Increase,     $2,358,282  76 


PHILADELPHIA. 


Number  of  schools,    4,310 

Number  of  male  teachers,    363 

Number  of  female  teachers,   3,947 

Average  salary  of  male  teachers  per  mouth,   $164  90 

Average  salary  of  female  teachers  per  month,    ....  77  90 

Number  of  pupils  in  school  at  end  of  year, 172,140 

Average    attendance,    147,876 

Teachers'  wages,  f 3,699,977  53 

Cost   of   grounds,   buildings,   renting   and   repairing,  953,312  18 

Cost  of  text  books, 224,392  91 

Cost  of  school  supplies  -other  than  text  books,   ....  242,176  02 
Fuel   and   contingencies,   fees   of   collectors   and   all 

other    expenses,    1,404,739  43 

Total  expenditures,    6,524,598  07 

Estimated  value  of  school  property, 17,279,296  00 
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REPORTS 


OF 


County  Superintendents. 


ADAMS  COUNTY— H.  Milton  Roth. 


The  seventh  annual  summer  meeting  of  teachers  was  held  in 
Brua  Chapel,  Gettysburg,  Thursday,  August  29th.  One  hundred 
and  forty-two  teachers  were  in  attendance.  The  county  superinten- 
dent was  assisted  by  Supt.  F.  E.  Downes,  of  Harrisbugr,  who  spoke 
on  "The  Teacher"  and  "Moral  Instruction  in  the  Schools"  and  Prof. 
W.  M.  Rife,  of  Shippensburg,  who  discussed  "The  Teacher"  and 
"The  Country  School." 

These  meetings  are  of  great  importance,  especially  to  the  young- 
teacher,  and  cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasized. 

The  graduates  of  the  county  course  of  study  held  a  reunion  at 
Round  Top  Park  on  Friday,  August  30th  and  organized  an  Associa- 
tion of  Graduates  by  electing  a  president,  vice  president,  secretary 
and  treasurer.  The  rendering  of  an  interesting  literary  program 
was  a  special  feature  of  the  meeting. 

Eight  hundred  and  seventy-nine  boys  and  girls  have  been  grad- 
uated from  the  public  schools  (not  including  high  schools).  Many 
of  them  have  since  attended  and  graduated  from  institutions  of 
higher  learning.  One  of  the  objects  of  the  association  is  to  keep 
a  record  of  their  members  and  publish  it  each  year,  giving  name, 
address  and  occupation  of  each  graduate. 

Normal  schools  and  colleges  take  much  interest  in  keeping  track 
of  their  alumni  and  publish  their  names  annually  and  the  public 
schools  should  manifest  the  same  interest  in  their  graduates. 

The  leading  educational  meeting  of  the  year  continues  to  be  the 
county  institute.  The  regular  annual  session  convened  at  Gettys- 
burg, November  25  to  29',  and  was,  according  to  the  opinion  of 
teachers  and  others  competent  to  judge,  a  very  interesting  and 
i  (l) 
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profitable  occasion.  All  sessions  were  largely  attended  and,  as 
usual,  the  institute  met  in  two  sections  on  Thursday  afternoon  in 
order  to  accommodate  the  crowd.  Three  teachers  were  prevented 
from  attending  on  account  of  sickness.  The  average  daily  at- 
tendance was  194.  The  trio  of  strong  instructors  were  Dr.  W.  N. 
Ferris,  Big  Rapids,  Mich.;  Dr.  W.  W.  Stetson,  Agusta,  Me.;  Dr. 
Byron  W.  King,  Pittsburg;  Prof.  D.  W.  Keeny  led  the  singing. 

The  evening  entertainments  were  lectures  by  Leon  C.  Prince  and 
Paul  M.  Pearson  and  concerts  by  the  John  Thomas  Concert  Com- 
pany, the  Commonwealth  Ladies'  Orchestra  and  the  Scotch  Singers. 

The  Principals'  Association,  organized  one  year  ago,  met  in  annual 
session  during  the  county  institute  to  enroll  new  members,  elect 
officers,  select  time  and  place  and  arrange  program  for  their  semi- 
annual meeting. 

During  the  county  institute  the  primary  teachers'  organization 
was  effected. 

The  regular  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Principals'  Association 
was  held  in  Meade  school  building,  Gettysburg,  January  11,  with 
a  large  number  of  members  present.  The  meeting  was  interesting, 
spirited  and  helpful.  "The  Principal's  Relation  to  Other  Teachers" 
and  "Commencements"  were  the  subjects  for  discussion.  We  hope 
to  see  all  principals  present  at  the  next  meeting. 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  county  superintendent  a  meeting  of  a 
large  representation  of  rural  teachers  was  held  in  the  Court  House 
on  the  18th  of  January,  at  which  time  the  Rural  Teachers'  Associa- 
tion was  formed.  The  teachers  in  the  rural  districts  are  in  a  position 
to  do  great  things  for  the  betterment  of  their  schools.  What  to  do 
with  the  small  rural  school  is  a  great  proposition.  Pupils  are  be- 
coming town  and  city  mad.  Something  must  be  done  to  keep  the 
children  in  the  rural  schools.  They  should  be  taught  and  interested 
to  do  the  things  that  will  benefit  them  in  after  life.  Rural  life 
must  be  made  popular.    It  has  a  social  and  financial  side. 

The  Adams  County  School  Directors'  Association  met  in  Gettys- 
burg, January  20  and  21.  The  attendance  was  quite  good  both  on 
part  of  directors  and  citizens  and  the  program  was  tbe  best  ar- 
ranged since  the  association  was  organized.  J.  L.  Williams,  Esq., 
made  the  address  of  welcome.  Dr.  T.  C.  Billheimer,  President  of 
the  Association,  delivered  a  forcible  address  on  "The  Correct  Use 
of  English."  Mrs.  M.  Dale  Heiges  read  a  paper  on  "Relation  of  the 
School  to  the  Home"  and  H.  F.  Stambaugh,  on  the  "Relation  of  the 
Home  to  the  School."  J.  H.  Peters  addressed  the  meeting  on  "Agri- 
culture in  the  Schools." 

Good  addresses  were  delivered  by  Dr.  George  Edward  Reed, 
President  of  Dickinson  College,  Dr.  Theodore  B.  Noss,  of  California 
and  Deputy  State  Superintendent,  R.  B.  Teitrick. 


No.  6.  ADAMS  COUNTY.  I 

The  officers  elected  for  next  year  art-:  President,  A.  J. 
Weidner,  of  Arendtsville;  Vice  Presidents,  H.  \V.  Butler,  of 
Gonewago  township;  11.  F.  Stambaugh,  of  Berwick  borough;  Sec- 
retary P.  A.  T.  Bower,  of  Butler;  Treasurer,  .J.  E.  Musselman,  of 
Gettysburg. 

The  Stale  Association  was  held  at  Harrisburg  in  February,  and 
was  attended  by  H.  D.  Bream,  of  Cumberland;  /.  II.  Oashman,  of 
New  Oxford,  J.  L.  Sneeringer,  of  Union,  Ind.;  B.  G.  Bucher,  of 
Franklin,  and  the  county  superintendent. 

I  am  sorry  to  report  the  death  of  three  of  our  faithful  and 
efficient  directors.  Mr.  John  V.  May,  of  Latimore  township,  died  at 
his  home,  October  14th. 

W.  Scott  Morrison  died  at  his  home  in  Menallen  township,  Jan- 
uary 20th. 

At  his  home  in  Huntington  township,  J.  Addison  Shetron  passed 
away  in  February. 

The  Primary  Teachers'  Association  met  in  semi-annual  convention 
in  Gettysburg,  on  February  1st.  The  president  of  the  Association, 
H.  C.  Lady,  spoke  at  some  length  on  "Primary  Reading,"  Miss 
Rachel  Scott  gave  a  class  drill  on  the  same  subject  followed  by 
other  members  in  an  animated  discussion.  On  account  of  inclement 
weather  the  attendance  was  small. 

On  March  seventh  the  rural  teachers  met  in  the  assembly  room  of 
the  Court  House.  The  topics  considered  were:  "Is  Our  School 
Curriculum  too  Long?"  and  "How  to  Popularize  the  Country 
Schools." 

As  usual  central  and  final  examinations  wTere  held  for  pupils  who 
had  completed  the  county  course  arranged  for  the  first  eight  years. 
Of  the  number  of  pupils  taking  the  examination,  fifty-five  passed 
and  were  granted  diplomas. 

The  Gettysburg  and  Littlestown  high  schools  graduated  classes. 
Both  schools  held  Commencements. 

The  McSherrystown  high  school  had  no  graduates.  On  the  even- 
ing of  May  27  the  school  closed  a  very  successful  year  by  special 
exercises.    William  McSherry,  Esq.,  wras  the  orator  of  the  evening. 

High  schools  were  established  at  New  Oxford  and  Abbottstown. 

I  wish  to  extend  my  hearty  thanks  and  appreciation  to  all  who 
have  assisted  in  the  success  of  the  public  schools  the  past  year. 
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ALLEGHENY  COUNTY— Samuel  Hamilton. 


Man}'  local  educational  meetings  were  held. 

Practically  all  of  our  schools  were  visited. 

Very  few  of  our  districts  are  affected  by  the  Minimum  Salary  Law. 

About  12,000  children  study  drawing-  under  ten  special  super- 
visors. 

About  32,000  of  our  children  study  vocal  music  regularly  under 
22  special  supervisors. 

The  compulsory  law  is  rigidly  enforced  in  some  districts,  and 
"winked  at"  in  others. 

We  have  five  kindergartens.  They  are  located  in  Edgewood, 
Rankin,  Sewickley,  Munhall  and  Shaler. 

Our  teachers  study  some  special  book  on  Pedagogy  each  year 
which  is  made  the  basis  of  the  subsequent  teachers'  examination 
in  Theory. 

We  have  34  high  schools,  each  operated  according  to  the  local 
notions  of  what  a  high  school  should  be.  Some  are  excellent,  others 
good,  and  a  few  "fair  to  middling."  Yet  upon  the  whole  they  are 
no  doubt  as  good  as  those  operating  under  similar  conditions  else- 
where in  the  state.  In  time  we  may  find  out  what  a  high  school  is 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  then  we  will  have  ours  conform  to  the  re- 
quirements or  move  out.  As  long  as  our  districts  are  bribed  by 
state  appropriations  to  organize  high  schools,  without  knowing 
exactly  what  is  wanted,  an  individual  high  school  will  continue  to 
be  "one  of  the  57  varieties." 

The  County  Institute  was  held  August  20  to  30.  The  instructors 
were  Dr.  Preston  W.  Search,  Wyoming,  O.;  Dr.  George  J.  Beekt, 
Clarion,  Pa.;  Dr.  George  W.  Gerwig,  Allegheny,  Pa.;  Dr.  B.  A.  Heid- 
rick.  New  York  City;  Miss  Nannie  Mackrell,  Pittsburg,  Pa.;  and 
Prof.  T.  L.  Gibson,  Ebensburg,  Pa. 

During  the  year  a  test  was  given  to  the  eighth  grade  classes  in 
the  large  graded  schools  in  English  Composition.  The  compositions 
were  not  marked  by  per  cents,  but  each  error  in  fact,  spelling, 
punctuation,  capitalization  and  syntax  was  indicated  by  a  blue 
pencil  mark.  The  papers  were  placed  on  exhibition  in  the  office  of 
the  superintendent  and  teachers  and  principals  were  invited  to 
study  them. 

In  many  schools  the  results  were  excellent,  in  others  they  were 
only  reasonably  satisfactory. 
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The  effed  of  the  tes1  is  encouraging.  It  aroused  int. -rest  in  the 
subject,  stimulated  investigation,  led  to  a  comparative  study  of  con- 
ditions, methods,  and  results,  and  made  the  teaching  of  this  subject 
more  systematic  and  vigorous  in  almost  every  school. 

Manual  Training  and  Domestic  Science  were  added  to  the  curri- 
culum in  Bellevue.  A  suitable  room  for  each  was  set  aside  and  a 
competenl  teacher  in  each  department  employed. 

Rankin  added  sewing  to  the  course  as  a  part  of  the  regular  grade 
work  for  girls.  These  are  practically  the  first  districts  in  this 
county  to  add  these  subjects  to  the  course  at  public  expense. 

A  tier  fifteen  years  of  discussion,  our  people  believe  theoretically 
in  the  value  of  these  subjects,  but  they  are  slow  to  add  them  to  tin; 
course,  presumably  because  it  will  cost  something.  In  this  respect, 
however,  we  are  no  worse  than  our  neighbors.  For  outside  of  a  very 
few  districts,  these  subjects  have  practically  no  place  in  the  schools 
of  the  state. 

Many  educators  at  present  are  discussing  vocational  training. 
But  there  is  no  need  for  alarm.  Of  course,  we  will  discuss  it,  and 
theorize  it,  but  .we  are  not  likely  to  have  any  of  it  in  the  next  twenty- 
five  years.  Why?  Because  the  dear  people  are  not  likely  to  tax 
themselves  for  vocational  training  any  more  than  they  have  taxed 
themselves  for  manual  training. 

What  a  glorious  thing  it  is  when  we  are  almost  out  of  material 
and  actually  need  something  fresh  in  the  discussion  of  manual  train- 
ing, domestic  science,  sewing,  drawing  and  all  the  so  called  in- 
dustrial work  of  the  school,  so  valuable,  so  practical  and  so  useful, 
that  we  can  ease  up  a  little  by  switching  off  into  the  discusion  of 
vocational  training!  But  as  we  lack  the  time,  the  teachers,  and 
the  money,  required  for  this,  we  are  not  likely  to  do  more  than 
discuss  it  for  years  to  come. 

There  are  many  conditions  that  stand  athwart  the  pathway  of 
rural  education,  and  three  of  them  are  noteworthy  in  this  county: 

1.  Very  few  of  our  townships  have  local  supervision. 

2.  Most  of  the  young,  inexperienced  teachers  begin  work  in  the 
rural  schools.  A  very  large  part  of  them  comes  from  cities  and 
large  towns,  possibly  without  ever  having  seen  a  rural  school  until 
they  face  the  problem  of  organizing  one. 

3.  The  rotation  of  teachers  is  such  that  a  teacher  seldom  remains 
in  the  same  school  two  consecutive  years. 

Under  such  conditions  it  is  not  difficult  to  see  that  the  rural 
schools  are  often  not  well  organized  and  that  there  is  little  unity 
in  their  organization  from  year  to  year. 

To  throw  some  light  upon  the  problem  of  organization  and  to 
establish,  if  possible,  a  standard  by  which  the  unity  of  organization 
may  be  maintained  from  year  to  year,  I  prepared  a  twelve  page 
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booklet  on  the  Rural  School,  its  classification  and  organization.  A 
copy  of  this  booklet  will  be  put  into  the  hands  of  ever}-  teacher  of 
a  rural  school  at  the  opening  of  the  next  term. 


ARMSTRONG  COUNTY— M.  A.  Milliron. 


In  submitting  this  my  third  and  final  report  of  the  conditions  of 
the  schools  of  Armstrong  County,  I  am  very  happy  after  a  restro- 
Bpective  view  of  the  past  three  years1  work,  to  be  able  to  say  that 
our  schools  have  made  steady  growth  all  along  the  line  of  school 
work.  While  there  are  many  things  which  might  have  been  done 
better,  yet  there  is  at  the  same  time  a  satisfaction  in  knowing  that 
faithful  and  conscientious  work  has  been  done  during  the  whole 
term,  and  we  can  say  that  the  educational  interests  of  the  schools 
have  advanced. 

We  claim  no  undue  proportion  of  credit  for  the  condition  of  the 
schools  as  they  now  are,  nor  for  the  progress  made  in  them  from 
year  to  year.  We  have  been  ably  assisted  by  many  earnest  and  well 
qualified  Directors,  whose  loyalty  and  devotion  for  the  cause  of 
education  challenge  admiration.  We  have  also  had  the  hearty  co- 
operation of  as  worthy  and  self  sacrificing  teachers  as  are  found 
in  any  County  or  State.  Most  of  the  success  of  the  work  done  in 
the  schools  is  due  to-  the  untiring  efforts  of  this  noble  band  of 
teachers.  We  only  ask  to  be  remembered  as  having  conscientiously 
tried  to  do  our  part  to  advance  the  interest  of  the  schools,  that  the 
boys  and  girls  may  be  trained  to  true  manhood  and  womanhood. 

Our  County  Institute  was  held  in  the  Court  House  at  Kittanning, 
December  30th  to  January  3rd.  It  was  the  opinion  of  all  that  this 
was  one  of  the  most  successful  Institutes  ever  held  in  our  County, 
hundreds  of  people  were  turned  away  at  each  session.  The  in- 
structors were  as  follows:  Hon.  F.  G.  Blair,  State  Superintendent, 
of  Illinois;  Hon.  W.  W.  Stetson,  Ex-State  Superintendent,  of  Maine; 
Dr.  Robert  A  Armstrong,  of  the  University  of  West  Virginia.  Dr. 
Hamlin  E.  Cogswell,  of  the  Indiana  State  Normal  had  charge  of 
the  music  and  was  ably  assisted  by  the  "Romancer?,*'  a  Male  Quartet 
of  Chicago.  The  evening  lectures  and  entertainments  were  given  by 
Dr.  Thomas  E.  Green.  Ralph  Parlette,  Bishop  J.  H.  Vincent  and  the 
W.  &  J.  College  Glee  Club. 

The  County  Directors'  Association  met  Friday  and  Saturday  fob 
lowing  Thanksgiving,  and  had  the  largest  attendance  of  any  con- 
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vention  held  in  this  County.  Live  educational  topics  were  discussed 
by  the  Directors  of  the  County  and  a  very  interesting  and  instruc- 
tive lecture  od  the  "Musical  scale,"  was  given  on  Friday  evening  by 
Prof.  F.  II.  Green,  of  the  West  Chester  Normal  School. 

The  Directors'  Association  is  a  valuable  factor  in  the  school  work 
of  the  County.  It  furnishes  opportunity  to  compare  educational 
facilities  in  the  different  districts  and  leads  to  healthy  rivalry  in 
the  line  of  progress.  Its  meetings  should  be  attended  by  everj 
director  Avho  can  possibly  be  present. 

We  held  nineteen  local  Institutes  in  different  sections  of  the 
county  which  were  the  most  largely  attended  of  any  in  our  educa- 
tional history  and  we  believe  them  to  be  the  most  powerful  agency 
we  have  in  the  county  for  the  benefit  of  its  educational  interest,  and 
trust  that  their  influence  may  continue  iff  the  upbuilding  of  a  proper 
sentiment  of  good  schools. 

With  this  report  my  labors  as  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools 
of  Armstong  county  cease.  Not  desiring  to  continue  in  school  work, 
I  was  not  a  candidate  for  re-election  although  being  offered  the 
position  again  without  any  opposition.  I  resign  the  responsibilities 
and  whatever  else  pertains  to  the  office  to  my  successor,  Prof.  W.  A. 
Patton.  Prof.  Patton  is  in  every  way  worthy  of  the  confidence  re- 
posed in  him. 

In  severing  our  official  relations  we  take  with  us  many  pleasant 
recollections,  and  desire  to  tender  our  sincere  thanks  to  teachers, 
directors,  patrons  and  pupils  for  their  uniform  kindness  and 
courtesy  shown  us  during  our  term  of  office,  and  to  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction  for  support,  advice  and  assistance. 


BEAVER  COUNTY— Andrew  Lester. 


During  the  past  three  years  we  have  constantly  advocated  a 
higher  professional  standard  among  the  teachers,  the  establishing 
of  township  high  schools  and  centralized  schools,  and  better  school 
equipment.  We  can  now  see  some  indications  of  a  revival  along 
these  lines. 

Our  teachers  have  responded  willingly  and  earnestly  in  attendance 
at  summer  schools,  in  providing  themselves  with  courses  of  study 
and  books  on  pedagogy,  in  seeking  the  best  helps  and  making  them- 
selves familiar  with  the  best  school  methods. 

In  a  number  of  districts  the  directors  have  cheerfully  supported 
the  work  of  the  Superintendent;  have  come  to  appreciate  the  need 
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of  a  course  of  study  for  the  schools,  of  township  high  schools,  of 
closer  supervision  of  rural  schools,  of  centralized  schools,  of  good 
school  house  equipment. 

In  other  less  progressive  districts  the  spirit  of  antagonism  has 
been  aroused  by  advocating  radical  improvement.  We  feel  en- 
couraged that,  while  not  much  has  actually  been  accomplished  in 
three  years,  yet  the  directors  have  been  stirred  up.  In  some  dis- 
tricts, opposition  to  the  Superintendent  is  strong  but  always  because 
he  has  advocated  something  which  they  were  not  ready  for.  A  few 
more  years  of  hammering  at  the  same  nails  may  result  in  securing 
something. 

The  directors  of  Darlington  borough  have  decided  to  establish  a 
township  high  school  next  year.  This,  if  begun,  will  be  the  first 
real  township  high  school  in  Beaver  county.  It  has  taken  three 
years  of  almost  constant  effort,  of  holding  educational  meetings  and 
of  keeping  in  touch  with  the  school  board,  to  accomplish  this  at 
Darlington.    It  is  hoped  that  others  will  soon  follow. 

During  the  past  year  fourteen  educational  meetings,  for  which 
we  had  programs  printed,  were  held  in  various  parts  of  the  county. 
In  addition  to  these,  other  smaller  meetings,  probably  not  less  im- 
portant were  held.  It  has  now  become  the  custom  for  our  teachers 
to  have  a  parents'  day  each  year.  We  have  estimated  that  about 
ninety  per  cent,  of  our  schools  have  purchased  flags  during  the  past 
two  years. 

The  old  custom  of  holding  evening  entertainments  at  the  close 
of  rural  schools  was  struck  from  the  program  this  year.  The  matter 
was  taken  up  at  County  Institute  and  the  teachers,  after  having 
considered  the  evening  entertainment  from  the  standpoint  of  the 
welfare  of  the  school,  decided  unanimously  that  the  practice  should 
be  discontinued. 

A  good  four  room  building  was  erected  at  Conway.  A  four  room 
building  will  soon  be  completed  at  Midland  and  an  eight  room  build- 
ing which  will  cost  about  thirty-five  thousand  dollars,  has  been  com- 
menced at  Beaver. 

Our  County  Institute  was  a  signal  success.  Two  years  ago  we 
changed  the  place  of  holding  the  Institute  from  Beaver  to  Beaver 
Falls.  This  change  met  with  some  opposition  at  the  time  but  now 
nearly  every  one  sees  the  wisdom  of  it.  Our  instructors  were  Hon. 
Henry  Houck,  Dr.  Jonathan  Rigdon,  Dr.  C.  C.  Miller  and  Dr.  E.  W. 
Chubb. 
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BEDFORD  COUNTY— J.  Anson  Wright. 


Honesty  of  effort  and  thoroughness  on  the  part  of  the  pupils, 
efficiency  on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  and  the  absence  of  friction  in 
the  management  and  support  of  the  schools  are  the  characteristics 
which  marked  the  school  work  of  the  county  during  the  past  year. 
Whatever  may  be  said  of  our  shortcomings  and  needs,  and  they  are 
conceded  to  be  many,  it  must  be  admitted  that  this  quiet  but  steady 
progress  of  the  schools  along  essential  lines  is  impossible  under  an 
inferior  organization  and  an  indifferent  teaching  force.  Our  teachers 
taken  as  a  whole  are  earnest  and  efficient  and  are  moved  by  high 
purpose  and  noble  impulse.  It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  many  of 
them  have  never  had  the  advantage  of  professional  training.  It  is 
truly  gratifying,  however,  to  observe  in  their  wTork  certain  valuable 
compensating  features  which  arise  through  their  familiarity  with 
the  country  child's  environment,  his  difficulties,  and  his  equipment. 
This  knowledge  is  obtained  only  through  an  intimate  acquaintance 
with  the  child's  home,  his  suroundings,  his  books,  his  life.  To  one 
who  has  himself  or  herself  lived  the  life  of  the  country  child,  as  the 
average  country  school  teacher  in  this  county  has  done,  this  ac- 
quaintance attaches  as  a  birthright  and  at  the  same  time  confers 
upon  its  possessor  a  special  qualification  for  teaching  in  this  class 
of  schools.  But  if  these  teachers,  thus  peculiarly  adapted  for  work 
in  the  country  schools,  do  as  well  as  they  do  without  professional 
training,  how  much  better  might  they  do  with  it!  Superior  pre- 
paration on  the  part  of  teachers  is  the  need  of  the  hour  in  our 
schools.  Higher  training  both  scholastic  and  professional  must  be 
the  watchword  of  every  teacher  who  aspires  to  a  worthy  position  in 
his  chosen  calling.  The  child  is  entitled  to  it;  the  age  is  demanding 
it,  soon  the  public  will  not  be  satisfied  without  it.  So  far  as  circum- 
stances would  permit  the  teachers'  examinations  have  in  this  county 
regularly  been  made  the  means  of  establishing  a  higher  standard  of 
scholastic  attainments  among  those  who  in  successive  years  were 
licensed  to  teach.  Thus  the  age  limit  of  beginning  teachers  has 
been  increased  from  17  to  18  years;  and  if  examinations  have  not 
been  made  more  difficult  each  year  more  satisfactory  papers  and  a 
better  grade  of  work  generally  have  been  required.  The  lines 
against  the  weaker  applicants  for  a  teacher's  certificate  have  been 
more  closely  drawn,  and  our  teachers  as  a  class  have  become  more 
and  more  proficient  in  the  branches  ordinarily  taught  in  the  schools. 
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The  number  of  teachers  holding  provisional  certificates,  which  is 
the  lowest  grade  of  certificates  issued,  was  reduced  this  year  from 
224  to  201  while  the  number  holding  certificates  higher  than  a  pro- 
visional rose  from  126  to  141,  which  latter  number  represents  about 
41  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  those  who  taught  in  the  county 
during  the  year.  The  reduction  from  79  to  56  in  the  number  of 
teachers  who  had  no  previous  experience  is  also  regarded  as  a  step 
forward.  In  the  matter  of  teachers'  salaries  by  far  the  highest 
figures  ever  known  in  the  county  were  attained  last  year.  This  was 
due  chiefly  to  the  operation  of  the  new  minimum  salary  law  which 
went  into  effect  with  the  beginning  of  the  year  just  closed.  It  is 
pleasing  to  recall,  however,  that  during  the  past  decade  teachers' 
salaries  slowly  but  steadily  advanced  in  the  county  through  volun- 
tary action  on  the  part  of  school  boards.  The  average  monthly 
salary  of  men  teachers,  basing  the  calculation  upon  the  number  of 
same,  rose  this  year  from  $39.36  to  $46.81,  and  of  women  teachers, 
from  $36.53  to  $44.17. 


BERKS  COUNTY—  Eli  M.  Rapp. 


During  the  past  school  year,  four  modern  and  up-to-date  school 
buildings  were  erected — a  one-roomed  building  in  Perry — two  two- 
roomed  buildings,  one  in  Cumra  and  one  in  Heidelberg — and  one 
eight-roomed  building  at  Wyomissing.  The  newly  organized 
borough  of  Wyomissing  erected  one  of  the  handsomest  structures 
in  the  county.  The  building  is  built  of  buff  and  red  brick,  and  cream 
white  trimmings,  with  granite  base  and  Indiana  limestone  trim- 
mings. In  the  matter  of  equipment  all  the  latest  and  modern  ap 
pliances  were  introduced — sanitary  drinking  fountains,  cement 
wainscoting,  solid  porcelain  plumbing  fixings,  playgrounds  in  the 
basement  for  both  boys  and  girls  and  an  excellent  system  of  heat- 
ing and  ventilating.    The  c*st  of  the  building  is  $20,000. 

January  31  was  observed  almost  universally  in  the  public  schools 
as  James  Whitcomb  Riley  Day.  A  twenty  page  circular  containing 
suggestive  matter  for  observance  of  the  day  was  forwarded  to  each 
teacher  in  the  county.  The  school  children  were  delighted  with 
the  program  of  exercises  and  voted  Riley  as  one  of  the  most  popular 
of  their  writers.  The  following  message  dated  January  6th,  at 
Indianapolis,  was  forwarded  by  Mr.  Riley  to  the  teachers  and  pupils 
of  the  county:  "I  feel  that  you  have  greatly  honored  me  and  am 
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deeply  touched  by  this  expression  of  your  regard.  My  gratitude 
in  response  is  most  fervent  and  1  can  only  say  out  of  the  fulness  of 
my  heart  may  all  (he  blessings  <>l"  theNew  Year  hi-  yours,  teachers 
and  pupils  alike — and  as  'Tiny  Tim'  would  say,  'God  bless  us  every 
one.'  " 

The  teachers  of  the  county  during  the  past  school  year  received 
more  than  $40,000  in  salaries  than  ever  before,  and  of  this  amount 
|33,000  will  be  paid  back  to  the  respective  districts  under  the  mini- 
mum salary  act. 

The  directors  of  the  county  voluntarily  paid  more  than  $7,000  in 
salaries  last  year  which  was  not  required  to  be  paid  by  law. 

This  is  a  hopeful  sign — a  sign  for  better  things  educationally  for 
our  country  schools.  The  average  salary  of  the  teachers  in  a  com- 
munity reflects  that  community's  average  sense  of  the  value  of 
teaching  to  its  life,  and  measures  the  quality  of  its  desire  to  educate 
its  young  generation.  Low  salaries  and  inefficiency  go  hand  in 
hand.  If  the  country  schools  are  to  be  as  good  as  the  city  schools 
we  must  spend  more  money  and  spend  it  in  a  better  way.  The 
educational  facilities  in  the  country  must  be  equally  as  good  as 
those  of  the  city  and  the  men  whose  vote  deprives  the  country  chil- 
dren of  these  facilities  is  an  enemy  of  the  farmer,  because  his  vote 
diminishes  the  future  value  of  the  most  important  crop  on  the 
farm — the  farmer's  sons  and  daughters. 

The  movement  commenced  about  fifteen  years  ago  by  the  public 
school  teachers  of  this  county,  inspired  both  by  Wm.  M.  Zechman, 
former  superintendent  of  the  schools  and  Morton  L.  Montgomery, 
Esq.,  our  local  historian,  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  Colonel  Con- 
rad Weiser,  pioneer,  diplomat  and  soldier,  by  the  erection  of  a 
monument  or  a  tablet  with  funds  raised  by  the  school  children 
of  the  county,  culminated,  Wednesday  afternoon,  October  30,  1907, 
in  the  dedication  and  unveiling  of  a  handsome  bronze  metal  tablet, 
on  the  west  side  of  the  building  of  the  Stichter  Hardware  Company, 
Reading,  the  site  on  which  the  great  patriot  conducted  a  trading 
post.  The  exercises  incident  to  the  dedication  were  held  in  the 
Academy  of  Music,  at  3  o'clock,  October  30,  1907,  and  followed  im- 
mediately the  afternoon  session  of  the  county  institute. 

Many  of  the  members  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Berks  were 
present  on  special  invitation.  Wm.  M.  Zechman  presided,  and 
Thomas  C.  Zimmerman,  L.  H.  D.,  representing  the  Historical  Society 
delivered  the  dedicatory  address  to  a  crowded  house.  It  was  a 
masterly,  glowing  and  well  deserved  tribute  to  Conrad  Weiser. 

The  tablet  was  unveiled  by  Howard  E.  Harbster,  a  descendant 
of  Weiser.  The  memorial  was  turned  over  to  the  County  Superin- 
tendent, who  in  turn  designated  the  Historial  Society  as  perpetual 
custodian  and  caretaker  of  the  tablet.     Louis  Richards,  Esq.,  presi- 
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dent  of  the  Historical  Society,  accepted  the  custodianship  in  behalf 
of  the  Society. 

The  Civic  League  of  Reading  is  doing  a  grand  work  by  arranging 
a  series  of  traveling  art  exhibits  for  one-room  country  schools, 
modeled  and  planned  somewhat  after  the  Horace  K.  Turner  free 
traveling  art  exhibit.  Each  exhibit  contains  a  dozen  carefully 
selected  pictures  peculiarly  adapted  for  one-room  country  schools. 
The  pictures  are  mounted  on  cardboard  and  a  set  remains  for  a 
month  in  a  school  after  which  it  is  passed  to  the  next.  There  are 
no  expenses  connected  with  the  movement  as  the  pictures  are 
loaned  free  and  transportation  charges  prepaid.  Each  set  is  also 
accompanied  by  books  and  leaflets  on  picture  studies  for  the 
teacher.  These  studies  are  adapted  in  subject  and  treatment  to 
the  mental  development  of  children  and  are  to  be  regarded  as  sug- 
gestive material  for  teachers  for  developing  the  perception,  imagina- 
tion and  love  of  nature. 

Various  ways  are  indicated  of  interesting  the  children,  sometimes 
by  story  telling,  sometimes  by  bringing  out  the  lesson  in  the  picture 
more  impersonally,  and  by  having  the  pupil  write  short  essays  as 
part  of  their  regular  English  course,  so  far  as  their  age  permits. 
By  this  movement  a  child  will  have  become  familiar  with  a  dozen 
good  pictures  a  year. 

This  laudable  project  inaugurated  by  the  Civic  League  is  a  truly 
beneflcient  movement  and  far  reaching.  The  school-room  is  after  all 
the  best  place  in  inculcate  the  love  of  the  beautiful.  To  the  rising 
generation  the  most  effective  lessons  can  be  given,  and  from  the 
school  the  children  will  carry  the  lessons  to  the  home.  Educational 
forces  can  make  the  inborn  love  for  the  beautiful  in  every  child 
a  great  uplift  to  both  personal  and  national  character  by  correlat- 
ing the  fine  arts  with  other  subjects  as  a  gracious  adjunct. 

At  the  county  institute  last  fall,  one  hundred  dollars  were 
awarded  in  prizes  to  the  various  members  of  the  newly  organized 
Boys'  Agricultural  Club  and  Girls'  Domestic  Science  Club.  The 
awards  were  made  by  experts  and  the  hundreds  of  members  and 
their  friends  present  were  delighted  with  the  exhibits  of  products 
and  the  substantial  premiums  offered.  Nearly  800  members  belong 
to  each  club  now  and  names  are  being  constantly  added.  Parents 
are  intensely  interested  in  the  movement  and  great  good  has  re- 
sulted from  the  movement. 

One  aim  of  the  movement  is  to  enlist  the  interests  of  the  boys 
and  girls  of  the  farm  and  awaken  in  their  minds  the  fact  that  the 
problems  of  the  farm  are  great  enough  to  command  all  the  brain 
power  they  possess.  These  things  that  touch  our  lives  are  the 
things  that  Cause  us  to  think  and  to  develop  and  as  education  is  life 
and  life  is  education,  should  we  not  bring  into  the  curricula  a  greater 
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proportion  of  these  things  that  have  a  vital  relation  to  life  and  its 
interests. 
The  only  way  to  think  is  to  have  something  to  think  about.    The 

way  to  educate  a  boy  is  to  sot  him  to  work;  the  way  to  get  him  to 
work  is  to  interest  him;  the  way  to  interest  him  is  to  relate  his 
task  to  some  form  of  reality.  This  movement  also  vitalizes  all 
school  work  of  country  children;  it  bridges  over  the  gulf  between 
home  life  and  school  life,  nullities  the  artificiality  and  remoteness 
that  is  frequently  developed  in  school,  and  proceeds  in  order  by 
welding  instruction  to  the  life  and  experience  of  the  child.  The 
prevailing  trend  in  modern  education  is  toward  greater  concrete- 
ness.  "Learning  by  doing"  is  the  cry.  Less  of  the  text-book  work, 
more  of  the  laboratory,  the  shop  and  school  garden.  Less  of  non- 
essentials taught  to  give  mental  discipline,  more  of  equally  valu- 
able disciplinary  work  related  to  the  lives  and  occupations  of  the 
pupils  and  their  parents.  This  is  the  creed  of  the  up-to-date  educa- 
tor, who  is  not  bound  hand  and  foot  to  educational  traditions  and 
heresies. 

This  in  the  city  means  manual  training,  nature  study,  school  gar- 
dening, bookkeeping,  home  economics,  stenography  and  typewriting; 
in  the  country  it  means  nature  study,  school-gardening,  agriculture 
and  home  economics.  The  country  school  itself  has  undoubtedly 
been  a  considerable  factor  in  the  mighty  exodus  from  the  farms  to 
villages  and  cities.  Days  and  weeks  are  still  given  in  some  of  our 
country  schools  to  the  greatest  common  divisor  and  to  four-story 
complex  fraction  monstrosities;  but  never  a  wrord  about  the  soil, 
the  growth  of  crops  which  make  the  farm  life  possible,  or  trees, 
shrubs  and  flowers  so  beautiful.  The  possibilities  of  comfort,  free- 
dom, and  health;  of  competence  and  happiness;  of  the  dignity  and 
beauty  of  labor  as  connected  wdth  farm  life  must  be  more  and  more 
exploited  in  the  country  schools.  Fill  the  curriculum  with  material 
having  to  do  with  country  life,  and  give  the  business  processes  of 
the  city  and  village  a  rest.     They  need  it,  and  so  do  the  children. 


BLAIR  COUNTY— T.  S.  Davis. 


In  looking  the  county  over  during  the  past  year,  I  did  not  notice 
any  startling  developments  that  might  furnish  facts  for  a  history  of 
the  schools  for  the  past  year. 

The  statistical  report  shows  that  substantial  progress  has  been 
made,  new  and  modern  equipped  buildings  have  been  erected,  the 
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quality  of  the  teaching  force  has  been  improved  in  the  main,  and 
best  of  all,  directors  are  using  more  care  year  after  year  in  the 
selection  of  teachers  for  our  schools. 

To  my  mind,  this  is  the  most  important  part  of  our  school  problem 
the  selection  of  teachers.  I  have  seen  this  year,  school  boards 
debate  half  a  day  over  the  selection  of  teachers,  and  then  defer 
the  election  for  several  schools  until  a  later  date  in  order  that 
they  might  find  a  teacher  more  suitable  for  that  particular  school 
than  the  applicants  who  had  presented  their  names  for  considera- 
tion This  has  happened  in  not  only  one  district  in  this  county, 
this  year,  but  in  a  number  and  the  directors  were  not  actuated  by 
any  other  motive  than  the  best  interests  of  the  schools  involved. 
This  is  surely  a  sign  of  progress,  when  six  men,  representatives  of 
the  people  of  a  district,  meet  together  and  select  with  so  much 
care  those  who  are  to  teach  their  children  for  the  coming  school 
term. 

Teachers  are  also  making  more  thorough  preparation  for  the 
work,  a  higher  percentage  arc  attending  normal  schools,  and  in- 
stitutions of  a  like  kind  where  by  meeting  together,  they  become 
broad  in  their  views  and  get  rid  of  the  provincalisms  of  their  re- 
spective localities  and  they  also  obtain  a  more  thorough  knowledge 
of  the  subjects  they  are  to  teach  and  how  to  teach  them. 

Every  young  man  or  young  woman  should  spend  a  period  of  his 
or  her  life  at  some  school  away  from  the  home  community  in  order 
that  he  may  understand  the  people  of  other  communities,  know 
their  ways,  associate  with  them,  compare  with  them  the  history  of 
home,  social  and  school  life,  and  by  the  so  doing,  be  made  a  per- 
son able  to  more  fully  understand  child  life,  and  the  community  life 
in  which  he  or  she  may  teach  school. 

T  hope  the  time  may  come  and  come  soon  when  school  boards 
will  not  employ  anyone  who  has  not  had  some  of  this  kind  of  train- 
ing. 

Then  in  the  manner  of  conducting  an  examination  for  teachers' 
provisional  certificates,  I  find  there  has  been  a  great  improvement, 
not  only  in  this  county,  but  in  all  the  counties  with  whose  superin- 
tendents I  have  conversed.  Instead  of  all  purely  technical  ques- 
tions upon  a  given  subject,  such  as  arithmetic,  we  now  use  in  every 
examination  list  such  questions  as:  How  would  you  start  a  class 
in  Decimal  Fractions?  In  Long  Division?  In  Percentage?  etc.,  and 
give  credit  upon  the  answer  received. 

The  provisional  certificate  at  its  best  is  a  poor  thing,  especially 
where  the  examiner  has  never  seen  the  applicant  teach  a  school, 
and  we  hope  the  day  is  not  far  distant  that  will  witness  its  depart- 
ure, or  at  least  greatly  restrict  its  use. 
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Holding  an  examination  for  teachers,  provisional  certificates  in 
almost  every  district  of  a  county  ought  to  be  a  relic  of  the  past. 
As  the  law  now  is,  we  must  hold  an  examination  in  every  district 
that  asks  for  one,  thai  means  twenty  (20)  examinations  in  this 
county,  and  even  more  in  some  of  my  neighboring  counties.  This 
work  could  all  be  done  at  the  county  seat  in  one,  two,  or  three 
examinations  of  two  days  each,  and  thus  allow  a  county  superin- 
tendent a  vacation  when  he  could  attend  a  summer  assembly  and 
thus  better  fit  himself  for  his  duties,  as  it  now  is,  his  work  takes  up 
the  entire  year,  except  a  few  weeks  in  August,  and  he  has  little 
chance  to  compare  notes  with  his  fellow  co  laborers,  except  in  the 
few  conventions  and  meetings  held  during  the  winter  months  at 
Harrisburg  or  elsewhere. 

As  Emerson  truly  says:  "Every  piece  of  work  has  its  compensa- 
tion," and  this  travelling  round  from  district  to  district  has  its. 
You  meet  with  the  people  of  the  different  districts  in  a  social  way, 
and  thus  learn  more  of  the  respective  localities,  but  it  strikes  me, 
the  central  examination  wTould  give  better  results  in  more  ways 
than  I  have  space  here  to  enumerate. 

Another  healthy  sign  of  progress  in  this  county  is  the  increased 
interest  and  appreciation  in  our  County  Institute  work  and  local 
institutes.  We  still  adhere  to  the  plan  of  having  seven  local  in- 
stitute centers  with  a  stated  time  for  holding  a  meeting  at  each 
one.  The  meetings,  as  a  rule,  are  well  attended  and  great  interest 
shown,  especially  by  the  teachers.  Several  teachers  last  winter 
attended  all  the  meetings,  travelling  from  point  to  point. 

I  was  pleased,  during  my  visitations  of  schools  last  term  to  note 
that  nearly  all  school  libraries  had  added  new  books  of  a  good  kind 
to  their  number. 

A  great  amount  of  painting,  papering  and  fixing  of  school  houses 
and  property  throughout  the  county  was  noticeable,  although  much 
yet  remains  in  that  line  to  be  done. 

Hasten  the  day,  oh!  ye  fates!  when  the  school  property  shall  be 
the  best  and  most  attractive  piece  of  property  in  the  community 
and  it  should  be,  for  our  boys  and  girls  are  the  most  important 
asset  of  the  nation. 

A  great  deal  of  attention  wras  given  in  our  schools  last  year  to 
special  day  exercises,  flag  raisings,  patriotic  days,  arbor  day  and 
tree  planting  exercises,  etc. 

Wherever  yards  are  fenced  so  that  trees  could  be  protected,  they 
have  been  planted,  with  appropriate  exercises,  and  we  have  sought 
to  cultivate  a  spirit  that  will  look  after  the  trees  in  the  future. 

Thus  tree  planting  and  caring  for  them  when  planted  is  important 
for  two  reasons,  first  the  practical,  as  shown  by  the  scarcity  of  lum- 
ber, the  drying  up  of  water  sources,  the  calling  together  of  the 
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Governors  of  the  States  by  the  President  of  the  U.  S.,  and  the 
value  of  land  re-set  with  timber  in  twenty,  forty,  an:l  sixty  years. 

Second  the  ethical,  the  effect  beautiful  trees  has  upon  the  senses, 
the  soul  power  developed  in  watching  and  caring  for  the  growth  of 
a  tree,  the  true  pride  one  has  in  after  life  in  saying  "I  helped  plant 
and  preserve  these  beautiful  useful  trees." 

Take  it  all  in  all  I  think  we  have  had  a  very  successful  year  in 
Blair  county.     But  we  hope  for  greater  things  in  the  future. 

I  desire  to  thank  the  Department,  the  press  and  the  public,  for 
their  assistance,  their  kind  words  of  praise  and  commendation,  and 
their  appreciation  of  services  rendered.  "May  they  reap  as  they 
have  sown." 


BRADFORD  COUNTY— H.  S.  Putnam. 


The  annual  session  of  the  Bradford  County  Teachers'  Institute  was 
held  at  Towanda  during  the  week  of  October  7th.  Nearly  all  the 
teachers  in  the  county  were  in  attendance  and  great  interest  was 
manifested  in  all  the  work.  The  day  instructors  were  Dr.  S.  D. 
Fess,  Ex-Commissioner,  O.  T.  Corson,  Dr.  Charles  T.  McFarlane, 
Miss  Maude  Willis,  Dr.  Daniel  Fleisher,  and  Prof.  Jerry  March. 

The  evening  exercises  were  as  follows: 

Monday  evening.  Miss  Willis,  Recital,  "If  I  were  King." 

Tuesday  evening,  Rev.  Samuel  Parks  Cadman,  Lecture,  "Modern 
Babylon." 

Wednesday  evening,  Paul  Pierson,  Lecture  Recital. 

Thursday  evening,  Gen.  Z.  T.  Sweeney,  Lecture,  "The  Golden 
Age." 

Friday  evening,  The  Ion  Jackson  Grand  Concert  Company. 

Thirty-four  township  educational  meetings  were  held  during  the 
first  half  of  the  year.  These  meetings  were  largely  attended  by 
patrons,  pupils,  teachers  and  directors. 

The  county  was  divided  into  four  local  institute  sections  and  meet- 
ings were  held  at  Troy,  Athens,  Towanda  and  Wyalusing.  They 
consisted  of  day  sessions  for  teachers  and  evening  sessions  for  citi- 
zen. At  all  these  sessions  some  persons  from  outside  of  the  county 
were  in  attendance  and  made  addresses  to  the  teachers. 

The  Bradford  County  Educational  Association  held  meetings  at 
Sayre,  Towanda.  and  Rome.  Dr.  McFarlane  of  the  Brockport  State 
Normal  School,  N.  Y.,  was  employed  as  principal  instructor  at  the 
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Sayre  meeting.  The  February  meeting  at  Towanda  was  held  jointly 
with  the  Directors'  Association  and  there  were  in  attendance  about 
200  directors  and  a  large  number  of  teachers.  Ex-Commissioner 
().  T.  Corson,  and  Supt.  Eli  Rapp,  of  Berks  county,  were  the  princi- 
pal speakers  employed  for  this  meeting.  The  Directors'  Association 
was  in  session  two  days  and  the  Educational  Association  continued 
one  day  longer.  This  meeting  is,  next  to  the  county  institute,  the 
largest  attended  and  best  educational  event  in  the  county. 

Examinations  for  admission  to  High  Schools  were  held  at  the 
different  High  Schools  throughout  the  county  on  May  1  and  2. 
These  examinations  have  in  past  years  been  held  at  the  schools  in 
which  the  pupils  were  in  attendance,  and  there  was  a  great  falling 
off  in  the  number  this  year  who  tried  the  examination.  Few  passed 
but  those  who  failed  at  that  time  will  be  given  an  opportunity  at 
the  opening  of  school  to  make  up  the  subjects  necessary  for  admis- 
sion. 

Nearly  700  certificates  of  perfect  attendance  have  been  sent  to 
pupils  who  were  neither  absent  nor  tardy  during  the  whole  school 
term. 

Township  High  Schools,  located  at  Camptown,  Warren  Center, 
Orwell,  Rome,  Smithfield,  Luthers  Mills,  and  West  Burlington  were 
in  successful  operation  during  the  year.  While  there  is  a  falling 
off  in  the  number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
county,  the  High  School  attendance  has  largely  increased. 

Transportation  of  pupils  is  gaining  in  favor  and  has  improved 
the  school  attendance  materially  in  townships  where  it  has  been 
in  practice. 

The  usual  Farmers'  Institutes  were  held  and  an  important  feat- 
ure were  the  sessions  devoted  to  education. 

The  Bradford  County  Educational  Association,  at  its  session  at 
Rome,  directed  the  executive  committee  to  purchase  a  stereopticon 
lantern  with  slides  to  be  used  for  educational  meetings  wherever 
practicable.  The  association  also  made  a  request  of  the  Historical 
Society  to  have  prepared  a  text  book  on  local  history  for  the  use 
of  teachers  in  the  public  schools. 

A  fine,  new  three-room  building  was  erected  in  Ridgebury  town- 
ship last  year.  An  effort  will  be  made  to  establish  a  township  High 
School.  A  number  of  schools  will  be  closed  and  the  pupils  will 
be  transported  to  this  building. 

The  new  salary  law  is  generally  regarded  with  favor  by  the  per- 
sons who  take  the  most  interest  in  the  public  schools.  -Notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  this  law  brings  about  $25,000  to  the  teachers 
of  Bradford  county  without  costing  the  tax-payers  anything,  yet 
there  are  some  persons  dissatisfied  and  full  of  criticism  for  the 
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persons  instrumental  in  the  making  of  this  law.  One  criticism 
quite  often  heard  is  that  better  salaries  have  not  given  them  better 
teachers.  School  directors,  who  make  this  criticism,  are  perhaps 
unwittingly  criticising  their  own  official  action  from  the  fact  that 
the  power  of  selection  of  teachers  is  entirely  within  their  jurisdic- 
tion. If  school  boards  would  adopt  resolutions  to  employ  so  far  as 
possible  only  Normal  graduates  of  successful  experience,  it  is  more 
than  likely  that  they  would  have  trained  teachers  in  their  schools 
and  the  new  salary  law  makes  it  possible  for  them  to  do  this.  If, 
on  the  other  hand,  they  make  no  effort  to  get  applications  from 
other  teachers  than  the  ones  they  have  been  in  the  habit  of  em- 
ploying, nobody  is  to  blame  but  themselves  if  the  schools  are  not 
improved  by  the  increased  salaries. 

Closer  supervision  is  much  needed  to  bring  about  the  best  work 
the  teachers  are  capable  of  giving.  A  teacher  is  measured  too  much 
by  the  friendship  the  pupils  have  for  the  teacher.  In  many  cases 
teachers  are  disliked  by  the  patrons  because  they  do  for  the  chil- 
dren that  which  the  parents  neglect,  and  insist  upon  obedience  and 
proper  attention  to  school  duties.  We  are  looking  and  hoping  for 
better  things  to  come  when  the  Educational  Commission  shall  have 
made  its  report  and  the  Legislature  of  1909  shall  have  enacted  into 
law  the  things  necessary  to  make  our  school  system  productive  of 
the  greatest  good  to  the  children  of  this  Commonwealth. 


BUCKS  COUNTY— J.  M.  Shelley. 


In  submitting  my  annual  report  I  am  glad  to  report  that  in  most 
respects  the  educational  sentiment  of  the  county  has  improved.  To 
this  there  is  but  one  exception  and  that  is  with  respect  to  the  Com- 
pulsory Attendance  Law.  There  has  been  bitter  opposition  to  the 
enforcement  of  this  law  in  many  sections  of  the  county.  In  the 
majority  of  the  districts  the  law  was  enforced  in  the  face  of  all 
opposition  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  in  a  few  it  was  a  dead  letter, 
as  dead  as  the  blue  laws  of  the  18th  century. 

Two  township  High  Schools  have  been  established  within  the  past 
year,  Bristol  and  Hilltown,  making  the  total  number  now  fourteen. 
The  attendance  at  these  schools  has  been  better  than  last  year. 
assuring  their  permanence  so  long  as  the  appropriation  is  forthcom- 
ing. 
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The  superintendent  lias  had  the  uniform  course  of  study  for  the 
county  schools  and  High  Schools  printed  in  substantial  form  and 
there  has  been  decided  progress  in  the  uniformity  of  the  schools 
of  the  county  under  its  influence 

The  county  institute  of  last  fall  was  one  of  the  greatest  ever  held 
in  Bucks  county,  both  as  to  attendance  and  popularity.  The  lec- 
turers were  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson,  Dr.  A.  E.  Winship,  Dr.  Alvin  Davison, 
and  the  music  was  in  charge  of  the  only  Jerry  March. 

The  efforts  of  the  superintendent  and  his  co-workers  during  the 
past  year  have  been  toward  a  development  of  sentiment  in  favor 
of  schools,  school  laws,  and  education  in  general  rather  than  toward 
equipment.  This  was  not  because  the  schools  do  not  need,  and  some 
indeed  wofully,  a  better  equipment,  but  because  a  good  school  senti- 
ment in  the  community  is  of  the  first  importance.  When  this  is 
fully  developed  the  equipment  will  follow. 


BUTLER  COUNTY— R.  S.  Penfield. 


It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  transmit  my  third  annual  report  to  the 
Department  of  Public  Instruction. 

When  we  look  back  over  the  annual  reports  of  the  past  twenty- 
five  years  in  our  country,  we  read  of  great  educational  progress 
each  year  and  wTe  are  sometimes  inclined  to  think  that  certainly 
the  highest  tide  in  educational  affairs  has  been  reached.  But  when 
we  turn  back  to  our  school  rooms  and  there  behold  the  boys  and 
girls  whom  Providence  has  placed  in  our  charge,  how  changed  is 
the  picture. 

Each  year's  experience  in  school  work  brings  new  light  and  in- 
spiration, yet  we  have  not  discovered  the  best  method  of  doing 
everything.  It  is  true  that  we  are  coming  nearer  to  it  than  ever 
before. 

The  public  school  of  today  is  an  important  factor  of  society,  and 
it  is  expected  to  do  much  more  than  to  teach  the  boy  or  the  girl  to 
read,  write  or  cipher.  Teachers  are  sometimes  inclined  to  complain 
that  too  much  is  expected  of  them,  and  ask,  "Who  is  sufficient  for 
these  things?" 
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The  school  should  have  a  higher  aim  than  to  get  pupils  in  a  con- 
dition that  will  enable  them  to  pass  certain  studies  and  be  admitted 
to  higher  classes.  The  school  in  every  thing  that  builds  up  th*. 
young  into  strong  and  noble  manhood  and  womanhood,  should  be 
a  sanitarium.  It  is  gratifying  to  report  each  successive  year  that  the 
educational  outlook  is  more  liberal,  the  social  sky  brighter,  and 
the  discipline  better  calculated  to  make  young  people  something 
better  than  mere  task  learners  under  task  masters. 

Willingness  and  readiness  on  the  part  of  the  pupil  to  do  educa- 
tional thinking,  that  is  investigating  as  well  as  remembering,  is  a 
higher  test  of  the  worth  of  a  school,  than  the  subjects  taught  or 
the  recitation  ability  of  the  classes.  Measuring  by  this  standard 
many  of  our  schools  have  had  a  year  of  encouraging  growth. 

There  is  a  constantly  increasing  demand  for  better  and  more  in- 
telligent teaching.  Proper  support  and  intelligent  criticism  on  the 
part  of  all  interested  will  encourage  and  bring  to  the  front  the  in- 
dustrious, worthy  teachers  and  leave  in  the  rear  the  unworthy  one. 
Our  schools  are  in  large  measure  what  "the  people"  through  the 
X>roper  channels  demand  when  we  say  "the  people"  we  mean  to  in- 
clude the  teachers,  directors  and  pupils  as  well  as  the  other  citizens. 

The  emigration  on  account  of  higher  salaries  of  many  of  our  best 
teachers  to  our  neighboring  county  of  Allegheny  continues  from 
year  to  year  but  with  some  sign  of  abatement  as  a  result  of  the 
minimum  salary  law.  The  too  frequent  change  in  the  personnel  of 
our  teaching  force  of  necessity  proves  an  unfortunate  circumstance. 
It  is  always  a  source  of  disturbance  to  the  well-regulated  life  of  a 
school  and  a  misfortune  to  pupils  and  community. 

Of  our  306  teachers  the  past  year  there  were  only  33  who  had  no 
previous  experience.  Most  of  these  brought  with  them  an  atmos- 
phere of  enthusiasm  that  appealed  forcibly  to  the  active  instincts 
of  young  life  and  proved  a  material  force  in  making  the  work  of 
their  school  room  popular  and  attractive.  A  little  more  than  one- 
sixth  of  our  teachers  the  past  year  were  Normal  graduates  and  a 
large  percentage  of  the  others  availed  themselves  of  the  excellent 
advantages  offered  teachers  during  the  spring  terms  in  the  three 
academies  in  our  county. 

This  disposition  on  the  better  part  of  our  teaching  force  to  grow 
promises  well  for  the  reputation  and  efficiency  of  our  schools. 

During  the  year  313  candidates  for  provisional  certificates  were 
examined,  a  little  more  than  200  certificates  were  issued. 

It  has  not  been  the  policy  in  this  county  to  grant  licenses  to  teach 
to  all  who  apply  irrespective  of  educational  attainment  or  prepara- 
tion for  the  work.  No  work  of  the  superintendent  is  more  labor- 
ious or  responsible  than  holding  the  examinations  and  issuing  Certi- 
ficates, as  the  success  of  the  entire  year  depends  in  large  measure 
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on  the  care  with  which  the  work  is  done.  II  will  be  our  earnest 
endeavor  to  increase  the  necessary  qualilications  for  a  teacher's 
certificate,  not  only  in  book  Lore,  but  also  in  professional  acquire- 
ments. 

The  annual  institute  which  was  held  the  week  of  December  1G  was 
generally  conceded  to  be  one  of  the  best  in  the  history  of  the  county. 
The  program  as  advertised  was  carried  out  to  the  minutest  detail. 
There  were%no  disappointments  anywhere  so  far  as  the  day  instruc- 
tors or  the  evening  attractions  were  concerned. 

The  instructors  were  as  follows:  Dr.  Pattengill,  ex-state  superin- 
tendent of  Michigan;  Dr.  Willis,  president  of  the  University  of  Louis- 
ville; Deputy  State  Superintendent  Teitrick;  Dr.  Geo.  P.  Bible  of 
Philadelphia;  Dr.  Murphy  of  Slippery  Rock  Normal;  President  J.  D. 
Moffat  of  Washington  and  Jefferson  college;  President  R.  M.  Rus 
sell  of  New  Wilmington  college;  Dr.  James  Ament  of  Indiana  Nor- 
mal school.  The  music  of  the  institute  was  directed  by  Prof.  Ham- 
lin E.  Cogswell  of  Indiana. 

The  fifth  annual  convention  was  held  November  22.  Two  hundred 
and  seventy-five  out  of  the  three  hundred  and  thirty  directors  of  the 
county  were  present.  Among  those  who  took  part  in  the  conven- 
tion were  Supt.  Eli  Rapp  of  Berks  county  and  Principal  J.  George 
Becht  of  Clarion  Normal  school. 

Thirty-one  local  educational  meetings  were  held  in  the  county 
during  the  year.  Directors,  school  principals  and  teachers  were 
ready  to  assist  in  these  meetings.  The  total  attendance  at  these 
meetings  was  more  than  seven  thousand  school  patrons,  teachers 
and  friends  of  education.  We  feel  that  these  meetings  resulted  in 
much  good  to  the  school  interests  of  the  county.  In  addition  to 
these  meetings  most  of  our  high  schools  closed  with  commencement 
exercises,  several  of  the  classes  ranging  from  ten  to  fifteen  gradu- 
ates. 

We  have  five  township  high  schools  in  the  county,  the  one  in 
Middlesex  township  having  been  established  this  year.  Steps  have 
already  been  taken  toward  the  establishment  of  two  more  for  the 
coming  year.  That  these  schools  continue  to  grow  in  popularity 
and  favor  is  undisputable  and  it  is  only  a  matter  of  a  few  years 
until  every  child  in  the  county  will  have  the  privilege  of  securing 
a  high  school  education  without  leaving  home,  even  in  the  most 
remote  parts  of  the  county. 

During  the  year  we  were  able  to  make  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven  school  visits,  averaging  an  hour  and  a  quarter  each.  We 
were  in  all  the  schools  once  during  the  year,  about  one-third  of 
them  the  second  time,  and  a  few  the  third  time. 

In  comparing  the  work  of  the  different  teachers  the  fact  is  readily 
observed,  that  true,  efficient  work  in  the  school  room  does  not  de- 
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pend  so  much  on  scholarship  as  on  professional  skill.  Teachers  have 
been  urged  to  attend  school  during  their  vacation,  to  read  educa- 
tional literature,  and  to  visit  other  schools.  Those  expecting  to 
teach  have  been  advised  to  attend  professional  schools  and  to  pre- 
pare themselves  for  good  work  before  offering  their  services  to  the 
school  boards.  Teachers  have  been  advised  in  regard  to  their  fail- 
ings and  instructed  in  better  methods  at  every  opportunity. 

I  hope  only  that  I  have  given  inspiration  to  some  whg  were  dis- 
couraged, and  dropped  a  thought  here  and  there  that  may  find  root 
in  good  ground  and  bear  fruit  for  future  good. 

The  directors'  convention  which  assembled  May  5,  last  was  largely 
attended.  The  honor  of  a  re-election  then  conferred  upon  us  was 
appreciated  most  highly.  With  renewed  spirit  and  an  increased 
determination  to  merit  in  some  degree  the  confidence  reposed  in 
us,  we  enter  upon  the  work  of  second  term,  trusting  that  the  same 
co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  directors,  teachers  and  others  shall 
be  in  evidence  in  the  future  as  in  the  past. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  tender  my  thanks  to  the  directors  and 
people  for  their  kindly  interest  and  hospitality,  the  press  for  favors 
granted  and  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  advice  and 
encouragement  cordially  given  me. 


CAMBRIA  COUNTY— Herman   T.  Jones. 


Another  school  year  has  closed.  We  are  able  to  report  sub- 
stantial progress  in  a  number  of  directions.  The  corps  of  teachers 
taken  as  a  whole  are  the  strongest  both  in  teaching  ability 
and  scholarship,  with  whom  it  has  been  our  lot  to  associate.  A 
few  years  ago  we  had  the  greatest  difficulty  in  filling  our  schools 
even  with  teachers  holding  the  lowest  grade  of  certificates.  The 
year  closing  witnessed  a  wonderful  change.  There  were  not  only 
more  teachers  than  was  necessary  but  a  larger  percentage  than 
ever  before  held  high  grade  certificates.  This  of  itself  is  indicative 
not  only  of  improvement  upon  the  part  of  the  teacher  but  speaks 
volumes  of  praise  for  our  school  boards.  In  siome  districts  in 
order  to  retain  the  teachers  whose  services  had  been  satisfactory 
they  advanced  the  salaries  beyond  the  minimum  required  by  law 
for  the  higher  grade  cert  ideates.  Seine  of  our  rural  districts  paid 
as  high  as  $65  per  month  in  order  to  retain  their  strong  teachers. 
When  we  consider  the  results  accomplished  in  such  districts  we  are 
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forced  to  make  the  assertion  thai  ii  was  a  most  judicious  expendi- 
ture of  public  money.  If  every  school  board  were  to  catch  the  spirit 
it  would  sood  bring  us  to  almost  an  ideal  slate  in  our  school  affairs. 
The  attendance  has  been  unusually  good.  Many  of  the 
country  schools  report  an  average  ai tendance  -of  90  per 
cent,  and  upward.  When  we  think  of  the  severity  of  the 
winter  and  the  conditions  of  the  roads  this  is  most  encouraging. 
About  two  hundred  and  sixty  pupils  took  the  eighth  grade  examina- 
tion during  the  year.  Two  hundred  and  ten  of  these  were  successful. 
This  is  the  best  report  we  have  been  able  to  make  in  this  direction. 
It  was  our  privilege  to  attend  a  number  of  high  school  commence- 
ments. The  exercises  at  these  meetings  were  most  pleasing.  The 
pupils  discharged  their  parts  with  ability  and  with  an  assurance 
that  is  borne  because  conscious  of  tbeir  power.  These  exercises 
should  be  made  much  of  as  they  are  one  of  the  potent  influences 
in  awakening  a  healthy  sentiment  toward  the  public  school  system. 
The  directors  discharged  their  parts  with  an  energy  and  fidelity  that 
is  most  commendable.  In  making  our  annual  visits  we  were  often 
accompanied  by  two  or  three  directors.  Their  presence  wras  in- 
spiring and  helpful  not  only  to  the  teacher  and  pupil  but  to  the 
superintendent  as  well.  The  County  Association  is  growing  in 
interest  and  influence.  One  hundred  and  sixty  directors  were 
present  at  the  last  meeting.  It  consisted  of  three  sessions.  The 
time  was  far  too  short  to  discuss  the  questions  that  had  been 
scheduled.  It  was  the  consensus  of  opinion  that  it  was  the  most 
successful  meeting  in  the  history  of  the  Association.  The  Teachers' 
Institute  was  well  attended.  It  was  successful.  The  interest  was 
high  throughout.  The  teachers  w^ent  back  to  their  work  inspired. 
The  instructors  were  Hon.  O.  T.  Corson,  Dr.  I.  M.  Howreth,  Prof. 
T.  H.  Green  and  Dr.  James  E.  Ament.  Prof.  Jerry  March  had 
charge  of  the  music.  Montaville  Flowers,  The  Ebensburg  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
Glee  Club,  Dr.  John  Merritte  Driver,  and  the  Dunbar  Male  Quar- 
tette were  the  evening  attractions.  The  expenses  connected  with 
this  meeting  were  more  than  twelve  hundred  dollars.  After  this 
amount  had  been  paid  out  there  remained  a  balance  of  eighty  two 
dollars  and  thirty  seven  cents  in  the  treasury.  A  number  of  build- 
ings were  completed  during  the  year.  Adams  built  one  two  room 
building  and  an  annex  of  two  rooms  to  the  Duulo  school.  Barr 
has  to  its  credit  a  one  room  structure.  Jackson  built  one  two  room 
building.  Portage  township  erected  one  two  room  building. 
Spangler  completed  an  annex  of  four  rooms  to  their  central  build- 
ing. West  Taylor  finished  one  two  room  building.  The  events  of 
the  year  were  crowned  the  buildings  erected  at  Gallitzin  and 
South  Fork.  In  both  of  these  places  the  schools  had  been  labor- 
ing under  disadvantages.  In  the  first  facilities  were  poor  w7hile 
in  the  other  crowded  conditions  interfered  with  the  progress  of 


24  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

school  work.  Both  districts  arose  to  the  occasion  and  solved  the 
problem  in  such  a  masterful  way  that  the  past  will  be  but  a 
dream.  The  Gallitzin  building  consists  of  twelve  recitation  rooms 
and  an  auditorium.  It  is  a  massive  stately  structure  having  all 
the  modern  conveniences  and  improvements  and  will  stand  as  a 
monument  to  those  who  planned  and  pushed  the  work.  The  South 
Ford  building  is  one  of  the  largest  and  most  expensive  in  the 
county.  Fifteen  rooms  were  utilized  during  the  year.  There  is 
more  room  that  can  be  fitted  as  it  becomes  necessary.  It  is  also 
a  magnificient  structure  well  planned  and  well  arranged.  Nothing 
has  been  spared  that  makes  school  life  healthful  and  pleasant. 


CAMERON  COUNTY— Mattie  M.  Collins. 


In  reviewing  the  school  work  of  our  county  for  another  year,  the 
results  are  in  many  respects  gratifying  though  in  a  number  of  in- 
stances, our  expectations  were  not  fully  realized. 

The  teachers,  as  a  whole,  have  done  excellent  work  during  the 
year.  They  have  been  energetic  in  maintaining  local  institutes, 
and  all  organizations  that  aid  in  school  improvement.  About  one 
half  of  our  last  year's  teaching  force  are  attending  summer  schools 
in  order  to  better  fit  themselves  and  get  new  ideas  for  the  next 
year's  work.  Some  of  our  directors  have  requested  their  teachers 
to  attend  some  school  during  their  vacation.  This  is  a  step  in  the 
right  direction.  When  teachers  realize  that  they  are  expected  to 
crow  and  do  better  work  each  vear,  thev  will  meet  the  demands. 

A  township  High  School  was  organized  in  Shippen  Township. 
Prof.  IT.  B.  Hourihan  was  elected  principal  and  did  most  excellent 
work. 

Two  new  school  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year,  one  in 
Shippen  Township  and  one  in  Lumber  Township.  Other  school 
buildings  have  been  repaired,  painted  and  refurnished.  Our  school- 
houses  throughout  the  county  are  in  very  good  condition. 

Our  County  Institute  was  held  in  Emporium,  October  21-25  and 
was  considered  one  of  the  best  every  held  in  the  county.  Every 
teacher  in  the  county  enrolled  the  first  day  and  attended  the  entire 
week.  The  day  instructors  were:  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  President  of 
Antioch  College,  Ohio,  Dr.  S.  C.  Schumucker,  West  Chester  Normal 
School,  Prof.  n.  F.  Stauffer,  Principal  of  Milleville,  N.  J.  Schools, 
Hon.  I.  K.  Hockley,  Emporium,  had  charge  of  the  music.  Evening 
lectures  and  entertainments  were  as  follows:  Monday,  the  Boston 
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Concert  Company;  Tuesday,  Dr.  B.  I>.  Fess,  Lecture,  "Humanity  of 
Lincoln";  Wednesday,  Dr.  Benry  K.  Rose,  Illustrated  Lecture, 
"Parsifal  and  the  Holy  Grail";  Thursday,  The  Royal  Gypsy  Concerl 

Company. 
The  Cameron  County  Directors'  Association  held  its  fifth  annual 

session  in  the  Court  House,  Emporium,  October  24th.  The  morning 
session  was  held  in  the  Grand  Jury  room.     The  following  subjects 

were  discussed.  The  purchase  and  care  of  text  books;  the  establish- 
ing of  school  libraries;  the  recent  school  laws.  The  afternoon  ses- 
sion was  held  in  connection  with  Teachers'  Institute.  Drs.  Fess 
and  Schmucker  each  gave  a  very  able  address  to  the  directors. 

The  usual  number  of  local  institutes  were  held  during  the  year. 
The  attendance  was  very  good.  Much  interest  was  manifested  in 
these  meetings. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction, the  teachers,  directors  and  the  people  in  general  for  the 
many  courtesies  extended  me  during  the  past  year. 


CARBON  COUNTY— James  J.  Bevan. 


The  record  of  another  year  is  closed.  It  was  a  year  of  commend- 
able effort  for  improvement  along  the  same  general  lines  of  activity 
as  were  followed  in  previous  years.  No  innovations  were  intro- 
duced and  no  experiments  were  attempted,  but  toward  the  attain- 
ment of  better  school  results  and  the  establishment  of  better  school 
conditions  for  future  results  some  progress  wTas  made.  The  usual 
obstacles  to  progress  were  encountered.  Space  does  not  permit  ref- 
erence in  detail  to  them,  but  they  still  exist  and  must  be  considered. 
Over  all  such  obstacles  the  advancement  of  the  year  was  made 
through  the  sustained  effort  of  many  earnest,  intelligent,  and  pro- 
gressive teachers  and  directors. 

Teachers. — One  condition  favorable  to  better  school  work  in  many 
districts  was  the  fact  that  there  were  relatively  few  changes  in 
the  teaching  force,  and  what  was  equally  favorable,  very  few 
changes  in  the  assignment  of  teachers  to  their  schools.  Especially 
was  this  true  in  boroughs  and  a  few  of  the  townships.  In  about  one- 
fourth  of  our  schools  a  change  was  made,  but  only  one-fourth  of 
these  changes  were  made  in  the  boroughs.  School  Boards  in  rural 
districts  should  make  note  of  this  difference  in  school  policy  and 
practice.  Our  teachers  as  a  rule  gave  satisfactory  service.  Com- 
paratively considered,  it  is  gratifying  to  state  that  there  was  more 
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good  teaching  and  correspondingly  less  poor  and  indifferent  teaching 
than  in  the  year  previous.  Another  significant  fact  in  connection 
with  the  administration  of  schools  was  that  less  than  ten  per  cent, 
of  the  teaching  force  were  beginners.  Some  of  these  beginners 
quickly  developed  into  succesful  teachers,  some  gave  but  passable 
service,  and  a  few  were  failures.  Did  space  allow,  a  comparative 
study  of  the  causes  and  conditions  which  affect  and  largely  determine 
the  success  or  failure  of  many  teachers  might  here  be  made.  There 
may  be  more  of  this  later. 

Directors. — Growing  interest  and  increasing  liberality  on  the  part 
of  our  school  boards  in  the  management  and  equipment  of  their 
schools  have  contributed  to  tbe  progress  of  the  year.  This  body 
of  public  servants  gave  proof  of  greater  personal  concern  in  the 
general  problem  of  school  advancement  and  more  unselfish,  genuine 
devotion  to  the  duties  of  their  office.  In  rural  as  well  as  in  the 
town  districts  there  were  many  school  directors  who  showed  eager- 
ness to  learn  the  present  needs  of  their  schools  and  willingness  to 
establish,  is  possible,  the  conditions  necessary  to  meet  these  needs. 
Valuable  suggestions  on  the  questions  of  school  taxation,  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  state  appropriation,  the  enforcement  of  the  com- 
pulsory attendance  law,  and  the  adjustment  of  the  curriculum  to 
common  schools  were  made  by  Mr.  Albert  Breithaupt,  Secretary 
of  the  Kidder  Township  School  Board,  to  the  Pennsylvania  School 
Educational  Commission. 

The  annual  school  directors'  convention  was  more  largely  at- 
tended than  ever  before.  The  address  of  the*  State  Superintend- 
ent, Hon.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  was  of  special  value  to  our  directors. 
A  joint  session  of  the  School  Directors1  Association  and  the  Teach- 
ers' Institute  was  an  inspiring  and  profitable  meeting  and  gave 
added  interest  to  each  convention.  A  pleasing  feature  of  this  con- 
vention was  the  complimentary  dinner  to  all  the  directors  in  attend- 
ance by  Mr.  David  J.  Pearsall,  President  of  the  Mauch  Chunk 
School  Board. 

Supervision. — The  year  was  one  of  activity  in  the  visitation  of 
schools  and  the  various  duties  connected  with  their  supervision. 
Much  attention  and  effort  were  given  to  the  work  of  making  official 
visits  both  a  help  and  inspiration  to  teachers  and  the  supervision 
of  their  work  practical  and  constructive,  especially  in  the  otherwise 
unsupervised  rural  schools  of  the  county.  Early  in  the  term  each 
of  these  schools  was  visited,  the  work  to  be  done  was  discussed 
with  the  teacher  thereof,  and  plans  for  the  coming  term  were  made. 
The  general  conditions  and  surroundings,  the  opportunities  for  good 
school  work  and  the  hindrances  to  the  same  were  observed  and 
noted  so  far  as  possible;  what  to  teach  and  what  not  were  sug- 
gested; hints  and  helps  on  method  and  school  management,  advice 
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and  encouragement  all  were  offered  as  occasion  made  necessary  or 
opportunity  offered.  During  a  subsequent  visit  the  ground  covered 
in  the  Beveral  subjects,  the  degree  of  thoroughness  in  the  work  done, 
and  the  genera]  way  in  which  these  results  were  accomplished  were 
observed,  and  thereby  a  very  fair  estimate  of  the  work  and  worth 
of  each  teacher  was  determined. 

High  Schools. — Nine  borough  high  schools  and  three  township 
high  schools  were  maintained  and  all  of  them  prospered  during  the 
year.  More  students  were  enrolled  therein  and  more  were  gradu- 
ated therefrom  than  ever  before.  A  spirit  of  work  prevailed,  as  a 
rule,  in  this  body  of  students.  A  reasonable  standard  of  scholastic- 
proficiency  was  maintained.  Fitness  for  promotion  and  graduation 
was  determined  on  the  double  basis  of  class  standing  and  final  ex- 
aminations were  conducted,  as  they  should  always  be,  under  the 
general  supervision  of  the  county  superintendent.  In  all  but  three 
of  our  high  schools  classes  were  graduated.  Two  high  schools  main- 
tained a  four-year  curriculum,  four  maintained  a  three-year,  and 
six  a  two-year  course  of  study.  The  commencement  exercises  of 
each  of  these  high  schools  were  successfully  conducted  and  largely 
attended. 

Professional  Work. — The  annual  county  teachers'  institute,  two 
Targe  combined  district  institutes,  and  many  educational  meetings 
in  various  districts  of  the  county  were  held.  In  all  of  these  meet- 
ings constant  effort  was  made  to  offer  in  them  growth  in  teaching 
power  and  professional  zeal  to  every  teacher,  and  to  make  these 
meetings  truly  professional  in  spirit,  aim,  and  effort.  Borne  of  the 
general  themes  discussed  were:  The.  Rational  Basis  of  Teaching, 
Assignment  of  Lessons,  The  Conduct  of  the  Recitation,  The 
Recess  Problem,  School  Room  Hygiene,  Study  and  Fatigue.  At 
each  of  these  meetings,  different  phases  of  each  theme  discussed 
were  assigned  to  three  or  more  teachers  rather  than  the  entire 
theme  to  one  person.  In  this  way  each  topic  was  more  fully  dis- 
cussed, was  made  more  applicable  to  the  needs  of  the  different  school 
grades,  and  many  more  teachers  w7ere  involved  in  the  discussions. 
The  excellent  preparation  of  those  who  took  part  at  these  meetings 
and  the  sensible  kind  of  discussion  that  prevailed  therein  proved  the 
value  of  the  plan  pursued  and  the  worth  of  these  meetings  to  all 
classes  of  teachers. 

Throughout  the  year  all  the  efforts  of  the  superintendent  for 
school  betterment  wTere  supported  and  supplemented  by  the  hearty 
co-operation  of  many  teachers,  directors,  and  other  public-spirited 
persons. 
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CENTRE   COUNTY— David  0.  Etters. 


The  chief  aim  in  education  should  be  the  development  of  the 
embryo  powers  of  the  child,  the  discipline  and  training  of  the 
young  mind;  such  training  as  will  insure  a  higher  conception,  a 
broader  view  of  life  than  that  of  mere  utility  in  maintenance  and 
wealth.  For  surely  the  man,  in  his  highest  and  broadest  sense  is 
more  than  the  stamp  of  his  calling,  is  more  than  lawyer,  mechanic, 
farmer.  It  is  what  he  actually  is,  rather  than  what  he  really  knows, 
that  counts  for  most  in  the  multiplied  activities  of  life.  The  in- 
dividuality of  the  pupil  should  command  the  thought  of  the 
teacher.  Special  talents  and  aptitudes  are  cornerstones  which  mark 
the  foundation  upon  which  the  teacher  must  project  his  plan  of 
action,  his  method  of  procedures.  The  mere  accumulation  of  know- 
ledge is  of  secondary  importance,  the  development  of  individual 
power  is  a  far-more  important  consideration.  It  is  to  this  view 
of  education  that  our  teachers  have  been  asked  to  address 
themselves. 

An  institute  was  held  in  each  of  the  six  local  districts  into  which 
the  county  has  been  divided.  These  meetings  were  all  well  attend- 
ed and  a  deep  interest  was  manifested  in  the  program.  These  local 
meetings  are  an  efficient  force  in  shaping  educational  sentiment 
throughout  the  county,  and  interest  in  this  line  of  work  should  not 
be  permitted  to  lag. 

The  County  Institute  was  highly  successful — one  of  the  very 
best,  in  the  matter  of  attendance  and  interest,  ever  held  within  the 
county. 

A  committee,  appointed  to  formulate  a  course  of  study  in  peda- 
gogy to  be  completed  by  the  teachers  during  the  current  year,  sub- 
mitted a  report,  which  was  unanimously  adopted,  embracing  Ham- 
ilton's "The  Recitation";  Brumbaugh's  "The  Making  of  a  Teacher"; 
and  Seeley's  "History  of  Education."  An  effort  will  be  made  toward 
systematizing  this  work  so  as  to  bring  home  to  the  mind  of  the 
teachers,  individually,  the  necessity  for  such  training  and  some 
degree   of   responsibility   for   its   accomplishment. 

The  School  Directors'  Association  met  on  November  20th  for  a 
two-day's  session.  The  attendance  was  unusually  large  and  the 
meeting  was  most  successful  in  point  of  interest. 

During  thje  past  three  years  the  number  of  township  High 
Schools  was  increased  from  four  to  thirteen.  And  there  are  now 
eighteen  Borough  High  Schools  claiming  State  aid.    These  schools 
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are  doing  a  great  work  in  thoir  several  communities,  and  as  they 
become  better  organized  and  equipped  their  scope  of  usefullness 
will  be  extended  more  and  more. 

A  very  substantial  new  four-room  brick  building  was  erected  at 
Sandy  Ridge  in  Bush  Township;  and  another  similar  to  this  is  be- 
ing erected  at  North  Phillipsburg,  in  the  same  township.  This 
same  district  lias  also  lengthened  its  term  to  eight  months.  Rush 
is  certainly   moving  forward  in  educational  conditions. 

As  a  whole,  conditions  are  not  what  they  should  be,  and  they 
are  not  likely  to  be  better  until  the  vaccination  question  is  more 
completely   set  at   rest. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  express  a  sense  of  appreciation  of  all  the 
agencies  which  have  in  any  way  contributed  to  the  advancement  of 
school  interests. 


CHESTER  COUNTY— G.  W.  Moore. 


The  teachers  are  beginning  to  look  upon  their  work  as  a  recog- 
nized profession  in  which  each  one  is  a  unit  in  an  organized  body. 
Many  of  our  younger  teachers  attend  our  Normal  schools  during 
the  Spring  term;  others  pursue  special  courses  at  some  of  the  sum- 
mer schools  or  take  the  Saturday  course  at  the  University,  while 
more  than  one  hundred  took  the  work  of  the  Professional  Reading 
Course.  The  books  studied  this  year  were  O'Shea's  Dynamic  Fac- 
tors in  Education;  Bagley's  School  Management;  Painter's  Educa- 
tional Essays. 

Year  by  year  this  important  agency  of  our  educational  system 
increases  in  its  efficiency  and  in  the  value  of  the  results  obtained. 
During  the  past  year  local  institutes  were  held  at  Cedarville,  North 
Coventry  township;  Barnsley,  East  Nottingham  township,  Spring 
City  and  Kennett  Square.  The  educational  problems  of  the  day 
were  discussed  and  great  interest  manifested  on  the  part  of  the 
people. 

The  annual  county  institute  was  held  in  West  Chester  during  the 
first  week  of  November  was  a  most  decided  breaking  away  from  the 
old,  and  the  inaugural  of  the  new,  and  we  trust  the  more  helpful 
and  strictly  practical  work.  Fifty  per  cent,  of  the  work  was  done 
by  the  teachers,  who  made  fine  records  in  the  amount  and  character 
of  the  work  done.  Every  effort  was  made  to  exclude  everything  of 
a  visionary  nature.  The  teachers  were  assigned  to  sections  of  their 
own  choosing — high  school,  grammar  school,  primary  school,  and 
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ungraded  school  in  which  papers  on  appropriate  topics  were  read 
and  practically  discussed.  The  instructors  were:  Dr.  Schaeffer, 
State  Supt.;  Dr.  G-.  M.  Philips,  Prin.  West  Chester  State  Normal 
School;  Dr.  S.  D  Fess,  Antioch  College;  Prof.  Ernest  Burnham,  Kal- 
amazoo, Mich. 

The  sociable  Monday  evening  proved  most  enjoyable.  Lectures 
by  Dr.  Burnham,  Dr.  Fess,  and  a  concert  by  the  Hearon  Sisters  com- 
posed the  evening's  attractions.  The  week  was  voted  the  best  in 
our  Institute  history. 

Three  third  grade  High  Schools  were  opened  in  East  Nantrueal, 
Londongrove  and  Valley  townships  respectively.  This  makes  the 
total  number  of  Township  High  Schools  in  our  county  twenty-three; 
including  our  borough  High  Schools  we  have  thirty-six  High  schools 
in  our  county.  We  advise  the  strengthening  of  these  schools  rather 
than  a  further  increase  in  number.  Surely  the  time  is  not  far  dis- 
tant when  manual  training,  domestic  science,  and  elements  of  agri- 
culture will  be  taught  in  these  schools. 

The  teachers  of  the  next  generation  must  be  able  to  give  their 
pupils  knowledge  of  and  practice  in  manual  training,  domestic 
science  and  elements  of  agriculture.  To  meet  this  demand  provi- 
sion needs  to  be  made  at  once  to  give  the  graduates  the  chance  to 
get  needful  knowledge  and  skill. 

A  new  two  story  brick  building  was  built  at  Kimberton  in  East 
Pikeland,  also  the  same  kind  of  structure  at  Chester  Springs  in 
West  Pikeland  township. 

A  new  room  was  added  to  the  building  at  North  Berwyn,  Tredyff- 
rin  township  and  an  additional  room  was  opened  at  Paoli,  same 
township. 

A  village  fire  at  St.  Mary's,  Warwick  township,  swept  away  a 
fine  two  room  building. 

The  Principals'  Club  held  the  usual  number  of  meetings  during 
the  year.  The  last  meeting  was  held  at  Valley  Forge  Park,  May 
23d,  W.  W.  Macelree,  Esq.,  delivered  an  oration  on  the  occasion. 

We  will  ever  cherish  the  happy  associations  and  friendships 
formed  during  the  past  nine  years  of  service,  and  the  action  of  the 
recent  triennial  convention — unanimous  re-election  and  substantial 
increase  of  salary — will  ever  remain  a  bright  spot  in  memory. 
Truly  such  expression  of  appreciation  of  faithful  service  is  an  in- 
spiration. 
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CLARION  COUNTY— L.  L.  Hiines. 


The  schools  of  Clarion  county  during  the  year  have  made  com- 
mendable progress  along  many  lines.  We  have  had  no  startling 
changes,  but  the  attendance  was  much  better  than  that  of  previous 
years,  and  a  tendency  on  part  of  directors  to  retain  teachers  who 
had  been  faithful  is  one  of  the  most  encouraging  things  in  our  year's 
work.  A  teacher  who  has  done  faithful  work  during  the  year  ought 
to  have  some  assurance  that  his  position  is  secure  for  a  number  oi 
years. 

The  Count}'  Institute  was  the  leading  educational  event  of  the 
year.  Supt.  L.  E.  McGinnes,  of  Steelton,  Pa.;  was  with  us  during 
the  week,  and  his  work  was  appreciated  by  all.  Prof.  J.  H.  Apple, 
of  Frederick,  Md.,  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  and  Dr.  Walter  Egbert,  of 
Clarion  State  Normal,  having  been  long  in  the  Normal  School  work, 
did  good  service  as  instructors.  Prof.  Toothacre,  of  Philadelphia 
Museum  was  with  us  two  sessions  and  explained  to  the  teachers 
how  the  Museum  collection  may  be  obtained,  and  how  they  may 
be  used  to  advantage  in  the  different  classes.  Miss  Beatrice  Weller, 
of  New  York  City,  had  charge  of  drawing.  Miss  Melissa  Davie  and 
Rev.  E.  B.  Bailey  conducted  the  music. 

Gen.  Z.  T.  Sweeney  and  Hon.  George  R.  WTendling  lectured  at  two 
of  the  evening  sessions,  and  McGibney  Hasler  Concert  Company 
and  Rounds  Ladies'  Orchestra  entertained  the  other  two  evenings. 
The  attendance  at  the  County  Institute  was  very  satisfactory. 

The  Directors'  Association  held  during  the  year  was  well  at- 
tended, and  directors  came  ready  and  willing  to  ask  and  answer 
questions.  The  principal  addresses  were  made  by  Supt.  Bayle  of 
Erie  county,  and  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  of  Clarion  Normal  School. 

The  county  was  divided  into  eight  local  institute  districts. 
These  meetings  were  well  attended,  and  proved  a  source  of  help 
and  inspiration  to  the  teachers  and  patrons.  The  borough  and 
grade  teachers  were  brought  together  in  these  meetings  with  the 
rural  teacher  and  much  mutual  benefit  resulted  to  all  in  attendance. 
The  following  suggestions  were  made  to  the  teachers  by  the 
County  Superintendent,  through  the  Institute  Directory: 

The  law  requires  school  directors  to  pay  teachers  for  the  time 
spent  at  County  Institute,  but  the  teacher  must  be  present  the  time 
for  which  he  claims  pay.  If  a  teacher  is  present,  he  is  entitled  to 
pay.     The  County  Superintendent  has  no  discretion  nor  voice  in 
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the  matter.  A  few  teachers  were  irregular  in  attendance  last 
year,  and  some  did  not  attend  at  all.  Every  teacher  in  the  county 
should  be  present  at  every  session,  and  the  attendance  should  be 
as  regular,  helpful  and  profitable  as  it  is  possible  for  him  to  make 
it. 

This  institute  will  afford  a  rare  opportunity  to  teachers  and  all 
others  who  attend  the  day  and  evening  sessions  to  hear  great  men 
engaged  in  educational  work  along  the  lines  of  instruction,  lectures 
and  concerts.  Every  effort  has  been  made  to  make  this  the  strong- 
est teachers'  institute  ever  held  in  Clarion  county. 

The  real  object  of  the  day  sessions  of  the  institute  is  to  impress 
upon  teachers  the  general  nature  of  each  subject,  and  the  best 
methods  of  instructing  and  governing.  If  the  institute  succeeds  in 
presenting  sound  professional  work  by  successful  and  worthy  in- 
structors it  will  have  performed  its  true  work. 

Many  of  the  teachers  of  Clarion  county  are  in  need  of  a  higher 
type  of  school  organization,  government  and  instruction. 

Instruction  along  these  several  lines  will  receive  special  attention 
at  this  institute,  and  should  be  heard,  and  carefully  noted  by  all 
intending  to  teach. 

I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  aims  of  the  institute  as  ex- 
pressed by  an  eminent  writer  on  this  subject: 

1.  The  institute  should  be  regarded  as  the  chief  agency  at  our 
command  for  communicating  some  measure  of  professional  spirit 
to  the  teachers. 

2.  The  institute  should  inspire  its  membership  with  a  determina- 
tion to  gain  the  helps  that  are  offered  by  larger  courses  of  instruc- 
tion, or,  when  this  is  impossible,  to  pursue  a  systematic  course  of 
self-instruction  by  reading  and  study. 

3.  The  aim  of  the  institute  should  be  rather  to  communicate  the 
best  methods  of  organizing,  governing  and  instructing,  than  to 
teach  subject  matter. 

4.  The  best  work  of  the  institute  should  be  regarded  as  the  crea- 
tion of  the  scholarly  and  the  professional  spirit,  a  desire  to  reach 
high  scholastic  attainments,  and  an  ambition  to  attain  excellence 
in  teaching. 

I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  publish  in  this  directory  any  testimonials 
in  regard  to  the  standing  and  ability  of  the  day  instructors,  as  they 
are  all  persons  of  well-known  scholastic  attainments,  and  have  suc- 
cessfully filled  some  of  the  higjhest  educational  positions  in  the 
United  States. 

SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHERS. 

Faithfully  Daily  preparation  is  absolutely  necessary  to  good 
teaching.  i 
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A  neat,  clean,  properly  heated  and  well  ventilated  school  room 
is  indispensible  to  succesful  teaching. 

Have  a  program  with  well  arranged  study  and  recitation  periods. 
Stick  to  it. 

Supply  all  pupils  with  proper  material  for  study  and  recitation. 
Have  no  interruption  during  recitations. 

Without  Attention  on  the  part  of  each  pupil  no  good  teaching 
can  be  done. 

Rorak  says:  Time  spent  in  trying  to  teach  an  inattentive  class  is 
time  thrown  away. 

To  learn  to  give  attention  is  all  there  is  in  education,  says  Prince. 

TJie  Whole  recitation  should  be  conducted  for  the  benefit  of 
Every  member  of  the  class. 

Teaching  should  follow  the  following  order:  recitation,  drill,  re- 
view, written  reproduction  or  examination. 

Use  your  best  judgment  and  teaching  ability  in  Assigning 
the  lesson. 

Teach  pupils  how  to  study.  This  is  more  difficult  than  to  teadh 
rules  and  words. 

Some  one  has  suggested  the  following  DON'TS  for  teachers: 
Don't  scold,  don't  talk  too  loud,  don't  talk  too  much,  don't  sit  too 
much,  don't  get  angry,  don't  be  lazy.  A  teacher  who  is  habitual 
in  any  of  these  is  a  nuisance  and  ought  to  be  dismissed. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  advice 
and  assistance. 


CLEARFIELD  COUNTY— W.  E.  Tobias. 


i  In  summing  up  the  work  of  the  year  I  find  little  thlat  is  new  to 
report.  Changes  hare  been  few.  We  think  however  that  there 
has  been  substantial  improvement  in  both  teachers  and  schools. 
While  the  advancement  has  not  been  so  rapid  along  certain  lines  as 
we  wish,  yet  there  has  been  steady  growth  in  the  rigpit  direction. 

The  number  of  schools  and  of  teachers  are  increasing  from  year 
to  year  and  we  are  now  almost  five-hundred  strong.  The  teachers 
are  not  only  increasing  in  number  but  in  efficiency  as  well.  Among 
this  number  of  teachers  there  must  be  some  failures;  but  they  have 
been  comparatively  few.  In  our  annual  visits  we  found  nearly  all 
doing  good,  faithful,  conscientious  work.  The  new  Salary  Law 
tends  to  keep  the  older  and  more  experienced  teachers  in  the  work 
and  this  no  doubt  accounts  in  part  for  so  few  failures.  Higher  sal- 
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aries  means  more  careful  preparation  and  increased  efficiency  on 
the  part  of  the  teacher.  Our  teachers  seem  to  recognize  this  and 
are  endeavoring  to  meet  the  demand  by  attending  the  normal 
schools  and  the  summer  terms  at  the  different  colleges. 

During  the  year  we  have  made  a  special  effort  to  increase  the 
per  cent,  of  attendance  and  have  partially  succeeded.  "We  have 
been  handicapped  in  this  however  on  account  of  scarlet  fever,  whoop- 
ing-cough and  measles  being  epidemic  in  several  sections  of  the 
county.  In  a  few  districts  the  attendance  was  cut  down  by  the 
attempt  to  enforce  compulsory  vaccination. 

During  the  year  thirty-one  public  examinations  were  held.  Tjhe 
classes  were  exceptionally  large,  five-hundred  and  thirty-one  appli- 
cants were  examined.  Three  hundred  and  ninety-nine  certificates 
were  granted,  one  hundred  ad  thirty-two  applicants  were  rejected. 
The  large  number  of  applicants  made  it  possible  to  grade  closely. 
A  good  certificate  does  not  always  mean  a  good  teacher;  neverthe- 
less, we  think  that  all  persons  who  aspire  to  teach  should  be  willing 
to  prepare  themselves  thoroughly  in  the  branches  to  be  taught. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-one  pupils  completed  the  course  as  pre- 
scribed by  the  District  Schools  and  were  granted  Eightfh  Grade 
Diplomas. 

Two  new  township  High  Schools  were  established  during  the 
year,  one  at  Winburne  and  one  at  Karthaus. 

Four  hundred  and  eighty-three  official  school  visits  were  made. 
A  few  schools  were  missed  on  account  of  the  roads  being  made  im- 
passible by  snowdrifts.  While  this  is  one  of  the  most  agreeable 
of  our  many  duties,  yet  in  a  measure  it  is  an  unsatisfactory  one. 
This  is  especially  true  in  a  county  as  large  as  Clearfield.  In  order 
to  visit  the  four  hundred  and  ninety-one  schools  it  is  necessary  to 
make  each  visit  very  short;  too  short  and  infrequent  to  insure  close 
supervision;  but  we  assume  that  it  is  better  to  get  into  each  school 
for  a  short  time  than  to  increase  the  length  of  the  visit  and  to  get 
into  fewer  schools. 

Several  new  buildings  have  been  erected  during  the  year.  Some 
much  needed  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  buildings  and 
grounds  of  some  of  the  rural  districts.  Too  little  attention  is  paid 
to  the  improvement  of  school  grounds,  especially  in  the  country. 
In  such  places  where  land  is  cheap  each  school  building  slhould  have 
at  least  one  acre  of  ground  so  that  ''Young  America"  can  have  room 
for  sufficient  exercise  without  trespassing  on  neighboring  property 

The  Directors'  Convention  was  held  the  last  week  in  September. 
The  meeting  was  a  very  interesting  one.  Dr.  R.  X.  McNeal  of  the 
State  Department  was  the  principal  speaker  and  addressed  each 
session  of  the  Convention. 
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The  annual  teacher's  [nstitute  convened  December  the  sixteenth 
and  was  very  well  attended  by  both  teadhers  and  directors.  About 
ninety-five  per  cent,  of  the  teachers  being  in  attendance,  state 
Snpt.  X.  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  Van  Ormer,  Dr.  Ellis  and  Dr.  Bibb-  con- 
stituted the  corps  of  day  instructors.  Dr.  Bible,  The  Katharine 
Bidgeway  Company,  Dr.  Oil,  and  The  Gypsy  Concert  Company  fur- 
nished the  evening  entertainments. 

Eigjht  district  Institutes  were  held  in  different  parts  of  the  county 
In  addition  to  these  many  of  the  larger  districts  held  monthly  meet- 
ings where  teachers  and  directors  met  in  Joint  session  to  discuss 
various  questions  that  arose  during  the  previous  month.  These 
meetings  are  a  great  source  of  help  to  both  teachers  and  directors. 
We  cannot  commend  them  too  strongly. 

On  the  whole  we  have  had  a  successful  year  and  we  enter  upon 
the  duties  of  another  year  hoping  that  our  labors  may  be  produc- 
tive of  more  good  each  succeeding  year. 


CLINTON  COUNTY— Ira  N.  McCloskey. 


The  work  of  another  year  has  been  completed.  We  have  sub- 
stantial evidence  of  advancement  in  all  lines  of  education. 

Ten  public  examinations  were  held.  Sixty-two  provisional  cer- 
tificates issued  and  thirty  applicants  rejected. 

Fifty  per  cent,  of  our  teachers  are  Normal  School  graduates  and 
twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  remainder  have  attended  Normal  School 
for  several  terms  each. 

We  have  ten  high  schools  in  the  county  which  are  growing  in  use- 
fulness and  popular  favor  with  the  people.  Sixty-eight  young  people 
were  graduated  this  year,  many  of  whom  will  enter  the  Normal 
school  this  fall. 

County  Institute  was  held  in  Lock  Haven,  December  16-20.  The 
address  of  welcome  was  delivered  by  Hon.  W.  H.  Stevenson,  Mayor 
of  the  city.  The  Instructors  were  as  follows:  Dr.  George  M.  Philips 
of  West  Chester;  Dr.  Frank  B.  Willis  of  Ada,  Ohio;  Mrs.  E.  E. 
Olcott  of  Normal  College,  Ind.;  Hon.  Alva  Agee  of  State  College; 
Prof.  W.  H.  Sdhoff  of  Philadelphia.  The  Music  was  conducted  by 
Mr.  G.  A.  Mincemoyer.  Miss  Elizabeth  McCloskey  presided  at  the 
piano.  Miss  Alice  Josephine  Lees  of  Kenovo  sang  several  solos 
during  the  week.  The  lecturers  for  Monday  and  Tuesday  evenings 
were  Dr.  Philips  and  Dr.  Willis  respectively.    Wednesday  evening 


36  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

we  had  the  pleasure  of  the  Katherine  Ridgeway  Concert  Company 
and  on  Thursday  evening  The  John  Thomas  Concert  Company. 
Both  day  and  evening  sessions  were  largely  attended.  The  instruc- 
tion was  helpful  to  the  teachers. 

Local  institutes  were  held  in  eight  different  sections  of  the 
county.  They  were  well  patronized  by  the  teachers  and  the  public. 
When  convenient,  public  educators  of  note  were  employed  for  an 
evening  lecture  in  connection  with  the  local  institute.  The  older 
students  of  the  public  schools  take  part  in  the  sessions. 

A  wholesome  educational  sentiment  prevails  throughout  the 
county  and  we  have  reason  to  expect  good  results  in  the  coming 
years.  The  teachers  as  a  body  deserves  great  credit  for  the  interest 
they  have  taken  in  the  work. 

Three-fourths  of  our  schools  have  flags  and  organs,  which  have 
been  secured  through  the  teachers  and  pupils.  The  love  of  home  and 
country  have  received  new  inspiration  by  special  exercises  held  on 
holidays  and  the  birthdays  of  American  poets  and  statesmen. 

The  new  salary  law  has  been  an  inspiration  to  the  teachers  of  our 
county.  Many  will  be  enabled  thereby  to  take  a  special  course  of 
study  during  the  vacation  period  and  thus  increase  their  efficiency 
in  teaching. 

Three  new  school  buildings  were  built  during  the  year  to  take  the 
place  of  others  destroyed  by  fire  and  wind.  Several  districts  have 
improved  their  school  properties  by  paint  and  paper. 

Fifth  annual  session  of  Clinton  County  Directors'  Association  was 
held  January  16,  1908.  The  meeting  was  presided  over  by  Thomas 
J.  Kinsley  of  Renovo,  Dr.  R.  M.  McNeal  of  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction  and  Dr.  Thomas  F.  Hunt  of  State  College  took  part  in 
the  work  and  delivered  able  addresses.  Robert  Rishel  of  Allison 
township  was  elected  President  for  the  ensuing  year.  Over  one 
hundred  directors  attended  the  meeting.  We  can  see  the  good 
effects  of  these  meetings  among  directors  as  we  visit  the  schools  in 
their  company. 

The  teachers  and  living  ex-teachers  of  Sugar  Valley  held  a  re- 
union on  Booneville  Camp  grounds  last  August  and  formed  an 
association  to  commemorate  fhe  good  work  of  their  ancestors  who 
blazed  the  road  to  the  present  florishing  condition  of  the  public 
schools  of  the  valley.  Their  first  school  was  opened  nearly  one 
hundred  years  ago.  They  now  have  twenty-one  schools  and  six  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  pupils. 

Our  public  school  libraries  still  continue  to  grow.  Arrangements 
have  been  made  in  several  country  districts  with  the  directors  to 
have  the  libraries  opened  for  a  half  day  each  week  for  an  exchange 
of  books.  In  this  manner  the  parents  are  brought  in  closer  relation 
with  the  schools.    Many  of  our  high  schools  have  been  supplied  with 
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Geographical  Collections  or  Class-room  Museums,  which  areliighly 
appreciated  by  teachers  and  students. 

During  the  year  we  made  345  visits  to  the  schools  of  our 
county,  and  were  accompanied  in  several  districts  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  local  school  board.  During  the  last  month  of  the  school 
term  we  conducted  the  examinations  of  the  Senior  classes  of  th<' 
several  Township  high  schools  in  their  own  school  rooms.  We  ap- 
preciate the  loyal  support  given  us  by  the  principals  and  teachers 
of  the  high  schools. 

Our  teachers  are  earnest  and  conscientious.  Their  work  is  worthy 
of  commendation,  but  they  alone  cannot  make  the  school  a  success. 
It  needs  the  support  of  parents  and  school  officials. 

The  work  of  the  year  has  been  made  pleasant  by  the  hearty  co- 
operation of  directors,  teachers,  pupils  and  friends  of  education. 

Wo  acknowledge  our  indebtedness  to  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction,  the  clergy  and  press  of  the  county  and  the  principal  and 
teachers  of  Central  State  Normal  School  for  valuable  help  given  us. 


COLUMBIA  COUNTY— Wm.  W.  Evans. 


In  submitting  this  my  sixth  annual  report,  I  am  pleased  to  report 
progress.  The  people  of  Columbia  county  are  desirous  of  being  in 
the  front  rank;  they  realize  the  value  of  good  schools  and  a  majority 
of  them  are  earnestly  endeavoring  to  co-operate  heartily  with  all 
those  in  authority.  This  county  is  wide  awake  to  its  possibilities 
and  in  several  respects  it  is  making  rapid  progress. 

One  of  the  most  prominent  features  of  our  educational  work  this 
year  was  the  great  interest  in  school  work  on  the  part  of  the 
parents.  In  the  boroughs  especially  there  were  a  large  number  of 
mothers'  and  parents'  meetings  held  throughout  the  year  with  a 
surprising  amount  of  interest  manifested.  The  teachers  and  parents 
who  had  these  meetings  in  charge  have  done  great  good  and  deserve 
especial  credit. 

Another  thing  which  is  quite  noticeable  is  t)he  interest  in  good 
pictures  which  has  been  aroused.  In  almost  every  school  a  few 
and  in  many  several  choice  subjects  are  to  be  found.  Through  the 
efforts  of  Professor  L.  P.  Sterner  and  his  teachers  several  hundreds 
of  dollars  worth  of  the  most  desirable  subjects  in  good  substantial 
frames,  have  been  placed  in  the  various  schools  of  Bloomsburg, 
which  district  excells  in  this  respect. 
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The  fifty-first  annual  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  during  the 
week  beginning  December  2.  The  instructors  were:  Hon.  K.  B. 
Teitrick,  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis,  Dr.  W.  W.  Black  and  Prof.  O.  H.  Yetter. 
The  lecture  course  consisted  of  the  Ridgway  Company,  Dr.  S.  Parks 
Cadman,  The  Gipsy  Company,  and  Dr.  Edward  Amherst  Ott.  The 
Directors'  Meeting  was  held  on  Thursday  and  was  well  attended. 
Perhaps  the  best  feature  of  this  meeting  was  the  helpful  addresses 
of  Supt.  Teitrick. 

The  regular  annual  meeting  of  the  directors  was  held  in  the 
Normal  auditorium,  March  14.  The  speakers  were:  Dr.  D.  J. 
Waller,  J.  H.  Eisenhauer,  F.  B.  Hartman,  J.  C.  Brown,  Hon.  R.  M. 
McNeal,  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  E.  R.  Kester  and  Nathan  Beishline.  A 
banquet  was  held  at  the  school  after  which  an  hour  of  levity  was 
indulged  in  much  to  the  delight  of  those  present.  One  hundred 
sixty-eight  directors  were  present,  many  of  whom  were  accompanied 
by  their  wives. 

Our  County  Educational  Association  (held  seven  interesting  and 
well  attended  meetings.  The  forenoon  sessions  were  devoted  to 
methods  of  instruction  while  the  afternoons  were  spent  in  dis- 
cussing problems  of  child  study.  Among  the  speakers  were:  Dr. 
Waller,  Supt.  ('has.  Lose,  Supt.  W.  A.  Wilson,  Supt.  M.  J.  Lloyd, 
Supt.  S.  H.  Dean,  Miss  Sara  Lovejoy,  Dr.  C.  A.  Vanhorn,  Prof.  J.  H. 
Dennis,  Prof.  C.  H.  Albert,  Prof.  W.  B.  Sutliff,  Mr.  S.  C.  Creasy  and 
Prof.  O.  H.  Bakeless. 

Local  institutes  were  held  at  Center  Pines,  Rohrsburg,  Rupert, 
Benton,  Numidia,  Jerseytown,  Orangoville.  Buckkorn,  "Waller, 
Mifflinville,  Ikelers,  Jamison  City,  Beaver,  Aristes  and  Hidlavs. 
The  teachers  deserve  great  credit  for  the  excellent  service  they  have 
rendered  through  these  meetings.  This  applies  to  almost  all  our 
teachers.  I  was  present  at  and  took  an  active  part  in  practically 
all  of  tjhese  meetings. 

At  the  close  of  the  year,  two  hundred  ninety-six  eighth  grade 
pupils  in  the  rural  and  village  schools  were  examined,  about  85  per 
cent,  of  whom  were  promoted  to  high  school  grade.  Common  school 
graduating  exercises  for  these  were  held  in  Beaver,  Benton 
Borough,  Briarcreek,  Catawissa  township,  Centre,  Cleveland, 
Fisningereek,  Franklin.  Greenwood,  Hemlock,  Jackson,  Locust, 
Madison,  Main.  Mifflin,  Millvillo.  Montour,  Mount  Pleasant,  Orange, 
Orangeville,  Pine.  Roaringcreek,  Scott,  Stillwater  and  Sugarloaf.  I 
made  an  address  at  all  but  two  of  these  place.-. 

The  township  high  schools  were  established  in  Main  and  Green- 
wood. The  country  people  are  becoming  more  and  more  interested 
in  their  high  schools.  Over  three  hundred  pupils  were  enrolled  in 
these  schools  this  year.  State  Inspector,  C.  D.  Koch,  visited  several 
of  them  and  gave  us  valuable  assistance.    We  heartily  endorse  state 
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Inspection  of  high  schools  as  long  as  the  inspector  is  a  man  of  this 
type.  In  all  there  were  sixty  graduates  from  our  rural  and  village 
high  schools.  The  high  school  commencements  this  year  were  a 
great  success.  Already  the  graduates  of  these  schools  have  formed 
alumni  associations  the  influence  of  which  will  he  far  reaching. 

A  very  creditable  four-room  structure  built  of  concrete  blocks 
was  erected  at  Aristes  and  dedicated  with  appropriate  exercises 
April  17.  The  people  of  Cleveland  township  expressed  their  interest 
in  better  school  houses  by  sustaining  a  movement  which  ended  in 
placing  a  good  bell  on  each  school  house;  very  serviceable  vestibules 
to  support  these  bells  were  provided.  The  Fencecorner  school 
house  in  Benton  township  having  been  destroyed  by  fire,  the  school 
was  continued  in  a  small  dwelling  near  by. 

In  order  to  preserve  to  posterity  the  history  of  each  country 
scthool,  suitable  blanks  were  sent  out  and  a  fairly  good  history  of 
each  school  was  written  by  the  teacher  in  charge.  These  histories 
will  be  bound  in  book  form  and  placed  in  the  office  for  future 
reference. 

Our  Normal  continues  to  be  of  great  assistance  to  the  cause  of 
education  in  this  count}'.  In  all  our  educational  efforts  we  (have 
had  the  loyal  support  of  the  principal  and  the  instructors. 

One  hundred  thirty-two  of  our  teachers  were  Normal  graduates, 
eight  held  state,  twenty  lield  permanent,  thirty-six  held  professional 
and  one  hundred  held  provisional  certificates.  There  was  only  one 
teacher  who  had  received  no  preparation  beyond  the  common  school. 
We  are  making  considerable  progress  in  tjhe  improvement  of  our 
teachers. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  in  this  manner  to  thank  the  officers  of  the 
Department,  the  editors  of  the  county  and  our  ministers  for  the 
generous  and  helpful  support  they  have  given  the  cause  of  education 
in  this  county.  I  desire  also  to  express  my  deep  gratitude  to  the 
teachers,  the  directors,  the  patrons  and  the  pupils  who  have  almost 
unanimously  supported  me  in  my  work.  It  is  their  confidence  in 
me  together  with  their  kindly  sympathy  and  deep  interest  which 
has  furnished  me  with  the  ambition  and  enthusiasm  so  necessary  to 
the  efficient  public  official. 


CRAWFORD  COUNTY— John  D.  Goodwin. 


School  matters  in  this  county  moved  along  witlhout  friction  during 
the  past  year. 


40  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

A  growing  feeling  in  favor  of  higher  education  is  very  noticeable 
in  the  country  districts,  and  both  directors  and  teachers  are  becom- 
ing more  thorough  in  t:he  discharge  of  their  duties. 

Two  hundred  and  forty-seven  pupils  passed  a  rigid  eighth  grade 
examination,  and  were  granted  common  school  diplomas.  Practically 
all  of  these  are  determined  to  go  into  the  high  sdhool.  This,  to  me, 
is  a  very  emphatic  demonstration  of  the  wisdom  of  the  High  School 
Act  of  1907. 

I  am  highly  pleased  with  the  quality  of  our  teachers.  With  but 
few  exceptions,  they  are  faithful,  diligent  and  progressive,  and 
worthy  the  confidence  and  high  esteem  of  .every  member  of  the 
community.  With  but  few  exceptions  they  gave  very  general  satis- 
faction to  lihe  patrons  of  the  schools,  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
declaring  that  the  standard  of  excellence  in  teaching  and  success  in 
imparting  instruction,  and  in  school  management,  in  the  great 
majority  of  our  schools  were  in  advance  of  any  previous  year  of 
my  administration.  It  is  very  gratifying  to  state  that  the  work  done 
by  all  concerned  in  school  administration,  is  becoming  more 
thorough  and  efficient  as  well  as  more  practical  in  its  application 
to  the  general  duties  of  life. 

Our  county  institute  was  unanimously  voted  the  best  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  county. 

During  the  year,  I  visited  all  the  schools  of  the  county — many  of 
them  mere  than  once;  traveled  in  all  kinds  of  weather,  over  all  kinds 
of  roadvS.  I  have  always  been  received  with  kindness  ami  directors 
and  teachers  have  been  willing  to  do  almost  anything  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  our  schools.  I  desire  to  thank  them  for  this,  and  ask  its 
continuance  during  my  coming  term. 

I  also  extend  my  thanks  to  the  county  press  and  to  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction  for  aid  in  various  educational  matters. 


CUMBERLAND  COUNTY— J.  Kelso  Green. 


It  gives  me  pleasure  to  state  that  there  arc  evidences  that  the 
education  of  our  young  people  is  tin-  supreme  interest  of  our  citizens. 
Comfortable  buildings,  ample  equipment,  regular-  attendance,  school 
visitation,  and  tin-  presence  of  the  patrons  at  the  educational  meet- 
ings of  the  year  all  indicate  the  desire  on  the  part  of  parents  to 
have  their   children  receive   the  best   preparation  to  perform  the 
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duties  of  manhood  and  womanhood;  this  interest  and  cooperation 
have  contributed  largely  to  the  efficienl  work  of  nln-  teachers  during 
the  year. 

The  Fifth  Annual  Picnic  <>f  the  Teachers,  Directors  and  Patrons 
was  held  in  the  Boiling  Springs  Park,  Saturday,  August  24,  l!t<>7. 
\>r.  P.  E.  Downes,  Supterintendenl  of  tihe  Public  Schools  of  Hams- 
burg,  and  Prof.  VV.  A.  Buchison,  Principal  of  Conway  Hall.  Carlisle, 
made  addresses.  Mi'.  Charles  Goodyear  and  Mr.  Norman  Shepler 
favored  the  assemblage  with  special  music.  This  was  a  large  and 
enthusiastic  gathering. 

Local  institutes  were  held  at  Sfhippensburg,  Newville,  Mt.  Holly 
Springs,  M&chanicsburg  and  in  the  fourteen  sub-districts  into  which 
the  county  is  divided.  The  interest  and  attendance  at  these  meet- 
ings are  increasing  and  resulting  in  great  good  to  the  schools. 

Our  County  Institute,  wlbich  is  the  great  educational  event  of 
the  year,  was  held  the  week  beginning  December  2,  1907.  Our 
teachers  were  given  the  privilege  of  hearing  some  of  the  strongest 
educational  leaders.  Dr.  Ira  Woods  Howerth  of  the  Chicago  Univer- 
sity discussed  Psychology  and  Methods;  Prof.  Edson  M.  Mills,  of  the 
Ohio  University,  Athens,  Ohio,  spoke  on  Arithmetic;  Prof.  Chas. 
H.  Albert,  of  Bloomsburg,  S.  N.  S.  presented  the  subject  of 
Geography.  Addresses  were  made  by  Dr.  George  Edward  Reed  and 
Dr.  S.  A.  Martin.  The  evening  sessions  were  filled  as  follows:  Mon- 
day evening,  Judge  Alfred  Ellison;  Tuesday  evening,  The  Scotch 
Singers;  Wednesday  evening,  Dr.  Roland  Dwight  Grant;  and  Thurs- 
day evening,  The  New  York  Grand  Concert  Company.  A  special 
feature  of  the  institute  was  the  memorial  addresses  to  the  memory 
of  the  late  Dr.  G.  M.  D.  Eckels  who  served  the  cause  of  education 
so  ably  and  long  as  a  teacher  in  the  public  scth.oolsf  and  later  as 
principal  of  the  C.V.  S.  N.  S.  Addresses  were  made  by  Supt.  J.  C. 
Wagner  of  Carlisle  and  Hon.  J.  L.  Young  of  Mechanicsburg,  alumni; 
Prof.  J.  E.  Hughes,  a  member  of  the  faculty  and  Dr.  S.  A.  Martin 
the  present  Principal;  and  the  County  Superintendent. 

A  special  session  of  the  Directors'  Association  was  held  in  con- 
nection with  the  institute  at  which  addresses  were  made  on  different 
school  subjects  by  Dr.  J.  H.  Drawbaugh,  C.  H.  Devenney,  H.  H. 
Mercer,  W.  H.  McCrea,  W.  Boyd  Morrow,  S.  S.  Rupp  and  Dr. 
Howerth. 

The  Sixteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Directors'  Association  was 
held  at  Mt.  Holly  Springs,  Thursday,  February  27th,  1908.  The 
following  officers  were  elected:  President,  Rev.  T.  J.  Ferguson, 
Vice  Presidents,  W.  C.  Creamer  and  Prof.  J.  E.  Hughes;  Secretary, 
T.  Grove  Tritt;  Treasurer,  James  A.  Stee.se.  School  Sanitation, 
Closer  Supervision  and  Subjects  to  be  Taught,  were  themes  for 
discussion  by  the  directors.     Supt.  Eli  M.  Rapp  of  Berks  County, 
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was  one  of  the  speakers  from  abroad.  He  gave  us  three  most  ex- 
cellent addresses  on  different  phases  of  the  Rural  School  Problem, 
which  cannot  fail  to  result  in  much  improvement  to  the  rural 
schools.  Prof.  R.  M.  McNeal  of  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction discussed  the  subject  "Does  It  Pay?"  during  the  evening 
session;  this  was  a  very  practical  talk,  well  suited  to  all  who  heard 
him  and  brought  forth  much  favorable  comment.  This  meeting  was 
well  attended  and  proved  to  be  very  profitable. 

The  directors  of  Frankford  Township  established  a  Township 
Hig*h  School  at  Bloserville.  It  opened  with  sixteen  pupils  and  bids 
fair  to  be  one  of  the  strongest  rural  high  schools  in  the  county. 

One  hundred  applicants  presented  themselves  for  examination  for 
provisional  certificates.  Seventy-nine  were  granted,  twenty-one 
were  refused.  Sixty-one  holding  provisional  certificates  were 
elected  to  schools.  Fifty-four  pupils  were  examined  for  Common 
School  Diplomas,  and  forty-four  diplomas  wTere  issued. 

Three  hundred  nineteen  visits  were  made  to  schools.  Fifty-nine 
educational  meetings  were  attended.  Certificates  of  Attendance 
were  provided  for  all  pupils  attending  school  every  day  during  the 
term.    Teachers  report  greater  regularity  in  attendance  as  a  result. 

Camp  Hill  borough  erected  an  up-to-date  four-room  building.  It 
is  supplied  with  modern  equipment  and  reflects  great  credit  upon 
the  directors  and  citizens  of  this  progressive  town. 

New  Cumberland  borough  added  two  rooms  to  the  High  School 
Building,  giving  them  a  well  arranged  six-room  building. 

The  directors  of  East  Pennsboro  township  are  planning  for  the 
erection  of  two  new  buildings  to  meet  the  needs  of  this  rapidly 
growing  section  of  the  county. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  thank  the  directors  and  patrons  for  their 
endorsement  and  co-operation,  the  public  press  and  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction  for  assistance  during  the  year.  With  the 
united  efforts  of  all  factors,  we  hope  that  great  improvements  may 
come  to  the  schools  of  the  countv  during  the  next  three  rears. 


DAUPHIN  COUNTY— H.  V.  B.  Carver. 


We  started  the  sdhool  year  with  a  few  new  and  very  important 
enactments  concerning  schools  passed  by  our  last  Legislature.  The 
Minimum  Salary  Act  requiring  our  first  attention,  gave  us  consider- 
able annoyance  but  has  wrought  a  healthful  educational  change  in 
a  number  of  school  districts  by  retaining  and  returning  teachers  wTith 
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experience  who  held  the  higher  grade  certificates.  In  a  few  dis- 
tricts, however,  the  experienced  teacher  with  the  higher  grade  cer- 
tificate was  mil  employed  on  account  of  the  fixed  salary  iii  the  Act 
of  Assembly.  This  should  not  be  bo  and  is  not  so  in  districts  where 
directors  govern  the  schools  with  a  lair  financial  proposition  for  the 
proper  welfare  of  the  Commonwealth's  future  citizen. 

The  appropriation  for  Township  I.Iigih  Schools  has  done  much 
good  in  the  localities  where  they  are  organized.  We  had  three  of 
the  schools  classified  in  the  second  grade  and  one  in  the  third.  We 
expect  this  number  to  be  increased  by  at  hast  seventy-five  (75  per 
cent.)  per  centum  next  year. 

The  appropriation  for  Borough  High  Schools  will  make  a  material 
difference  concerning  the  number  of  higlh  schools  in  this  county 
when  they  are  classified  by  their  principals'  qualifications  and 
courses  of  studies  which  they  pursue.  Four  (4)  of  our  thirteen  (13) 
Borough  High  Schools  do  not  have  teachers  with  qualifications  to 
teach  such  a  high  school  under  the  Act  of  Assembly  and  do  not  cover 
the  required  course  of  study;  two  (2)  of  the  remaining  nine  (9)  have 
teachers  with  the  required  qualifications  but  do  not  cover  the  re- 
quired course  of  study;  two  of  the  remaining  seven  (7)  have  teachers 
that  do  not  have  the  required  qualifications  but  cover  the  required 
course  of  study.  We  hope,  however,  tfhat  the  last  four  (4)  spoken  of, 
which  are  in  doubt,  will  be  classified  so  as  to  derive  the  benefit  of 
the  extra  appropriation.  If  not,  it  should  be  a  valuable  experience 
to  the  directors  of  those  districts. 

The#  Hig'h  School  Inspector  in  Pennsylvania  is  a  new  experience 
and  with  our  knowledge  of  the  good  he  has  done,  his  work  is  no 
longer  an  experiment. 

The  lawT  enacted  many  years  ago  concerning  the  furnishing  of 
free  text-books  and  supplies  by  directors  has  been  a  blessing  to  the 
school  children  of  this  Commonwealth  and  a  great  financial  gain 
to  the  parents  but  it  is  a  menace  in  districts  where  directors, 
teachers,  and  book  agents  are  led  to  combine  and  cause  the 
text-books  to  cost  the  district  nearly  three  (|3.00)  per  pupil  for  one 
year.  Some  few  districts  expend  entirely  too  much  of  the  school 
funds  for  text-books  and  supplies,  but  there  are  many  districts  in 
which  a  larger  sum  should  be  expended  for  text-books  and  proper 
supplies. 

Lykens  borough  installed  their  schools  with  an  up-to-date  steam 
heating  plant  and  automatic  flush  closets  in  the  basement.  This 
borough  is  to  be  congratulated  on  having  directors  who  are  inter- 
ested in  rue  proper  health  of  its  children  while  at  school. 

Upper  Paxton  township  erected  a  very  comfortable  brick  building. 
This  district  can  now  sav  that  it  has  good  school  houses. 
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There  are  a  few  school  houses  in  my  district  that  should  be  con- 
demned.   Who  has  the  authority  to  attend  to  this  important  duty? 

The  fifty-tilth  annual  session  of  the  Teachers'  Institute  was  held 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  during  week  of  November  18th, 
The  institute  was  a  success  if  we  are  allowed  to  judge  by  the  com- 
ments from  teachers,  friends  of  education  and  the  press. 

The  Directors'  Association  lield  a  half  day  session  on  Thursday, 
November  21st.  This  meeting  was  attended  by  one  hundred  forty- 
four  (144)  directors.  This  session  was  a  success  considering  numbers 
and  the  benefits  derived.  The  Association  held  a  meeting  Friday 
evening  and  Saturday  forenoon,  February  28th  and  29th.  The 
Friday  evening  session  was  attended  by  many  citizens  of  Hummels- 
town  and  vicinity.  The  speaker  for  the  evening  was  Ethelbert  D. 
Warfield,  D.  D.,  L.  L.  D.,  President  of  Lafayette  College,  who  ably 
addressed  the  audience  on  the  subject  "Ideals  for  the  Public 
Schools."  The  Saturday  forenoon  session  was  well  attended  by 
the  directors  and  the  discussions  were  on  interesting  school  subjects 
by  the  directors  in  attendance.  This  meeting  was  termed  a  success 
by  all  present. 

We  are  aware  that  the  compulsory  education  law  is  enforced  in 
all  of  our  districts  having  mining  and  manufacturing  interests,  but 
we  are  sorry  to  say  thjat  it  was  necessary  for  us  to  advise  the  De- 
partment to  withhold  part  of  a  rural  district's  share  of  the  state 
appropriation  for  neglecting  to  enforce  this  important  law.  The 
directors  who  wilfully  fail  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  this 
Act,  do  not  have  the  proper  interest  in  the  children  of  their  district. 
We  have  some  children  in  this  county  who  are  unable  to  read  and 
write  because  they  live  beyond  the  limit  from  the  school  and  on 
account  of  uninterested  parents.  These  children  are  growing  up 
in  ignorance.  In  districts  where  children  can  be  taken  to  school 
the  directors  should  be  compelled  by  an  Act  of  Assembly  to  provide 
transportation  in  such  localities  as  mentioned  in  this  paragraph. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  directors,  patrons,  teachers,  pupils, 
friends  of  education,  and  the  press  for  the  efficiency  of  our  schools, 
but  let  us  ever  remember  that  we  have  much  that  is  undone. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction for  excellent  advice  during  the  year  and  we  hope  with 
their  valuable  assistance  lo  report  greater  progress  next  year. 
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DELAWARE  col'NTY      A.  (J.  < '.  Sinilh. 


Daring  tne  school  year  thai  lias  just  closed,  I  have  visited  all  of 
the  schools  in  the  county  twice  and  a  few  of  them  three  times.  I 
found  the  teachers  zealous  and  the  work  quite  encouraging. 

The  following  districts  appointed  additional  teachers  to  more 
fully  meet  the  needs  of  the  scholars;  Aston.  Upper  Darby,  Glen- 
olden,  Media,  Newtown,  Norwood,  Prospect  Park-two,  Ridley  town- 
ship, Rutledge,  Swarthmore,  Thornbury  and  Tinicum. 

The  directors  of  Aldan  decided  to  abandon  their  ninth  grade  and 
are  now  sending  their  scholars  to  the  Lansdowne  high  school  after 
they  have  completed  the  eighth  grade  work. 

The  Aston  school  board  appointed  an  additional  teacher  in  the 
Crozierville  school  and  vacated  a  rented  room  which  had 
been  unsatisfactory.  They  occupied  the  new  school  building  at 
Chester  Heights  for  the  first  time.  The  rooms  are  very  cheerful 
and  both  teachers  and  scholars  appreciate  their  new  school  home. 
An  additional  teacher  was  appointed  and  the  work  has  been  more 
efficient. 

The  directors  in  Birmingham  township  closed  the  school  at 
Smith's  Bridge  because  there  were  too  few  scholars  in  attendance. 

The  school  board  of  Darby  borough  built  a  fine  addition  to  their 
high  school  building,- more  than  doubling  its  capacity.  There  are 
now  twenty  class  rooms  in  the  building  and  on  the  third  floor  is 
an  attractive  auditorium  with  a  seating  capacity  of  522.  The  build- 
ing is  now  lighted  with  thirty-one  arc  lights  and  furnished  with 
an  improved  heating  and  ventilating  system.  Double  fire  escapes 
have  been  erected  on  the  north  side  of  the  building.  A  number  of 
the  rooms  have  been  furnished  with  single  desks  and  other  neces- 
sary furniture.  A  commercial  course  has  been  added  to  the  curricu- 
lum1 and  the  classes  meet  in  a  room  especially  fitted  up  for  their 
purpose. 

A  supervising  principal  was  employed  in  Tipper  Darby  township 
and  the  high  school  course  raised  from  a  three  years'  to  a  four 
years'  course.    Consequently  there  were  no  graduates  this  year. 

The  school  directors  of  Lansdowne  added  a  manual  training  course 
and  were  very  fortunate  in  the  selection  of  their  teadher.  While 
the  course  was  not  in  operation  for  the  full  term,  the  work  accom- 
plished was  a  surprise  to  all  interested.  An  exhibition  of  the  work 
done  was  given  at  the  close  of  the  term  and  the  patrons  of  the 


46  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

.school  were  delighted  with  the  results  accomplished  for  the  first 
year. 

A  township  high  school,  two  years'  course,  was  organized  in  New- 
town township  and  the  year's  work  was  very  satisfactory.  The 
Marple  school  board  has  decided  to  send  four  of  their  scholars  to 
the  Newtown  high  school  next  term,  they  have  passed  their  en- 
trance examinations. 

Prospect  Park  graduated  its  first  class  in  the  new  three  years' 
high  school  course  and  the  outlook  for  the  school  is  encouraging. 
Ridley  Park  graduated  its  first  class  in  the  four  years'  course 
recently  adopted.  This  school  is  well  patronized  by  the  citizens  and 
many  from  districts  nearby. 

In  Rutledge  borough  a  two  years'  high  school  course  was  organ- 
ized and  an  additional  teacher  appointed  to  help  make  the  work 
efficient.  The  directors  of  Thornbury  township  also  organized  a 
two  years'  high  school  course  and  elected  a  suitable  principal  to 
take  charge  of  it. 

The  school  directors  of  Yeadon  borough  gave  a  series  of  ten  illus- 
trated lectures  in  their  school  building  during  the  term.  "The 
lectures  will  constitute  part  of  the  educational  work  of  the  school, 
and  will  be  free,"  is  a  sentence  taken  from  the  notice  sent  to 
patrons  and  friends  of  the  school.  The  lectures  were  largely  at- 
tended and  much  information  was  gained  from  them.  In  Aldan 
borough,  one  or  more  similar  lectures  were  given  with  equally  good 
results. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  directors  held  in  Media  was  the  largest 
in  attendance  ever  held.  An  interesting  address  was  delivered  by 
Dr.  Martin  G.  Brumbaugh,  City  Superintendent,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
The  subject  under  consideration  was  high  school  facilities  for  rural 
schools  and  small  boroughs.  A  number  of  the  principals  of  schools 
were  invited  to  attend  by  the  executive  committee  and  participate 
in  the  discussions  which  gave  an  added  interest  to  the  meeting. 

In  closing,  I  record  the  death  of  two  of  our  faithful  teachers. 
Miss  Sarah  Cooper  of  Clifton  Heights  died  in  Denver,  Colorado, 
where  she  had  gone  in  the  hope  of  benefiting  her  health.  She  at- 
tended the  West  Chester  normal  scool  for  a  year  then  commenced 
teaching  in  her  home  schools  where  she  remained  for  a  period  of 
ten  years,  devoting  herself  to  her  work,  gradually  advancing  in  her 
calling  until  she  secured  a  permanent  certificate  from  the  State 
Department. 

Prof.  Leon  H.  Watters,  for  nineteen  years  the  efficient  principal 
of  the  Media  high  school,  died,  April,  1008.  No  teacher  in  the  county 
had  a  stronger  hold  upon  the  pupils  under  his  care  or  was  more 
highly  esteemed  by  them.  The  funeral  was  more  largely  attended 
than  any  in  Media  for  years,  and  many  floral  emblems  were  sent  by 
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teachers,  scholars  and  other  friends.  Prof.  Wallers  was  an  elder 
in  the  Media  Presbyterian  church,  teacher  in  the  Sabbath  school 
and  took  an  active  interest  in  all  the  affairs  of  the  chinch.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  <i.  A.  R.  and  a  past  commander.of  Test  Brad- 
bury. His  many  virtues  will  be  long  remembered  by  his  scholars 
and  the  citizens  of  Media  and  the  comity. 


EIK  COUNTY— J.  W.  Sweeney. 


The  past  school  year,  while  not  marked  by  any  great  innovations 
has  been  one  of  substantial  growth  along  all  educational  lines.  All 
factors  in  the  cause  labored  with  a  singleness  of  purpose,  improved 
conditions,  for  the  education  and  comfort  of  the  children,  the  men 
and  women  of  the  coming  generation. 

A  favorable  public  spirit  is  still  in  its  ascendency  in  Elk  County 
nearly  all  persons  anxious  and  earnest  for  good  schools.  The 
directors  are  quite  generally  willing  to  pay  good  salaries  to  teachers 
who  have  proved  their  worth,  "a  good  school  at  any  cost,"  where 
the  child's  mental,  moral  and  physical  being  can  be  properly  de- 
veloped, seems  to  be  the  prevailing  idea.  The  public  readily  pay 
school  tax,  when  adaquate  returns  are  apparent. 

The  teachers,  with  very  few  exceptions,  are  also  possessed  of  the 
right  spirit  as  shown  by  the  fact  that  most  of  them  attend  school 
in  the  summer  or  go  to  Chautauquas  or  other  educational  meetings 
during  the  vacation  period,  to  better  fit  themselves  to  meet  the  re- 
quirements of  the  patrons,  while  nearly  all  pursue  the  professional 
reading  course  adopted  and  attend  local  institutes  or  teachers  meet- 
ings, of  which  many  are  held  annually  in  each  district.  Of  course 
we  will  always  have  a  few  who  have  reached  the  "Dead  Line," 
largely  of  the  class  whose  certificates  protect  them  from  the  exami- 
nations that  others  must  pass. 

There  has  been  a  decided  adAance  in  the  length  of  the  school 
term,  a  matter  of  much  gratification,  for  in  this  particular  we  were 
not  in  the  lead  of  counties,  but  since  our  three  boroughs  with  a 
total  of  sixty  schools,  now  have  a  nine  month  term  and  three  town- 
ships with  a  total  of  forty-five  schools  have  each  added  a  half  month 
to  their  term,  our  position  in  the  state  will  be  materially  improved 
in  this  particular. 

This  increased  time  will  give  the  young  child  an  opportunity  to 
get  a  good  start  before  reaching  the  age,  that  permits  of  his  being 
taken  from  school  and  put  to  work,  as  a  bread  winner.    During  the 
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eight   years  of  a  child's  school  life,  one  month  cot  off  the  school 
year  annually,  robs  him  of  a  whole  school  term,     thus  preventing 

him  from  going  into  life  on  an  even  footing  with  other  children, 
where  officers  are  more  Thoughtful. 

Another  decided  loss  in  this  respect,  is  the  fact  that  many  of  our 
best  teachers  are  tempted  by  a  larger  net  salary  for  the  year,  to 
■leave  the  short  term  district  and  allow  their  places  to  be  filled  by 
inexperienced  teachers.  This  is  even  more  serious  than  a  loss  of 
time,  for  every  student  of  educational  problems  knows  that  one  year 
under  a  great  teacher  is  worth  vastly  more  than  two  years  with  an 
ordinary  teacher.  We  trust  that  all  directors  will  soon  see  this 
matter  in  its  true  light  and  that  the  state  will  provide  means  for 
poorer  districts  to  enjoy  equal  advantages  with  the  more  pros- 
perous places. 

The  schools  buildings  of  tie-  county  have  been  greatly  improved. 
Many  large  well  lighted  rooms  have  replaced  small  dingy  rooms. 
Better  school  furniture  has  beeu  provided  and  the  law  requiring 
shields  around  stoves  and  a  better  means  of  ventilation,  has  been 
implicitly  complied  with.  In  some  instances  directors  have  taken 
even  more  advanced  ground,  and  put  in  modern  heating  and  ven- 
tilating systems. 

Many  more  sclmnls  are  daily  swept  and  cleaned  by  janitors,  pro- 
vided by  the  boards  and  more  interest  has  been  taken  in  beautifying 
the  school  grounds  and  in  improving  out-buildings. 

It  is  now  a  rare  thing  to  find  a  school  room  in  Elk  County,  not 
provided  with  window  shades  and  practically  all  are  tastefully 
papered  and  decorated  with  well  selected  pictures  having  an  educa- 
tional or  ethical  value.  Our  directors  and  patrons  are  of  the  opinion 
that  Tin-  school  room  where  the  child  spi-n<l>  so  many  hours  of  his 
tender  developing  age.  when  his  character  and  tastes  are  being 
formed,  should  bo  equal  to  our  best  homes. 

In  past  years,  it  was  not  easy  to  keep  up  T"  the  high  siandard 
demanded  by  the  public,  in  many  districts,  owing  to  the  low  valua- 
tion of  property,  but  our  County  Commissioners,  in  response  to  a 
public  desire,  increased  tin-  values  last  year  to  nearer  full  value 
This  advantage  together  with  the  increased  appropriation  from  the 
>tate  makes  ir  possible  for  all  districts  to  attain  a  high  standard 
and  at  the  same  time  pay  off  tin-  accrued  indebtedness  of  former 
years. 

The  compulsory  attendance  lav.  in  spite  of  the  troublesome  vac- 
cination law.  and  shameful  child  labor  law.  has  beeu  well  enforced 
throughout  the  county  thus  giving  oe  an  opportunity  to  do  strong 
win],-  and  also  i"  hold  a  leading  position  in  this  respect  in  the  state 
records.  Ir  costs  money  of  course  to  pay  truant  officers,  but  this 
i>  money  well  spent  when  we  consider  its  effect. 
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The  high  schools  of  the  county  are  yearly  becoming  more  efficient, 
in  the  work  performed  and  stronger  in  the  Dumber  of  pupiLa  passing 
through  the  courses  and  on  to  graduation. 

The  three  borough  high  schools  arc  now  completing  in  a  mosl 

substantial  manner  a  full  four  years'  course,  besides  giving  students 
who  can  not  remain  to  complete  the  course  an  opportunity  to  elect 
branches  which  will  be  useful  to  them  in  their  respective  calling*. 
The  township  high  schools  are  completing  in  a  most  satisfactory 
manner  a  practical  three  or  two  year  course  and  becoming  more 
popular  each  year  until  the  increased  number  of  students,  coining 
on  through  the  grades  and  from  the  country  ungraded  schools,  makes 
it  necessary  to  add  to  the  present  rooms  or  to  erect  new  buildings. 

The  graduating  exercises  held  at  the  close  of  the  year,  when 
students  receive  diplomas,  for  completing  the  course  in  the  three 
borough  high  schools,  in  our  nine  township  high  schools  and  in  the 
ten  other  high  schools,  not  receiving  state  appropriation,  but  which 
pursue  courses  of  one,  two  or  three  years  above  the  common 
branches;  have  stimulated  a  living  interest,  and  yet  some  parents 
will  refuse  to  give  to  their  sons  and  daughters  the  advantages 
brought  to  their  doors. 

State  High  School  Inspector,  C.  D.  Kock,  spent  about  a  week  in 
Elk  County  examining  the  high  schools  and  from  the  manner  of  his 
inspection,  it  is  evident  that  he  is  competent  and  that  great  good 
must  come  from  the  work,  unifying  the  schools  of  the  state  and  mak- 
ing for  efficiency,  and  in  giving  the  patrons  a  more  exact  ideal  of  the 
standard  of  their  particular  school. 

During  the  year  great  stress  has  been  placed  upon  thoroughness 
in  the  common  branches  as  well  as  in  the  high  school  branches,  for 
in  teachers'  examinations  we  have  found  weakness,  and  all  demand 
thoroughness  in  the  common  branches  rather  than  that  they  pursue 
superficially  more  branches. 

When  all  the  defects  and  shortcomings  of  the  schools  and  the  con- 
ditions that  have  permitted  them,  have  been  considered  it  is  clearly 
evident  that  the  most  effective  remedy  for  correction,  is  closer 
supervision  of  school  details. 

We  have  had  excellent  opportunity  for  comparison,  for  more  than 
two  thirds  of  our  schools  have  been  under  local  supervision  for  the 
past  ten  years;  and  if  we  would  have  full  returns  for  the  time, 
energy  and  money  expended,  we  must  adopt  close,  skillful  super- 
vision with  expert  suggestion  for  improvement. 

The  County  Institute  and  Directors'  Convention  were  both  held 
during  the  Holiday  week  and  were  pronounced  decidedly  successful. 
All  but  three  of  the  teachers  and  more  than  three  fourths  of  the 
directors  were  enrolled.    The  instruction  was  practical  and  effective 
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and  was  given  by  the  following:  Dr.  B.  II.  Albro,  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess, 
Dr.  J.  T.  MaeFarlane,  Prof.  R.  B.  Teitrick,  Prof.  A.  J.  Mooney  and 
Prof.  W.  M.  Peirce  of  the  Ridgway  schools. 

In  conclusion  we  exten  i  our  earnest  thanks  and  appreciation  to 
the  Directors  for  their  continued  loyal  support,  to  the  Principals 
and  teachers  for  their  co-operation,  to  the  press  for  the  liberal  space 
and  recognition  given,  to  the  patrons  for  support,  to  the  Department 
for  the  assistance  and  recognition,  all  encouraging  us  to  put  forth 
even  greater  effort  for  the  advancement  and  perfection  of  our 
schools  in  the  coming  years. 


ERIE  COUNTY— Samuel  B.  Bayle. 


This  year  as  usual  we  began  our  school  work  with  the  County 
Institute,  which  was  held  in  the  Court  House,  Erie,  the  last  week 
of  August,  1907.  With  the  assistance  of  the  school  directors  and 
teachers  we  were  able  to  hold  this  institute  up  to  the  standard 
set  during  the  previous  years.  Our  aim  in  institute  work  has 
been  to  look  toward  instruction  rather  than  for  entertainment.  We 
believe  that  it  is  best  to  follow  out  some  certain  lines  year  after 
year.  This  we  have  tried  to  do.  Each  year  of  the  six  years  of 
my  administration  as  County  Superintendent  we  have  had  a 
course  of  lectures  in  English.  We  have  also  done  much  along  scien- 
tific lines.  In  my  school  visitations  I  have  looked  for  results  from 
this  kind  of  institute  instruction  and  the  results  obtained  were 
much  greater  than  I  expected  to  obtain.  And  I  report  to  you  that 
as  far  as  County  Institutes  are  concerned  they  are  profitable  to  our 
teachers  and  our  schools  at  least  in  Erie  county. 

While  we  have  a  number  of  young  teachers  in  Erie  county,  a 
very  few  of  them  become  candidates  for  teachers'  certificates  with*" 
out  further  preparation  than  that  obtained  by  completion  of  a 
Grammar  School  course.  As  a  rule  they  complete  our  High  Schools 
or  attend  a  Normal  School  before  becoming  candidates.  Hence 
they  are  prepared  for  the  examinations  and  in  a  greater  number 
of  cases  prepared  for  the  beginning  of  school  work.  As  for  our 
experienced  teachers,  in  nearly  every  case  they  are  seeking  to  im- 
prove their  schools  and  to  grow  in  strength  and  culture  by  pursuing 
steadily  some  line  of  advanced  study.  This  speaks  well  for  the 
teaching  force  of  Erie  county. 

Holding  to  the  principle  that  activity  is  essential  to  progress  and 
development  it  has  been  my  aim  and  purpose  to  have  every  child 
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of  school  age  in  Erie  county  do  something  do  a  year  of  school  work 
during  a  school  year.  In  order  fco  accomplish  (his  I  have  en- 
deavored to  hold  both  the  teacher  and  the  pupil  to  this  standard. 

The  failures  have  been  few,  (he  work  of  our  pupils  on  the  whole  has 

been  well  done  through  the  primary  school,  through  the  grammar 
school,  through  the  high  school  and  then  graduating,  and  many 
of  them  passing  on  then  into  our  colleges.  We  have  tried  to  so 
superintend  the  school  work  that  the  physical  powers  of  our  chil- 
dren might  be  strengthened  instead  of  weakened  by  school  work; 
that  the  discipline  of  study  and  the  recreation  of  the  play  hour  be 
so  utilized  that  from  each  mental  tone  and  mental  strength  shall  be 
derived;  holding  that  the  one  great  rule  which  should  govern  the 
relationship  of  teacher  and  pupil  and  of  pupil  and  pupil  is  the  old 
rule — the  Golden  Rule. 

The  interest  which  the  citizens  of  Erie  county  have  taken  in  tire 
public  schools  has  not  abated,  but  on  the  other  hand  it  has  grown 
and  increased.  Our  school  directors  have  faithfully  performed 
their"  duties. 

For  six  years  I  have  superintended  the  schools  of  Erie  county  and 
I  close  with  this  report.  My  work  must  speak  for  itself.  Again  I 
thank  the  pupils,  the  teachers,  the  directors  and  all  the  citizens  of 
Erie  county  for  their  hearty  support.  Again  I  thank  the  Depart- 
ment at  Harrisburg  for  its  courtesy  and  helpfulness. 


FAYETTE  COUNTY— C.  G.  Lewellyn. 


Teachers,  directors,  parents,  and  citizens  all  took  a  decided  inter- 
est in  our  schools  last  year.  Educational  meetings  were  held  every 
week  at  some  places  in  the  county.  A  number  of  the  districts  had 
monthly  meetings  of  the  teachers  when  the  citizens  and  all  friends 
of  education  were  invited  to  be  present.  The  directors  encouraged 
the  teachers  in  this  work  and  took  a  very  active  part  in  the  ex- 
ercises of  the  day.  This  had  a  telling  effect  upon  our  people.  The 
sentiment  for  better  trained  teachers  is  strong.  The  citizens  are 
demanding  it,  and  the  directors  are  willing  to  pay  the  salaries  in 
order  to  get  them.  Our  teachers  realize  this  and  as  a  result  over 
100  of  them  went  to  school  this  spring.  Some  went  to  State  Nor- 
mal schools,  others  went  to  summer  training  schools,  and  as  many 
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went  to  take  additional  work  at  some  of  the  colleges.     We  expect 
ritill  better  results  all  along  the  line  next  year. 

Thirteen  new  school  houses  were  built  during  the  year.  On  the 
evening  of  the  commencement  exercises  of  the  Bridgeport  High 
School,  the  school  building  was  burned,  destroying  all  the  furni- 
ture, books,  apparatus,  library,  and  record*;.  This  placed  the  school 
board  in  an  embarrassing  position,  but  they  were  equal  to  the 
occasion.  They  began  at  once  to  make  preparations  for  a  new  build- 
ing and  have  let  the  contract  for  a  fine  new  fire-proof,  brick  building 
containing  fourteen  rooms,  at  a  cost  of  $50,000.  It  will  be  ready 
for  occupancy  by  November- 1st.  Uniontown  was  able  to  use  the 
new  brick  building,  which  cost  $48,000.  Perry  township  dedicated 
its  new  high  school  building  last  August  and  occupied  it  all  year. 
This  is  a  very  fine  structure  with  an  auditorium  that  will  seat  over 
500  persons.  Deputy  Snpt.  Teitrick  was  present  at  the  dedication 
and  delivered  a  very  excellent  address.  Brownsville  has  issued 
bonds  to  the  extent  of  $35,000  for  its  new  s-hool  house.  It  will  cost 
$50,000  when  completed.  It  will  be  modern  in  every  particular,  and 
have  an  auditorium  with  seating  capacity  for  over  500  persons. 
North  QnioD  township  dedicated  its  four  room  brick  building  last 
March.  This  makes  three  such  buildings  in  this  township.  Each 
of  them  cost  about  $15,000.  It  has  also  let  the  contract  for  another 
one  of  them  to  be  used  next  year.  South  Union  township  occupied 
one  of  the  prettiest,  up-to-date  buildings  in  the  county.  This  cost 
about  $16,000.  German  township  made  arrangements  to  put  an 
addition  to  its  high  school  building  at  a  cost  of  $8,000.  Dunbar 
township  has  one  of  the  finest  high  school  buildings  in  the  state. 
The  high  school  has  grown  to  such  an  extent  that  the  school  board 
has  been  forced  to  add  another  story  at  a  cost  of  $10,000.  It  cost 
Point  Marion  $7,000  to  make  the  necessary  improvements  in  that 
town.  Connellsville  paid  $8,000  to  have  the  necessary  accommoda- 
tions in  the  second  ward  of  that  town.  Luzerne,  Redstone,  and 
Springhill  township  each  built  two  two-room  buildings,  and  Stewart 
township  one. 

Seven  hundred  and  fifty-seven  applicants  were  examined  for 
teachers'  certificates.  505  provisional  and  43  professional  certi- 
ficates were  issued.  200  applicants  were  rejected.  Diplomas  are 
issued  to  pupils  who  complete  the  county  course  of  study. 
A  pupil  receiving  one  of  these  will  be  admitted  to  any 
high  school  in  the  county.  200  took  the  examination;  181  re- 
ceived diplomas. 

Three  years  ago  we  had  four  high  schools  in  the  county.  -Now 
we  can  boast  of  having  ten.  viz:  Connellsville,  Uniontown.  Point 
Marion,  South  Brownsville.  Dunbar,  Connellsville  township,  Perry, 
German.  North  Union  Dunbar  township.  South  Union  township  has 
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established  one  to  begin  at  the  opening  of  school  next  fall.    Pair- 
chance  has  done  the  same  thing. 

Local  institutes  wore  all  the  go  last  yiear.  There  were  as  many 
as  a  dozen  held  on  the  same  date.  An  old  time  interest  was  mani- 
fested in  favor  of  these  meetings.  They  did  much  good  for  the 
teachers  and  patrons.  Home  school  boards  paid  the  expenses  of 
the  institute  and  others  went  so  far  as  to  pay  for  some  of  the 
talent  secured.  These  meetings  are  above  the  average  and  have 
done  much  to  create  enthusiasm  on  the  part  of  the  citizens. 

A  meeting  of  the  principals  and  high  school  teachers  of  this  and 
the  adjoining  counties  was  held  in  Connellsville  last  spring.  Many 
interesting  papers  were  read  bearing  on  the  purpose,  needs,  and 
equipment  of  our  high  schools.  It  was  a  profitable  meeting  and 
has  borne  fruit  already.  The  Fayette  County  Teachers'  Asociation 
was  organized  in  11)00.  It  holds  three  meetings  each  year.  The 
next  meeting  will  be  an  interesting  one  as  it  will  be  the  first  time 
that  department  work  will  be  carried  on.  At  the  county  institute 
last  year,  Friday  afternoon  was  given  exclusively  to  the  association. 
It  was  one  of  profit.  All  teachers  in  the  county  were  present. 
Prof.  F.  E.  Younkin  of  the  Oonnellsville  schools  and  President  of 
the  association  made  a  very  able  addres  on  '"The  Lack  of  Profes- 
sional Zeal."  Mr.  H.  D.  Shallenberger,  a  member  of  the  board  of 
education  at  Vanderbilt,  addressed  the  meeting  on  the  "Obstacles  in 
Our  School  System."  This  organization  is  in  a  prosperous  condi 
tion  and  speaks  well  for  the  teachers  of  the  county. 

The  educational  treat  of  the  year  was  the  Annual  Teachers  In- 
stitute. 056  teachers  were  enrolled.  Never  in  the  history  of  the 
county  was  there  such  enthusiasm,  such  attendance  on  the  part  of 
the  teachers,  and  such  good  feeling.  It  was  pronounced  by  all  to 
be  the  best  institute  ever  held  in  the  county.  Prof.  Jerry  March 
was  with  us  and  had  full  charge  of  the  music.  Nothing  more  need 
be  said  of  this  any  more  than  to  say  that  he  is  as  good  as  the 
best.  The  day  instructors  were  Hon.  R.  B.  Teitrick,  representing 
the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  Dr.  S.  B.  McCormick  of  Pitts- 
burg, Dr.  T.  B.  Noss  of  California,  Pa.,  Dr.  Robert  Armstrong  of 
West  Virginia  University,  and  Supt.  W.  W.  Stetson  of  Maine.  Mrs. 
Mary  Gabler  Garwood  and  Miss  Jean  Lang,  both  of  Pittsburg,  were 
the  soloists  for  the  week,  and  Miss  Carrie  Waggoner  of  Browns- 
ville was  the  pianist.  The  evenings  were  taken  up  by  the  Elma  B. 
Smith  Company,  Rounds  Ladies'  Orchestra,  Washington  and  Jeffer- 
son Glee  Club,  Dr.  Maurice  Fenfield  Kikes,  and  Gov.  J.  Frank 
Han  ley. 

The    School   Directors'   Association    held  its    annual  meeting   the 
same  week  of   the   institute.     It  lasted   two  days.   Wednesday  and 
Thursday.  This  is  the  first  time  the  convention  has  been  held  at  this 
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time  of  the  year.  The  convention  adjourned  on  Wednesday  after- 
noon to  meet  with  the  institute.  Dr.  Noss  and  Dr.  Stetson  spoke 
that  afternoon.  It  was  the  largest  number  of  directors  ever  at  the 
institute  or  the  convention.  All  in  all  it  was  very  profitable  gather- 
ing. Following  are  the  officers  of  the  association:  George  L.  Moore, 
Brownsville,  President;  Biddle  Hornbeck,  Dunbar  township;  Vice 
President;  John  H.  Prinkey,  Springfield  township,  Treasurer;  Virgil 
C.  Hess,  Redstone  township,  Secretary.  The  following  program 
was  in  order:  "Discussion  of  Queries,"  by  Directors;  "School  Sani- 
tation" by  Dr.  L.  P.  Arensberg,  of  Luzerne  township;  "Are  Our 
Aims  Meeting  the  Demands  of  the  Hour?"  by  Prof.  O.  O.  Say  lor, 
Principal  of  the  Bridgeport  Schools;  "The  Directors'  Opportunity," 
by  Supt.  R.  B.  Teitrick;  "Recent  School  Legislation  and  Registra- 
tion of  School  Pupils,"  by  A.  E.  Jones,  Esq.,  Uniontown;  Address 
by  Dr.  S.  B.  McCormick,  Cancellor,  Western  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania. The  directors  all  heard  the  lecture  on  Wednesday  evening 
by  Gov.  J.  Frank  Hanley  of  Indiana  on  the  "Patriotism  of  Peace." 

Uniontown  has  a  population  of  over  12,000.  In  May  it  estab- 
lished a  superintendency  and  elected  Prof.  Clifford  J.  Scott,  City 
Superintendent  at  a  salary  of  $2,300  per  year.  Mr.  Scott  is  a  very 
fine  gentleman  and  has  all  the  qualifications  that  go  to  make  him 
a  practical  school  man.  We  look  for  more  prosperous  conditions  in 
the  history  of  the  schools  of  Uniontown  under  the  direct  manage- 
ment of  so  worthy  a  gentleman. 

I  desire  to  say  that  the  work,  as  a  whole,  the  last  year  was  very 
good.  Nothing  is  done  so  well  but  that  it  could  be  done  better.  The 
teachers  have  been  most  courteous  and  obliging;  the  directors  have 
done  their  duty  as  they  saw  it;  the  citizens  have  given  their  liberal 
support  in  favor  of  the  schools;  the  Department  has  aided  us  witb 
its  helpful  advise  and  other  courtesies;  the  press  has  contributed 
more  than  its  share  toward  the  cause  of  education.  For  all  these 
I  herein  express  my  sincere  thanks. 


FOREST  COUNTY— D.  W.  Morrison. 


In  submitting  to  the  Department  my  third  annual  report,  I  feel 
justified  in  stating  that  the  schools  of  the  county  are  steadily  gain- 
ing a  higher  standard  of  efficiency. 

The  first  examination  for  permanent  certificates  held  in  this 
county  for  a  great  number  of  years  resulted  in  eight  of  the  best 
teachers  of  the  county  being  granted  permanent  certificates. 
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Dining  the  year,  high  schools  were  established  in  Kingsley  and 
Harmony  townships.  The  Tionesta  borough  high  school  was 
changed  from  a  tWo-year  to  a  three-year  course.  Jenks  township 
high  school  graduated  its  first  class  in  the  new  four-year  course, 
and  Hickory  township  its  first  class  in  a  two-year  course. 

Two  hundred  three  official  visits  were  made  during  the  term  to 
the  ninety  schools  in  operation  in  the  county. 

The  Annual  County  Institute  was  held  in  Tionesta  during  the 
week  of  December  10.  Dr.  C.  H.  Gordinier  of  Hagerstown,  Md.; 
Supt.  W.  M.  Peirce  of  Kidgway;  Dr.  W.  R.  Egbert  of  Clarion;  Prof. 
P.  A.  Wheeler  of  Mercer;  and  Prof.  G.  W.  Mitchell  of  Marienville, 
were  the  day  instructors.  Shungopavi  &  Company,  Hal  Merton, 
John  Thomas  Concert  Company  and  Dr.  C.  H.  Gordinier  were  the 
evening  attractions.  The  institute  was  a  success  from  every  point 
of  view  and  pleased  both  the  teachers  and  the  general  public. 

The  fifth  annual  convention  of  the  School  Directors  x\ssociation 
was-'  held  in  Marienville,  August  14  and  15.  Only  twenty  directors 
were  in  attendance,  yet  it  was  a  very  interesting  and  profitable 
meeting.  Colonel  David  P.  Fortney  of  Bellefonte  gave  four  very 
helpful  talks  to  the  directors.  Directors  J.  C.  Dunn,  J.  F.  Scherer, 
D.  B.  Shields  and  Prof.  G.  W.  Mitchell  made  successful  addresses. 
This  meeting  brought  forth  more  favorable  comments  than  any  that 
has  preceded  it. 

The  Forest  County  Summer  School  closed  its  first  session  in  June, 
with  an  attendance  of  130  students  from  five  different  counties, 
and  opened  its  second  term  in  May,  1908,  with  an  enrollment  of  90 
students.  This  number  will  be  largely  increased  during  the  re- 
maining weeks  and  is  already  showing  evidence  of  the  same  help- 
ful work  for  the  teachers  that  characterized  the  work  of  last  term. 
Prof.  G.  W.  Mitchell,  Mrs.  Maud  Berlin,  and  Miss  Nan  L.  Mildren, 
of  Frederick,  Md.,  assisted  by  the  county  Superintendent  are  the 
instructors.  The  school  is  primarily  a  teacher — training  school  and 
is  supported  by  contributions  from  prosperous  business  men  of 
the  county,  wdio  recognize  the  efficiency  of  the  work  and  are  desir- 
ous of  using  their  means  for  the  advancement  of  the  common 
schools. 

For  the  fourth  time  one  of  the  county's  best  and  foremost  citizens 
awarded  twelve  scholarships  in  the  Clarion  State  Normal  School  to 
the  most  advanced  pupils  in  the  public  schools  of  the  county. 

As  a  closing  event  of  the  year,  the  directors  in  triennial  con- 
vention unanimously  re-elected  the  present  incumbent  for  another 
term  as  County  Superintendent  of  Schools.  It  is  very  gratifying 
to  me  to  feel  that  my  efforts  in  behalf  of  good  schools  has  been  so 
agreeably  appreciated,  and  I  begin  the  work  of  another  term  with 
feelings  of  gratitude  to  the  directors,  the  teachers,  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction  and  to  the  pupils  of  the  public  schools. 
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FRANKLIN  COUNTY— L.  F.  Benchoff. 


The  public  school  work  just  completed  in  Franklin  county  during 
the  school  year  1907-08  is  a  thing  of  the  past  and  can  not  be  changed 
neither  can  the  good  accruing  therefrom  be  estimated.  The  train- 
ing of  the  immortal  mind  in  its  plastic  state  and  the  development 
of  human  character  are  beyond  all  tangible  means  of  computation. 
However,  of  some  things  we  can  judge,  and  approximately  account 
for  the  results  which  have  been  accomplished. 

The  work  of  the  schools  in  this  county  as  a  whole  has  been  good. 
Improvement  has  been  made  along  many  lines.  The  ends  accom- 
plished by  teachers  and  students  show  an  advance  on  the  progress 
of  former  years  and  the  term  closes  in  the  midst  of  "educational 
zeal."  With  a  hearty  respect  for  the  educational  history  of  past 
methods— we  have  endeavored  to  keep  abreast  with  the  demands 
of  a  new  century — in  which  the  training  of  the  young  is  conducted 
according  to  high  ideals  with  scientific  accuracy.  Better  teachers 
—better  sentiment — and  stronger  authority  have  co-operated  in  the 
work  of  education — whose  greatest  conquest  of  the  20th  century 
will  lie  to  establish  a  citadel  of  '"Peace." 

The  schools  opened  in  September  last  with  a  good  attendance — 
the  usual  forms  of  organization — and  moved  onward  with  the  en- 
couragement of  a  good  beginning.  The  county  teachers'  Institute 
\v;is  in  all  respects  very  successful.  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  Dr.  Schmucker, 
Dr.  Corson,  Prof.  Yetter  and  Hon.  J.  W.  Hoke  were  the  instructors 
in  addition  to  local  talent.  The  sound  practical  discussions  which 
occupied  the  sessions  of  the  institute,  if  properly  digested1,  were 
enough  to  add  to  each  teacher's  worth  far  more  than  the  cost  of 
this  instruction.  The  interest  which  this  work  stirred  up  among 
lie  public  must  not  be  overlooked.  Institutes  are  valuable  in  a  way 
that  can  not  be  determined  definitely  for  the  manner  in  which  they 
bring  the  public  in  touch  with  the  growing  life  of  the  rising  genera- 
tion. The  evening  entertainments  were  pleasing  and  instructive, 
consisting  of  a  lecture  by  Dr.  Fess  on  tie  "Humanity  of  Abraham 
Lincoln.''  and  three  miscellaneous  programs,  including  "The  Scotch 
Singers."  Shungopavi.  and  The  Commonwealth  Orchestra. 

Local  institutes  were  held  in  Greencastle,  Lemaster.  Welsh  Run, 
Fannettsburg,  Upper  Strasburg,  Orrstown,  Reservoir  Hill.  Mnrion, 
Quincy  and  Eouzerville,  with  splendid  results.  The  general  ad- 
vancement of  any  gnat  public  enterprise  rests  with  the  people,  and 
this  is  especially  true  of  the  public  schools. 
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The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  County  School  Directors'  Association 
wa  held  in  Chambersburg,  January  14  and  L5.  Eighty-three  out  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  directors  at  (ended  the  sessions.  The  lec- 
turers were  I>r.  Coughlin  of  Wilkes-Barre,  Dr.  Philipps  of  West 
Chester  and  Deputy  Superintendenl  Teitrick  of  Earrisburg. 

As  Superintendenl  of  Sch'ools  I  risited  all  the  schools  in  the 
county  once,  some  the  second  and  third  (line,  making  in  all  three 
hundred  and  thirty-five  visits.  A  large  number  of  directors  accom- 
panied me  on  these  visits  thus  getting  a  proper  view  of  (heir  duty 
and  the  work  of  the  schools  under  their  care.  The  directors  made 
five  hundred  and  nine  visits  and  the  patrons  five  thou  sand  nine 
hundred  and  ninety-two. 

Number  of  teachers  outside  of  the  boroughs  under  special 

control,    292 

Number  of  teachers  holding  provisional  certificates, 97 

Number  of  teachers  holding  professional  certificates,   38 

Number  of  teachers  holding  permanent  certificates,  77 

Number  of  teachers  holding  Normal  School  certificates,  ....  80 

Number  of  children  enrolled, 9,165 

Daily  attendance,  0,474 

Per  cent,  of  attendance  during  term,  71 

Of  the  196  applicants  examined  for  provisional  certificates  32 
failed  to  pass.  Forty  teachers  taught  on  first  year  provisional  certi- 
ficate and  first  year  out  of  Normal  School  who  had  no  previous  ex- 
perience. 

With  a  few  exceptions  the  teachers  seemed  to  be  keenly  alive 
to  the  responsibility  and  the  importance  of  their  work.  They 
■showed  a  desire  to  advance  and  succeed.  A  large  number  em- 
braced the  opportunity  for  attending  a  spring  term  at  a  Normal 
School  or  the  select  schools  of  this  county. 

We  have  fire  rural  high  schools  and  two  borough  high  schools,  all 
of  which  are  in  good  working  order.  The  examination  of  pupils  in 
the  public  schools  was  held  on  Saturday,  March  16.  135  were  ex- 
amined, 85  of  which  passed  and  received  diplomas. 

In  making  this  my  final  report  I  desire  to  say  that  I  have  tried 
to  be  reasonable  and  fair  in  the  discharge  of  my  public  trust.  In 
visiting  the  schools  my  aim  was  to  ascertain  the  classification 
and  government  of  the  same,  and,  when  necessary,  to  offer  sugges- 
tions for  their  improvement,  always  commending  teacher  and  pupil 
for  good  work,  stating  where  there  might  be  improvement,  seldom 
speaking  disparagingly  in  the  presence  of  the  school,  but  never  fail- 
ing to  call  the  attention  of  the  careless  and  indifferent  teacher  to 
neglected  duty. 
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Let  us  hope  as  the  wheels  of  time  roll  on,  that  our  schools  may 
continue  to  increase  in  power  and  efficiency,  casting  their  benefi- 
cient  influence  over  every  class  and  condition  of  society  by  implant- 
ing an  eager  desire  for  knowledge,  a  close  adherence  to  truth, 
an  enthusiasm  for  liberty,  obedience  to  law  and  order,  a  spirit 
of  candor  and  breadth  of  sympathy,  finally  a  supreme  regard  for 
our  duty  toward  man  and  God. 

In  closing  I  desire  to  return  my  heartiest  thanks  to  the  teachers, 
directors  and  citizens  throughout  the  county  for  their  generous  aid 
and  hospitality  during  my  years  of  labor  in  this  work  and  to 
the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  the  prompt  and  wise  coun- 
sel offered  me  in  mv  official  duties. 


FULTON  COUNTY— B.  O.  Lamberson. 


The  school  year  as  a  whole  was  marked  with  considerable  effort 
and  increasing  interest.  Two  new  houses  were  built  during  the 
year  and  several  others  were  repaired.  Ayr  township  built  a  one 
room  building.  The  borough  of  McConnellsburg  completed  its  new 
two  story  brick  building.  This  is  an  ideal  school  building,  having 
water,  heat,  and  toilet  apparatus  in  the  building.  The  town  is  to 
be  commended  for  its  efforts. 

The  teaching  force  of  the  county  did  good  work,  but  we  expect 
them  to  do  more  efficient  work  during  the  coming  term.  Among 
the  teachers  there  were  a  few  dead-heads.  These  we  have  tried 
to  keep  out  of  schools. 

The  increased  attendance  in  nearly  every  district  marks  con- 
siderable interest  in  educational  matters. 

We  expect  to  raise  the  standard  of  our  teaching  force  during  the 
coming  year  both  by  examination  and  by  better  supervision. 

The  greatest  cause  for  disturbance  in  our  schools  was  the  vaccina- 
tion law.  It  has  been  a  source  of  constant  friction  between  patrons 
and  teachers.  This  was  true  especially  in  Belfast  and  Brush  Creek 
townships  where  good  teachers  were  turned  out  on  account  of 
having  attempted  its  enforcement.  We  think  the  law  should  be 
enforced  at  once  or  dropped  entirely. 

Great  interest  was  manifested  in  the  educational  meetings  held 
during  the  year. 

The  County  Institute  was  a  marker  in  that  line  of  work  in  the 
county.  Our  instructors  did  not  play  to  the  galleries.  They  gave 
excellent  lectures  on  practical  common  sense  work  which  was  a 
benefit  to  our  teachers. 
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We  wish  lo  take  this, opportunity  to  thank  the  Department  at 
ECarrisburg  for  good  advice  and  past  favors. 

We  need  and  ask  for  the  assistance  and  co-operation  of  all  our 
patrons,  citizens,  directors,  and  teachers  in  (hi*  greatest  work.  No 
effort  will  be  spared  on  onr  pari  to  make  things  move. 


GREENE   COUNTY— John   C.   Stewart. 


There  is  no  field  of  labor  in  which  it  is  so  difficult  to  discern 
the  degree  of  progress  as  the  educational  field.  Material  progress 
is  readily  seen,  but  that  which  deals  with  the  immortal  soul  takes 
years  to  determine  the  results.  We  trust  that  the  advancement 
made  the  past  year  is  permanent  and  that  we  are  building  on  a 
foundation  that  will  lead  to  the  ideal  education. 

The  teachers  so  far  as  we  are  able  to  judge  have  been  earnest 
and  faithful  in  the  performanre  of  their  various  duties.  In  local 
institute  work  it  has  been  a  banner  year,  as  more  interest  was  mani- 
fested on  the  part  of  both  teachers  and  patrons  than  during  any 
previous  year  of  my  experience.  Two  questions  that  were  sug- 
gested in  the  outline  for  the  year's  work,  namely:  Higher  education 
in  the  rural  districts,  and  the  improvement  of  school  property,  wTere 
ably  discussed  at  almost  every  institute,  and  as  a  result  of  this 
earnest  effort  we  have  the  promise  of  three  more  township  High 
Schools  in  the  county  for  the  coming  year,  and  also  find  a  demand 
on  the  part  of  the  parents  for  more  improved  and  up  to  date  school 
building  and  grounds.  We  have  not  lost  sight  of  the  value  of  the 
study  of  methods  and  school  management.  In  some  of  the  districts 
the  teachers  effected  an  organization  for  the  purpose  of  studying 
methods  and  questions  pertaining  to  school  management. 

The  School  Improvement  League  was  active  during  the  second 
year  of  its  existence.  Several  new  libraries  were  established  and 
many  new  books  were  added  to  those  previously  started,  also  many 
improvements  were  made  through  the  efforts  of  the  league;  thus 
making  school  life  more  pleasant  and  interesting. 

The  Directors  Convention  and  the  County  Institute  were  success- 
ful in  every  respect.  Seventy-six  directors  were  present  at  the 
convention,  which  was  addressed  by  the  Hon.  Henry  Houck.  It 
was  a  very  enthusiastic  meeting. 

The  instructors  at  the  County  Institute  w7ere  Dr.  F.  H.  Green, 
Supt.  James  M.   Coughlin,   Prof.   G.   F.   Lamb,   and   Grant  Colfax 
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Tiillar:  Lecturers,  Lee  Francis  Lybarger,  Russel  H.  Conwell,  and 
Hon.  Champ  Clark:  Concert  Companies,  Furgusons  Dixie  Jubilee 
Bingers  and  the  American  Saxophone  Quartette.  The  instruction 
was  practical  and  seemed  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  teachers. 

Our  sincere  gratitude  is  due  the  teachers,  directors,  and  patrons 
for  their  earnest  support.  Especially  do  we  feel  grateful  to  the 
directors  and  many  friends  through  whose  confidence  we  have  been 
retained  in  this  office  for  another  term  of  three  years. 


HUNTINGDON    COUNTY— J.    G.    Dell. 


Another  year  of  public  school  work  in  Huntingdon  county  has 
passed  into  history,  and  it  is  with  considerable  pleasure  that  1  re- 
port a  brief  review  of  the  same.  We  are  not  nearing  my  ideals  in 
this  great  work,  because  of  conditions  beyond  our  control,  but  we 
are  making  perceptible  progress  along  several  lines.  Though  no 
great  demonstrations  manifest  themselves,  we  are  moving  quietly 
but  constantly  upward.  When  we  examine  results  in  other  coun- 
ties, we  are  greatly  encouraged  with  the  results  obtained  at  home. 
However,  we  are  cognizant  of  the  fact  that  the  highest  obtainable 
results  have  not  been  attained.  Bombastic  reports  and  newspaper 
blaze  do  not  insure  good  honest  work  in  the  school-room1,  neither 
do  they  always  convey  to  the  public  the  real  condition  of  the  school 
life  of  a  community. 

Nearly  all  of  our  teachers  did  good,  earnest  work  during  the 
term.  They  were  faithful  in  endeavor,  professional  in  spirit  and 
successful  in  lasting  results.  A  few  did  not  do  good  work.  As  far 
as  possible,  I  am  keeping  such  out  of  the  schools  for  the  term  of 
1908.  When  I  remember  that  my  greatest  difficulty  is  to  obtain 
te.ii-hers  of  sufficient  scholastic  attainments  to  teach  some  of  our 
country  schools  in  which  we  will  have  several  students  who  hold 
valid  teachers'  certificates,  I  am  led  to  believe  that  we  need  not 
be  discouraged.  The  amount  of  supplementary  work  and  real  teach- 
ing was  greater  during  the  term  than  during  any  preceding  term. 
I  have  no  sympathy  for  the  teacher  who  teaches  the  book  without 
supplementing  the  same. 

Two  new  buildings  were  erected  during  the  year  and  several  old 
ones  repaired.  At  Robortsdale,  the  directors  of  Wood  district  built 
a  four-room  building  which  is  a  credit  to  both  board  and  community. 
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It  is  a  modern  structure  with  up-to-date  appliances  and  heating 
facilities.  In  Barnettstown,  of  Carbon  district,  a  splendid  two-room 
brick  building  was  begun,  which  will  be  occupied  next  term.  M'>si 
Of  our  buildings  arc  now  in  good  condition,  sonic  of  them  arc  equal 

to  the  best  I  have  ever  .seen  anywhere. 

Arbor  Days  were  appropriately  observed  and  many  (rocs  and 
shrubs  wore  planted.  Many  walnut  trees  were  planted  along  the 
highways  by  the  school  children.  Our  children  are  greatly  inter- 
ested in  this  work  when  they  have  a  live  teacher  to  lead  them. 

Though  the  winter  was  very  severe,  about  six  hundred  (GOO)  pupils 
wire  present  every  hour  of  the  school  term,  and  as  many  more 
missed  not  more  than  one-half  day  each.  To  each  pupil  who  missed 
no  time,  Camp  321,  P.  O.  S.  of  A.,  presented  a  beautiful  certificate 
of  merit. 

I  conducted  thirty-three  examinations  for  teachers'  certificates, 
as  the  result  of  which  I  issued  201  provisional  certificates,  17  pro- 
fessional certificates  and  rejected  80  applicants.  Before  any  certi- 
ficate was  signed,  the  applicant  had  to  attain  an  average  of  83  per- 
cent, in  the  twelve  branches.  Special  stress  is  being  placed  on 
spelling,  arithmetic,  grammar  and  theory.  Applicants  were  exam- 
ined in  our  professional  reading  course,  the  professional  books  of 
which  were  Hamilton's  The  Recitation,  Sabine's  Common  Sense  Di- 
dactics, and  Kellogg's  Educational  Foundations. 

The  superintendent  attended  thirty-three  local  institutes  and  edu- 
cational meetings  during  the  term.  An  educational  meeting  at 
night  and  an  institute  next  day  is  counted  as  one  in  this  report. 
Because  of  conflicting  dates,  1  could  not  attend  several  good  meet- 
ings. Great  interest  is  being  manifested  in  these  public  meetings. 
It  is  a  rare  thing  for  us  to  have  any  thing  other  than  a  "crowded 
house"  at  our  local  institutes.  In  connection  with  the  general  school 
work,  several  successful  literary  societies  wTere  meeting  regularly 
during  the  term.  West  district  excelled  in  the  number  of  public 
"educational  meetings''  conducted. 

The  County  Institute  wras  a  great  success  excepting  from  a  point 
of  finance  in  which  it  had  a  deficit  of  $150.  Dr.  Jonathan  Bigdon, 
of  Iadiana,  gave  instruction  in  Grammar.  Prof.  F.  F.  Holsopple, 
of  Juniata  College,  proved  himself  to  be  second  to  none  as  an  in- 
spiration in  literary  .study.  He  is  a  master  in  his  line.  Dr.  W.  W. 
Stetson,  of  Maine,  was  at  his  best.  Every  school  man  in  Pennsyl- 
vania knows  what  that  means.  Prof.  J.  W.  Yoder  ranks  among 
the  best  music  directors.  He  can  sing,  and  he  made  all  our  people 
like  to  sing. 

All  interest  centered  around  Supt.  E.  M.  Rapp  at  our  Directors' 
convention.  Bro.  Rapp  inspired  150  directors  with  his  practical 
ideas  which  were  so  forcefully  expressed  that  the  house  was  his. 
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I  tluiLk  the  Juniata  College  Glee  Club,  Juniata  Mandolin  Club, 
Juan  Morando  and  all  others  who  aided  in  making  our  institute  and 
Directors'  convention  so  interesting. 

All  in  all,  I  must  report  a  successful  school  year. 


INDIANA  COUNTY— J.  T.  Stewart. 


We  have  come  to  the  close  of  another  school  year,  and  in  submit- 
ting this  my  ninth  and  last  report  of  the  schools  of  the  county, 
I  wish  to  say  that  there  are  many  things  for  which  we  are  thank- 
ful. The  work  of  the  schools  has  been  carried  on  very  pleasantly 
and  we  think,  as  a  whole,  very  profitably.  The  educational  force 
of  the  county  has  been  loyal  and  teachers  and  directors  have  been 
especially  active.  We  have  had  fewer  resignations  and  failures  than 
during  any  previous  year.  The  increase  of  salary  has  encouraged 
the  teachers  and  will  cause  them  to  make  better  preparation  for 
their  work. 

A  large  majority  of  the  citizens  of  our  county  are  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  the  schools,  but  there  are  those  who  are  negligent 
and  do  not  send  their  children  to  school  regularly;  others  refuse  to 
have  their  children  vaccinated  and  thus  debar  them  of  an  educa- 
tion. It  occurs  to  me  that  if  teachers,  directors,  and  loyal  citizens 
of  our  county  would  put  forth  a  special  effort  to  arouse  more  en- 
thusiasm in  school  work,  and  encourage  those  who  are  careless  and 
indifferent,  we  would  have  better  results  in  our  schools.  Bad 
weather,  drifted  roads,  and  contagious  diseases  effect  the  attend- 
ance in  our  schools.  We  can  not  make  the  weather,  but  we  can 
improve  the  roads;  we  can  have  drifted  roads  kept  open  and  chil- 
dren conveyed  to  school;  and  we  can  encourage  the  children  and  the 
teachers  in    school  work  and  advance  education  in  our  county. 

During  the  year  the  following  school  buildings  were  erected:  A 
two-room  building  in  South  Mahoning  township,  a  one-room  build- 
ing in  Banks  township,  and  a  one-room  building  in  Green  town- 
ship. By  mistake,  last  year  we  failed  to  state  that  Conemaugli 
township  erected  a  one-room  building  at  Nowrytown  and  an  ad- 
ditional room  at  Tunnelton.  In  East  Mahoning  township  a  new 
one-room  building  was  burned. 

During  the  year  459  applicants  were  examined  for  teaching  and 
of  this  number  96  were  licensed  to  teach.  Fifty-eight  of  our 
teachers  were  beginners,  209  held  provisional  certificates,  30  profes- 
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sional  certificates,  63  permanent   certificates,  52  Norma)  diplomas, 

and  three  were  college  graduates.  We  had  fewer  beginners  than 
during  any  previous  year.  Last  year  we  had  80  beginners.  We  think 
that  because  of  hard  times  more  young  men  and  young  women 
will  seek  employment  as  teachers  the  coming  year. 

It  has  been  our  constant  aim  to  raise  the  standard  of  teaching, 
but  because  of  i he  scarcity  of  applicants  it  has  been  necessary  to 
grant  certificates  to  those  who  should  have  been  pupils  in  the 
schools,  yet  we  feel  that  our  teachers  have  been  progressive  in 
try.'ng  to  secure  a  better  education.  We  have  encouraged  the 
teachers  to  attend  school  to  equip  themselves  for  the  profession. 
The  teachers  have  made  great  improvement  in  literature  and  general 
information.  Nine  years  ago  when  I  held  my  first  examination  very 
few  of  onr  tea  chert  had  read  any  books,  and  could  not  give  the 
writings  of  our  most  prominent  authors.  Each  year  a  reading 
course  was  outlined  and  the  requirements  were  faithfully  carried 
out  by  the  teachers. 

The  annual  institute  was  held  in  Indiana,  Dec.  16-20,  and  was 
pronounced  a  success.  Owing  to  a  personal  illness  caused  by  "la 
grippe,"  I  was  unable  to  attend.  The  institute  was  conducted  by 
vice-presidents.  The  day  instructors  were  Dr.  W.  N.  Ferris,  Big 
Rapids,  Mich.;  Dr.  Robert  L.  Kelly,  Richmond,  Ind.;  Dr.  Albert  E. 
Maitby,  Slippery  Rock;  Dr.  James  E.  Ament,  Indian,  Pa.;  and  Prof. 
O.  H.  Yetter,  Bloomsburg,  Pa.;  musical  director. 

The  evening  attractions  were  Montaville  Flowers,  Dr.  Edward  B. 
McDowell,  Royal  Gipsy  Concert  Company  General  Z.  T.  Sweeney, 
and  the  Dunbar  Male  Quartette  and  Bell  Ringers. 

The  sixteenth  annual  session  of  the  Directors'  Association  was 
held  in  Odd  Fellows'  Hall,  Indiana,  Pa.,  on  Thursday  and  Friday, 
December  19th  and  20th,  1907.  128  directors  were  in  attendance, 
the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  association.  Not  only  directors, 
but  others  interested  in  education,  were  present.  The  association 
was  addressed  by  Dr.  W.  N.  Ferris  and  Dr.  James  E.  Ament. 

Local  institutes  were  held  in  most  of  the  districts  and  were  a 
source  of  great  good.  This  being  the  year  to  elect  a  County  Super- 
intendent special  interest  was  manifested  in  the  local  institutes  by 
each  of  the  three  candidates.  The  local  institutes  are  always  help- 
ful to  the  teachers  who  are  interested  in  their  work,  and  arouse 
a  healthful  educational  sentiment  in  the  district  in  which  they  are 
held.  Washington  township  has  held  more  local  institutes  during 
my  term  of  office  than  any  other  township  in  the  county. 

It  has  been  my  pleasure  to  attend  many  of  the  local  institutes  of 
that  township  and  I  have  always  found  the  meetings  well  attended. 
The  most  interesting  local  institutes  which  I  attended  during  the 
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year  were  held  in  Mechanicsburg  borough,  Banks  township,  Centre 
township,  Canoe  township,  and  Washington  township. 

The  schools  were  all  visited,  but  33.  All  would  have  been  visited, 
if  sickness  had  not  prevented.  The  average  time  spent  in  each 
school  was  one  hour.  The  visitations  have  always  been  a  source  of 
great  pleasure  to  me  for  the  teachers  have  been  courteous  and  will- 
ing to  receive  instruction. 

In  closing  this  brief  report,  teachers,  I  want  to  thank  you  for 
your  loyal  support  during  my  term  of  office,  and  bespeak  for  my 
successor,  Mr.  Chapman,  your  confidence  and  support.  I  wish  to 
thank  the  Department  of  Public  lust  ruction  for  their  kind  and 
courteous  treatment  and  for  their  promptness  in  giving  me  instruc- 
tions; also  the  press  for  kind  words  about  my  work,  and  for  their 
uillingness  to  aid  in  educational  movements.  I  also  wish  to  remem- 
ber the  people  in  all  parts  of  the  county  who  have  treated  me  so 
kindly  and  have  aided  me  so  much  in  the  work.  The  friendships 
formed  will  always  be  cherished  with  pleasant  recollections,  and  I 
will  always  be  found  ready  and  willing  to  assist  in  the  work  of  our 
schools  and  trust  that  they  may  continue  to  prosper  and  that  they 
may  rise  to  a  higher,  and  a  higher  standard  of  efficiency. 


JEFFERSON  COUNTY— L.  Mayne  Jones. 


In  making  this  my  first  annual  report  I  feel  that  I  can  honestly 
recount  a  steady  forward  movement.  Teachers,  directors,  and  the 
people  generally  recognize  that  education  is  a  thing  to  be  fostered, 
a  thing  that  demands  constantly  improved  conditions,  and  that 
this  can  be  accomplished  only  by  hearty  co-operation  and  earnest 
work  on  the  part  of  the  various  school  factors.  While  our  schools 
in  past  years  have  ranked  with  the  best,  our  people  realize  that  the 
schools,  as  everything  else,  must  be  constantly  growing  better  in 
order  to  keep  pace  with  the  general  trend  of  advancement. 

The  new  minimum  salary  law  has  had  a  beneficial  and  stimulat- 
ing effect.  The  teachers  generally  appreciate  the  advance  in  wages, 
and  are  striving  to  make  better  preparation,  give  better  service, 
and  thus  prove  themselves  worthy  of  the  improved  conditions. 
There  is  a  disposition  among  a  few  of  our  people  to  regard  this 
forced  increase  in  teacher's  salaries  as  a  hardship.  They  contend 
that  we  have  the  same  teachers  we  would  otherwise  have  had.  But 
they  fail  to  see  that  better  material  will  in  this  way  be  brought  into 
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the  profession,  and  thai  (hose  who  fail  to  make  the  more  thorough 
preparation  demanded  will  be  forced  out  of  the  ranks. 

In  local  institute  work  the  teachers  have  been  more  than  usually 
active.  Every  township  excepl  one  and  also  three  of  the  boroughs 
held  one  or  more  institutes.     In  Snyder,  Eldred,  and  Washington 

townships  these  meetings  were  held  evcix  month.  The  teachers  of 
Bell,  Warsaw.  Perry,  and  Porter  townships,  and  Snninierville  and 
Corsica  boroughs  also  deserve  special  mention  for  work  done  in  this 
line. 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  reporting  one  new  township  high  school, 
located  at  Florence  McCalmont  township.  This  makes  a  total  of 
four  such  high  schools  in  our  county,  and  they  have  all  been  emin- 
ently successful.  The  principals  of  these  high  schools  are  also  dis- 
trict supervisors.  The  work  of  the  district  is  thus  made  uniform, 
the  teachers  are  organized,  and  the  pupils  have  an  anticipated  course 
in  the  high  school  to  stimulate  them  to  earnest  work  in  order  to 
finish  the  common  school  course  and  enter  the  high  school.  The 
high  school  in  the  rural  districts  is  no  longer  an  experiment  in 
Jefferson  county.  We  point  with  pride  to  the  actual  results  given 
by  our  rural  high  schools.  Some  of  our  citizens,  people  who  are 
interested  in  education  too,  contend  that  it  is  cheaper  and  better 
to  send  their  children  to  a  normal  school  or  a  neighboring  borough 
high  school.  But  this  takes  them  away  from  home  at  a  time,  when 
they  need  the  parental  care;  it  also  educates  them  away  from  the 
country  life,  tends  to  give  them  more  or  less  contempt  for  the  rural 
life  and  its  duties  rather  thau  a  love  for  it.  Children  of  the  rural 
districts  should  receive  their  elementary  education  at  home  as  far 
as  possible. 

I  earnestly  believe  in  the  teaching  of  agriculture  in  the  schools 
of  the  rural  districts;  and  it  is  my  intention  to  labor  diligently  to 
create  a  sentiment  in  favor  of  this  work,  and  to  secure  the  adoption 
of  a  good  practical  course  in  agriculture  in  our  township  high 
schools,  also  to  bring  into  the  common  schools  a  systematic  study  of 
real  plants  and  animals. 

During  the  year  Big  Kun  borough  dedicated  a  modern  eight-room 
building.  This  new  school  building,  which  takes  the  place  of  one 
which  the  town  had  outgrown,  is  in  every  way  a  credit  to  the  dis- 
trict, and  indicates  a  progressive  educational  spirit.  The  directors 
of  Washington  razed  the  high  school  building,  erected  two  years 
ago,  and  in  its  stead  placed  a  handsome  brick  building,  containing 
two  rooms  and  an  auditorium.  They  also  increased  the  course  from 
two  to  four  years.  The  directors  of  Sykesvijle  borough  have  also 
let  the  contract  for  a  new  eight-room  building.  The  boroughs  in 
this  county  with  two  exceptions  now  have  modern  school  buildings 
in  good  condition. 
5—6—1908 
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Eleven  teachers  examinations  were  held  during  the  year;  three 
hundred  and  forty  applicants  for  teacher's  certificates  were  ex- 
amined; of  this  number  two  hundred  and  seventy  were  granted  cer- 
tificates. Two  hundred  and  forty-eight  pupils  were  examined  for 
common  school  diplomas,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  of  these 
were  granted  diplomas.  Every  school  in  the  county  received  one 
or  more  visits  from  the  Superintendent. 

The  county  institute  aroused  great  educational  enthusiasm.  The 
instructors  and  entertainers  were  among  the  very  best.  A  gratify- 
ing feature  of  the  institute  was  the  great  interest  shown  in  all  ses- 
sions by  the  general  public.  The  capacity  of  the  building,  which 
seated  twelve  hundred  people,  alone  limited  the  attendance  at  the 
day  sessions.  The  directors'  convention  was  held  in  conjunction 
with  the  institute.  One  hundred  and  twenty-two  directors  were 
present.  The  meeting  was  successful  and  helpful.  Dr.  J.  George 
Becht,  Professor  Howard  I.  Painter,  Dr.  Black,  and  Dr.  Geo.  E. 
Vincent  addressed  the  directors,  and  the  directors  themselves  par- 
ticipated actively  in  the  discussions. 

This  my  first  year  in  this  work  has  been  a  busy  but  pleasant  one. 
I  am  deeply  grateful  to  the  teachers,  the  directors,  and  the  public 
generally  for  the  hearty  co-operation  and  support  given  me.  I  am 
especially  indebted  to  the  people  of  the  rural  districts  for  the  many 
courtesies  shown  me  while  engaged  in  visiting  the  schools.  My 
thanks  are  due  the  Department  of  Public  lustr-uction,  the  press,  the 
clergy  and  all  others  who  assisted  and  aided  me. 


JUNIATA  COUNTY— H.  C.  Klinger. 


I  take  pleasure  in  submitting  my  sixth  and  final  report  of  the 
schools  of  the  county,  and  in  handing  the  official  robes  to  my  worthy 
successor.  A  satisfaction  comes  on  being  relieved  of  the  responsi- 
bilities of  the  office,  but  not  without  pain  for  the  loss  of  the  many 
pleasant  associations  of  1he  past   years. 

Conscious  of  weakness  and  errors,  there  is  also  the  satisfaction 
in  knowing  that  the  educational  work  of  the  county  made  decided 
progress,  and  is  keeping  pace  with  the  best.  Whatever  success  has 
been  obtained  is  largely  due  to  the  zeal  and  untiring  efforts  of  the 
honest  and  self-sacrificing  teachers.  Credit  is  due  to  the  loyal  direc- 
tors who  have  at  heart  the  interests  of  the  growing  youth.     As  a 
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rule  where  we  have  the  most  interested  directors  and  closes!  super- 
vision we  And  best  schools.  Some  <>f  the  districts  this  year  secured 
all  the  highest  grade  certified  teachers  available,  and  consequently 
had  the  minimum  of  failure,  while  a  few  districts  employed  aone 
but  these  holding  provisional  certificates,  with  the  apparent  inten- 
tion of  economizing,  and  as  a  result  realized  the  poorest  service  and 
maximum  of  failure.  It  always  pays  to  gel  the  best  teacher  even 
if  it  costs  more  money. 

Our  County  Teachers'  Institute  again  reached  the  high  water 
mark  both  in  attendance  and  interest.  Every  teacher  was  present. 
In  day  work  and  evening  lectures  it  was  second  to  none  ever  held. 
The  day  instructors  were  Dr.  Kobt.  Kelly,  Dr.  C.  C.  Miller,  Hon.  R. 
B.  Teitrick,  our  Deputy  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  and 
Prof.  Ohas.  R.  Toothaker.  The  nights  were  filled  by  Dr.  Snape, 
"How  to  Find  Yourself;  Hon.  Geo.  I).  Alden,  "The  Needs  of  the 
Hour";  Dr.  Roland  D.  Grant,  "Snakes  in  Paradise";  and  the  Scotch 
Singers,  who  captivated  the  audience  with  their  fine  singing.  There 
was  not  a  weak  number  on  the  entire  program.  The  teachers  volun- 
teered to  raise  the  enrollment  fee  50  per  cent,  to  meet  the  demands 
for  a  strong  corps  of  day  work  and  night  entertainment. 

The  Directors  Association  held  their  meeting  on  Monday  of  in- 
stitute week.  About  one-half  of  the  directors  of  the  county  were 
present.  Some  valuable  subjects  were  discussed,  and  the  convention 
was  addressed  by  Drs.  Kelly  and  Miller. 

Our  local  institute  work  compared  favorably  in  the  interest  and 
results  with  that  of  former  years.  This,  I  believe,  is  the  greatest 
factor  in  bringing  the  foremost  educational  thought  and  inspira- 
tion in  touch  with  the  public.  The  rooms  in  which  the  institutes 
were  held  usually  were  too  small  to  accommodate  the  crowds. 

The  spirit  of  advancement  seems  to  prevail.  A  number  of  dis- 
tricts are  improving  and  beautifying  their  buildings.  Mifflintown 
and  Patterson  high  schools  have  extended  their  courses.  Port  Royal 
boro  intends  to  do  the  same  next  year.  These  high  schools  are  now 
being  attended  by  pupils  from  the  rural  districts.  More  pupils  com- 
pleted the  common  school  work  this  year  than  in  any  previous  year. 
This  examination  admits  them  into  one  of  the  high  schools. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  townships  are  required  to  pay  their  tui- 
tion, this  will  eventually  compel  such  districts  to  organize  a  town- 
ship high  school  and  bring  the  privileges  of  a  high  school  education 
to  every  farmer's  boy  and  girl. 

With  this  report  my  labors  as  superintendent  of  schools  cease, 
and  I  resign  to  my  worthy  successor  Prof.  J.  H.  Deen  all  the  cares 
and  responsibilities  of  the  office,  and  ask  for  him  the  confidence,  co- 
operation and  help  I  enjoyed  during  my  incumbency.  Prof.  Deen 
is  a  man  worthy  of  the  confidence  that  may  be  placed  in  him. 
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I  desire  to  tender  lny  sincere  thanks  to  all  who  have  shown  me 
such  kindness,  courtesy,  and  hospitality  during  my  term  of  office, 
and  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  advice  and  assist- 
ance. 


LACKAWANNA  COUNTY— J.  C.  Taylor. 


Measured  by  conventional  standards,  our  schools,  taken  as  a 
whole,  were  successful  during  the  past  year.  According-  to  the  re- 
ports of  secretaries  the  attendance  was  fairly  regular,  ranging  in 
the  several  districts  from  75  to  90  per  cent.,  and  giving  for  the  county 
an  average  of  84  per  cent.  This  would  be  very  satisfactory,  if  all 
the  school  children  of  school  age  were  enrolled;  but  these  percent- 
ages are  based  on  the  enrollment,  and  do  not  include  hundreds  of 
children  who  did  not  even  enter  school.  For,  in  spite  of  the  compul- 
sory attendance  law,  which  all  of  our  school  directors  swear  to  en- 
force, and  which  each  president  of  a  school  board  swears  has  been 
enforced,  we  still  find  a  large  number  of  children  employed  in  various 
industries  who  can  not  read  and  write  the  English  language  intelli- 
gently. (Query:  Shall  we  ever  be  able  to  secure  the  enforcement 
of  an  attendance  law  through  local  officials?  And,  would  it  not  be 
better  for  districts  to  employ  a  non-resident  truant  officer  to  enforce 
the  law?)  Toward  the  close  of  the  year  an  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever 
and  diphtheria  caused  several  districts  to  close  schools  for  about 
two  weeks;  but  all  resumed  and  closed  the  term  in  good  order. 

Discipline  was  defective  in  eight  schools,  but  only  three  failures 
occurred  in  the  county.  Methods  of  teaching  are  improving,  but 
there  is  still  plenty  of  room  for  improvement.  Even  graduates  of 
Normal  schools  often  teach  as  they  were  taught,  not  as  they  have 
been  taught  to  teach.  In  many  cases  they  use  the  methods  by 
which  they  were  taught  in  the  elementary  schools,  instead  of  those 
advocated  in  the  normal  schools.  This  applies  especially  to  those 
teachers  who  have  taken  their  three-year's  normal  course  in  one 
year. 

As  shown  by  my  annual  statistical  report,  only  47  teachers  with 
provisional  certificates  were  employed  last  year;  all  others  held  pro- 
fessional, permanent,  or  Slate  certificates  or  Normal  school  di- 
plomas. This  shows  a  substantial  gain  in  the  scholarship  of  the 
teachers,  and  should  indicate  a  corresponding  advance  in  the  grade 
of  instruction  given  in  the  schools.  But  a  diploma  from  a  high 
school,  a  Normal  school,  or  a  college  is  not  sure  guaranty  that  the 
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holder  has  that  comprehensive  and  accurate  knowledge  of  the  com- 
mon branches  so  necessary  to  a  teacher  in  the  elementary  schools. 
Neither  the  high  school  nor  the  college  assumes  lo  prepare  for 
teaching;  but  the  normal  school  does,  and  its  graduates  hold  life  cer- 
tificates to  (each  in  the  public  schools  of  the  State.  For  this  reason, 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  qualifications  of  some  of  these  graduates 
leads  me  to  think  that  the  State  ought  to  adopt  some  plan  to  pre- 
vent some  of  the  normal  schools  from  issuing  diplomas  to  those  who 
do  not  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  common  branches.  It 
would  be  a  vast  benefit,  if  a  similar  check  could  also  be  placed  upon 
the  high  schools.  The  tendency  of  the  times  in  both  of  these  institu- 
tions is  to  rush  over  the  common  branches  as  something  scarcely 
worthy  of  notice  and  push  the  students  into  advanced  work  before 
they  are  properly  prepared  or  have  sufficient  maturity  of  mind  to 
take  up  higher  branches. 

During  the  year  a  majority  of  the  principals  and  other  male  teach- 
ers, organized  as  the  "Schoolmasters'  Club,"  met  in  Scranton  about 
once  a  month  for  the  discussion  of  educational  questions.  Valuable 
work  was  done  by  those  who  attended  these  meetings. 

The  "Treachers'  Training  Class,"  composed  of  thirty  teachers, 
holding  provisional  certificates,  who  had  taught  several  years,  met 
regularly  once  a  month  at  my  office  for  instruction.  The  course 
included  a  review  of  common  branches,  civics,  algebra,  physical 
geopraphy,  rhetoric,  Bigelow7's  "Spirit  of  Nature  Study,"  and  Seeley's 
"New  School  Management."  Members  of  this  class  who  passed  suc- 
cessful examinations  at  the  close  of  the  year  received  professional 
certificates. 

High  schools  are  now  in  operation  in  Blakely,  Carbondale  town- 
ship, Dalton,  Dickson,  Fell  township,  Jermyn,  Madison  township, 
Mayfield,  Moosic,  Ransom  township,  South  Abington  township, 
Throop,  Vandling,  Waverly,  and  Winton.  There  were  about  75  grad- 
uates from  these  high  schools  this  year,  and  we  expect  the  classes 
will  be  larger  next  year.  We  have  had  some  difficulty  in  finding 
principals  for  these  high  schools  who  can  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  high  school  act.  Several  college  graduates  have  applied  who 
were  not  able  to  qualify;  in  fact,  scarcely  one  college  graduate  in 
ten  can  qualify,  unless  his  course  was  planned  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  this  law. 

The  annual  teachers'  institute  was  held  during  the  week  of  Sep- 
tember 30-October  4,  and  was  very  satisfactory.  The  instructors 
were  Superintendent  R.  M.  McNeal,  Drs.  W.  N.  Ferris,  Jonathan 
Rigdon,  D.  J.  Waller,  Wm.  C.  Lawton,  and  Prof.  T.  Watkins. 
Among  the  subjects  discussed  were  penmanship,  English  grammar, 
business  correspondence,  school  government,  higher  education,  uni- 
versity extension,  and  vocal  music.  The  instruction  was  of  a  prac- 
"7 
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tical  nature,  applicable  to  the  everyday  work  of  the  schoolroom, 
and  was  highly  appreciated  by  the  teachers.  Dr.  Ferris  talks  on 
penmanship  were  especially  valuable,  and  we  shall  have  him  again 
this  year  to  continue  the  subject.  We  are  just  recovering  from  the 
vertical  writing  craze,  and  are  anxious  to  get  back  to  business  writ- 
ing. 

The  15th  annual  meeting  of  our  County  Association  of  School 
Directors  was  held  in  Scranton  on  Friday,  December  20,  1907.  Out 
of  a  total  of  209  directors,  169  were  present.  The  leading  speakers 
and  their  topics  were  as  follows:  Supt.  Eli  M.  llapp,  of  Berks  county, 
discussed  Industrial  Education;  Mr.  Z.  T.  Cure,  a  lecturer  at  farm- 
ers' institutes,  spoke  on  Practical  Things  in  Education;  Supt.  M.  W. 
Cummings,  of  Olyphant,  read  a  strong  paper  on  Compulsory  Attend- 
ance; and  J.  Nelson  Graves,  President  of  the  Association,  gave  a 
pithy  address  on  The  Good  School  Director.  All  these  subjects  were 
then  thrown  open  for  general  discussion. 

The  officers  elected  for  next  year  are:  President,  John  E.  Kelly, 
of  Winton;  VicePre-sidents,  Evan  G.  Watkins,  of  Taylor,  and  J.  II. 
Snyder,  of  Roaring  Brook;  Secretary,  Norton  Wagner,  of  Elmhurst; 
Treasurer,  M.  O.  Donnelly,  of  Dickson  City.  These  officers  were  also 
appointed  delegates  to  the  State  Association  of  School  Directors, 
which  met  in  Harrisburg  in  February.  Only  Mr.  Kelly  attended 
this  meeting. 

In  March,  1907,  the  South  Abington  high  school  building  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire.  With  commendable  activity  the  board  secured 
rooms  in  which  to  finish  the  term,  and  then  began  to  plan  for  a 
new  building.  As  they  had  already  a  large  debt,  it  was  necessary 
to  submit  the  proposition  to  increase  thjs  debt  to  a  vote  of  the 
people.  While  this  was  easily  carried,  time  was  lost,  and  later  a 
threatened  injunction  caused  another  delay;  consequently,  the  build- 
ing was  not  ready  for  occupancy  until  about  the  first  of  November. 
This  delay,  as  well  as  a  scarcity  of  money,  led  the  board  to  reduce 
the  term  to  seven  months.  This  was  the  second  time  for  this  dis- 
trict to  lose  its  high  school  building  by  fire.  The  insurance  collected 
was  $6,435,  and  the  new  building  cost  $17,000;  and  the  general  im- 
pression is  that  the  new  building  is  not  superior  to  the  old  one. 

On  February  11,  1908,  the  high  school  building  in  Fell  township 
burned,  the  fire  coming  from  an  overheated  flue.  The  fire  broke  out 
about  10  o'clock  A.  M.,  when  all  the  schools  were  in  session;  but 
through  the  coolness  and  good  management  of  the  principal  and 
teachers,  all  the  children  were  removed  without  loss  of  life  or  in- 
jury. Here,  as  in  the  former  case,  the  insurance  was  inadequate, 
being  only  $5,000  on  a  six-room  building.  To  rebuild  the  same  would 
cost  at  least  $12,000;  the  contract  for  an  eight-room  building  was 
let  for  $20,000. 
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Both  of  these  (list rids  had  lost  buildings  by  fire  before;  and  if  we 
are  to  learn  anything  from  experience,  these  fires  ought  to  teach  us 
thai  il  is  wise  to  keep  school  buildings  adequately  insured.  A  little 
foresight  may  save  a  school  district  thousands  of  dollars.  The  un- 
necessary loss  incurred  in  a  single  fire  is  sometimes  sufficient  to  i>ay 
the  insurance  premiums  for  fifty  years.  "It  is  possible  to  hold  a 
cent  so  close  to  the  eye  that  you  can  riot  see  a  dollar  one  foot  dis- 
tant." 


LANCASTER   COUNTY— M.   J.   Brccht. 


Local  conditions  throughout  the  year  tended  greatly  to  facilitate 
the  work  of  the  schools.  Teachers  seemed  to  be  more  richly  en- 
dowed with  the  teaching  spirit  and  disposed  to  show  a  more  sym- 
pathetic attitude  toward  the  child.  Greater  concern  was  shown  by 
school  boards  to  make  rooms  comfortable  and  attractive  and  school 
grounds  inviting  for  play  and  recreation.  The  sanitary  features 
now  given  so  much  emphasis  in  every  other  department  of  our 
modern  life  are  slowly  gaining  a  foothold  in  the  equipment  of  our 
schools.  The  constant  vigilance  of  the  health  authorities  has  been 
an  influential  factor  in  educating  the  public  mind  and  making  it 
sensitive  to  the  needs  and  requirements  of  the  growing  child  at  home 
and  in  the  schools.  This  larger  sense  of  responsibility  assumed  by 
the  community  to  feel  a  vital  interest  in  the  health  of  the  child  en- 
tered more  actively  into  the  regulation  of  our  school  life  during  the 
past  year  and  helped  to  foster  a  healthy  growth  in  sympathy  and 
friendship  between  teachers  and  pupils,  the  schools  and  the  homes 
of  the  community. 

The  excellent  health  enjoyed  by  the  county  contributed  very 
materially  to  the  general  tone  of  the  schools.  No  epidemic  prevailed 
and  children  were  in  regular  attendance  in  their  respective  schools 
and  classes.  Through  the  influence  exerted  in  large  part  by  the  high 
schools  and  their  enthusiastic  supporters  steps  were  taken  in  a 
number  of  townships  to  adopt  a  uniform  course  of  study  for  all  the 
grades.  Where  such  action  was  taken  a  township  meeting  of  teach- 
ers was  held  to  give  the  plan  greater  working  efficiency  and  a  more 
prominent  place  in  the  public  mind.  These  meetings  held  as  a  rule 
every  month  were  attended  by  members  of  the  board  and  besides 
carrying  out  the  regular  work  of  instruction  and  discussion  for  which 
they  were  called,  served  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  general  public 
to  the  school  and  make  its  life  and  activities  a  subject  of  conversa- 
tion and  interest  in  the  district. 
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The  high  schools  were  increased  in  number  and  are  growing  in 
popularity.  Under  the  active  leadership  of  a  few  of  the  older  prin- 
cipals conference  meetings  were  held  to  bring  these  schools  closer 
together  in  their  spirit  and  plan  of  work.  A  part  of  the  program 
was  devoted  to  round  table  discussions  by  the  principals,  another 
part  to  the  discussion  of  some  phase  of  high  school  work  by  some 
one  from  outside  of  the  county  who  could  talk  from  large  experi- 
ence upon  the  subject  under  consideration.  Out  of  these  confer- 
ences there  grew  a  degree  of  enthusiasm  and  a  spirit  of  professional 
co-operation  among  those  in  charge  of  our  high  schools  that,  im- 
pressed itself  upon  every  one  connected  with  the  administration  of 
our  schools.  The  increase  in  the  enrollment  of  high  school  pupils 
is  the  best  evidence  we  have  that  these  schools  have  won  their  way 
into  the  popular  heart.  The  county  now  has  thirty-three  high 
schools  uniformly  distributed  upon  the  whole,  and  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  few  townships  so  located  as  to  bring  them  within  reaching 
distance  of  the  great  majority  of  our  young  people.  But  the  ex- 
tension of  the  work  should  not  be  permitted  to  stop  until  every 
pupil  will  find  this  larger  opportunity  of  equipping  himself  for  the 
active  demands  of  modern  life  within  easy  and  convenient  distance 
of  his  home. 

The  public  meetings  held  during  the  year  were  not  lacking  in  en- 
thusiasm or  numbers.  The  local  institutes  were  spirited  in  their 
discussions,  skilfully  conducted  and  closely  in  touch  in  their  selec- 
tion of  subjects  with  the  modern  trend  of  progressive  school  work. 
The  county  institute  was  a  large  and  enthusiastic  gathering  full  of 
the  spirit  and  rich  in  the  letter  that  make  for  a  larger  and  deeper 
sense  of  responsibility  in  the  teacher.  The  directors'  association 
held  its  annual  meeting  in  mid-winter  and  presented  a  strong  and 
most  excellent  program,  whether  viewed  from  the  standpoint  of 
the  director  or  patron  and  taxpayer.  Everything  contributed  to  the 
success  of  the  meeting.  The  weather  was  favorable,  the  interest  of 
the  members  keen,  the  response  of  those  who  were  assigned  parts 
prompt,  whole-hearted,  and  the  whole  attitude  of  the  meeting  in 
sympathy  with  ideas  that  looked  toward  the  improvement  and  bet- 
terment of  the  schools.  In  point  of  numbers  and  administrative 
zeal  it  was  the  best  meeting  the  association  has  yet  held  in  the 
twenty-one  years  of  its  existence. 

The  personal  and  social  contact  of  the  members  has  become  a 
prominent  feature  of  the  directors'  meeting.  Through  its  subtle  in- 
fluence township  and  sectional  lines  are  blotted  out  and  different 
school  boards  and  districts  are  brought  together  to  look  upon  school 
affairs  with  one  mind.  Our  place  of  meeting  offers  every  oppor- 
tunity to  bring  about  this  larger  and  more  intimate  personal  associa- 
tion and  fellowship.  For  years  the  association  has  met  in  the  chapel 
of  the  Normal  school  at  Millersville  and  in  the  atmosphere  of  that 
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Stimulating  school  environment  where  the  entire  membership  sit 
together,  eal  together  at  the  same  table,  and  move  and  talk  together 
during  intermissions  in  an  all  day  meeting,  the  personal  and  social 
element  will  figure  largely  in  the  proceedings  of  the  convention. 
The  general  impression  of  our  directors  is  that  the  place  of  meeting 
by  the  intimate  personal  relation  it  establishes  botweoL  Jian  and 
man  has  added  a  new  element  of  strength  to  the  directorship  of  the 
county  this  is  proving  an  active  force  in  the  administration  of  our 
schools. 

The  weakest  spot  in  our  propi  .'ty  equipment  still  continues  to  be 
the  outbuildings,  or  water  closet.  In  too  many  of  our  districts  it 
continues  a  menace  to  the  health  of  the  child  and  a  reproach  to  the 
moral  and  esthetic  sense  of  the  community.  Anything  big  enough  to 
hide  and  half  conceal  the  child  seems  to  govern  or  satisfy  our  people 
when  these  rude  and  unsightly  coops  are  put  up.  There  is  appar- 
ently no  thought  expended  to  make  the  place  weather-proof,  sanitary 
and  inviting.  Still  further,  three-fourths  of  these  little  buildings 
stand  in  a  remote  corner  of  the  school  yard  and  can  be  reached 
during  the  inclement  season  only  by  tramping  through  mud,  slush 
and  puddles  of  water.  No  attempt  is  made  in  the  majority  of  such 
cases  to  connect  these  places  by  some  kind  of  walk  or  footpath  with 
the  school  house. 

Some  sort  of  rigorous  action  should  be  taken  by  the  State  at  this 
point  to  give  us  a  uniform  system  of  safe,  sightly  and  sanitary  build- 
ings within  easy  access  of  the  schoolroom.  No  community  has  a 
right  to  compel  a  child  to  walk  ankle  deep  through  mud  or  slush 
and  thus  jeopardize  its  health  to  reach  a  water  closet.  We  have 
reached  that  point  in  our  enlightenment  when  the  daily  environment 
of  the  child  should  have  the  best  that  is  found  in  our  theory  of 
education. 


LAWRENCE  COUNTY— W.  Lee  Gilmore. 


I  believe  the  year  just  closed  has  been  one  of  success  and  profit  to 
the  schools.  The  interest  manifested  by  patrons,  directors,  and 
teachers  has  been  of  the  nature  which  shows  perfect  harmony  exist- 
ing among  all  connected  with  educational  work.  The  recent  mini- 
mum salary  law,  which  increases  the  pay  of  the  teachers,  has  had 
a  tendency  to  bring  older  and  better  teachers  back  into  the  service. 
I  believe  the  teaching  force  in  Lawrence  county  shows  a  decided  im- 
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provement  this  year  over  what  it  has  previously  been.  The  faithful- 
ness to  duty,  and  desire  for  improvement  are  pleasing  indications 
of  advancement. 

During  the  past  year,  there  were  in  the  county  eighty-three  teach- 
ers holding  provisional  certiiicaes,  sixty-eight  holding  professional 
certificates,  eighteen  holding  permanent  certificates,  twenty-six  State 
Normal  graduates,  and  sixteen  college  graduates.  There  were  forty 
five  having  no  previous  experience,  and  sixty-five  who  had  taught 
five,  or  more,  years. 

There  are  195  teachers  in  the  county,  presiding  over  school  rooms. 
During  the  past  year  every  school  was  visited,  and  78  were  visited 
the  second  time*  This  requires  a  very  great  deal  of  work,  as  the 
schools  are  scattered  over  four  hundred  square  miles  of  territory. 

The  Fifty-fifth  Annual  Teacher's  Institute  was  held  in  the  First 
Baptist  Church,  New  Castle,  Fa.,  October  7-11,  1907.  The  officers 
were:  W.  Lee  Gilmore,  president;  T.  A.  Kimes,  vice-president;  J.  M. 
Hughes,  secretary;  S.  E.  Crawford,  treasurer.  The  instructors 
were:  Dr.  F.  H.  Green,  West  Chester,  Fa.;  Dr.  Jonathan  Rigdon, 
Danville,  Ind.;  Dr.  F.  W.  Hays,  Grove  City,  Fa.;  Frof.  J.  J.  Quinn, 
New  Castle,  Pa.  The  evening  entertainers  were:  Gen.  Z.  T. 
Sweeney,  Lee  Francis  Lybarger,  and  The  Hruby  Brothers  Concert 
Company. 

Of  a  total  of  348  teachers  in  the  city  and  county,  344  were  enrolled 
at  the  institute.  Only  two  each,  being  absent  from  the  city  and 
county. 

Lawrence  county  has  been  noted  for  its  high  grade  institutes,  and 
there  is  every  reason  to  consider  the  1907  meeting  one  of  the  best 
ever  held. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Convention  of  the  Lawrence  County  School 
Directors  was  held  in  the  Court  House,  New  Castle,  Pa.,  December 
7th,  1907.  The  instructors  were:  Howard  I.  Painter,  Butler,  Pa.; 
Supt.  Andrew  Lester,  Beaver  Falls,  Fa.;  W.  W.  Stevenson,  New 
Castle,  Fa.;  E.  F.  G.  Harper,  New  Castle,  Pa.;  Supt.  T.  A.  Kimes, 
New  Castle,  Pa.  There  were  95  of  the  150  directors  of  the  county 
present,  which  is  the  greatest  number  ever  attending  a  directors' 
convention  in  Lawrence  county.  The  meeting  was  very  successful 
and  general  satisfaction  expressed  with  the  results.  Two  delegates 
were  sent  to  the  State  Directors  Convention,  V.  V.  Johnston,  Hazel 
Dell,  Pa.,  and  Lawrence  Byers,  Pulaski,  Pa. 

The  township  and  borough  high  schools  showed  marked  improve- 
ment during  the  past  year,  the  results  achieved  being  highly  com- 
mendable, and  reflecting  much  credit  upon  those  who  had  their  man- 
agement in  charge.  North  Beaver  township  had  three  graduates. 
Hickory,  eight;  Scott,  three;  Slippery  Rock,  one.  The  boroughs,  Ell 
wood  City,  eight;  New  Wilmington,  sixteen. 
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Local  educational  meetings  were  held  in  almosl  every  district.  I 
attended  fourteen  local  institutes  during  the  year.  Much  interest 
was  taken  in  these  meetings  by  the  teachers  and  patrons  of  the 
schools. 

It  is  difficult  <<»  measure  the  results  for  good  by  one  year's  work, 
vet  I  have  every  reason  to  feel  highly  encouraged  by  the  enthusiasm 
<>f  the  teachers,  and  the  willingness  of  the  directors  to  provide  the 
best  equipment  and  apparatus,  and  feel  certain  the  movement  is 
started  for  our  schools  which  shall  be  onward  and  upward. 

I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  teachers,  directors,  and  all 
citizens  in  various  lines  of  work  who  have  assisted  in  making  this 
a  pleasant  and  profit  able  year  for  me,  and  especially  do  I  wish  to 
express  my  thanks  and  appreciation  to  the  press  of  the  county, 
which  has  been  most  courteous  and  extremely  helpful  in  their  untir- 
ing efforts  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  Lawrence  county  schools. 


LEBANON  COUNTY— John  W.  Snoke. 


Another  highly  prosperous  school  year  has  been  completed.  There 
have  been  no  radical  changes  in  the  method  aud  plans  of  the  school 
work  of  our  county  but,  upon  the  whole,  there  has  been  an  upward 
and  onward  growth  and  the  improvements  along  all  lines  have  been 
very  substantial.  The  strongest  aud  clearest  evidence  of  true  ad- 
vancement is  the  result  obtained  by  the  teachers  in  their  work  in 
the  schoolroom.  In  all  my  work  it  has  been  my  constant  aim  to 
ascertain  the  correct  results  of  effective  teaching.  Our  directors 
have  been  active  and  earnestly  devoted  to  their  arduous  tasks,  our 
teachers  as  a  whole  have  done  faithful  work  and  the  patrons  liave 
co-operated  with  directors  and  teachers  to  fulfill  the  great  mission 
of  our  schools.  We  are  glad  to  say  that  there  are  many  encourag- 
ing evidences  of  strides  gained  during  the  year. 

With  very  few  exceptions,  I  have  visited  all  schools  of  the  county 
twice.  During  the  second  of  these  visits  I  was  accompanied  by  a 
majority  of  the  directors,  frequently  by  the  full  board.  Much  of 
my  time  was  devoted  to  a  careful  examination  of  the  results  of  good 
teaching,  and  in  a  majority  of  schools  they  were  ample  and  highly 
satisfactory.  I  can,  therefore,  speak  in  no  too  highly  complimentary 
manner  concerning  the  work  of  our  teachers.  The  importance  of 
employing  none  other  than  truly  competent  teachers,  is  so  great  that 
it  must  forever  be  kept  before  the  minds  of  those  into  whose  hands 
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is  given  the  power  to  select  teachers.  In  all  of  our  districts  our 
directors  perform  this  duty  with  the  greatest  care  and  consideration. 

Our  county  institute  was  in  every  respect  a  grand  success.  It  is 
always  the  great  educational  event  of  the  year  in  our  county.  No 
other  factor  excepting  the  annual  convention  of  the  school  directors 
is  more  important  or  more  serviceable  in  awakening  an  interest  in 
the  work  of  our  schools.  The  work  of  the  instructors  'was  of  an 
exceptionally  high  quality  and  the  interest  the  teachers  took  in  the 
subjects  discussed,  and  the  frequent  references  that  were  made  at 
the  local  institutes  to  the  work  of  the  county  institute  are  strong 
evidences  its  work  proved  profitable  to  the  teachers.  The  opening 
address  was  delivered  by  our  noted  State  Superintendent,  Dr.  N.  C. 
Schaeffer,  whose  lectures  are  always  a  source  of  inspiration.  The 
instructors  were  Drs.  Jonathan  Rigdon,  Ira  W.  Howerth,  George  W. 
Hull  and  Supt.  L.  E.  McGinnis,  the  work  of  all  of  whom  was  highly 
satisfactory.'  The  Lebanon  County  Teachers'  Association  held  three 
bi-monthly  sessions  all  of  which  were  a  great  success.  At  these 
sessions  special  work  was  done  by  Rev.  Hynson  of  Lebanon,  Dr. 
Gobble  of  Albright  College  and  Dr.  Keister,  President  of  Lebanon 
Valley  College.  Highly  successful  local  institutes  were  held 
throughout  the  entire  county.  In  quite  a  number  of  our  districts 
the  monthly  teachers'  meeting  continue  to  be  held. 

Our  fifth  annual  convention  of  the  school  directors  was  held  in 
Lebanon  February  22nd.  It  proved  to  be  a  highly  successful  meet- 
ing. The  attendance  was  remarkably  good,  over  one  hundred  of  our 
directors  present.  The  instructors  were  Supt.  Eli  M.  Rapp,  Deputy 
State  Supt.  R.  B.  Teitrick,  and  last  but  not  least,  Dr.  Henry  Houck. 
Very  excellent  papers  were  read  by  the  following  directors,  Rev. 
Aaron  Barlet  of  North  Cornwall  township,  M.  H.  Bachman  of  North 
Annville  township,  Samuel  W.  Heilman  of  North  Annville  township 
and  D.  W.  Hain  of  Independent  district.  Animated  discussions  fol- 
lowed the  reading  of  each  paper.  Our  directors  deserve  special 
credit  for  the  thorough  interest  they  manifested  in  the  welfare  of 
the  schools  through  this  convention. 

Our  township  High  Schools,  nine  in  number,  continue  to  do  ex- 
cellent work.  These  schools  are  giving  a  wholesome  uplift  to  the 
educational  sentiment  in  every  community  in  which  they  are  placed 
and  we  are  glad  to  say  that  they  are  receiving  the  heartiest  approval 
and  support  of  our  most  progressive  citizens.  There  are  a  few 
districts  in  our  county  in  which  these  schools  should  be  established, 
and  we  hope  to  see  this  accomplished  in  the  near  future. 

The  increase  of  the  teachers'  minimum  salary  has  a  wholesome 
influence  upon  the  school  work  in  general.  Higher  and  more  thor- 
ough qualifications  are  demanded  for  admission  into  the  profession 
of  teaching,  likewise  in  all  probability,  many  of  the  teachers  who 
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made  this  great  work  a  stepping  stone  to  the  work  of  some  other 
profession  will  continue  their  work  as  teachers.  It  is  exceedingly 
gratifying  to  note  that  quite  a  few  of  our  districts  continue  to  pay 
higher  salaries  than  are  demanded  by  the  minimum  salary  law. 

In  conclusion,  I  gratefully  acknowledge  the  kindness  and  hospital- 
ity of  our  citizens,  the  hearty  cooperation  of  teachers  and  directors, 
the  interest  manifested  in  our  work  by  the  public  press  of  the 
county,  and  the  counsel  and  assistance  of  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction. 


LEHIGH   COUNTY— Alvin   Rupp. 


The  year  just  closed  was  an  ordinarily  successful  one.  In  some 
instances  better  results  might  have  been  attained  if  the  attendance 
had  been  more  regular;  but  on  the  whole  I  am  safe  in  reporting 
average  progress.  From  the  middle  of  the  term  on  an  epidemic  of 
measles  prevailed,  and,  owing  to  the  fact  that  a  strict  quarantine 
was  maintained  by  the  Health  Department,  the  per  cent,  of  attend- 
ance was  in  many  cases  materially  reduced  in  consequence.  There 
were  instances  where  whole  families  were  kept  out  of  school  for  two 
and  three  months  in  succession.  The  different  Boards  made  efforts 
to  enforce  the  compulsory  law,  but  were  so  handicapped  by  the 
quarantine  laws  that  they  could  not  maintain  any  regularity.  This 
was  the  greatest  drawback  to  the  success  of  our  schools. 

There  was  more  permanency  in  the  teaching  force  than  during  the 
preceding  year.  While  there  were  a  few  resignations  during  the 
term,  yet  the  number  was  not  so  great  as  in  former  years.  The  mini- 
mum salary  act  had  a  very  salutary  effect  upon  the  esprit  de  corps 
of  our  teaching  force.  Many  of  the  old  teachers  who  had  contem- 
plated dropping  out  of  the  profession  remained,  and  the  personnel 
of  our  teachers  was  much  stronger  than  during  the  preceding  year. 
The  total  increase  of  the  teachers'  salaries  during  the  past  year 
was  almost  $17,000,  of  which  amount  about  $12,000  will  be  returned 
to  the  several  districts  through  the  operation  of  the  minimum  salary 
act.  The  average  increase  per  teacher  was  about  15  per  cent.,  and 
the  average  salary  paid  per  teacher  was  a  little  less  than  $400.  As 
a  rule,  the  directors  did  not  adhere  to  the  minimum  figure,  but  paid 
their  deserving  teachers  considerably  more  than  what  they  were 
compelled  to  pay  by  law.  We  had  199  teachers  in  the  coumy  who 
received  $50  and  more,  per  month,  for  their  work.  The  number  of 
beginning  teachers  was  still  larger  than  it  should  have  been,  but  not 
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so  large  as  formerly.  40  of  our  teachers  had  no  previous  experience; 
8  held  college  diplomas;  102  Normal  diplomas;  48  permanent  certifi- 
cates; 9  professional  certificates;  and  100  held  provisional  certifi- 
cates. 

The  policy  of  consolidating  the  schools  has  taken  a  strong  hold  in 
our  county,  especially  is  this  the  case  in  Whitehall  and  Hanover 
townships.  In  the  former,  four  of  the  old  buildings  containing  a 
total  of  eleven  rooms,  were  abandoned,  and  two  new  houses  erected 
to  take  their  places.  The  Packer  Hill  and  Sterner  buildings  were 
abandoned  and  a  new  building  erected  at  Fullerton  at  a  cost  of  about 
|35,000.  It  is  a  two-story  brick  structure,  100  by  87  feet  in  dimen- 
sions. The  foundations  are  of  solid  concrete  with  a  solid  concrete 
cellar  floor.  The  cut  ire  building  is  trimmed  with  brown  stone  and 
Indiana  limestone.  It  contains  ten  commodious  school  rooms  with 
all  the  necessary  improvements.  The  floors  are  of  hard  wood  and 
so  constructed  as  to  deaden  all  communicating  sounds.  A  beauti 
ful  steeple  with  a  large  bell  surmounts  the  building. 

The  one  at  Egypt  is  an  eight-room  building  and  takes  the  place 
of  a  three-room  building  in  the  lower  part  of  the  village  and  a  two- 
room  building  in  the  upper  end.  This  building  is  just  as  finely 
equipped  as  the  one  at  Fullerton. 

In  Hanover  a  new  four-room  building  was  erected  at  Rittersville 
at  a  cost  of  about  $15,000.  This  is  also  a  modern  structure  in  every 
sense  of  the  term.  The  directors  in  these  two  townships  deserve 
especial  credit  for  the  advanced  step  which  they  have  taken. 

During  the  year  the  high  school  principals  have  organized  them- 
selves into  an  association  and  meet  once  a  month.  Their  meetings 
are  well  attended  and  are  extremely  interesting.  They  will  prove  a 
valuable  adjunct  to  the  general  school  interests  of  the  county. 

Three  hundred  and  twenty-four  of  the  326  teachers  of  the  county 
belonged  to  the  Reading  Union  and  pursued  the  course  of  reading 
as  outlined  by  the  executive  committee.  The  benefit  which  our 
schools  derive  through  the  professional  reading  of  our  teachers  is 
invaluable.  Professional  reading  creates  professional  zeal,  and  this 
virtue  keeps  the  teachers  in  the  living  class  professionally. 

I  believe  that  directors  should  encourage  district  institutes,  pos- 
sibly not  only  encourage  them  but  actually  require  their  teachers  to 
meet  at  least  once  a  month.  The  frequent  exchange  of  ideas  and 
discussion  of  school  questions  promulgates  interest  not  only  among 
the  teachers  but  also  among  the  patrons  of  the  schools  and  the 
public  in  general.  The  various  school  questions  must  be  kept  before 
the  public  in  order  that  the  public  may  be  kept  interested  in  the 
schools. 

The  county  institute  as  well  as  the  six  local  institutes  were  well 
attended  and  proved  important  factors  in  our  school  work. 
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LUZERNE  COUNTY— Frank  P.  Hopper. 


Never  during  my  incumbency  has  a  better  feeling  prevailed  among 
directors,  teachers  and  superintendent  than  al  (lie  close  of  the  pres- 
ent school  year.  Nearly  every  "man"  has  been  alert  to  his  duty 
and  the  results  obtained,  with  few  exceptions,  are  very  gratifying. 
We  have  not  yet  reached  the  high  plane  we  are  aiming  for,  but  indi- 
cations for  great  progress  were  never  brighter. 

In  the  matter  of  school  houses,  our  county  is  taking  high  rank. 
At  the  present  time  there  are  seven  very  tine  high  school  buildings 
in  course  of  construction  and  as  many  more  graded  school  buildings. 
The  districts  in  which  this  work  is  being  done  are,  Kingston  bor- 
ough; Kingston  township;  Edwardsville;  Dorranceton;  Forty-Fort; 
West  Pittston;  Duryea;  Pittston  City;  Jenkins  township;  Hanover 
township;  Butler  township;  Foster  township;  Plymouth  township 
and  Pittston  township. 

In  the  eighteen  teachers'  examinations  held  throughout  the  county 
there  were  four  hundred  and  forty-three  applicants  examined.  Of 
these  three  hundred  and  one  received  provisional  certificates,  twenty- 
two  professional  certificates,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  were  re- 
jected. In  my  efforts  to  raise  the  standard  I  have  succeeded  as  well 
as  could  be  expected,  as  there  were  only  about  ten  failures  in  my 
teaching  corps  of  seven  hundred  and  seventy-four.  Of  course  there 
are  others  whose  work  is  not  as  strong  as  it  should  be,  but  the 
"weeding  out"  will  continue  as  long  as  the  schools  are  benefited  by 
it. 

Our  county  institute  was  held  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  auditorium  during 
the  week  beginning  Monday,  October  28th.  The  instructors  were 
Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  Henry  R.  Pattengill;  Dr.  E.  B..  Bryan; 
Dr.  D.  J.  Waller  and  Dr.  John  M.  Y'etter.  There  were  enrolled  eight 
hundred  and  ninety-eight  teachers,  the  largest  number  that  ever 
attended  an  institute  in  Luzerne  county.  The  instruction  given  was 
of  the  very  highest  order  and  the  teachers  were  greatly  pleased 
with  the  help  they  received. 

The  Luzerne  County  School  Directors'  Association  held  a  meeting 
in  Wilkes  Barre  on  Thursday,  January  16th,  1008.  Eloquent  and 
helpful  addresses  were  delivered  by  Dr.  Henry  Houck;  Ppof.  Chas. 
H.  Albert;  Dr.  I.  W.  Marstellar,  and  Dr.  Daniel  Kline.  The  attend- 
ance was  a  record  breaker,  there  being  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  present.  We  shall  not  be  satisfied,  however,  until  we  see 
every  director  in  the  county  doing  this  part  of  his  duty  which  calls 
for  his  presence  at  these  meetings. 
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During  the  year  I  made  seven  hundred  and  fifty-six  visits  to  the 
schools,  this  being  the  largest  number  ever  visited  in  this  county  in 
one  year.  Mention  of  a  few  failures  among  the  teachers  was  made 
in  a  preceding  paragraph,  but  on  the  whole,  excellent  conditions 
were  found  to  prevail.  My  patience  with  the  non-progressive  teacher 
has  exhausted  and  nothing  but  conscientious  effort  and  marked  im- 
provement will  be  tolerated. 

In  conclusion  I  extend  my  hearty  thanks  to  the  Department  for 
helpful  advice,  to  the  directors,  teachers  and  patrons  for  their  kind 
co-operation,  and  to  the  public  press  for  publishing  articles  pertain- 
ing to  our  educational  welfare. 


LYCOMING  COUNTY— G.  15.  Milnor. 


The  new  salary  law  has  made  a  visible  increase  in  the  number 
preparing  to  teach  and  has  given  the  opportunity  of  raising  the 
standard  of  entrance  to  the  teaching  ranks  as  well  as  of  encourag- 
ing the  professional  improvement  of  the  entire  teaching  force.  Sub- 
stantial progress  has  been  made  in  the  work  of  the  schools  during 
the  year.  No  absolute  failures  were  recorded.  As  a  rule  the  teach- 
ers were  earnest  and  conscientious  in  the  performance  of  their 
duties,  and  absence  from  educational  meetings  was  reduced  almost 
to. a  minimum.  There  was  a  noticeable  improvement  in  the  written 
work  of  pupils  as  well  as  in  the  methods  of  teaching  the  various 
branches.  The  efforts  of  the  State  Health  Department  to  better  the 
sanitary  conditions  of  school  houses  and  surroundings  in  general 
met  with  desirable  results. 

The  annual  teachers'  institute  was  held  at  Muncy  during  the  week 
of  December  9-13.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer, 
State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction;  Hon.  H.  R.  Pattengill, 
of  Lansing,  Michigan;  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis,  of  Juniata  College,  Hunting- 
don; Bupt.  W.  W.  Evans,  of  Bloomsburg;  Hon.  Emerson  Collins,  of 
Williamsport,  and  Frof.  0.  H.  Yetter,  of  Bloomsburg.  The  evening 
attractions  were  Dr.  Edward  Amherst  Ott,  The  Parland-Newhall 
Company,  The  Katharine  Ridgeway  Company  and  Gen.  Z.  T. 
Sweeney.  One  hundred  and  twenty-five  directors  were  present  on 
Directors'  Day.  The  sessions  were  addressed  by  Dr.  Ellis,  Dr  Pat- 
tengill, Bupt.  Evans,  Dr.  Schaeffer  and  Plon.  Emerson  Collins. 

Two  hundred  and  seventy-five  directors  were  in  attendance  at  the 
Annual  Directors'  Association,  held  at  Williamsport  in  May.     Help- 
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ful  and  inspiring  addresses  were  made  by  Dr.  0.  W.  Yonngman  of 
Williamsport,  Prof.  C.  H.  Albert  of  Bloomsbnrg,  and  Supt.  E.  M. 
Bapp  of  Reading.  Reports  of  the  Slate  Directors'  Convention  were 
also  made  by  the  delegates:  William  Mendenhall,  Dr.  L.  JI.  C.  Mint- 
zer,  J.  S.  Oranmer,  M.  I.  Sprout  and  W.  T.  Pepperman. 

A  very  interesting  and  profitable  session  of  the  County  Teachers' 
Association  was  held  at  Picture  Rocks,  February  29th.  Among  the 
questions  discussed  were:  "Teaching  and  Managing  Large  Classes," 
"The  Place  of  Agriculture  in  the  Public  Schools,"  and  "Causes  of 
Pupils  Leaving  the  High  School  before  Graduating."  "Desirable 
Features  of  a  New  School  Code"  was  very  ably  discussed  by  directors 
I.  R.  Fleming  and  M.  I.  Sprout  of  Picture  Rocks.  W.  W.  Chapman, 
Esq.,  of  Williamsport,  gave  a  very  interesting  address  on  the  Local 
History  of  Picture  Rocks.  Franklin  Spencer  Edmonds,  Esq.,  of 
Philadelphia,  was  present  at  the  afternoon  and  evening  sessions. 
His  addresses:  "Some  Educational  Problems"  and  "American  Dip- 
lomacy," were  greatly  enjoyed  and  apx>reciated  by  every  one  present. 
The  excellent  music  furnished  by  the  local  talent  was  a  pleasing 
feature  of  the  program. 

The  County  Teachers'  Exchange  continues  to  be  a  strong  factor 
in  the  educational  work  of  our  county.  The  attendance  each  month 
usually  ineludes  about  one-fourth  the  teaching  force.  The  following 
books  selected  by  the  reading  committee  were  placed  in  the  Exchange 
library  and  discussed  at  the  monthly  meetings;  Dynamic  Factors 
in  Education,  O'Shea;  Class  Room  Management,  Bagley;  Among 
Country  Schools,  Kern;  Method  of  the  Recitation,  McMurry;  now  to 
Tell  Stories  to  Children,  Bryant;  Method  in  Education,  Roark;  Prin- 
ciples of  Teaching,  Thorndike;  Child  Study,  Kirkpatrick;  School  Hy- 
giene, Shaw.  The  use  of  these  books  served  to  bring  before  the 
teachers  the  best  modern  educational  thought — one  of  the  most  im- 
portant factors  in  professional  growth.  A  part  of  the  program  of 
these  meetings  was  devoted  to  instruction.in  Number  Work  by  Supt. 
F.  W.  Robbins  of  Bethlehem,  Language  by  Supt.  Charles  Lose  of 
Williamsport,  Geography  by  Prof.  C.  H.  Albert  of  Bloomsburg, 
School  Hygiene  by  Dr.  C.  W.  Youngnian  of  Williamsport,  and  Litera- 
ture by  O.  R.  Howard  Thompson  of  the  Brown  Memorial  Library, 
Williamsport.  At  the  April  meeting  of  the  Exchange  103  common 
school  diplomas  were  granted  by  a  committee  appointed  by  the  sup- 
erintendent. After  examining  the  work  of  all  applicants  the  com- 
mittee reported  that  during  the  year  considerable  improvement  had 
been  made  in  writing  and  arranging  of  papers. 

In  December  the  new  $35,000  building  at  Montonrsville  was  com- 
pleted and  dedicated  with  appropriate  exercises.  On  this  occasion 
addresses  were  made  by  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  Superintendent  of 
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Public  Instruction  and  Hon.  Emerson  Collins  of  Williamsport.  In 
March  the  Muncy  board  of  education  purchased  the  large  insurance 
building,  an  eight-room  structure,  adjacent  to  the  public  school  pro- 
perty, at  a  cost  of  $10,000.  This  action  was  necessary  in  order  to 
relieve  the  crowded  condition  of  the  main  building  caused  by  the 
growth  of  the  public  schools  as  well  as  the  increased  attendance  at 
the  Lycoming  County  Normal  Institute  during  recent  years. 

The  introduction  of  a  text-book  in  elementary  agriculture  in  a 
number  of  the  rural  schools  met  with  popular  approval.  Class  drills 
in  agriculture  at  a  number  of  the  local  institutes  aroused  widespread 
and  sincere  interest  in  the  subject. 

It  is  becoming  a  recognized  principle  in  education  that  as  far  as 
possible  the  school  curriculum  should  reflect  the  industrial  life  of 
the  community  and  that  since  the  vocation  of  the  country  is  chiefly 
farming,  that  the  rural  schools  should  make  an  effort  to  prepare 
our  young  people  to  more  intelligently  pursue  the  occupation  of 
agriculture  which  now  engages  the  attention  of  90  per  cent,  of  our 
rural  population.  The  school  should  aim  to  interest  the  pupils  in  the 
locality  in  which  they  live  and  in  the  things  with  which  they  come 
in  daily  contact.  Interest  in  such  work  will  lead  to  scientific  study 
and  an  intelligent  understanding  of  nature  which  will  eventually 
add  greatly  both  to  the  pleasure  and  profit  of  country  life. 

It  has  already  been  demonstrated  that  the  township  high  school, 
with  trained  teachers,  a  convenient  number  of  pupils  and  useful  ap- 
paratus can  do  more  efficient  agriculture  teaching  than  our  one- 
room  buildings.  In  the  West  where  more  favorable  conditions  pre- 
vail these  schools  are  doing  a  wonderful  work  in  the  dissemination  of 
information  useful  to  farmers.  In  fact  the  township  high  school 
first  gave  out  the  remedy  for  removing  the  blight  from  oats  which 
saved  the  State  of  Wisconsin  more  than  was  paid  for  education  that 
year.  With  conditions  not  so  favorable  township  high  schools  are 
of  slower  growth  with  us,  and  although  we  should  encourage  the 
organization  of  these  schools,  the  earnest  teacher  of  a  one-room 
building  in  sympathy  with  the  movement  and  with  proper  equip- 
ment can  successfully  inculcate  the  idea  that  "It  is  only  by  scientific 
industry  that  the  earth  will  smile  with  plenty.'' 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  hearty  co-operation  of 
teachers,  patrons  and  directors,  the  continued  courtesy  of  the  public 
press  and  the  kindly  assistance  of  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struct ion. 
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McKEAN   COUNTY— Burdette  S.   Bavh 


One  of  the  hardest  things  in  the  educational  work  is  to  judge  re- 
sults. It  is  one  thing  to  introduce  new  methods  and  call  ourselves 
up-to-date;  it  is  quite  another  thing  to  know  that  the  real  develop- 
ment oC  the  boys  and  girls  has  been  what  it  should  be.  For  this 
reason  1  hesitate  to  say  just  how  great  has  been  our  success  in 
McKean  county  during  the  pas!  year.  Only  the  succeeding  years 
can  determine  the  real  worth  of  our  efforts,  and  even  then  no  one 
mind  will  ever  have  access  to  the  data  which  might  make  it  clear. 
But,  because  in  hundreds  of  talks  with  teachers,  parents  and  direc- 
tors, in  the  daily  observations  in  the  school  rooms,  in  the  press,  in 
my  correspondence — in  everything  pertaining  1o  the  schools,  I  have 
found  a  spirit  of  earnestness  which  bespeaks  the  highest  apprecia- 
tion of  true  education,  I  am  led  to  believe  that  great  good  has  been 
accomplished. 

Of  the  many  important  phases  of  the  work  of  the  county  super- 
intendent, that  of  visiting  schools  is  unquestionably  first.  I  have 
tried  especially  hard  this  year  to  make  this  part  of  the  work  count. 
Only  occasionally  do  we  find  a  teacher  who  may  be  called  an  expert. 
The  great  majority,  particularly  in  the  country  schools,  are  con- 
scientiously struggling  towards  the  light.  By  systematic  criticism 
records,  and  by  personal  interviews  and  letters,  I  have  tried  to  lend 
a  helping  hand  whenever  occasion  offered.  Our  teachers,  almost 
without  exception  have  taken  this  extra  "interference"  very  kindly, 
and  have  shown  eagerness  to  improve  which  is  very  gratifying.  At 
the  triennial  convention  in  May  the  directors  voted  a  liberal  increase 
in  the  salary  of  the  county  superintendent  with  the  understanding 
that  he  would  thus  be  enabled  to  devote  more  time  and  money  to 
this  phase  of  the  work. 

We  are  already  beginning  to  notice  a  tendency  towards  better  pre- 
paration on  the  part  of  our  teaching  force  on  account  of  the  mini- 
mum salary  act  of  1907.  This  act  has  made  possible  a  rigid  adher- 
ence to  a  high  standard  for  professional  certificates,  and  the  grant- 
ing of  provisional  certificates  to  those  applicants  only  who  have  had 
considerable  training  or  have  shown  exceptional  ability,  thereby 
helping  to  establish  the  idea  that  teaching,  like  medicine  and  the 
law,  is  a  profession  which  requires  extended  preparation.  Out  of 
our  254  teachers,  we  have  11  who  are  college  graduates,  07  who  are 
normal  graduates,  and  30  who  hold  permanent  certificates.  The 
number  of  provisional  certificates  granted  in  May,  100S,  was  less 
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than  50  per  cent,  of  the  number  granted  in  1907,  and  yet  we  have 
more  teachers  than  are  needed  for  our  schools. 

The  majority  of  our  districts  are  using  the  Illinois  course  of  study, 
and  the  results  obtained  are  very  encouraging.  The  introduction  of 
this  course  has  led  to  an  increase  in  the  length  of  term  in  several 
districts,  so  that  we  now  have  only  four  districts  with  less  than 
eight  months  of  school,  while  one-fourth  of  the  districts  in  the 
county  have  nine  months. 

The  Home  and  School  Visitor  is  still  making  quarterly  visits  to 
about  fifteen  hundred  subscribers,  and  besides  helping,  to  some 
extent  at  least,  in  the  organization  and  advancement  of  the  work, 
is  turning  over  a  balance  each  year  to  the  institute  fund.  In  Decem- 
ber a  large  illustrated  number  was  issued  describing  the  industries 
of  the  county  and  giving  the  history  of  all  its  towns.  Most  of  the 
articles  were  written  by  pupils  and  teachers. 

A  very  successful  Annual  Teachers'  Institute  and  Directors'  As- 
sociation was  held  October  28  to  November  1.  The  instructors  were 
Preston  W.  Search,  Charles  H.  Albert  and  Miss  Maude  Willis.  The 
evening  entertainments  consisted  of  Royal  Gypsy  Concert  Company, 
Lecture  by  Dr.  Search,  Monologue  by  Leland  Powers,  High  School 
Literary  Contest,  and  monologue  by  Miss  Willis.  While  the  talent 
cost  more  than  that  for  any  former  institute,  a  balance  of  nearly 
$100  remained  after  all  bills  were  paid. 

Two  very  profitable  meetings  of  the  McKean  County  Teachers' 
Association  were  held  at  Derrick  City  and  Kane.  About  seventy- 
five  per  cent,  of  the  teachers  of  the  county  attended  these  meetings. 
High  school  literary  contests  were  held  at  Derrick  City,  Hazelhurst, 
Port  Allegany,  Eldred  and  Mt.  Jewitt.  The  Kane  team  won  three 
contests  in  succession,  which  places  them  in  second  place  in  the 
league  and  gives  them  the  privilege  of  contesting  with  Smethport 
for  the  cup  at  our  next  institute. 

Thus,  in  the  work  of  organization,  in  the  institute,  and  in  school 
visitation,  we  have  done  what  we  could;  and  we  heartily  thank  all 
who  have  helped  us. 


MERCER  COUNTY— F.  F.  Foltz. 


The  minimum  salary  law  has  brought  back  into  the  teaching  ranks 
of  our  county  many  experienced  teachers.  In  a  few  years  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  we  will  not  have  from  sixty  to  seventy  teachers  with- 
out previous  experience  and  we  believe  that  the  law  referred  to  will 
help  to  bring  this  about. 
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in  our  locals  last  year  we  have  emphasized  three  subjects,  "Pre- 
paration for  the  Recitation"  lias  been  discussed  as  a  potent  means 
of  insuring  success  to  the  teacher.  Methods  in  reading  in  the  prim- 
ary grades  have  received  considerable  attention,  for  we  find  so  many 
of  our  teachers  who  have  no  well-defined  method  in  teaching  reading 
to  the  primary  grades  and  many  who  fancy  that  little  teaching  abil- 
ity is  necessary  to  teach  beginners.  Teachers  have  been  advised  to 
give  more  attention  to  English  and  in  boro'  schools  especially  we 
see  that  pupils  realize  the  importance  of  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
their  mother  tongue  and  in  their  work  they  demonstrate  that  they 
are  becoming  more  proficient  in  the  use  of  it.  Next  year  we  will 
continue  the  same  subjects  and  will  take  up  definite  and  specific  sub- 
jects in  method.  To  encourage  pupils  of  the  rural  districts  to 
attend  high  school  and  to  help  the  township  teachers,  we  will  take 
up  the  subject  of  "Preparation  for  High  School." 

Our  annual  institute  was  held  at  Mercer,  October  7-11.  Our  in- 
structors included  Prof.  S.  Y.  Gillan,  Dr.  C.  H.  Albert,  Dr.  F.  S. 
Fox,  Dr.  J.  George  Beeht,  Rev.  John  S.  Duncan,  W.  H.  Ingram,  M. 
D.,  and  Supt.  D.  W.  Armstrong.  Dr.  Ingram's  address  on  "Means 
that  May  be  Used  in  the  Public  Schools  to  Prevent  the  Spread  of 
Tuberculosis"  was  listened  to  most  attentively  and  was  so  helpful 
and  practical  that  teachers  were  loth  to  have  him  stop.  Altogether 
the  institute  was  up  to  the  Mercer  county  standard. 

The  Directors'  Convention  held  in  February  was  well  attended  and 
interesting  throughout.  Supt.  E.  M.  Rapp  and  Supt.  D.  W.  Arm- 
strong gave  excellent  addresses.  Many  of  our  directors  favor  dis- 
trict supervision,  and  the  subject  will  be  well  discussed  at  our  next 
meeting. 

Patrons'  Day  was  observed  in  many  of  our  schools  and  our  teach- 
ers feel  well  paid  for  the  extra  effort  put  forth.  Pupils  do  better 
work  and  parents  are  more  interested. 

We  have  reason  to  believe  as  we  approach  a  new  school  year  that 
teachers,  directors  and  patrons  will  work  together  and  give  us  suc- 
cessful schools. 


MIFFLIN  COUNTY— James  F.  Wills. 


In  reviewing  the  educational  work  of  Mifflin  county  for  the  past 
year  we  find  much  encouragement,  and  many  evidences  of  progress. 
In  some  districts,  the  school  term  was  lengthened;  in  others,  crowded 
conditions  were  removed  by  the  erection  of  new  buildings  and  by 
renting  rooms  for  school  purposes;  in  all  the  districts,  the  salaries 
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of  the  teachers  were  raised.  New  fences  were  erected  around  some 
of  our  school  properties,  new  walks  laid,  some  painting  and  paper- 
ing done,  new  slate  blackboards  put  in,  apparatus  purchased  and 
a  number  of  other  minor  improvements  made,  all  of  which  tend  to 
advance  the  cause  of  public  education.  Assistant  teachers  were  put 
into  three  of  our  five  township  high  schools,  which  shows  that  the 
work  of  the  township  high  school  is  advancing. 

Our  new  course  of  study,  the  Illinois  course,  was  used  successfully 
by  a  large  number  of  our  teachers.  This  is  the  hist  year  we  have 
used  it.  Those  teachers  who  made  the  most  of  it  are  among  the 
best  teachers  in  the  county.  Some  failed  to  use  it,  claiming  that 
they  did  not  understand  it,  while  others  claimed  they  could  not  use 
it.  We  are  glad  that  only  a  few  belong  to  th|e  last  class  and  we 
hope  to  have  none  of  this  class  next  year.  We  have  no  room  for 
them.  The  course  is  a  splendid  one  and  no  teacher  can  afford  to  be 
without  it.  We  hope  that  the  coming  term  our  directors  will  buy 
the  monthly  examination  questions  prepared  on  the  course  by  the 
publisher.  We  examined  about  twenty-five  young  people  on  the 
course  this  year  for  common  school  diplomas  and  gave  diplomas  to 
ten  whom  we  felt  were  proficient  in  the  common  branches  or  good 
in  eight  year  work. 

Lewistown  borough  built  a  fine  brick  four-roomed  annex  to  their 
Wayne  street  school  building  and  also  remodeled  the  old  building, 
thus  relieving  congested  conditions  and  giving  them  a  large  room 
for  laboratory  work. 

A  Crowell  Physical  Laboratory  was  purchased  by  the  Lewistown 
board  for  their  borough  high  school  and  one  by  the  Derry  township 
board  for  their  township  high  school  located  at  Yeagertown. 

We  had  an  increase  of  five  teachers  during  the  year,  two  in  Derry 
township,  and  one  each  in  Granville  township,  Brown  township,  and 
Lewistown  borough. 

The  county  institute  was  held  in  Lewistown  the  last  week  in  No- 
vember (25-29)  and  was  a  success  socially,  financially  and  intellectu- 
ally. Nearly  all  the  teachers  in  the  county  were  present  and  the 
attendance  on  the  part  of  the  public  at  all  the  sessions  was  better 
than  we  have  ever  seen.  The  Mifflin  County  Teachers'  Association 
held  a  reception  on  Monday  afternoon  of  institute  week  from  three 
o'clock  until  five  which  proved  a  great  social  success.  Robert  A. 
Armstrong,  Henry  Houck,  S.  D.  Fess,  J.  George  Becht,  and  J.  Allen 
Myers  were  the  day  instructors.  The  music  was  under  the  direction 
of  J.  W.  Yoder,  of  the  Lock  Haven  State  Normal  School.  The  even- 
ing sessions  consisted  of  two  lectures  and  two  entertainments.  On 
Monday  evening  Dr.  Fess  lectured;  on  Tuesday,  Rev.  J.  Bell  Neff ;  on 
Wednesday  "The  Scotch  Singers"  entertained;  and  on  Thursday 
"Dnrno  and  Company"  performed  mysteries. 
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The  School  Directors'  Convention  was  held  in  Lewistown  in  the 
court  house,  January  24-25.  Some  excellent  papers  were  road  and 
lively  discussions  engaged  in  on  the  pari  <»r  th<'  directors.  About 
four-sevenths  of  our  directors  were  present.  Bon.  David  \\  Fortney 
of  Bellefonte  who  has  served  as  school  director  for  twenty  live  years 
or  more  was  with  ns  and  gave  us  the  benefit  of  his  experience.  His 
talks  were  very  helpful. 

Again  this  year,  it  is  our  painful  duty  to  report  the  death  of 
another  active  school  director,  Mr.  William  Irvin  of  Lewistown  bor- 
ough. Mr.  Irvin  was  the  treasurer  of  the  Lewistown  board  and  also 
treasurer  of  the  County  Directors'  Association.  He  took  an  active 
part  in  public  education  and  was  a  staunch  friend  of  our  public 
schools.  I  wish  also  to  note  the  death  of  one,  who,  while  not  a 
director  at  the  time  of  his  death,  having  resigned  because  of  ill 
health  a  few  months  before  his  death,  served  with  honorable  credit 
as  school  director  for  many  years.  I  refer  to  Mr.  J.  K.  Detweiler 
of  Belleville,  Union  township.  Mr.  Detweiler  represented  our  coun- 
ty at  the  State  Directors'  Convention  on  two  different  occasions. 
He  took  an  active  part  in  all  school  meetings  and  was  a  loyal  sup- 
porter of  public  education. 

At  our  county  institute,  the  teachers  and  school  children  of  the 
county  were  asked  by  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society  through  the  county 
superintendent  to  make  a  contribution  to  the  new  Lewistown  Hos- 
pital. The  response  was  away  beyond  our  expectation.  The  liberal 
sum  of  four  hundred  and  thirty-one  dollars  and  eighty  cents  ($431.80) 
was  contributed. 

The  county  superintendent  gave  about  three  hundred  and  forty- 
five  certificates  to  pupils  who  were  present  at  school  every  day  of 
the  term.  This  is  an  increase  of  eighty-live  over  last  year.  Every 
district  in  the  county  had  some  pupils  who  did  not  miss  a  day.  Ar- 
magh had  30;  Bratton,  12;  Brown,  11;  Decatur,  2G;  Derry,  60;  Free- 
dom Independent,  12;  Granville,  24;  Lewistown,  90;  McVeytown,  1; 
Menno,  10;  Newton  Hamilton,  5;  Oliver,  12;  Union,  31;  Wayne,  15. 

On  the  fifth  day  of  May,  LeAvistown  borough  elected  a  superin- 
tendent, thus  taking  the  Lewistown  schools  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  county  superintendent.  Prof.  W.  F.  Kennedy,  who  was  the 
supervising  principal,  was  elected  borough  superintendent. 

Two  beautiful  dags  were  presented  to  our  schools  during  the  year 
by  the  P.  O.  S.  of  A.  of  Lewistown.  One  was  given  to  the  Wayne 
street  school,  Lewistown,  and  the  other  to  the  Yeagertown  schools. 

Almost  all  the  schools  of  the  county  were  visited  twice  by  the 
superintendent.  A  few  were  closed  when  he  was  making  his  regu- 
lar rounds,  which  allowed  but  one  visit  to  such. 

In  conclusion,  we  wish  to  thank  the  directors  of  the  county  for 
their  assistance  in  carrying  on  the  important  work;  the  Department 


88  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

for  promptness  in  answer  to  inquiries;  the  pupils  and  citizens  for 
their  many  courtesies;  the  teachers  for  the  faithfulness;  and  the 
press  for  reporting  the  work  of  the  schools. 


MONROE  COUNTY— F.  Koehler. 


In  our  last  report,  we  complained  of  the  fact  that  there  was  no 
course  of  study  in  existence  in  the  rural  schools  of  our  county.  In 
view  of  that  fact,  we  called  a  committee  of  directors  representing 
the  different  boroughs  and  townships,  in  the  month  of  July,  to  draft 
a  course  of  study,  which  was  afterwards  unanimously  adopted  by 
our  County  Association  of  Directors,  January  15,  19U8.  This  course 
was  adopted  by  every  district  throughout  the  entire  county.  In 
those  districts  where  the  course  has  been  sufficiently  tried,  teachers, 
directors  and  patrons  of  our  public  schools  are  highly  pleased  with 
its  results. 

Parents'  or  Patrons'  Day  was  celebrated  in  many  of  our  most  pro- 
gressive schools.  According  to  the  reports  by  our  teachers,  several 
thousand  patrons  of  our  schools  visited  the  schools  on  this  special 
day.  Many  of  them  had  not  been  inside  of  a  school-room  for  many 
years.  The  exhibition  work  prepared  by  the  pupils  under  the  guid- 
ance of  their  teachers,  was  highly  appreciated  by  the  many  visitors. 
Such  occasions  cannot  help  but  create  a  healthful  school  sentiment. 
During  the  year,  all  the  schools  were  visited  once;  many  twice;  and 
not  a  few  three  times.  I  must  confess  that  many  of  our  teachers 
have  improved  their  methods  of  instruction  and  discipline;  while  a 
few  are  still  derelict  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties;  these  are  want- 
ing not  so  much  in  their  acquirements  of  knowledge  as  in  their  ex- 
ercising of  more  "good  common  sense,  more  heart  and  will  power." 

The  County  Institute  was  held  at  Stroudsburg,  November  11-15, 
1907.  The  instructors  were:  Drs.  W.  W.  Stetson,  Elwood  Kemp,  Al- 
vin  Davison,  J.  E.  Wallin.  Profs.  E.  T.  Kunkle,  Ralph  H.  Feltham, 
G.  A.  Grim,  Ralph  Rover,  Musical  Director;  Miss  Maude  Willis.  The 
evening  attractions  were  by  Miss  Maude  Willis,  Reader;  Dr.  W.  W. 
Stetson;  Parland  Newhall  Concert  Company;  The  Helen  Mar  Wilson 
Concert  Company. 

All  the  teachers  were  in  attendance  except  one.  Many  directors 
and  the  general  public  also  honored  us  by  their  presence.  The  In- 
stitute proved  to  be  an  inspiration  and  intellectual  feast  to  all 
who  were  in  attendance. 
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Four  local  or  district  institutes  were  held  during  the  year.  These 
were  well  attended  by  teachers  and  others  interested  in  the  welfare 
of  our  public  schools.  Most  of  the  teachers  were  ready  and  willing 
to  assist  in  the  discussions  of  school  topics. 

Ten  educational  meetings  were  held  throughout  the  county.  At 
these  meetings  many  parents  and  directors  helped  to  discuss  such 
subjects  of  local  interest  as  were  considered  feasible. 

The  Fifth  Annual  Directors'  Association  met  at  Btroudsburg,  Pa., 
Wednesday,  January  15,  VMS.  Several  topics  of  local  interest  were 
discussed  by  our  directors.  Hon.  N.  C.  Schaeffer  gave  a  very  apprec- 
iative and  highly  instructive  address.  The  convention  was  well 
attended  by  our  directors. 

One  new  building  was  erected  in  Jackson  township  at  Reeders,  at 
Canadensis  in  Barrett  township,  another  room  was  built,  making  it 
a  graded  school;  Hamilton  township  painted  a  number  of  buildings 
inside  and  outside;  Delaware  Water  Gap  instituted  a  drinking  foun- 
tain; other  improvements  were  made  in  various  schools  throughout 
the  county. 

We  cannot  close  our  report  without  calling  attention  to  the  good 
work  done  by  our  East  Stroudsburg  State  Normal  School,  Fairview 
Academy,  and  Polytechnic  Institute  in  preparing  our  teachers  and 
inspiring  them  to  higher  school  ideals.  In  conclusion,  I  wish  to 
give  my  heartfelt  thanks  to  the  press  of  our  county,  to  the  school 
directors,  to  the  noble  army  of  teachers,  and  to  the  general  public, 
for  their  hearty  co-operation  in  all  my  public  school  labors. 


MONTGOMERY  COUNTY— J.  Horace  Landis. 


It  is  a  pleasure  for  me  to  place  before  you  a  report  of  the  chief 
educational  events  of  Montgomery  county  for  the  year  just  ended, 
June,  1908. 

The  year's  work  was  exceedingly  arduous  yet  greatly  enjoyed,  and 
was  lightened  by  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  many  friends  of 
education,  teachers  and  directors.  These  factors,  working  harmoni- 
ously together  in  the  cause  of  public  education,  produced  very  satis- 
factory results,  and  give  encouragement  for  greater  results  to  be 
attained  in  the  future. 

The  attendance  of  the  pupils,  the  interest  of  directors  and  the 
efficient  work  of  the  teachers  have  never  been  better.  I  do  believe 
the  teachers  are  realizing  better  today  than  at  any  time  in  the  past, 
the  great  responsibility  that  is  resting  upon  them,  and  that  their 
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calling  is  of  the  highest  honor,  dignity  and  importance.  To  this  end 
the  superintendent  lias  been  working.  The  efficient  and  thoroughly 
instructed  teachers  were  urged  to  remain  in  the  profession. 

In  the  fourteen  examinations  held  throughout  the  country,  two 
hundred  twenty-five  applicants  presented  themselves.  Of  these,  one 
hundred  and  seventy-nine  were  given  certificates  and  forty-six  were 
rejected.  It  is  my  aim  to  raise  the  standard  of  teaching  from  year 
to  year  in  these  examinations.  Only  those  who  are  well  fitted  to 
teach  are  licensed.  It  has  also  been  my  aim  to  encourage  those  who 
are  by  nature  gifted  for  the  profession  to  continue  in  the  work,  and 
have  urged  directors  to  satisfy  such  teachers  with  additional  salary. 

There  are  too  many  young  candidates  presenting  themselves  for 
teaching.  The  time  is  here  to  have  a  minimum  age  for  teachers,  as 
well  as  any  other  qualification.  A  law  enacted,  allowing  only  candi- 
dates eighteen  or  nineteen  years  of  age  to  be  licensed  to  teach, 
would  be  another  much  needed  aid  to  superintendents  in  their  efforts 
to  make  the  teaching  force  more  effective. 

The  fifty-third  annual  institute  was  held  in  the  Auditorium  of  the 
High  School,  Xorristown,  during  the  week  beginning  Monday,  Octo- 
ber 29,  and  proved  to  be  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  profitable 
the  county  has  yet  enjoyed.  The  instructors  were:  Dr.  A.  B.  Van 
Omer,  Dr.  Ira  W.  Howerth,  Dr.  Franklin  S.  Edmunds,  Dr.  O.  S.  Krie- 
ble,  Deputy  State  SuT>erintendent  Keed  B.  Teitrick,  Dr.  Geo.  M.  Phil- 
lips, Dr.  W.  P.  Wilson  and  Prof.  Wilmer  M.  Bean. 

The  evening  entertainments  were:  Lecture,  "John  Buskin's  Mes- 
sage to  the  Nineteenth  Century."  by  Dr.  Newell  Dwight  Hillis. 
Musical  concerts:  The  Ion  Jackson  Grand  Consert  Company,  Italian 
Boys  and  Foland,  and  the  New  York  Concert  Company. 

Local  institutes  were  held  at  various  centres  during  the  year. 
Supervising  principals,  principals,  teachers  and  directors  attended 
them.  These  meetings  continue  to  be  a  source  of  great  inspiration 
and  help  to  all,  in  creating  a  stronger  and  more  wholesome  sentiment 
for  the  schools. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  School  Directory'  Association  was  held 
in  the  Court  House,  Xorristown,  on  Thursday,  October  31.  There 
was  a  very  large  attendance  of  directors.  The  program  was  full 
and  interesting.  The  meeting  was  addressed  by  Dr.  A.  B.  Van 
Omer.  The  officers  of  the  association  for  the  ensuing  year  are:  Pres. 
S.  J.  Garner,  Hatboro;  Vice  President,  Dr.  J.  H.  Seiple,  Centre 
Square;  Secretary,  Rev.  P.  W.  Lockwood.  Lafayette;  Treasurer,  A. 
B.  Place,  Esq.,  Lansdale. 

Their  semi-annual  meeting  was  held  at  Lansdale,  March  19,  and 
was  largely  attended.  Former  Governor  Samuel  W.  Pennypacker 
and  United  States  District  Attorney  J.  AVhitaker  Thompson  ad- 
dressed the  convention.     The  addresses  were  greatly  appreciated. 
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AbingtoD  district  has  under  construction  a  Bixty  thousand  dollar 
Township  High  School.  This  building  is  planned  l<>  be  one  of  the 
mosl  modernly  appointed  and  equipped  high  Bchool  buildings  in  the 
county.  Two  years  ago  Abington  erected  the  Weldon  building, 
which  at  the  time  was  considered  the  besl  in  the  county  for  health 
and  convenience.  The  appointments  of  (his  high  school  building  are 
to  exceed  those  of*  the  Weldon  building  in  many  respects.  1 1  is 
located  at  Abington  village. 

Limerick  township  school  board  will  erect  a  modern  two  story 
building  of  four  rooms  at  Linfield.  This  will  lake  the  place  of  the 
overcrowded  two-roomed  building  which  lias  been  in  use  so  long. 
li  will  be  built  of  brick  and  the  plans  adopted  will  make  it  the  best 
school  building  in  the  township.  It  is  to  be  heated  by  steam,  will 
have  cloak  rooms  for  the  boys  and  girls,  and  an  efficient  system  of 
ventilation  will  be  introduced.  It  is  to  be  located  on  a  fine  lot  in 
the  prominent  part  of  the  village. 

Lower  Salford  township  board  has  finished  the  new  one-room 
building  at  Lederachville.  The  new  house  is  modern  in  many  re- 
spects. The  plan  of  its  construction  provides  equable  heat  from  a 
heater  in  the  basement.  This  building  also  has  separate  cloak 
rooms  for  the  boys  and  girls.  The  board  of  directors  deserve  much 
credit  for  .starting  this  much  needed  and  substantial  improvement 
in  the  district.  It  is  hoped  that  some  of  the  other  buildings  in  the 
township  will  soon  be  replaced  with  such  new  structures. 

Upper  Hanover  township  board  added  another  room  to  the  Har- 
ing  building,  thus  reduced  the  overcrowded  condition  of  that  school 
and  greatly  facilitating  the  work  of  the  teachers.  This  new  room 
is  much  appreciated  by  the  community. 

The  directors  of  Nor ri  I  on  township,  to  relieve  the  over-crowded 
condition  of  the  Jeffersonville  schools,  and  seeing  also  that  the 
number  of  pupils  was  gradually  increasing,  built  a  second  story  to 
the  attractive  school  building  of  the  village.  The  Port  Indian  school 
will  be  closed,  the  average  attendance  having  fallen  below7  twelve. 
Hereafter,  these  pupils  will  be  transported  to  the  Jeffersonville 
school. 

The  contribution  towards  the  Thaddeus  Stevens  Memorial  Fund 
from  Montgomery  county  was  $617.34.  This  sum  of  money  was 
given  by  forty-four  out  of  the  sixty-three  districts  of  the  county. 
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MONTOUR  COUNTY— Charles  W.  Den?. 


Believing  that  well  qualified  teachers  are  the  first  requisite  of 
good  schools,  the  examinations  were  made  as  rigid  as  the  conditions 
would  permit,  and  at  the  same  time  furnish  a  sufficient  number  of 
teachers  to  supply  the  needs  of  our  schools. 

The  young  people  were  encouraged  to  fit  themselves  for  the  duties 
devolving  upon  them  in  the  schoolroom,  and  as  a  result  there  was 
a  continually  growing  attendance  of  our  student  teachers  at  the 
different  State  Normals  and  other  schools  of  high  grade  .in  this 
section  of  the  State. 

Our  older  teachers  in  some  cases  did  not  read  the  works  of  the 
reading  circle.  No  teacher  can  expect  to  stay  in  the  work  unless 
he  is  willing  to  do  a  certain  amount  of  reading  along  professional 
lines,  and  we  are  glad  to  say  that  in  almost  all  cases  the  teachers 
did  fair  work. 

We  find  in  our  visitations  of  the  schools  some  teachers  are  negli- 
gent in  using  the  course  of  study.  We  wish  in  all  places  that  they 
would  follow  the  course  as  closely  as  possible  for  the  good  of  the 
children  under  them. 

The  examinations  for  the  county  diploma  were  held  on  the  last 
Saturday  in  March  by  committees  appointed  by  the  Superintendent. 
The  questions  submitted  for  these  examinations  were  uniform 
through  the  county  and  the  result  of  these  examinations  has  proved 
very  satisfactory  to  both  pupils  and  teachers,  and  we  shall  feel 
repaid  for  our  part  in  the  matter  if  we  have  given  to  some  boy  or 
girl  the  incentive  to  such  a  higher  education. 

Our  last  county  institute  was  held  during  the  2nd,  3d,  4th,  5th, 
and  6th  of  December  in  the  High  School  building  of  Danville.  Our 
instructors  included  Dr.  Jonathan  Rigdon,  Dr.  Francis  Green,  and 
Superintendent  Daniel  Dieffenbacher,  in  music.  All  of  the  instruc- 
tors rendered  very  effective  service  and  the  occasion  was  one  of 
interest  and  profit. 

The  convention  of  school  directors  was  held  in  the  Court  House 
at  Danville,  on  January  30th.  We  had  fifty-six  (56)  directors  pres- 
ent at  the  convention  out  of  seventy-five  (75)  directors  in  the  county. 

The  speakers  for  the  directors  were  Prof.  Charles  H.  Albert,  of 
the  Bloomsburg  Normal  School,  and  County  Superintendent  William 
W.  Evans,  of  Columbia  county.  The  directors  were  very  well 
pleased  with  the  convention  and  say  it  was  the  best  one  we  have 
had  so  far. 
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On  closing  this  report  I  owe  to  the  Department  my  thanks  for 
many  favors  received;  to  the  press  of  the  county  for  a  loyal  con- 
tinuance of  their  confidence  and  respect;  and  to  the  people  at  large, 
directors,  teachers  and  pupils — all,  for  the  expressions  of  good  feel- 
ing and  loyally,  all  of  which  inspire  nie  to  do  the  besl  work  for  the 
county  that  is  possible  to  do. 


NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY— George  A.  Grim. 


It  is  a  pleasure  to  recall  the  educational  events  of  1907,  hearty 
co-operation  was  the  rule,  the  directors,  patrons,  pupils  and  teachers 
have  done  their  share  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  our  schools.  We 
were  fortunate  in  having  only  a  few  of  our  teachers  fail  in  their 
efforts  to  teach.     This  no  doubt  is  due  to  two  causes: 

1.  The  directors  are  more  careful  in  the  selection  of  teachers, 
they  remember  the  size  and  condition  of  a  school  and  the  sentiments 
of  the  various  communities. 

2.  During  the  year  only  forty  beginners  were  employed.  Many 
experienced  teachers,  with  a  good  professional  standing  are  willing 
to  return  to  the  school  room,  this  no  doubt  is  due  to  the  general 
financial  depression,  and  an  increase  of  salary  and  longer  school 
terms.  From  present  indications  our  list  of  beginners  will  number 
less  than  forty  next  year. 

Only  a  few  teachers  absented  themselves  from  our  Couuty 
Teachers'  Institute,  those  who  enrolled  were  well  repaid  for  their 
attendance,  the  following  instructors  merit  praise  for  their  sincere 
efforts:  Dean  Thos.  Balliet,  Ex.-Supt.  W.  W.  Stetson,  Supt.  N.  C. 
Schaeffer,  Supt.  F.  W.  Robbins,  Supt.  Shelley,  Prof.  Apgar,  Prof. 
Bevier,  Miss  Avis  Wescott,  Prof.  O.  H.  Yetter,  musical  director. 

We  again  divided  our  institute,  after  the  first  period  into  sections, 
for  special  instruction,  the  plan  worked  better  than  ever,  we  have 
decided  to  continue  this  system. 

Our  six  local  teachers'  institutes  were  well  attended,  good  pro- 
grams were  prepared  and  fittingly  rendered,  many  interesting  dis- 
cussions showed  the  general  interest  manifested  in  our  meetings. 

The  Directors'  Convention  met  at  South  Bethlehem,  on  November 
29th,  we  continued  the  practise  of  selecting  a  new  meeting  place  for 
next  year,  this  arouses  educational  interest  in  the  various  sections, 
and  brings  the  directors  in  personal  contact  with  school  conditions 
as  they  exist  in  our  various  towms.     We  thought  is  wise  to  have 
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our  meeting  early,  that  the  directors  might  hear  and  discuss  recent 
school  legislation,  and  thus  act  intelligently  and  wisely;  as  a  result 
our  schools  are  supplied  with  stove  shields,  thermometers,  etc. 

The  following  speakers  are  worthy  of  all  the  praise  bestowed: 
Chairman  Frank  Huth,  Prof.  R.  W.  Blake,  Lehigh  University,  Supt. 
F.  W.  Robbins,  Prof.  W.  N.  Schwarze,  Moravian  College,  County 
Supt.  G.  A.  Grim,  Hon.  R.  B.  Teitrick. 

The  directors  were  inspired  to  action  and  decided  to  conduct  the 
affairs  of  the  county  in  a  more  businesslike  manner  The  county 
superintendent  was  instructed  to  appoint  a  committee  of  ten  prac- 
tical men  to  assist  him  in  preparing  a  course  of  study  that  will 
reflect  the  spirit  of  the  times,  and  be  a  credit  to  our  county.  Direc- 
tor Chas.  Rebert  pleaded  for  more  systematic  and  thorough  primary 
instruction. 

A  number  of  suitable  musical  selections  were  rendered  by  the  high 
school  pupils,  directed  by  the  instructor,  Miss  Gertrude  Serfass. 

The  Northampton  County  Educational  Club  had  several  interest- 
ing meetings  during  the  year.  We  are  well  satisfied  with  the  good 
fellowship  that  exists  among  our  superintendents  and  principals, 
no  principal  feels  that  he  is  a  stranger  in  a  strange  land,  for  he  is 
enabled  to  exchange  ideas  and  experience  with  his  peers,  and  can 
thus  direct  his  efforts  to  better  advantage  in  reaching  the  standard 
and  ideals  of  our  county.  During  the  year  the  following  questions 
were  discussed: 

1.  What  are  the  principal  sources  of  failure  in  promotion? 

2.  Should  systematic  moral  instruction  form  a  part  of  the  school 
curriculum? 

3.  What  is  the  best  arrangement  of  high  school  mathematics? 
i.  Should  there  be  a  regular  course  in  rhetorical  work? 

5.  In  what  grades  should  we  begin  the  teaching  of  geography  and 
history? 

6.  How  can  we  best  help  the  individual  pupil? 

7.  How  much  technical  grammar  is  justifiable  in  grammar  schools? 
S.  Is  a  course  in  manual  training  advisable  in  boroughs  having 

less  than  2.000  pupils? 

0.  What  is  your  opinion  concerning  special  days,  their  observance, 
and  the  preparation  for  observing  them? 

10.  What  can  principals  and  superintendents  do  to  mould  the 
educational  sentiment  of  the  community? 

11.  What  is  the  value  of  school  exhibits? 

12.  How  can  you  control  and  direct  the  reading  of  pupils? 

13.  What  constitutes  a  high  school?  How  should  it  differ  from 
the  elementary  schools  in  discipline,  and  scope  and  manner  of 
instruction? 

11.  What  is  the  true  function  of  supplementary  reading? 
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We  inaugurated  the  custom  of  inviting  several  directors  from  local 

boards  io  our  meetings,  (his  plan  has  met  with  approval,  and  will 
be  continued  in  the  future.  We  have  decided  to  continue  on  a 
Large  scale  the  practice  of  several  boroughs;  having  each  teacher 

visit  all  his  pupils,  at  least  once  during  the  school  term. 

During  Hie  year  six  new  school  buildings  were  completed.  The 
finest  and  most  modern  is  the  ten  room  building  at  Alliance,  erected 
at  a  cost  of  $40,000.  Several  of  our  buildings  have  been  improved. 
and  compare  favorably  with  their  newer  neighbors. 

Many  of  our  younger  teachers  are  attending  special  training 
schools  during  the  spring-  and  summer  months,  several  of  our  teach 
ers  are  attending  summer  schools,  thus  proving  to  the  patrons  and 
pupils  that  they  have  the  best  interests  of  the  community  at  heart. 

Many  schools  celebrated  Arbor  Day.  Bath  had  another  successful 
celebration.  Mr.  Mcllhaney,  who  is  a  true  lover  of  nature  lias 
done  much  to  inspire  Ins  pupils  and  patrons,  lie  received  the  follow- 
ing letter  from  Gov.  Stuart: 

Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  April  10,  1908. 

Dear  Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  I  beg  leave 
to  advise  you  that  my  favorite  tree  is  the  oak.  I  am  pleased  to 
learn  that  the  pupils  of  the  Bath  public  schools  have  arranged  a 
program  for  the  celebration  of  Arbor  Day,  on  April  24,  next.  Ar- 
bor Day  gives  the  children  an  opportunity  to  assume  the  first  re- 
sponsibilities of  citizenship. 

It  is  not  enough  to  plant  a  tree.  The  pupils  of  your  schools  should 
give  their  intelligent  care  to  the  trees  after  they  are  planted.  It 
is  constancy  to  any  undertaking  that  insures  its  success.  The  appro- 
priate exercises  arranged  to  be  held  in  your  schools  will  tend  to 
impress  the  significance  of  the  day  upon  the  minds  of  the  rising 
generation. 

Yours  very  truly, 

EDWIN  S.  STUART. 
To  Mr.  Asa  K.  Mcllhaney,  Bath,  Pa. 

During  the  year  death  laid  claim  to  one  who  gave  his  best  talents 
to  public  education,  ex-County  Superintendent  W.  F.  Iloch. 
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NORTHUMBERLAND   COUNTY— Wallace   W.   Fetzer. 


No  sudden  changes  occurred  in  the  school  work  during  the  year. 
Our  schools  showed  a  remarkable  working  spirit.  The  professional 
zeal  on  the  part  of  teachers  has  never  been  higher,  the  interest  on 
the  part  of  directors  has  been  very  encouraging,  and  the  moral  sup- 
port of  the  communities  has  been  good. 

The  attendance  was  somewhat  checkered.  During  the  fall  har 
vesting  it  was  impossible  in  many  sections  for  the  farmers  to  secure 
help  to  remove  their  crops.  As  a  result  many  children  old  enough 
to  be  of  any  service  were  often  kept  out  of  school.  The  percentage 
of  attendance  during  the  winter  was  high.  Near  the  close  of  the 
term  the  attendance  was  again  interrupted  in  some  districts  by  re- 
presentatives of  the  State  Health  Department.  A  few  of  these  were 
unfamiliar  with  school  conditions  and  seemed  either  over  enthusias- 
tic in  their  positions  or  were  extremely  anxious  to  make  a  glowing 
report  of  their  work.  In  some  instances  schools  were  ordered 
closed  on  the  merest  pretexts  without  a  thorough  investigation  of 
conditions.  When  school  was  reopened  the  spring  work  had  begun 
and  children  were  again  deprived  of  school  advantages.  Instead  of 
the  representatives  receiving  the  support  of  the  school  officials  and 
communities  they  were  severely  criticised.  We  are  in  hearty  sym- 
pathy with  the  Health  Department  in  its  effort  to  check  and  stamp 
out  the  spread  of  disease  but  are  of  the  opinion  that  care  should  be 
exercised  in  the  selection  of  representatives. 

The  Minimum  Salary  Act  has  had  the  effect  of  bringing  back  into 
the  work  some  of  our  experienced  teachers  who  had  accepted  more 
lucrative  positions,  and  has  encouraged  the  young  person  anticipat- 
ing teaching  to  make  better  preparation  before  entering  the  pro- 
fession. 

Along  with  the  above  act  has  come  another  incentive  in  the  appro- 
priation to  the  borough  high  school.  Better  salaries  are  paid,  terms 
lengthened  and  better  equipment  secured.  We  are  striving  to  have 
a  uniform  course  of  study  for  our  high  schools  with  a  minimum 
amount  of  work  to  be  accomplished.  We  hope  to  remedy,  to  some 
extent  at  least,  the  common  defect  of  omitting  the  necessary  re- 
views in  the  common  branches  in  some  of  our  schools  and  make 
high  schools  out  of  others  which  have  hitherfore  been  good  advanced 
grammar  grades.  To  this  omission  of  reviews  is  due  the  failure 
of  so  many  high  school  graduates  to  pass  the  teachers'  examinations 
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for  provisional  certificates.  Six  of  our  high  schools  held  commence- 
ment exercises.  We  were  present  at  four.  The  exercises  wen-  a 
credit  to  the  schools. 

Sixty-two  pupils  passed  the  examination  for  common  school  dip 
Ionia,  which  admits  them  to  the  high  school  without  further  ex- 
amination. 

The  great'educational  event  of  the  year  was  the  county  institute, 
held  the  third  week  of  December.  The  instructors  were:  Dr.  Nathan 
C.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  Lincoln  Hulley,  Dr.  George  Leslie  Omwake,  Bnpt. 
\Y.  A.  Wilson,  and  Supt.  I.  C.  M.  Ellenberger.  The  institute  was 
considered  one  of  the  best  ever  held  in  the  county.  In  general  the 
leading  lines  of  work  were  school  discipline,  English  and  literature, 
moral  education,  instruction  in  history  and  geography,  and  arith- 
metic. The  evening  lecturers  and  entertainers  were  Dr.  Hulley, 
Dr.  McDowell,  The  Royal  Gipsy  Company,  and  The  Katharine  Ridg- 
way  Company. 

The  School  Directors'  Association  held  its  annual  meeting  at 
Sunbury,  January  30.  One  hundred  and  five  members  were  present: 
the  largest  attendance  in  the  history  of  the  Association.  Among 
the  directors  addressing  the  meeting  were:  the  President,  Asher  S. 
Hoffman;  H.  W.  Armstrong;  Dr.  B.  E.  Bitler,  and  H.  W.  Brace. 
Other  addresses  were  made  by  Deputy  State  Superintendent  R.  B. 
Teitrick  and  Supt.  W.  M.  Peirce  of  Ridgway.  Both  speakers  were 
very  much  appreciated  by  the  Association  for  their  splendid  ad- 
dresses and  for  their  helpful  suggestions  and  answers  to  the  many 
questions  asked  by  the  members. 

Ten  local  institutes  were  held.  We  organized  institutes  at  Gowen 
City  and  Riverside.  More  interest  is  manifested  each  year  on  the 
part  of  teachers  and  patrons.  Many  teachers  prepared  papers  and 
joined  in  discussions  for  the  first  time.  We  furnished  committees 
with  printed  lists  of  questions  for  institute  work.  Many  of  these 
questions  were  based  on  the  suggested  reading  course.  Committees 
never  did  their  work  better. 

A  new  two-room  building  was  erected  in  Mt.  Carmel  township, 
at  Kulpment;  a  large  annex  at  Marion  Heights  and  the  building  at 
East  Lewisburg  was  repaired  and  painted.  Lewis  and  Point  town- 
ships each  tore  down  one  of  their  old  structures,  purchased  addi- 
tional ground  and  erected  buildings.  All  these  buildings  are  well 
lighted,  and  furnished  with  slate  boards  and  single  seats.  The  build- 
ing in  Point  is  supplied  with  furnace  heat. 

We  regret  to  state  that  during  the  year  one  of  our  directors, 
Charles  E.  Scott,  of  Point  township,  was  removed  by  death.  In 
his  death  the  schools  lost  an  ardent  supporter  and  the  community 
a  loyal  citizen. 

7— 6— 1908 
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PERKY  COUNTY— S.  S.   Willard. 


In  my  short  career  of  two  and  one-half  yearn  an  Superintendent 
of  the  schools  of  this  county,  no  rash  or  ill-advised  changes  were 
attempted,  but  honest,  sincere,  and  conscientious  efforts  were  put 
forth  to  improve  the  corps  of  teachers,  to  cull  from  the  profession 
its  incapable  and  unworthy  members,  to  debar  the  entrance  of  others 
of  the  same  class,  to  inspire  the  teachers  with  a  greater  zeal  and 
higher  ideals  of  duty  and  attainment,  to  quicken  the  dormant  and 
failing  interest  of  the  general  public,  and  to  instil  into  the  several 
communities,  through  the  schools,  a  deeper  respect  for  law  and 
order. 

That  we  have  not  been  able  to  accomplish  more  is  to  us  a  source 
of  much  regret,  and,  though  our  efforts  in  these  directions  have  ap- 
parently failed  of  the  approval  and  sanction  of  a  majority  of  the 
directors,  nevertheless,  we  retire  from  office  with  every  evidence  of 
the  appreciation  and  approbation  of  our  more  thoughtful  and  observ- 
ant citizens  and  co-laborers.  It  is  a  pleasure  and  satisfaction  to 
have  many  assert,  as  one  of  our  school  principals  has  written  us, 
"Personal  observation  leads  me  to  say  that  our  schools  have  been 
greatly  improved  under  your  administration." 

The  notable  educational  events  of  the  past  school  year  were  the 
Annual  Teachers'  Institute,  and  the  Directors'  Convention,  held  at 
the  county  seat,  and  the  seven  local  institutes  held  in  different  sec- 
tions of  the  county.  One  hundred  and  eighty-five  of  our  teachers 
gathered  at  the  county  institute,  and  were  instructed  by  an  able 
corps  of  educators,  namely:  Dr.  Edward  P.  Bigelow,  Dr.  Preston  W. 
Search,  Prof.  Paul  M.  Pearson,  Supt.  James  M.  Coughlin,  and  Hon. 
Henry  Houck.  That  our  county  institutes  have  been  generously  at- 
tended by  the  public  is  manifest  by  the  fact  that  for  the  first  time 
in  their  history  there  is  an  unexpended  balance  of  $278  in  the  in- 
stitute treasury.  Our  Directors'  Convention  assembled  on  the 
first  day  of  February.  Owing  to  the  extreme  inclemency  of  the 
weather  only  sixty-five  directors  were  able  to  come  together.  These 
were  addressed  by  Dr.  J.  A.  Martin,  Principal  of  the  Shippensburg 
Normal  School,  and  that  veteran  and  enthusiastic  director,  Col.  D. 
F.  Fortney,  of  Bellefonte.  The  several  local  institutes  were  largely 
attended  by  teachers  and  citizens,  all  of  whom  seemed  to  vie  with 
each  other  in  making  the  exercises  interesting  and  profitable. 

Before  the  schools  opened  last  fall,  all  teachers  holding  their  first 
certificates  were  invited  to  meet  the  Superintendent  at  the  county 
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seat  Eor  counsel  and  instruction.  Beneficial  results  followed  the 
meeting,  for  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  all  our  beginners  were  more 
than  usually  successful  in  their  work,  and  gave  entire  satisfaction 

to  patrons  and  directors. 

No  new  buildings  were  erected  in  any  of  the  districts  during  the 
year,  but  many  of  the  old  ones  were  renovated,  repainted  and  re- 
papered,  llms  adding  to  their  attractiveness,  and  to  the  cheer  and 
comfort  of  the  pupils.  The  borough  of  New  Bloomfield  added  an 
acre  of  land  to  its  school  grounds. 

The  New  Bloomfield  Academy  has  had  a  fair  quota  of  students 
during  the  year.  Very  large  summer  Normal  schools  are  being  con- 
ducted at  Landisburg,  Blain,  Loysville,  Ickesburg,  and  Millerstown. 

In  submitting  this,  my  dual  report,  I  desire  to  thank  many  of 
the  directors,  for  their  sympathy  and  co-operation;  the  threat  major- 
ity of  the  teachers,  for  the  kindness  and  courtesy  with  which  they 
received  suggestions  and  advice;  the  ministers  of  the  county,  for 
their  able  assistance  in  conducting  the  local  institutes;  the  local 
press,  for  its  generous  publication  of  all  matter  pertaining  to  the 
schools;  and  the  State  Superintendent  and  his  assistants,  for  their 
uniform  courtesy,  counsel  and  support. 


PIKE  COUNTY— Lucian  Westbrook. 


Nothing  new  or  startling  has  occurred  in  our  school  work  during 
the  year.  It  has,  however,  been  a  year  of  honest,  faithful  work  ou 
the  part  of  teachers  that  has  produced  fairly  satisfactory  results. 
Our  teachers  are  making  greater  efforts  to  better  fit  themselves  for 
the  work,  and  for  this  purpose  a  greater  number  has  attended  school 
during  vacation  than  ever  before  in  the  history  of  the  county. 

It  has  been  our  constant  aim  to  raise  the  standard  for  certificat- 
ing teachers,  especially  along  professional  lines.  To  do  this,  it  has 
been  necessary  to  eliminate  from  our  lists,  as  far  as  circumstances 
will  permit,  teachers  of  poor  scholarship  and  poor  executive  ability, 
and  to  impress  upon  those  whose  work  has  warranted  their  reten- 
tion the  importance  of  being  progressive  and  aggressive. 

Owing  to  the  lack  of  opportunity  for  promotion  in  our  county, 
competent  and  experienced  teachers  are  not  attracted  here;  and  for 
the  same  reason  those  who  have  acquired  experience  here  and  have 
shown  proficiency  soon  find  that  their  services  are  more  valuable 
elsewhere.  The  result  is  that  we  are  continually  training  teachers 
for  the  larger  and  richer  counties  and  for  the  cities. 
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The  institute  was  held  during  the  week  of  October  28,  and  all 
pronounced  it  a  very  instructive  and  successful  meeting.  The  in- 
structors were:  Dr.  Andrew  Thomas  Smith  and  Supt.  L.  E.  McGin- 
nes.  Two  evening  entertainments  were  given  by  Prof.  Sidney  Lan- 
don. 

The  fifth  session  of  the  Directors'  Association  was  held  November 
1-2.  Supt.  McGinnes  gave  two  strong  addresses  ana  an  evening 
lecture. 

Our  usual  number  of  local  institutes  was  held  during  the  year  and 
all  were  well  attended.  These  are  proving  strong  factors  in  arous- 
ing patrons'  interest  in  school  work. 

Seven  teachers  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  secure 
geographical  collections  for  their  schools  from  the  Philadelphia 
Commercial  Museum. 

In  conclusion,  my  thanks  are  due  the  Department  for  counsel, 
the  public  press  of  the  county  for  giving  notice  of  educational  events, 
and  to  patrons,  teachers  and  pupils  for  their  efforts  to  make  the 
year's  work  successful. 


POTTER  COUNTY— Otis  A.  Kilbourn. 


In  submitting  this,  my  ninth  and  last  annual  report  of  the  schools 
of  Potter  county,  it  is  a  pleasure  to  me  to  be  able  to  state  that  we 
have  had,  on  the  whole,  a  very  prosperous  and  successful  year.  With 
the  exception  of  interruptions  caused  by  various  contagious  diseases, 
and  the  non-attendance  of  a  considerable  number  of  children  on 
account  of  the  vaccination  law,  the  conditions  have  been  generally 
favorable  and  the  results  very  gratifying. 

A  comparison  of  the  statistical  reports  for  this  year  and  last  year 
will  give  some  idea  of  the  improvement  in  our  teaching  force: 

Number  of  teachers  without  previous  experience,  .  . 
Number  of  teachers  holding  provisional  certificates, 
Number  of  teachers  holding  professional  certificates, 
Number  of  teachers  holding  permanent  certificates,  . 
Number  of  teachers  holding  State  Normal  diplomas, 

In  other  words  there  was  a  decrease  of  twenty-two  in  the  two 
lower  grades  of  certificates  and  an  increase  of  twenty-one  in  the 
two  higher  grades.  Just  half  of  the  schools  of  the  county  were 
taught  this  year  by  teachers  holding  provisional  certificates.  This 
number  will  no  doubt  diminish  rapidly  in  the  future. 


1907. 

1908. 

55 

42 

137 

119 

30 

26 

17 

28 

55 

65 
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The  total  number  of  visits  made  to  schools  during  the  year  was 
243,  all  of  the  schools  of  the  county  being  visited  once  excepl  Ave  ami 
a  few  of  them  twice. 

The  annual  county  institute  was  held  in  Coudersport  during  the 

last  week  in  October.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  S.  1).  Pess  of  An- 
tioch  College,  Prof.  R.  M.  McNeal,  of  Harrisburg,  .Miss  Anna  Buck- 
bee  of  California,  Pa.,  Prof.  Clias.  8.  Cornell  of  California,  Pa.,  and 
Prof.  Ceo.  T.  Hastings  of  the  Philadelphia  Commercial  Museum. 
For  the  evening  sessions  we  had  The  EEruby  Brothers  Quintette,  The 
Royal  Gipsy  Concert  Company,  a  lecture  by  Dr.  Pess  and  a  recital 
by  Leland  Powers.  All  the  teachers  of  the  county  except  twelve 
were  enrolled  and  in  attendance  and  the  institute  was  pronounced 
one  of  the  best  we  have  ever  had.  The  County  School  Directors' 
Association  met  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday  of  institute  week. 
There  were  seventy-eight  directors  present,  representing  every  dis- 
trict in  the  county,  except  three.  The  speakers  were  Prof.  R.  M. 
McXeal,  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess  and  Miss  Anna  Buckbee.  There  were  also 
addresses  by  several  of  the  directors  of  the  county.  The  County 
Teachers'  Association  held  a  short  session  on  Friday  afternoon, 
November  1,  and  was  addressed  by  one  of  its  oldest  members,  Mr.  J. 
W.  Allen  of  Coudersport.  Mr.  Allen  was  county  superintendent 
from  1866  to  1S78.  This  Association  held  another  meeting  in  Gale- 
ton  on  Saturday  ,  February  29.  A  number  of  local  institutes  were 
held  during  the  year  and  were  well  attended. 

Our  six  boroughs  and  our  six  township  high  schools  all  had  com- 
mencement exercises  and  graduated  good  sized  classes.  The  town- 
ships of  Roulette  and  Genesee  have  raised  their  high  schools  from 
third  to  second  class.  Sylvania  township  will  establish  a  high 
school  next  year,  making  seven  of  these  schools  in  the  county.  The 
eighth  grade  final  examinations  were  held  as  usual  on  the  last  Satur- 
day of  April  under  the  direction  of  the  county  superintendent.  Fifty- 
four  pupils  passed  the  examination  and  received  the  county  dip- 
loma. 

The  Eulalia  township  school  board  erected  a  building  and  estab- 
lished a  new  school  this  year  at  Hammersley,  in  East  Fork  Dis- 
trict. Hebron  township  closed  five  very  small  schools  and  conveyed 
the  pupils  to  other  schools. 

With  this  report  my  work  as  county  superintendent  will  close, 
and  I  wish  in  conclusion  to  thank  all  who  have  in  any  way  assisted 
in  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  schools  of  the  county  during  the 
last  nine  years.  To  the  teachers  in  particular  I  desire  to  express 
my  grateful  appreciation  of  their  loyalty  and  faithful  co-operation, 
and  I  bespeak  for  my  successor  the  same  hearty  support  that  has 
been  accorded  to  me. 

9 
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SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY— Livingston  Seltzer. 


Our  schools  have  made  reasonable  progress  daring  the  past  year. 
The  educational  sentiment  is  good.  The  teachers,  with  a  few  ex- 
ceptions, are  improving  every  opportunity  to  better  qualify  them- 
selves for  their  work.  The  school  officers  and  the  citizens  have  con- 
fidence in  our  public  school  system,  and  all  are  trying  to  make  it 
reach  its  highest  efficiency.  This  effort  and  this  interest  are  giving 
our  county  better  schools. 

Independent  Districts. 

Here  we  find  the  best  schools.  Why?  Every  cent  spent  is 
directly  in  the  interest  of  the  children.  Here  we  find  the  heathiest 
educational  sentiment — frequent  visits  by  patrons,  literary  societies, 
etc. 

I  do  not  feel  that  I  can  report  an  entirely  successful  enforcement 
of  the  vaccination  law*  In  a  number  of  districts  there  was  littlf 
or  no  opposition  to  it,  while  in  others  the  opposition  was  so  strong 
teachers  feared  to  enforce  the  law,  believing  that  a  strict  enforce- 
ment would  reduce  the  attendance  to  the  extent  of  closing  the 
school.  One  thing  is  certain  that  a  strict  enforcement  of  this  law 
seriously  hinders  the  enforcement  of  the  compulsory  law.  If  an 
improvement  in  this  law  can  be  made  or  a  remedy  effected  whereby 
the  enforcement  of  these  laws  do  not  conflict  I  sincerely  hope  that 
the  next  Legislature  will  see  that  this  is  done.  We  thoroughly  agree 
with  State  Superintendent  Schaeffer  on  this  question  and  believe 
that  a  change  in  the  law  is  imperative. 

The  majority  of  directors  comprising  the  various  school  boards 
are  representative  men,  eager  to  improve  school  conditions  in  their 
respective  districts  and  public  spirited  enough  not  to  let  their  per- 
sonal feelings  influence  them  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  There 
are  still  a  few  who  seek  and  obtain  the  office  of  school  director  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  a  position  as  teacher  for  a  daughter  or  a 
friend,  often  rejecting  a  more  experienced  or  a  better  qualified 
teacher,  thus  sacrificing  the  best  interests  of  the  schools.  However, 
we  rejoice  that  the  people  are  taking  a  more  lively  interest  in  educa- 
tional matters  and  are  demanding  that  the  best  men  available  be 
elected  to  the  office  of  school  director.  We  believe  that  our  corps 
of  teachers  for  the  past  year  was  the  best  we  have  ever  had.  We 
do  not  mean  to  convey  the  impression  that  all  were  models  of  ex- 
cellence because  they  were  not.  Indeed,  some  were  failures,  but  on 
the  whole,  taking  all  things  into  consideration,  we  believe  their 
work  will  compare  with  that  of  any  other  teachers  in  similar  sec- 
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tions  of  the  Stale  Hut  while  the  character  of  their  work  is  so 
gratifying,  we  feel  thai  the  professional  qualifications  of  many  of 
them  could  be  considerably  improved. 

We  need  in  the  county  more  teachers  who  have  been  trained  for 
the  work;  those  who  have  been  subjected  to  a  thorough  preparation 
and  who  have  a  clear  understanding  of  (he  laws  of  mental  develop- 
ment. We  need  teachers  who  are  constantly  on  the  alert  to  im- 
prove not  only  themselves  but  their  schools.  The  sooner  we  get 
over  the  idea  that  any  one  who  possesses  a  little  knowledge  superior 
to  the  average  pupil,  is  fitted  to  teach,  the  better  it  will  be  for  our 
schools,  and  not  until  we  expect  more  from  our  teachers  will  the 
best  progress  be  made. 

Under  the  new  salary  law  we  should  be  able  to  secure  teachers 
who  have  had  special  training. 

The  law  on  out-buildings,  in  some  districts,  is  only  partially  ob- 
served. 

I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  directors  and  teachers  to  the  out- 
buildings at  our  schoolhouses,  many  of  which  are  a  disgrace,  and 
wholly  unfit  for  children  to  enter.  Directors  should  see  to  it  that 
these  buildings  are  in  proper  repair  before  the  opening  of  the 
schools,  and  then  give  the  teachers  to  understand  that  they  will  be 
kept  accountable  for  any  abuse  or  injury  done  them  by  the  pupils. 
With  a  little  care  and  oversight  on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  pupils 
can  be  taught  to  respect  these  buildings  on  school  property  as  much 
as  they  do  at  home.  Neglect,  on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  in  this 
respect  should  be  deemed  sufficient  cause  for  his  dismissal. 

In  my  school  visitations  considerable  attention  has  been  given  to 
the  matter  of  reading.  Any  method  that  fails  to  give  the  pupil 
power  to  help  himself  is  defective.  The  word  method  by  itself  is 
not  a  good  one.  It  does  not  give  the  pupil  power.  I  have  urged 
teachers  to  pay  attention  to  phonics,  believing  that  if  this  is  done 
intelligently  the  pupil  will  be  given  a  key  to  the  pronunciation  of 
new  words,  will  learn  to  read  with  greater  ease  and  will  take  greater 
delight  in  the  work. 

New  schoolhouses  were  built  in  Coal  Dale  borough,  Kline  town- 
ship and  Norwegian  township,  and  additional  rooms  were  fitted  up 
in  Schuylkill  township.  Hegins  township  has  under  course  of  con- 
struction a  new  four-room  additional  building  at  both  Hegins  and 
Valley  View. 

Saint  Clair  is  getting  ready  to  put  up  a  fine  high  school  building. 
Schuylkill  Haven  is  to  be  congratulated.  Its  citizens  are  clamor- 
ing for  better  buildings  and  better  facilities  and  its  progressive 
school  board  is  also  at  work  giving  the  town  what  it  has  needed  for 
many  years. 

Schuylkill  township  has  broken  ground  to  put  up  a  new  four- 
room  building  at  Tuscarora.     This  township  has  increased  from  five 
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schools  in  1905  to  eleven  in  1908.  Norwegian  is  also  at  work  again 
this  summer  giving  its  township  another  fine  building  at  Seltzer 
City. 

There  are  still  a  few  townships  that  should  move  ahead  and  either 
build  new  schoolhouses  or  repair  the  old  ones.  Several  are  contem- 
plating this. 

County  Institute  was  held  in  Pottsville  during  the  week  of 
December  16th.  Our  instructors  were  Dr.  A.  E.  Winship,  Dr.  Ira 
Woods  Howerth,  Miss  Ada  Van  Stone  Harris,  Dr.  A.  C.  Rotherinel, 
Supt.  O.  J.  Kern  of  Rockford,  111.,  and  Prof.  George  C.  Young, 
Musical  Director. 

Local  institutes  were  held  regularly  in  some  of  the  boroughs  and 
townships  and  the  monthly  meetings  of  the  Educational  Association 
were  enthusiastic. 

During  the  coming  winter  we  expect  to  make  a  special  effort' to 
revive  the  old-fashioned  debating  societies.  Stevens  district  (In- 
dependent) is  to  be  congratulated  in  this  respect.  The  directors  and 
the  teacher,  Mr.  Grant  E.  Delph,  organized  one  in  their  schoolhouse 
and  its  meetings  did  incalculable  good.  Money  was  raised  to  bur 
an  organ  also  a  number  of  excellent  books  to  start  a  library.  Good 
for  Stevens  district.     We  hope  many  others  will  do  likewise. 

With  thanks  to  all  who  have  aided  us  in  the  making  the  past  a 
successful  school  term,  we  submit  this,  our  third  annual  report. 


SNYDER  COUNTY— Geo.  W.   Walborn. 


The  year  just  closed  has  been  one  of  faithful,  zealous  work  on 
the  part  of  nearly  all  of  our  teachers.  The  increase  of  salary  has  a 
tendency  to  retain  our  best  teachers,  and  besides,  it  has  enabled 
us  to  gradually  raise  the  standard  of  qualifications  of  our  teachers, 
which  has  caused  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  efficiency  of  our 
schools. 

Thirteen  public  examinations  were  held.  One  hundred  and  eigh- 
teen applicants  were  examined,  of  which  twenty-five  were  rejected. 
Of  the  teachers  employed  during  the  year  five  are  college  graduates, 
three  Normal  school  graduates,  thirteen  hold  permanent  certificates, 
thirty-seven  professional  certificates,  and  seventy  hold  provisional 
certificates,  twenty  of  these  have  had  no  previous  experience  in 
teaching. 
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The  county  institute  was  held  in  Middleburg  during  the  week  be 

ginning  December  2.  All  the  teachers  were  present  but  two  whose 
absence  w.-is  caused  by  sickness.  Bupt.  L.  E.  McGinnes,  Dr.  Lee 
Francis  Lybarger,  Dr.  A.  0.  Aikens  and  Mrs.  Dr.  Brubaker  were  the 
instructors.  The  evening  entertainments  were  as  follows:  Monday 
evening,  an  elocutionary  entertainment  by  Mrs.  Sue  J.  Brubaker; 
Tuesday  evening,  a  lecture  by  Dr.  Lee  Francis  Lybarger  on  the  sub- 
ject, "Land,  Labor,  Wealth";  Wednesday  evening,  a  concert  by  The 
Commonwealth  Ladies'  Orchestra;  Thursday  evening,  a  lecture  by 
Rev.  Roland  Dwight  Grant,  subject:  "Snakes  in  Paradise."  Both 
day  and  evening  sessions  were  well  attended  by  teachers,  directors 
and  the  general  public.  The  improved  work  in  our  schools  during 
the  remainder  of  the  term  proved  the  value  of  this,  the  most  in- 
teresting and  most  valuable  institute  during  our  term  of  service. 

Joint  institutes  were  held  at  Richfield,  Independence,  Fternont, 
Middleburg,  Salem,  Freeburg  and  McClure.  These  meetings  are  be- 
coming more  popular  every  year  and  are  productive  of  much  good. 
These  meetings  bring  teachers,  parents  and  pupils  together  in  such 
a  way  as  to  cause  them  to  understand  one  another's  interests  all 
the  better  and  thus  prevent  much  of  the  friction  that  existed  in 
past  years. 

The  County  Convention  of  School  Directors  met  in  the  Court 
House  at  Middleburg,  January  15  and  16.  In  the  work  of  this  con- 
vention we  were  ably  assisted  by  Dr.  J.  I.  Woodruff,  of  Susquehanna 
University;  Dr.  F.  Fortney,  Esq.,  of  Belief onte;  and  Deputy  Super- 
intendent R.  B.  Teitrick.  The  Middleburg  Orchestra  furnished  ex- 
cellent music  at  the  evening  session.  Eighty-seven  of  the  one  hun- 
dred and  eight  directors  of  the  county  were  present  and  much  in- 
terest was  manifested  in  the  subjects  presented,  on  a  number  of 
which  the  directors  themselves  took  an  active  part  in  the  discus- 
sion. 

At  the  close  of  the  term,  examinations  were  conducted  for  those 
who  completed  the  prescibed  course  of  study.  Shamokin  Dam  Gram- 
mar School  graduated  five,  Swineford  Grammar  School  five,  Selin's 
Grove  High  School  nine,  Middleburg  High  School  ten. 

In  conclusion,  we  very  gratefully  acknowledge  the  kindness  of  the 
Department  of  Public  Instruction,  the  help  of  the  county  press  in 
publishing  matter  of  educational  import,  the  valuable  service  of 
teachers  and  directors  and  the  generous  assistance  and  hospitality 
of  the  good  people  of  Snyder  county.  Our  official  toga  now  passes 
to  another  head  and  our  fondest  hope  is  for  the  continued  progress 
of  our  public  schools. 
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SOMERSET  COUNTY— D.  W.  Seibert. 


In  reviewing  the  work  of  our  schools  for  the  past  year,  it  affords 
me  pleasure  to  report  that  advancement  of  a  permanent  character 
has  been  made.  And  I  believe  that  the  general  growth  of  our  public 
schools  has  clearly  met  the  expectation  of  those  who  are  in  touch 
with  popular  education. 

While  it  is  true  that  the  condition  is  such  as  to  warrant  a  gratify- 
ing view,  from  the  standpoint  of  improvement,  yet  it  is  well  to  re- 
member that,  with  all  the  encouraging  features,  we  have  some  very 
pressing  needs: 

One  of  these  needs  is  a  decidedly  stronger  educational  sentiment, 
such  as  can  only  be  brought  about  by  the  constant  work  of  all  good 
citizens  united  with  the  strongest  efforts  of  earnest,  intelligent 
teachers.  It  is  true  that  much  of  the  teacher's  time  must  be  given 
to  the  pupils,  but  at  the  same  time  the  teacher  should  also  con- 
sider it  his  duty  to  lead  in  the  development  of  a  strong  sentimenr 
in  favor  of  good  schools.  We  are  in  need  of  sentiment  that  will 
demand  the  best  teachers;  that  will  place  a  premium  on  the  best 
by  paying  salaries  in  proportion  to  the  service  obtained;  that  will 
sustain  the  teacher  in  the  right  use  of  his  authority  and  will  not 
allow  the  efforts  of  a  conscientious  teacher  to  be  destroyed  by  criti- 
cism, law  suits,  and  various  other  hindrances  placed  in  the  path  of 
progress  by  persons  who  are  either  not  in  sympathy  with  the  teacher 
and  the  school,  or  are  grossly  ignorant  of  what  should  be  accom- 
plished. On  the  contrar}r,  criticism  when  given  in  the  proper  spirit 
it  is  a  potent  source  of  good  and  a  tardy  criticism  which  would  with- 
hold an  advantage  in  the  improvement  of  the  school  is  even  more 
unjust  to  the  children  than  a  hasty  censure  by  a  citizen  who  is  com- 
petent to  give  it.  Many  of  our  teachers  who  are  doing  excellent 
work  woufd  accomplish  still  better  results  if  they  could  feel  that 
their  patrons  would  support  them  firmly  when  they  justly  deserve 
it. 

The  enforcement  of  the  compulsory  school  law  presents  another 
great  need.  The  law  has  many  supporters  and  is  steadily  gaining 
more,  but  its  enforcement  is  still  not  sufficiently  vigorous  to  catch 
that  small,  but  dangerous  class  that  is  growing  up  in  ignorance,  and 
forming  the  horrid  brood  of  habits  of  idleness,  dissipation  and  vice. 
The  danger  is  not  only  common  to  the  truants,  but  to  many  others 
who  are  enticed  to  follow  their  examples.  The  great  army  of  crimin- 
als receives  many  of  its  recruits  from  this  class.     That  every  law- 
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abiding  citizen  should  be  anxious  about  the  future  welfare  of  society 
goes  withoul  saying,  bnt  we  have  far  too  many  who  inarch  under 
this  banner,  that  encourage  truants  by  harboring  or  employing  them, 
and  thus  binder  the  cause  of  making  good  and  useful  citizens.  The 
[■<  ople  are  compelled  by  law  to  furnish  school  provision  for  all 
children  and  it  is  only  just  to  compel  the  attendance  of  chil- 
dren whose  parents  either  refuse  or  neglect  the  education  of 
their  offspring.  The  expenditure  is  incurred  for  the  truant,  as  well 
as  for  the  child  who  attends  and  no  director  should  hesitate  to 
perform  his  full  duty  for  the  good  of  the  child,  the  protection  of 
the  State,  and  the  welfare  of  society. 

Our  county  stands  in  need  of  township  high  schools.  While  it  is 
true  that  many  have  access  to  the  borough  high  schools,  as  a  rule, 
this  privilege  is  beyond  the  means  of  the  poorer  children,  for  the 
reason  that  they  are  not  able  to  pay  car  fare  or  boarding,  and  do 
not  have  other  conveniences  for  travelling  the  necessary  distances. 
It  is  sad  to  limit  the  poor  youth  to  a  common  school  education  when 
our  State  has  so  adequately  made  provision  whereby  High  School 
privileges  may  be  brought  within  reach  of  all.  We  sincerely  trust 
that  the  people  of  all  our  districts  will  soon  awaken  to  a  sense  of 
the  duty  they  owe  to  the  children  and  will  not  cease  laboring  until 
the  township  high  school  advantage  becomes  the  heritage  of  every 
child. 

With  very  few  exceptions,  our  towns  have  excellent  school  build- 
ings and  creditable  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  construction 
of  buildings  in  our  rural  school  districts  within  recent  years,  but 
it  can  be  clearly  seen  that  we  are  still  woefully  short  in  the  matter 
of  providing  houses,  and  school  sanitation  is  not  receiving  the  at- 
tention that  its  importance  demands.  The  selection  of  sites  is  gov- 
erned to  a  very  great  extent  by  the  least  possible  cost,  and  as  a 
result  the  location  is  frequently  bad  and  unattractive.  The  school 
ground  is  usually  too  small  and  not  adapted  to  the  use  of  school 
children,  and  the  matter  of  preparing  it  is  looked  upon  as  a  need- 
less expense.  Many  of  the  houses  are  small  and  have  insufficient 
space  for  the  proper  seating  and  necessary  movements  of  pupils. 
They  are  often  erected  without  regard  to  heating,  lighting,  and  ven- 
tilating. The  windows  are  frequently  found  on  three  sides  of  the 
room  no  provision,  other  than  windows,  is  made  for  the  escape  of 
the  air  laden  with  impurities.  The  heat  is  not  equally  diffused,  and 
as  a  result  portions  of  the  room  are  overheated,  while  others,  par- 
ticularly the  floors  in  our  one-room  houses,  are  too  cold. 

The  county  institute,  which  is  recognized  as  an  indispensable 
means  of  stimulating  the  professional  training  of  teachers,  was  held 
during  the  week  commencing  November  25th,  1907.  The  attendance 
of  teachers  was  almost  perfect,  and  as  large  a  number  of  the  citizens 
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and  friends  of  education  as  could  be  admitted,  were  present  at  every 
session.  The  instruction  as  given  by  Dr.  Ruric  N.  Roark,  Dr.  S.  D. 
Fess,  Prof.  Geo.  W.  Little,  and  Prof.  Jerry  March,  was  of  the  highest 
order  obtainable. 

The  eighteenth  annual  session  of  the  Directors'  County  Associa- 
tion was  held  in  the  Court  House  at  Somerset,  Pa.,  January  14th 
and  loth,  1908.  Able  instruction  was  given  by  Prof.  R.  M.  McNeal, 
of  the  Department  ot  Education,  and  Dr.  W.  T.  Sherman  Gulp,  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio.  A  greater  number  of  directors  were  present  than 
at  any  previous  meeting.  The  large  attendance  of  the  general  pub- 
lic was  also  gratifying.  Many  interesting  discussions  on  questions 
confronting  the  director  in  his  multiplicity  of  duties  were  freely  pai» 
ticipated  in  by  those  present,  and  much  profit  was  derived  there- 
from. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation  to  the 
directors  of  the  county  for  their  liberal  support  and  courtesy,  to  the 
county  press  for  frequent  favors;  to  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction for  advice;  and  to  the  people  for  their  kindness  and 
hospitality. 


SULLIVAN  COUNTY— J.  E.  Reese  Killgore. 


It  is  indeed  a  pleasure  at  the  close  of  my  first  term  as  superin- 
tendent of  Sullivan  county  to  report  that  the  schools  have  advanced 
in  all  lines  of  work  and  that  the  evidences  of  this  advancement  are 
substantial  and  convincing.  To  organize  the  educational  forces  of 
the  county,  to  arouse  a  healthy  and  vigorous  educational  sentiment 
among  the  people,  to  awaken  the  conscience  of  the  teachers,  and  to 
increase  and  improve  the  opportunities  afforded  for  the  education 
of  the  boys  and  girls, — these  are  the  problems  to  the  solution  of 
which  the  superintendent  must  bend  his  energies.  To  attain  these 
results  there  must  be  secured  the  co-operation  and  sympathy  of  all 
those  upon  whom  any  portion  of  the  responsibility  may  rest.  And, 
if  success  at  least  crowns  the  effort,  all  unite  in  rejoicing,  feeling 
that  the  success  more  than  compensates  for  the  sacrifices  made  in 
its  attainment. 

We  believe  that  the  schools  of  Sullivan  county  have  made  sub- 
stantial progress.  We  believe  that  we  have  better  schools  today 
than  ever  before,  and  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  every 
boy  and  every  girl  will  receive  a  full  measure  of  the  blessings 
afforded  by  an  efficient  system  of  public  education. 


No.  6.  SULLIVAN    COUNTY.  109 

During  the  term  of  office  now  ended,  it  has  been  our  aim  to  adept 
and  adapt  a  uniform  course  of  study  and  to  increase  the  Dumber 
of  public  high  schools  until  every  boy  and  every  girl  in  the  county 
should  have,  near  at  hand,  every  opportunity  of  procuring  thai  equip- 
ment for  useful  living  made  necessary  by  present  conditions. 

In  the  effort  put  forth  to  attain  these  ends  we  have  received  the 
active  co-operation  of  all  those  upon  whom  any  portion  of  the  re- 
sponsibility rests.  It  has  been  our  invariable  experience  to  find 
teachers  and  directors  supporting  every  effort  and  working  with  us 
faithfully.  In  no  instance  has  a  board  of  directors  failed  to  respond 
to  a  request  for  action  and  in  few  instances  have  the  teachers  failed 
to  co-operate  in  any  movement  inaugurated.  We  should  be  ungrate- 
ful indeed,  if  we  should  fail  to  express  the  full  measure  of  our  ap- 
preciation as  it  is  to  this  sympathy  and  assistance  that  we  would 
attribute  any  success  that  may  have  attended  our  labors. 

A  uniform  course  of  study  has  been  adopted  and  followed  in  every 
district.  Through  its  operation  we  are  able  to  reach  every  boy  and 
girl  in  the  county;  we  know  what  work  is  being  done  in  every  school; 
and  parents,  teachers,  directors  and  superintendent  are  enabled  to 
work,  co-operating  for  a  common  end.  Systematized,  definitely  out- 
lined work  has  been  presented  which,  in  spite  of  the  objections  so 
frequently  advanced  against  it,  has  resulted  in  a  marked  improve- 
ment in  the  work  of  the  schools. 

Ten  high  schools  are  now  in  operation  placing  high  school  privil- 
eges within  the  reach  of  all.  Our  boys  and  girls  are,  on  an  average, 
less  than  three  miles  distant  from  a  good  high  school.  These  schools 
are  doing  good  work.  The  enrollment  is  increasing  very  encourag- 
ingly, while  the  number  of  graduates  last  year  was  nearly  three 
times  as  great  as  it  was  three  years  ago.  These  graduates  leave 
the  school — some  to  higher  institutions  of  learning,  others  to  the 
active  duties  of  life,  but  all,  by  their  increased  usefulness,  give  ample 
justification  for  all  that  their  training  schools  have  cost  us. 

Monthly  teachers'  meetings  have  been  held  at  convenient  centers. 
The  teachers  have  been  unusually  faithful  in  attending  these  meet- 
ings, averaging  over  six  meetings  per  teacher  annually.  This  is,  we 
think,  a  highly  creditable  showing.  The  attendance  at  our  mass 
meetings  has  been  very  encouraging.  The  interest  has  been  good, 
while  the  discussions  convince  us  that  all  are  alive  to  the  full  meas- 
ure of  their  responsibilities  even  though,  through  the  weakness  of 
the  flesh,  we  sometimes  fall  short  of  the  ideal. 

Dr.  0.  C.  Ellis  and  Hon.  O.  T.  Corson  were  our  institute  instruc- 
tors, with  the  music  in  charge  of  Prof.  Frank  Hornet.  Dr.  Ellis  lec- 
tured Monday  evening,  while  the  entertainments  were  presented  by 
the  Mendellsohn  Concert  Company,  The  Houstons,  and  the  Montauk 
Ladies'  Quartette.     The  institute  was  successful  and  did  much  to 
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inspire  the  teachers  to  a  higher  and  nobler  appreciation  of  their 
duties  and  responsibilities. 

The  sessions  of  the  Directors'  Association  become  more  interesting 
and  profitable  each  year.  The  attendance  this  year  exceeded  that  of 
former  years,  and  there  was  a  more  evident  disposition  on  the  part 
of  the  directors  to  participate  in  the  discussions.  The  meeting  was 
the  best  we  have  ever  held.  Hon.  Emerson  E.  Collins  was  with  us 
and  did  much  to  contribute  to  the  success  of  the  meeting. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion for  the  help  and  encouragement  it  has  given  me;  the  teachers 
for  their  co-operation  and  the  faithfulness  with  which  they  have 
labored  to  discharge  the  full  measure  of  their  duties;  the  directors, 
not  only  for  their  sympathy  and  encouragement,  but  also  for  a 
unanimous  re-election  at  an  increased  salary. 

Trusting  that  the  future  holds  in  store  still  greater  things  for  the 
boys  and  girls,  I  pledge  myself  anew  to  the  interests  of  this  cause 
so  near  and  dear  to  us  all. 


SUSQUEHANNA  COUNTY— Geo.  A.  Stearns. 


A  general  review  of  the  past  school  year  gives  us  the  impression 
that  there  has  been  some  progress  along  educational  lines. 

Fewer  complete  failures  have  been  noted,  and  an  increased  attend- 
ance at  teachers'  meetings  and  reading  circles  indicates  a  greater 
desire  to  improve  upon  present  methods.  Several  personally  con- 
ducted meetings  were  held  in  different  parts  of  the  county,  and  we 
are  firmly  impressed  with  the  value  of  these  informal  gatherings 
where  even  the  timid  feel  free  to  ask  questions  and  express  their 
ideas.     We  regret  that  time  does  not  admit  of  more  of  them. 

In  December,  a  program  was  outlined  for  meetings  to  be  held 
simultaneously  throughout  the  county.  Unfortunately,  the  day  was 
one  of  the  most  inclement  of  the  season;  but  most  districts  carried 
out  the  work  at  an  adjourned  date. 

The  Teachers'  Association  held  two  very  profitable  and  well  at- 
tended sessions,  and  the  county  institute  met  with  the  usual  words 
of  commendation.  Dr.  E.  L.  Kemp,  of  East  Stroudsburg,  gave  two 
practical  addresses  before  the  Association,  while  the  institute  was 
under  the  instruction  of  Miss  Maude  Willis,  Dr.  D.  J.  Waller,  Jr., 
Dr.  O.  T.  Corson,  Prof.  A.  A.  Killian,  Dr.  A.  T.  Smith,  and  State  Sup- 
erintendent Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer. 
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The  average  length  of  term  was  increased  four  days.  Only  three 
districts  found  it  necessary  to  close  al  the  end  of  six  months,  while 

six  closed  last  year  at  the  end  of  that  time. 

Teachers  are  becoming  more  and  more  impressed  with  the  neces- 
sity Of  greater  uniformity  and  definiteness  in  our  rural  school  work. 
Students  who  enter  high  school  too  often  find  themselves  unduly 
weak  in  one  or  two  subjects,  and  require  a  year  to  adjust  them- 
selves to  the  new  requirements.  The  Teachers'  Association  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  take  this  problem  under  advisement,  and  it 
recommended  that  a  uniform  course  of  study  be  formulated  for  all 
schools  having  a  seven  month  term,  covering  nine  years  or  work  for 
the  common  branches.  It  is  expected  to  have  it  ready  for  use  the 
coming  term. 

The  six  township  high  schools  are  being  placed  upon  a  stronger 
basis  than  heretofore,  and  four  borough  schools  have  asked  for  state 
recognition. 

The  salary  act  crippled  some  of  our  districts  financially,  and  there 
was  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  some  to  retrench  by  refusing  to 
employ  those  holding  the  higher  grades  of  certificates.  All  will, 
however,  adjust  themselves  to  the  new  conditions  in  a  short  time. 
This  recognition  of  higher  certificates  by  the  salary  act  will  have 
a  very  salutary  effect,  providing  the  issuing  of  certificates  of  pro- 
ficiency is  done  with  that  end  in  view.  Last  year  about  fifteen  per 
cent,  of  those  holding  the  higher  grades  of  certificates  were  refused 
the  certificate  of  proficiency  because  they  did  not,  in  our  estima- 
tion, quite  measure  up  to  the  new  standard  of  teaching  which  the 
increase  in  salary  has  a  right  to  expect.  We  believe  that  it  is  our 
duty  to  require  a  higher  degree  of  professional  skill  for  the  grant- 
ing of  professional  certificates,  and  that  greater  care  be  given  to  the 
endorsement  of  applications  for  normal  school  diplomas.  Not  every 
graduate  of  a  Normal  school  proves  himself  worthy  of  twenty-five 
per  cent,  increase  in  salary  after  two  years  of  teaching.  Methods, 
discipline,  personality  can  now  be  duly  recognized  and  rewarded,  and 
the  superintendent  has  the  power  to  do  it. 

Many  school  houses  in  the  county  are  much  in  need  of  paint, 
paper  or  ceiling,  while  a  few  need  more  general  repairs  to  make 
them  attractive. 

Daring  the  past  three  years  we  have  tried  to  emphasize  the  im- 
portance of  more  thorough  and  systematic  work  in  the  three  "R's." 
We  shall  continue  to  urge  the  necessity  of  this  work,  and  hope  to 
encourage  better  work  all  along  the  line. 

We  are  grateful  to  directors,  teachers,  and  the  public  in  general 
for  their  support,  and  appreciate  favors  extended  by  the  county 
press  and  by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 
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TIOGA  COUNTY— W.  R.  Longstreet. 


The  past  year  has  been  in  most  respects  encouraging.  Teachers 
have  worked  with  their  usual  zeal;  school  officers,  with  a  few  ex- 
ceptions, have  manifested  real  interest  in  their  work,  and  patrons 
generally  have  shown  a  spirit  to  co-operate  with  officers  and  teachers. 

The  fortieth  annual  session  of  the  County  Teachers'  Institute  was 
held  at  Wellsboro,  Nov.  4  to  8,  inclusive.  The  instructors  were  Drs. 
Ira  W.  Howerth,  Chicago  University;  R.  M.  McNeal,  Department 
Public  Instruction;  Andrew  Thomas  Smith,  Mansfield,  State  Normal; 
Hamlin  E.  Cogswell,  Indiana  State  Normal;  Supt.  Chas.  Lose,  Wil- 
liamsport,  and  Prof.  O.  L.  Warren,  Elmira,  N.  Y. 

The  sessions  were  well  attended  and  the  interest  most  gratify- 
ing.    We  never  had  a  better  institute. 

On  Wednesday  and  Thursday  of  the  same  week  the  County  Direc- 
tors' Association  was  held  in  the  Court  House  at  Wellsboro.  The 
attendance  was  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  Association,  num- 
bering over  one  hundred,  and  the  interest  was  never  better.  It  was 
a  most  profitable  meeting.  In  fact,  the  work  of  our  educational 
meetings  in  general  were  throughout  the  year  highly  meritorious. 
The  work  of  these  meetings,  with  the  exception  of  our  annual  in- 
stitute, is  done  almost  wholly  by  the  teachers  of  the  county. 

I  have  examined  three  hundred  and  twenty-two  (322)  applicants 
for  teachers'  certificates,  and  have  granted  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
one  (181)  provisional  and  thirteen  (13)  professional  certificates,  re- 
jecting nearly  forty  (40)  per  centum  of  all  applicants. 

With  the  present  wages,  I  believe  there  is  every  reason  why  our 
young  people  should  make  thorough  preparation  before  entering 
upon  the  vocation  of  teaching.  The  teacher  should  know  well  the 
branches  that  he  teaches.  He  is  a  far  stronger  teacher  if  he  knows 
well  branches  beyond  those  he  expects  to  teach.  I  do  not  examine  ap- 
plicants for  particular  schools.  Such  a  policy  would  soon  lower  our 
standard.  It  is  often  said  to  me,  "She  may  not  be  able  to  pass  an 
examination,  but  our  school  has  no  advanced  pupils,  she  will  teach 
them  all  right."  And  here  is  where  many  people  are  in  error. 
The  backward  school  needs  a  good,  capable  teacher  as  well  as  the 
more  advanced  school.  If  the  teacher  with  good  natural  ability  and 
little  training  will  succeed,  she  will  do  far  better  with  more  train- 
ing. 

The  attendance  of  our  children,  excepting  in  a  few  districts  when 
the  enforcement  of  the  law  making  vaccination  compulsory  was 
opposed,  has  been  above  the  average. 
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At  the  close  of  the  year  l  gave  nearly  six  hundred  Certificates  of 
Award  for  perfect  attendance.  Many  received  reriiiicates  for  three, 
four,  and  live  years,  and  two  for  seven  years'  perfect  attendance. 

As  one  of  our  needs  I  would  mention  a  closer  inspection  of  school 
properly  and  a  more  regular  visitation  of  schools  by  directors.  There 
are  too  many  directors  who  have  very  little  or  no  personal  know- 
ledge of  their  schools.  Teachers  and  pupils  are  hardly  able  to  re- 
cognize them  when  they  meet.  This  is  a  wrong  condition.  Teach- 
ers, pupils,  directors  and  patrons  should  be  well  acquainted.  A 
more  frequent  and  regular  visitation  would  do  away  with  so  many 
misunderstandings,  and  would  be  a  stimulus  to  the  indifferent 
teacher  and  an  encouragement  to  the  faithful  teacher;  and  when 
they  come,  let  it  be  in  a  helpful  spirit  with  the  questions,  "Can  I 
help  you  in  any  way?     What  do  you  need?" 

I  close  this  report,  thanking  all  who  have  in  any  way  contributed 
to  the  success  of  our  schools,  educational  meetings  and  educational 
interests  in  general,  and  gratefully  acknowledging  the  many  cour- 
tesies received  from  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 


UNION  COUNTY— D.  P.  Stapleton. 


The  past  year's  work  gives  gratifying  evidence  of  progress  in  the 
schools  of  Union  county.  On  every  hand  is  noticed  a  firmer  stabil- 
ity in  the  work  of  education.  Teachers  have  never  been  more  faith- 
ful and  earnest  in  their  work,  endeavoring  to  discharge  their  sacred 
duty.  They  have  always  been  ready  and  anxious  to  co-operate  with 
the  county  superintendent  in  any  effort  in  furthering  the  aims  of 
education. 

Less  trouble  than  usual  was  manifest  during  the  year  in  keeping 
good  order  in  the  school  room.  No  failures,  to  the  extent  of  leaving 
the  school  room,  have  been  noted  in  this  county  for  ten  years. 
Special  attention  has  always  been  given  to  weak  places.  All  schools 
have  been  visited  twice,  and  many  three  and  four  times,  that  the 
best  results  might  be  attained. 

Sixteen  examinations  were  held,  ninety-eight  provisional  certifi- 
cates granted.  The  standard  has  continued  high,  which  has  caused 
not  a  few  rejections  for  teachers'  certificates.  Many  school  build- 
ings received  attention  during  the  summer  vacation.  This  not  only 
pleased  the  County  Superintendent  and  pupils,  but  the  communities 
assumed  a  more  aggressive  school  spirit  and  standing  in  the  county. 
There  still  remains  work  to  be  done  along  this  line.  . 
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There  are  six  high  schools  in  the  county,  two  of  which  were  organ- 
ized during  the  year.  All  have  been  doing  excellent  work.  Lewis- 
burg  has  nine  months  term,  Miltiinburg  eight,  the  other  four  seven 
months  each.  This  latter  term  is  too  short  in  which  to  thoroughly 
complete  the  required  studies  for  the  township  high  school.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  term  will  be  increased  to  eight  months  by  another 
year. 

Hartley  Township  High  School,  under  the  direction  of  Prof.  H.  M. 
Showalter,  graduated  nine  ladies  and  gentlemen;  Mifflinburg,  Prof. 
A.  R.  Gilbert,  principal,  graduated  eleven  ladies  and  gentlemen; 
Lewisburg,  Prof.  0.  F.  Dewire,  principal,  graduated  sixteen  ladies 
and  gentlemen.  The  county  course  of  study,  below  the  high  school 
was  completed  by  seven  pupils  in  Mazeppa  Grammar  School;  five 
in  Kelly  \  ten  in  White  Deer,  all  of  which  held  graduating  exercises 
and  received  diplomas.  A  large  central  class  from  scattering  dis- 
tricts was  also  examined  by  the  County  Superintendent  and  the 
worthy  ones  awarded  diplomas.  The  endeavor  to  complete  these 
several  courses  of  study  is  steadily  striven  for  and  increasing  in 
favor.  More  than  six  hundred  pupils  have  completed  the  several 
courses  during  our  incumbency. 

The  several  teachers'  organizations  are  in  most  excellent  condition. 
Every  township  has  its  organization.  The  County  Teachers'  Asso- 
ciation, in  both  fall  and  spring  sessions,  rendered  most  profitable 
and  enjoyable  programs.  Eighty  per  cent,  of  the  teachers  of  the 
county  belong  to  the  County  Teachers'  Association. 

The  County  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  December  30-January  3d. 
The  instructors  were  Dr.  Henry  R.  Sanford,  conductor  of  institutes 
of  N.  Y.;  Supt.  James  Coughlin,  Wilkes-Barre;  ex-Supt.  R.  M.  Mc- 
Neal,  Harrisburg;  ex-Supt.  B.  R.  Johnson,  Lewisburg;  Dr.  John  Mc- 
Farlan,  Philadelphia;  and  Rev.  E.  P.  Bailey,  Bloomsburg.  Excellent 
lectures  were  delivered  at  evening  sessions  by  Judge  Alfred  Ellison, 
Dr.  H.  R.  Sanford  and  Supt.  J.  M.  Coughlin.  The  DeKoven  Male 
Quartette  and  Reader  gave  a  delightful  evening.  Papers  and  dis- 
cussions were  given  by  Profs.  C.  S.  Kniss,  H.  M.  Showalter,  A.  R. 
Gilbert,  Geo.  F.  Clapp  and  W.  C.  Burns. 

Seventeen  educational  meetings  and  district  institutes  were  held 
during  the  year,  which  continued  to  arouse  good  school  sentiment. 
Two  hundred  and  fifteen  such  meetings  have  been  held  during  our 
several  terms.  Each  year  increases  the  attractiveness  of  the  school- 
room in  making  it  a  home  for  children.  I  find  sixty-one  schools  sup- 
plied with  school  maps  of  good  quality,  twenty-six  organs  and  pianos, 
sixteen  libraries  with  a  few  state  traveling  libraries  and  four  com- 
mercial museums.  Many  schools  are  well  supplied  with  apparatus 
for  teaching  physiology.  With  a  little  more  effort  on  the  part  of 
directors,  all  desks  may  be  put  in  a  commendable  condition.  This 
has  been  done  to  the  praise  of  many  individual  directors  and  boards 
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of  control.  During  the  several  terms,  225  teachers'  examinations 
were  held,  L,215  teachers  examined,  and  3,500  visits  made  to  schools. 

College  and  private  Bchools  are  in  a  flourishing  condition.  Buck- 
nell  University  with  her  many  departments,  with  the  Academy  and 
Female  Seminary,  never  had  a  larger  number  of  students  and  more 
progressive  faculty.  Dr.  J.  II.  Harris,  president,  and  his  co-workers 
deserve  great  praise  in  university  building. 

Prof.  II.  W.  Firth,  Principal  of  Union  Seminary,  New  Berlin,  has 
met  with  great  success  in  adding  several  new  courses  of  study.  Tie- 
institution  now  has  100  students,  many  of  whom  are  preparing  for 
teaching. 

Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  favored 
the  Lewisburg  schools  with  his  presence  in  company  with  the  County 
Superintendent  on  March  2d.  This  visit  was  highly  appreciated  by 
the  pupils  and  teachers  of  Lewisburg. 

The  Directors'  Convention  was  held  January  30th.  Nearly  all  of 
the  directors  were  present  and  enjoyed  a  very  profitable  day.  Supt. 
D.  P.  Stapleton;  directors,  C.  M.  Hays,  W.  O.  Shaffer,  J.  N.  Glover, 
C.  A.  Noll,  D.  A.  Miller,  J.  H.  Troxel,  J.  L.  Fessenden,  Supt.  Cough- 
lin,  and  Prof.  R.  M.  McNeal  were  the  speakers. 

Death  entered  the  school  directors'  ranks  and  removed  from  our 
midst  W.  E.  Eberhart  of  West  Buffalo  township.  Mr.  Eberhart 
was  at  one  time  a  leader  in  the  county  among  the  teaching  profession. 
When  elected  director,  he  displayed  the  same  leadership  in  his  new 
relation.  He  was  secretary  of  the  Directors'  Association,  but  was 
unable  to  attend  because  of  sickness.  He  was  the  moving  spirit 
of  the  West  Buffalo  teachers'  organization.  His  efforts  in  education 
and  for  good  will  long  be  remembered.  He  has  gone  to  meet  his 
reward. 

In  concluding  this,  my  twelfth  annual  report,  we  wish  to  thank  the 
teachers,  citizens,  directors  and  county  press  for  their  co-operation 
in  the  work  of  education  and  bespeak  for  my  successor  the  same  co- 
operation which  has  brought  success  to  our  efforts. 


VENANGO  COUNTY- -Dallas  W.  Armstrong. 


The  educational  work  in  this  county  this  year  is  characterized  by 
a  more  intelligent  co-operation  among  its  various  school  factors. 
The  teachers  are  to  be  commended  not  only  for  their  actual  school- 
room work,  but  for  their  enthusiasm  in  a  more  thorough  prepara- 
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tion  for  it;  the  school  directors  for  their  faithfulness  in  their  many 
duties  affecting'  the  welfare  of  the  schools;  the  parents  for  their 
appreciative  support  and  many  helpful  suggestions. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  ways  in  which  the  above  mentioned 
character  of  the  work  was  emphasized: 

1st.  Every  minister  in  the  county  was  requested  to  preach  a  ser- 
mon on  the  first  Sunday  of  September  affecting  the  interest  of  the 
common  school.  The  ministers  without  an  exception  very  heartily 
endorsed  this  plan,  and  in  nearly  every  instance  complied  with  the 
request. 

2nd.  There  were  seventeen  local  institutes  held  in  the  various 
parts  of  the  county  during  the  year.  With  one  or  two  exceptions, 
these  meetings  had  a  good  attendance  of  parents,  pupils  and  patrons, 
and  had  on  an  average  twenty-three  teachers,  and  four  school  direc- 
tors present. 

3rd.  There  were  Farmers'  Institutes  held  at  Dempseytown  and 
at  Emlenton.  The  programs  at  both  places  had  the  help  of  the 
teachers  and  the  pupils. 

4th.  February  21st  was  designated  as  Patrons'  Day.  Part  of  this 
day  was  given  to  the  regular  program,  and  part  to  a  specially  pre- 
pared program.  Upwards  of  two  thousand  parents  were  in  the 
schools  of  the  count}'  on  this  day.  By  these  four  ways  the  interest 
of  the  parents  in  their  school  was  very  materially  advanced. 

We  visited  all  of  the  schools  of  the  county  once,  and  a  number  of 
them  several  times.  In  order  to  obtain  a  closer  supervision,  each 
teacher  was  asked  to  report  by  grades  the  name,  age,  address,  and 
the  parents'  name  of  each  pupil  enrolled  in  their  respective  schools. 
Also  each  teacher  was  asked  to  give  a  summarized  monthly  report 
upon  blanks  specially  prepared  for  this  purpose;  these  monthly  re- 
ports were  made  in  duplicate,  one  copy  retained  by  the  secretary 
of  the  school  board,  and  the  other  copy  sent  to  this  effice. 

The  young  teachers  of  the  county  were  asked  to  some  to  Franklin 
on  August  22nd  to  attend  a  meeting  arranged  especially  for  them; 
this  meeting  was  to  give  the  young  teachers  some  necessary  help 
in  the  beginning  of  the  school,  and  proved  most  satisfactory  in  every 
particular.  Although  it  was  planned  for  the  young  teachers,  almost 
one-fourth  of  the  teaching  force  of  the  county  was  present.  Miss 
Susan  Runniuger,  of  Utica,  Pa.,  addressed  the  meeting  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  "Primary  Reading";  Prof.  W:  G.  Ladds,  Franklin,  Pa.,  upon 
"The  importance  of  a  Good  Beginning";  County  Superintendent  F. 
F.  Foltz,  Mercer,  Pa.,  upon  "Shoulds  and  Should-nots  in  Teaching." 

The  Venango  County  School  Directors'  Association  held  its  annual 
meeting  in  Franklin  on  Wednesday,  December  4th.  The  organiza- 
tion was  as  follows:    President,  C.  M.  Vincent,  Pleasantville;  Vice- 
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Presidents,  EL  <i.  English,  Siverly,  and  \Y.  V.  Smith,  Sandycreek; 
Treasurer,  J.  B.  Osborn,  Oilcreek;  Secretary,  Robert  X.  Speer,  Sugar- 
creek.  This  meeting  had  the  largest  enrollment  of  directors  in  the 
history  of  the  organization.  County  Superintendent  R.  S.  Penheld, 
Butler  Pa.,  gave  an  excellent  address.  The  other  numbers  on  the 
program  were  given  "by  the  directors  of  the  county,  and  each  one 
was  instructive,  practical,  and  interesting. 

The  annual  County  Institute  was  held  in  Franklin  December  1G- 
20..  Many  of  our  oldest  teachers  pronounced  it  the  most  practical 
and  beneficial  in  every  respect  of  any  ever  held  in  this  county.  The 
day  instructors  were  as  follows:  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  State 
Superintendent  of  Fublic  Instruction,  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Dr.  Frank 
\\*.  Hays,  Grove  City  College,  Grove  City,  Pa.,  Supt.  James  M. 
Coughlin,  Superintendent  of  Schools,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.,  Prof. 
Charles  H.  Albert,  Bloomsburg  Normal  School,  Bloomsburg,  Pa., 
Lucile  M.  Hinnian,  Edinboro  Normal  School,  Edinboro,  Pa.  The 
evening  entertainments  were  given  by  Dr.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  "Dtt,  Gen. 
Sweeney,  and  the  Parland-Newall  Company. 

Cliutonville  Boro  this  year  completed  their  school  building  of  two 
recitation  rooms,  and  an  auditorium  with  a  seating  capacity  of  about 
four  hundred.    This  is  one  of  the  best  school  buildings  in  the  county. 

Plum  Township  organized  a  Township  High  School  this  year. 
All  of  the  high  schools  in  the  county  have  given  especial  attention 
to  their  Courses  of  Study  in  order  that  the  high  school  laws  of  the 
State  may  be  complied  with  strictly.  In  conjunction  with  this  the 
standard  of  admission  to  the  high  schools  was  made  higher.  There 
were  about  sixty  pupils  graduated  from  the  high  schools  this  year. 

Twice  during  the  year  there  were  sent  out  to  all  of  the  eighth 
grade  classes  prepared  "test-lists"  of  questions.  These  served  their 
purpose  very  well,  and  at  the  close  of  the  school  term  one  hundred 
fifty-six  candidates  were  granted  county  eighth  grade  diplomas. 

We  thank  the  directors,  the  teachers,  and  the  many  friends  of 
education  in  this  county  for  their  co-operation  during  the  year;  the 
press  for  its  kindness  in  reporting  the  proceedings  of  our  various 
school  meetings;  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  its  assis- 
tance in  the  administration  of  the  duties  of  this  office. 


WARREN  COUNTY— Orlo.  J.  Gunning. 


June  1,  1908,  chronicled  the  close  of  a  successful  school  year  in 
Warren  county. 
10 
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At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  new  school  buildings  at  Pitts- 
field  and  Lander,  were  occupied  for  the  first  time,  for  school  use. 
These  buildings  are  of  brick,  each  having  four  well  lighted  and  well 
ventilated  rooms,  heated  with  furnaces,  well  equipped  and  up  to 
date. 

The  county  institute  was  held  at  Warren  during  the  week  be- 
ginning October  21,  the  meeting  was  very  satisfactory  in  all  respects, 
the  attendance  lacking  but  two  per  cent,  of  being  perfect. 

Among  the  able  instructors  present,  none  received  quite  so  much 
attention  as  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  who  honored  and  helped  us  during 
the  week. 

The  series  of  local  institutes  were  a  source  of  much  help  to  our 
teachers,  the  attendance  at  these  meetings  was  unusually  good. 

The  Indian  School  has  been  under  the  care  of  Elnor  Damon  Gris- 
wold  during  the  year,  and  has  been  unusually  successful. 

The  State  appropriated  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  at  the 
last  session  of  the  legislature,  to  fence,  paint,  reseat  and  otherwise 
improve  the  school  on  the  Indian  lands  and  the  buildings  and 
grounds  present  a  very  tidy  and  homelike  appearance,  since  these 
improvements  were  made.  The  outlook  is  encouraging.  Owing 
largely  to  the  encouragement  given  by  the  State,  our  educational 
conditions  seem  to  be  improving. 

Better  pay  for  the  teachers,  a  larger  appropriation  of  money  to 
the  district  and  the  extending  of  the  state  aid  to  the  borough  and 
city  high  schools,  should  improve  our  work.  In  this  way  teachers 
may  be  stronger,  the  standard  of  excellence  raised,  making  it  possi- 
ble to  place  the  youth  in  line,  where  he  may  become  an  abler  and  a 
better  citizen. 

The  establishment  of  the  township  high  school,  we  believe,  is  a 
movement  that  is  worthy  of  being  fostered  and  strengthened.  If 
the  child  can  be  educated  at  home,  he  will  be  more  apt  to  retain  his 
love  for  his  home.  The  child  educated  away  from  home,  is  seldom 
satisfied  with  what  his  country  home  affords,  is  apt  to  become  dis- 
contented, to  gravitate  towards  the  marts  of  trade,  to  get  into  the 
cities,  where  he  maj  or  he  may  not  succeed.  The  many  farms  for 
sale  in  the  rural  districts  too  often  can  be  traced  to  this  cause. 

The  township  high  school  will,  if  properly  instituted  and  sus- 
tained, present  opportunities  for  an  education  in  the  atmosphere 
best  adapted  to  educational  work,  will  strengthen  the  memories  and 
love  for  the  home,  will  fill  our  little  hamlets  with  an  intelligent  and 
contented  class  of  artisans  well  equipped  to  do  their  part  on  the 
stage  of  national  action. 

This  report  concludes  my  work  as  county  superintendent  of 
schools.  I  wish  to  thank  the  many  faithful  helpers,  who  have  so 
loyally  held  up  my  hands,  during  the  past  nine  years.     I  ask  that  the 
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same  cheerful  cooperation  be  extended  to  my  successor  which  1  am 
huw  will  be.  1  wish  also  to  thank  the  Depart  ment  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion for  courtesy  and  help,  the  press,  and  all  other  helpful  in- 
fluences that  have  aided  ine  in  this  pleasant  field. 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY— Frank  K,  Hall. 


The  schools  of  1907  and  1908  closed  auspiciously.  It  was  a  year, 
if  not  the  only  one  with  rue  that  had  so  little  friction,  it  was  not 
noticeable;  government  every  where  good;  instruction  above  the 
average,  and  the  interest  was  manifested  all  along  the  line. 

One  strong  evidence  of  interest  was  the  few  resignations  on  the 
part  of  teachers.  In  fact  the  teachers  showed  by  adhering  to  their 
work,  they  were  enjoying  the  positions  they  were  filling.  The 
general  satisfaction  was  manifested  on  the  part  of  the  officials  in 
not  having  many  unfavorable  reports  for  the  county  superintendents. 

The  year  began  with  its  usual  examinations.  Number  of  ex- 
aminations, 11;  candidates  for  certificates,  488;  professional  certifi- 
cates, 15;  provisional  certificates,  304;  failed,  169.  We  were  sifting 
the  classes  for  the  best  teachers  available.  So  long  as  directors 
continue  to  call  for  such  teachers,  there  are  hopes  for  our  schools. 

Too  many  young  teachers  devote  their  time  concerning  what  the 
wages  are  going  to  be  rather  than  what  kind  of  work  they  are  going 
to  do.  They  put  wages  before  a  knowledge  of  science  and  art  in 
teaching.  They  generally  fail.  If  the  inquirer  is  a  young  man,  he 
wants  the  principalship  of  a  township,  although  he  has  taught  but 
a  term  or  two.  He  can't  classify  or  organize  a  single  ungraded 
school,  yet  he  wants  to  try  a  township.  All  he  sees  in  the  job  is 
money.    Know  first  your  work,  then  look  to  the  pay. 

A  longer  term  and  better  pay  were  powerful  motives  in  influencing 
and  heightening  the  tone  of  our  schools.  These  are  right  when  worth 
wins. 

The  innovations  adopted  the  past  few  terms  were  closely  adhered 
to  the  entire  year.  Officials  and  patrons  looked  after  the  schools 
with  patriotic  closeness.  The  year  closed  with  our  schools  in  a 
prosperous  condition.  They  never  measured  up  to  the  same  stan- 
dard before.  In  every  particular  the  schools  in  Washington  county 
show  health  and  growth,  progress  and  success. 
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We  acknowledge  a  feeling  of  pride  in  them  when  we  recognize  the 
magnitude  of  their  work  and  the  force  utilized  therein  for  the  educa- 
tion of  our  little  people.  From  the  primary  to  the  high  school 
the  growth  in  the  last  12  years  has  been  phenomiual. 

In  1896  when  I  came  into  this  office,  there  were  four  borough 
high  schools;  to-day  there  are  12.  The  first  rural  high  school  was 
established  at  Cross  Creek  in  1807;  now  there  are  10  in  the  county. 
From  the  schools  of  two  rooms  to  the  highest  graded  schools,  there 
is  not  to  be  found  among  all  the  principals  a  failure,  not  one.  The 
schools  have  thus  never  been  found  with  such  an  array  of  intellec- 
tual leadership.  Since  I  came  into  office  this  is  the  first  year  there 
has  been  so  little  trouble  of  some  nature  from  the  high  school 
teachers.    All  has  been  peace  and  harmony. 

Never  in  the  history  of  the  schools  of  the  county  has  there  been 
such  a  large  progressive,  spirited,  assemblage  as  at  the  Directors' 
Convention  at  County  Institute.  They  came  from  all  parts  of  the 
county.  The  institute  is  the  annual  educational  treat.  The  attitude 
of  the  directors  to  the  schools  the  last  few  years  is  much  improved; 
they  give  them  more  attention;  they  are  more  interested  in  teachers, 
grounds,  fences,  and  the  general  appearance  of  the  schools. 

This  is  the  last  year  of  my  superintendency.  It  is  the  end  of 
twelve  years  of  hard  work  and  pleasure.  The  schools  are  at  their 
best.  We  had  the  offer  of  a  continuation  in  office,  but  health  would 
not  permit.  At  the  election  .May  5,  Prof.  L.  R.  Crumrine  of  East 
Washington  was  elected  to  succeed  me.  He  is  a  teacher  of  ex- 
perience and  we  feel  the  schools  will  make  progress.  We  wish 
for  them  prosperity,  and  success  to  our  successor. 

We  are  thankful  to  the  officials  at  Harrisburg  for  their  generous 
assistance;  to  the  press  for  itsjoyalty  to  the  schools,  and  its  help 
in  every  particular;  to  the  directors  for  their  good  cheer;  to  the 
teachers  for  their  loyalty  in  the  work,  and  the  general  public  for 
its  encouragement  in  the  efforts  to  educate  the  children. 


WAYNE  COUNTY— David  L.  Hower. 


In  submitting  this,  my  twelfth  and  last  annual  report,  I  have 
nothing  new  or  unusual  to  present.  There  has  been  a  great  improve- 
ment in  the  efficiency  of  the  teachers  in  many  instances,  while  the 
conditions  of  the  new  minimum  salary  law  have  been  a  great  incen- 
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tive  to  secure  a  higher  grade  certificate  and  consequently  a  better 
salary.  Some  Btrong  teachers  who  contemplate  leaving  the  profes- 
sion have  decided  to  remain.  The  law  has  had  one  of  the  most 
stimulating  effects  of  any  act  passed  for  many  years.  The  attend- 
ance has  been  good  and  much  strong  work  was  done  by  the  teachers, 
this  being  especially  true  of  our  high  schools.  Practically  every  high 
school  in  the  county  has  had  a  larger  attendance  thau  ever  before. 
The  graduating  classes  of  these  schools  were  large  and  generally 
well  prepared,  and  many  young  people  go  out  this  spring  well 
equiped  for  the  duties  of  life  or  for  higher  work. 

Our  annual  institute  was  held  November  11-15,  and  was,  as  usual, 
a  greal  success.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  Dr.  Charles  C. 
Ellis,  and  Prof.  John  T.  Watkins.  The  evening  entertainments  were 
given  by  Albert  Armstrong,  the  Boston  Concert  Company,  Gen. 
Z.  T.  Sweeney,  and  the  Parland-Newhall  Co.  As  an  evidence  of  the 
increased  interest  manifested  by  the  public  it  is  only  necessary  to 
compare  the  amount  received  this  year  for  evening  entertainments, 
$443.40,  with  that  received  in  1896,  $101.90. 

Our  directors  convened  in  their  twelfth  annual  session,  Nov.  15 
and  16.  One  hundred  and  seven  directors  attended,  the  largest  num- 
ber in  the  history  of  the  association.  Dr.  Ellis  and  Dr.  Fess  de- 
livered inspiring  addresses,  Col.  Geo.  W.  Bain  delivered  one  of  his 
favorite  lectures  in  the  evening,  and  the  directors  discussed  sub- 
jects of  interest  on  Saturday. 

The  two  meetings  of  the  County  Teachers'  Association  were  held 
at  Pleasant  Mount  and  Waymart.  These  fall  and  spring  meetings 
have  become  a  strong  feature  of  the  school  work,  and  much  good  is 
being  accomplished.  Many  of  the  district  institutes  were  excep- 
tionally helpful. 

Sterling  township  is  completing  a  new,  concrete,  four-room  build- 
ing and  will  have  a  high  school  next  year.  Thus  ten  of  the  twenty- 
two  townships  in  the  county  are  blessed  with  high  schools — a  very 
creditable  showing.  Clinton  township  also  built  a  new  two-story 
building  near  Forest  City. 

Common  school  diplomas  were  issued  to  103  pupils. 
Not  being  a  candidate  for  re-election,  this  concludes  my  work  as 
superintendent  of  the  schools  of  this  county.  It  is  sincerely  hoped 
that  the  schools  and  the  general  conditions  have  made  some  pro- 
gress during  these  years.  Ten  township  high  schools  have  been  es- 
tablished; County  Directors'  and  County  Teachers'  Associations  have 
been  organized  and  have  held  regular  meetings  each  year;  district 
institutes  were  regularly  conducted;  the  courses  of  study  in  our 
boroughs  and  townships  have  been  revised  and  enlarged;  more  than 
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half  of  our  rural  schools  have  procured  libraries;  regular  rural 
school  examinations  have  been  planned  by  the  superintendent;  com- 
mon school  diplomas  were  issued,  these  admitting  to  our  high 
schools  without  an  examination.  During  my  incumbency  I  have 
driven  in  the  discharge  of  my  official  duties,  about  30,000  miles.  In 
a  number  of  things  my  expectations  were  far  from  being  reached, 
but  these  will  be  improved  as  the  years  go  by. 

I  am  very  grateful  for  the  many  courtesies  extended  to  me  by  the 
good  people  of  the  county,  by  the  directors,  teachers,  pupils  and  the 
public  press.  Specially  do  I  appreciate  the  gift  of  a  valuable  dia- 
mond ring  from  the  teachers  as  a  token  of  their  esteem. 


WESTMORELAND  COUNTY— Robert  C.  Shaw. 


The  schools  of  Westmoreland  County  have  made  rapid  progress 
during  the  year  just  closed.  The  teachers  of  the  county  did  better 
work  than  they  have  done  in  any  year  of  my  term  of  office.  Our 
teachers  are  beginning  to  make  teaching  a  profession  rather  than  a 
business.  A  large  number  of  the  best  teachers  attended  professional 
schools  during  their  vacation  and  are  taking  every  opportunity  to 
improve  their  work. 

Of  nearly  six  hundred  visits  made  by  the  superintendent  only 
three  teachers  were  found  who  were  failing  entirely  in  their  school 
work.  Among  the  others  the  character  of  the  work  for  the  most 
part  was  of  a  high  order. 

The  general  interest  in  the  advancement  of  the  schools  of  the 
county  by  the  directors  and  their  willingness  to  assist  in  the  school 
work  deserve  special  mention. 

The  work  of  improvement  in  school  rooms  and  other  school  prop- 
erty still  goes  on.  Especial  interest  along  this  line  was  manifested 
in  North  Huntingdon  Township  and  in  the  Boroughs  of  Irwin  and 
Latrobe. 

In  most  of  our  townships  local  institutes  were  held  and  a  very 
great  deal  of  interest  was  taken.  This  cannot  be  said  of  all  how- 
ever. Some  of  our  teachers  seemed  very  indifferent  in  regard  to  this 
work. 

An  association  of  our  superintendents  and  principals  called  "The 
Westmoreland  County  Superintendents'  and  Principals'  Association" 
was  organized  with  sixty-two  (62)  members.     We  held  four  meet- 
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Ings  during  the  year,  [nteresting  programs  were  arranged  for  and 
carried  out.  All  who  are  engaged  in  supervisory  work  took  an  active 
pari  in  these  meetings.  In  addition  to  (ho  program  given  by  the 
members  of  Hie  Association  we  had  excellenl  addresses  by  Dr.  T.  B. 
Noss,  California,  Pa,,  Rev.  John  B.  Kendall,  Greensburg,  Pa.,  Dr.  S. 
It.  Lenhart,  Western  Theological  Seminary,  Allegheny,  Pa.,  Dr.  Geo. 
W.  Gerwig,  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Control,  Allegheny,  Pa.,  and 
Attorney  John  8.  Rilling,  Erie,  Pa.,  the  latter  being  a  member  of  the 
Educational  Commission  appointed  by  Governor  Stuart. 

We  are  glad  to  report  the  interest  shown  in  establishing  libraries 
and  in  increasing  the  equipment  of  those  already  established.  This 
increased  interest  is  largely  due  to  the  generosity  of  Mr.  A.  L. 
Kiester,  a  benevolent,  progressive  and  public  spirited  citizen  of 
Scottdale,  Pa.,  who  donated  three  thousand  ($3,000)  dollars  to  be 
used  in  establishing  libraries  in  the  three  township  high  schools, 
Allegheny,  Mr.  Pleasant,  and  East  Huntingdon.  A  great  deal  of 
care  was  taken  in  the  selection  of  the  books  for  these  libraries.  The 
books  are  to  be  used  by  all  the  citizens  of  these  districts.  An  effort 
was  made  to  get  books  to  suit  all  the  needs  of  these  rural  districts, 
almost  one  hundred  (100)  volumes  being  devoted  to  farm  work,  such 
as  fruit-growing,  stock-raising,  bee  culture,  dairying,  etc. 

The  attention  of  all  the  teachers  of  the  county  was  called  to  the 
unlimited  good  which  must  result  from  such  a  gift.  As  a  result 
there  was  increased  activity  along  this  line  in  many  districts  of  the 
county.  Several  libraries  were  started  and  those  already  started 
were  furnished  with  new  collections  of  books. 

The  work  doue  by  the  nineteen  high  schools  deserves  especial  men- 
tion. We  are  endeavoring  to  build  up  the  high  schools  of  our  county 
both  in  regard  to  number  and  efficiency.  Our  school  boards  are 
taking  more  interest  than  ever  before  in  this  matter.  The  very  best 
teachers  available  are  employed.  Nearly  all  our  high  school 
teachers  are  college  or  university  graduates.  Our  Boards  are  willing 
to  pay  almost  any  salary  in  order  to  get  good  high  school  teachers. 

Our  County  Institute  was  conceded  by  all  to  be  the  best  ever  held 
in  the  county.  The  instructors  were  instructors  in  fact,  not  merely 
entertainers.  The  interest,  attention,  and  order  thoughout  the  en- 
tire week  were  perfect.  We  had  an  enrollment  of  nine  hundred  forty 
(940)  teachers.  An  effort  was  made  to  get  the  best  talent  available 
and  the  following  list  of  instructors  will  show  that  this  has  been 
accomplished. 

Dr.  S.  C.  Schmucker,  West  Chester,  Pa. 

Dr.  Jonathan  Rigdon,  Danville,  Ind. 

Dr.  Geo.  E.  Vincent,  Chicago  University,  Chicago. 
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Dr.  W.  H.  Crawford  President  of  Allegheny  College,  Meadville. 

Dr.  Theo.  B.  Noss,  California,  Pa. 

Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  Clarion,  Pa. 

Miss  Nannie  Mackrell,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Prof.  Robt.  J.  McDowell  (music)  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

The  evening  lectures  and  entertainments  were  of  a  very  high 
order.    They  were  as  follows: 

Monday  evening,  December  16.  Dr.  Edward  Amherst  Ott,  (lec- 
ture) Chicago,  111. 

Tuesday  evening,  December  17.  Mr.  Leland  Powers,  (recital) 
Boston,  Mass. 

'Wednesday  evening,  December  18.  Dr.  Geo.  E.  Vincent,  (lecture) 
Chicago,  111. 

Thursday  evening,  December  19.  Dr.  Newill  Dwight  Hillis,  (lec- 
ture) Brooklyn. 

Friday  evening,  December  20.  Parland-Newhall  Male  Quartet 
(concert). 

The  Directors'  Convention  was  held  during  the  week  of  the 
County  Institute,  19th  and  20th  of  December.  The  meeting  was  one 
of  the  largest  and  most  enthusiastic  yet  held.  The  program  was  as 
follows: 

Thursday. 

President's  Address.    Dr.  E.  E.  McAdoo. 
Address,  The  Teacher's  Tenure  of  Office.     Dr.  Schinucker. 
At.  1:30  o'clock  p.  m.  the  directors  met  with  the  teachers  in  the 
institute. 

Thursday  evening  at  8  o'clock,  lecture,  Dr.  N.  D.  Hillis. 

Friday,   A.   M. 

Address,  Uniform  Course  of  Study  for  the  High  Schools  of  the 
County.    Supt.  Thomas  S.  March. 

Discussion  of  the  Subject,  Dr.  E.  P.  Weddell,  Jeff.  W.  Taylor,  John 
Stevenson,  E.  J.  Hays,  Rev.  E.  H.  Dickinson,  Arthur  Clock,  Dr.  I.  O. 
Hess,  Geo.  H.  Henry. 

Address,  What  should  be  the  teachers'  preparation?  Prof.  A.  T. 
Horton. 

Discussion  of  Subjects,  Craig  McClelland,  Dr.  Ross  H.  Speer,  John 
Cook,  W.  S.  Cochran,  I.  V.  Henry,  Edward  George,  S.  A.  DeWitt, 
A.  L.  Murdoch,  A.  T.  Beli,  S.  T.  Slater. 

Address,  Recent  School  Legislation,  Jas.  L.  Kennedy,  Esq. 
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Discussion  of  the  Subjects.  T.  N.  Buell,  (i.  W.  Stough,  IT.  II. 
Fisher,  Z.  T.  Silvis,  Dr.  W.  J.  Walker,  A  Ivan  Leech,  John  L. 
Bidinger,  ('has.  Wallers,  II.  (1.  Beamer,  R.  A.  Dornon. 

Address,  The  Director  and  His  Work.    Dr.  Theo.  B.  Noss. 

Friday,  P.  M. 

Address,  Necessity  for  Township  Principals.  Trot".  J.  D.  Anderson, 
member  of  Executive  Committee  of  State  Association. 

Address,  The  Question  of  the  Truant,  A.  H.  Bell,  Esq. 

Discussion  of  Subject,  Oapt.  W.  S.  Finney,  S.  F.  Clark,  Rev.  Hub- 
bard, J.  S.  McLaughlin,  H.  C.  Hamill,  J.  H.  Lohr,  G.  R.  Kuhns,  Dr. 
A.  A.  Beacoin,  James  Irwin. 

Address,  Dr.  Jonathan  Rigdon. 

Address,  How  may  the  Directors  Help  the  Teacher?    F.  A.  Dugan. 

Discussion  of  Subjects,  G.  W.  Knuppenburg,  Arthur  Gardner,  Dr. 
I.  L.  Cochran,  H.  S.  Robinson,  G.  M.  Jobe,  Edward  Marsh,  A.  B. 
Kerr,  S.  C.  Kelley,  Dr.  E.  H.  Graham,  J.  J.  Clements. 

Other  Subjects  Discussed. 

1.  Obstacles  to  Progress  in  our  Public  Schools. 

2.  Laws  that  need  attention. 

3.  Care  and  Culture  of  the  Teacher. 

4.  Needed  Reforms  in  Rural  Schools. 

In  conclusion,  we  wish  to  thank  the  directors  of  the  county  for 
their  assistance  in  carrying  on  the  important  work;  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction  for  promptness  in  answer  to  inquiries,  and 
the  press  of  the  country  for  fairness  in  reporting  the  work  of  the 
schools. 


WYOMING  COUNTY— Frank  H.  Jarvis. 


Twelve  years  ago,  when  I  first  assumed  the  duties  of  my  present 
position,  we  had  in  Wyoming  County,  thirty-one  school  districts  and 
one  hundred  and  thirty  one  schools.  The  average  length  of  term 
was  7.02  months.  The  average  salary  of  male  teachers  was  $34.90, 
and  of  female  teachers  $26.22  per  month.  For  the  year  just  closed 
we  had  138  schools  distributed  among  32  districts.  The  average 
length  of  term  was  a  little  more  than  7.43  months.  The  average 
salary  of  male  teachers  was  $54.33  and  of  female  teachers  $44.45. 
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I  believe  the  year's  work  just  closed  is  one  of  the  most  successful 
of  my  administration.  Our  teachers  are  touched  with  an  enthusiastic 
spirit  of  improvement,  a  most  gratifying  evidence  of  progress.  Since 
better  salaries  prevail,  more  noble  efforts  are  being  made  by  them 
to  qualify  for  better  work.  A  much  larger  percentage  of  teachers 
and  young  people  attended  Normal  Schools,  Academies,  Preparatory 
Schools  and  Colleges  and  read  educational  books  and  papers,  than 
previously. 

Our  Professional  reading  course  consists  of:  Educational  Founda- 
tions, Butler's  The  Meaning  of  Education,  Seeley's  History  of  Educa- 
tion, Biglow's  How  Nature  Study  Should  Be  Taught,  and  the 
Classics,  Shakespeare's  Merchants  of  Venice,  and  Lowell's  Sir  Laun- 
fall.  For  professional  certificates  in  addition  to  above,  candidates 
were  examined  in  Gwynn's  The  Master  of  English  Literature  and 
Search's  An  Ideal  School. 

As  a  result  of  our  regular  teachers'  examinations,  102  provisional 
certificates  and  three  professional  certificates  were  granted,  and 
twenty  nine  persons  were  rejected. 

In  nearly  93  of  the  schools  the  Scriptures  are  read;  many  of  the 
schools  were  opened  by  prayer.  Singing  is  a  very  good  exercise,  and 
I  heartily  recommend  its  adoption  in  every  school. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-five  of  the  one  hundred  and  thirty  eight 
schools  were  visited.  A  few  of  the  schools  were  visited  twice.  The 
length  of  time  spent  in  each  school  was  from  one  and  one-half  to 
three  hours. 

Of  138  teachers  employed  during  the  year,  92  discharged  their  duty 
faithfully,  32  gave  reasonable  satisfaction,  while  14  gave  evidence 
that  they  had  mistaken  their  calliug.  Twenty-one  were  teaching 
their  first  term,  thirty-one  held  the  professional  certificate,  three  of 
whom  did  not  give  satisfaction.  The  greatest  complaint  against 
those  teachers,  who  failed  to  give  satisfaction,  was  on  account  of 
carelessness,  and  neglect  of  duty  and  government.  A  number  of 
young  men  every  year  apply  for  schools,  who  do  not  intend  to  make 
teaching  a  business,  but  merely  make  it  a  stepping-stone  to  some- 
thing they  consider  higher. 

It  is  generally  among  this  class  where  the  failures  occur,  and  such 
care  too  little  about  the  school  and  mainly  seem  to  wish  to  put  in 
the  time  with  as  little  labor  as  possible. 

On  March  21,  six  central  examinations  were  held.  Sixty  pupils 
having  been  recommended  therefor,  were  examined,  twenty-five  of 
whom  passed  entitling  themselves  to  take  final  examinations  for 
county  diplomas,  April  18,  twenty  took  final,  as  given  by  the  county 
superintendent  at  the  county  seat,  fifteen  were  successful.    Those 
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averaging  above  90  per  rent,  were,  viz:    Central,  Marcella  Corcoran 
90£  per  cent.,  Margaret  o'Maia  95  L-20  per  cent.  (Windham  Twp.). 

Final.  Margaret  O'Maia  1)8  4-11  per  cent.,  Marcella  Corcoran 
973-11  per  rent.  (Windham  Twp.),  Elsie  Miner  90  9-11  per  cent. 
(Easton  Twp.),  all  three  entitling  themselves  to  honorable  mention 
for  excellence  in  scholarship. 

Our  borough  and  township  high  schools  did  excellent  work  and 
clearly  demonstrated  the  wisdom  of  furnishing  the  boys  and  girls 
the  same  advantage  as  in  cities.  "What  is  more  needed  in  our  public 
school  system  is  a  plan  by  which  children  who  would  hate  school 
under  ordinary  circumstances,  may  become  interested  in  their 
studies.  While  I  cannot  criticise  our  most  excellent  high  school 
system,  yet  it  seems  that,  to  an  extent,  the  object  of  our  public 
school  system  is  being  robbed  of  its  purpose  when  it  provides  a  pre- 
paratory course  for  the  few,  and  fails  in  giving  to  the  many  a 
grammar  school  education.  On  the  whole  I  am  pleased  over  the 
work  done  along  the  lines  of  secondary  education  as  well  as  those 
of  elementary  education. 

Our  County  Institute  was  well  attended  by  advanced  pupils  and 
the  general  public.  For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  county 
every  teacher  in  the  county  was  present  at  the  opening  of  the  first 
session  of  the  institute.  Of  this  record  we  feel  pleased,  knowing 
that  the  teachers  of  no  county  in  Pennsylvania  deserve  any  more 
credit  for  having  a  better  record  in  point  of  institute  attendance. 
The  results  of  the  institue  instruction  were  seen  in  the  schools  dur- 
ing the  balance  of  the  year. 

The  thirteenth  annual  session  of  the  School  Directors'  Association 
was  held  in  Piatt's  Opera  House,  Tunkhannock,  Pa.,  Tuesday  Dec.  10, 
1907.  Important  school  questions  were  discussed  in  a  practical  way 
by  the  directors  and  others.  State  Supt.  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer 
and  Hon.  W.  W.  Stetson  gave  addresses  which  were  full  of  rich 
food  thoughts  for  the  directors. 

As  a  rule  our  directors  are  representative  citizens  and  they  con- 
duct our  school  affairs  in  an  honest  and  intelligent  manner.  The  com- 
mon schools  should  be  made  so  good  that  the  rich  man  can  find  no 
better  anywhere  for  his  children  and  so  complete  that  the  poor  man 
may  give  to  his  children  a  liberal  education.  To  accomplish  this,  the 
people  must  feel  the  necessity  of  a  careful  choice  of  teachers  and  not 
criticise  the  higher  salaries  that  are  being  paid  to  the  faithful 
workers.  The  patrons  have  shown  marked  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  the  schools,  and  there  has  been  less  dissatisfaction  expressed 
with  the  work  of  the  teachers,  and  the  general  administration  of 
school  affairs  than  in  former  years.    However  there  have  been  some 
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criticism,  but  in  most  instances  only  when  and  where  is  was  just  and 
appropriate.  Under  such  harmonious  conditions  the  work  in  our 
schools  has  only  been  satisfactory  and  productive  of  rich,  fruitful 
results,  but  pleasant  to  all  concerned. 

I  wish  to  thank  all  those  who  have  so  loyally  aided  me  in  my 
work,  and  who  have  stood  by  the  cause  of  education  whether  pre- 
sented by  me  or  not,  and  who  have  tried,  as  I  have,  to  do  their  whole 
duty.  And  especially,  at  this  time,  am  I  gratified  to  the  school 
directors  of  the  county  for  the  confidence  they  have  in  me,  and  for 
the  honor  they  have  conferred  upon  me,  as  it  was  expressed  in  their 
action  in  the  triennial  convention  assembled  on  May  5,  1908,  in  re- 
electing me  to  a  fifth  term  by  such  a  handsome  majority — it  being 
distinctly  shown  that  politics,  religion,  and  selfish  motives  which  too 
often  become  potent  factors  in  choosing  a  County  Superintendent, 
were  not  to  prevail. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  be  untrue  to  myself,  if  in  this  connection 
I  did  not  acknowledge  the  prompt,  just  and  faithful  aid  from  the 
Department  of  Pubilc  Instruction  at  Harrisburg.  I  wish  to  thank 
the  teachers  of  the  county  for  their  loyal  support  and  many  kind- 
nesses and  to  express  to  the  people  of  the  county  my  thorough  ap- 
preciation they  have  conferred  upon  me  by  permitting  me  to  serve 
them  as  in  the  past.  It  is,  indeed,  impossible  to  name  all  who  have 
given  aid  in  the  administration  of  our  public  schools.  But  in  con- 
cluding this  report  I  cannot,  refrain  from  calling  attention  to  the 
services  which  the  press  has  rendered  to  our  system  of  schools. 
The  children  owe  a  debt  of  profoundest  gratitude  to  the  editors  of 
the  newspapers  for  their  unanimous  assistance  in  arousing  the 
public  to  the  need  and  value  of  a  good  education  being  had  by  the 
young  people  of  to-day  who  are  to  be  the  men  and  women  of  to-mor- 
row. Let  the  good  work  go  on  until  the  schools  of  Wyoming  County 
shall  in  every  respect,  rival  the  best  in  the  United  States  of  America. 


YORK  COUNTY— Charles  W.  Stine. 


By  comparing  the  results  achieved  during  the  past  year  with 
those  of  former  years,  we  sec  much  to  encourage  us,  and  we  are 
full  of  hope  and  confidence  in  the  belief  that  the  new  year  will  be 
marked  with  still  further  progress. 

Most  of  the  districts  have  taken  pains  to  elect  good,  liberal 
minded  men  to  the  office  of  school  director. 
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The  educational  progress  lias  been  marked  by  higher  salaries  paid 
to  teachers,  and  better  percentage  of  attendance  <>n  the  pari  of  the 
pupils  than  the  preceding  year.  Teachers  were  better  qualified,  and 
manifested  more  zeal  in  their  work,  while  pal  ions  appeared  to  appre- 
ciate (heir  services  and  commend  their  efforts  to  secure  regular 
attendance. 

Three  new  school  houses  were  erected  during  the  year,  and  a 
number  of  old  houses  have  been  repaired  and  furnished  with  up  to 
date  furniture,  while  a  few  have  been  supplied  with  new  black- 
boards and  globes. 

The  whole  number  of  visits  made  to  schools  was  616,  and  the 
average  time  spent  in  each  school  was  one  hour  and  fifteen  minutes, 
in  some  districts  I  was  accompanied  by  the  board  of  directors  in 
a  body  while  visiting  their  schools,  in  other  districts  one  or  more 
of  the  directors  accompanied  me  through  the  whole  district. 

In  these  visitations  attention  was  given  to  the  methods  of  govern- 
ing, classification,  the  manner  of  imparting  instruction,  progress, 
ventilation,  cleanliness  and  the  general  appearance  of  the  school 
room  and  its  surroundings. 

It  has  been  my  aim  not  only  to  learn  the  capacity  of  the  teacher, 
and  to  make  private  suggestions  to  him  when  I  thought  it  advisable, 
but  also  to  cultivate  a  personal  acquaintance  with  the  pupils  and 
endeavor  to  encourage  them  in  their  work  by  friendly  remarks  and 
suggestions  along  the  line  of  their  duties. 

The  Annual  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  during  Thanksgiving 
Week,  November  25,  26,  27,  28,  29,  1907. 

The  instructors  were  as  follows:  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer;  Dr.  O.  T. 
Corson,  Columbus,  Ohio;  Dr.  I.  W.  Howerth,  University  of  Chicago; 
Prof.  Paul  M.  Pearson,  Swarthmore,  Pa.;  Dr.  E.  T.  Jeffers,  York,  Pa.; 
Dr.  E.  O.  Lyte,  Millersville,  Pa.;  Dr.  A.  0.  Rothermel,  Principal 
State  Normal  School,  Kutztown,  Pa.  and  Prof.  E.  B.  Bailey,  Blooms- 
burg,  Pa.  as  director  of  music. 

The  Directors'  Association  met  in  a  two  day  session  in  the  month 
of  January,  there  were  three  hundred  and  four  directors  present. 

There  were  16  Local  Institutes  held  in  different  parts  of  the  county 
during  the  year,  they  were  well  attended  by  the  teachers,  and  in 
most  cases  by  patrons  as  well. 

District  institutes  were  held  monthly,  in  all  the  districts  except 
one. 


July  8th,  1908  must  ever  be  memorable  in  the  history  of  Wells- 
ville,  this  county.    On  that  date  a  public  school  building  was  dedi- 
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cated  which  was  the  gift  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Young  and  family 
of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  a  memorial  to  a  deceased  son,  to  be  known  as 
the  William  Wells  Young  Memorial  Public  School  and  Library.  The 
site,  building,  and  furnishings  were  given  at  a  cost  of  $30,000.00  on 
behalf  of  Mrs.  Eichard  Young,  who  was  a  native  and  school  girl  of 
the  district. 

Inasmuch  as  this  public  school  building  and  its  site  is  so  far  be- 
yond that  which  is  usually  thought  sufficient  for  the  country  dis- 
tricts, I  have  asked  Mr.  B.  F.  Willis,  Architect,  of  York,  who  has 
had  many  years  experience  in  the  erection  of  improved  school  build- 
ings, including  the  York  High  School,  and  who  was  present  as  an 
invited  guest  of  the  donors  on  that  occasion,  to  write  a  description 
of  the  building  together  with  some  remarks  of  his  own  on  the  nec- 
essity and  possibilities  of  the  country  school  from  the  architect's 
point  of  view.  In  response  Mr.  Willis  writes  as  follows: 
Dear  Sir: 

In  accordance  with  your  request  for  a  description  of  the  William 
Wells  Young  Memorial  school,  I  beg  to  reply  as  follows. 

Mr.  Franklin  Green  of  New  York  City  is  the  architect  of  the  new 
structure    at    Wellsville. 

The  site,  some  two  acres  in  extent,  is  ideally  located  in 
the  village  of  Wellsville,  closing  as  it  does  the  long  vista  of  the  main 
village  street.  The  vista  however  is  only  seemingly  closed  for  when 
we  come  to  the  foot  of  the  gently  rising  hill  at  the  top  of  which  the 
structure  is  located,  the  street  makes  a  right-angled  turn  to  right 
and  left,  forming  a  T  shaped  intersection  of  the  streets  with  the 
building  in  the  distance,  showing  almost  exactly  in  elevation. 

The  perspective  views  of  the  building  from  the  parallel  street, 
forming  the  head  of  the  T,  as  seen  on  the  right  and  on  the  left 
hand  are  also  very  interesting.  When  the  site  has  been  planted 
with  trees  and  shrubbery,  massing  the  same  at  the  back  as  Mr. 
Young  has  explained  to  the  writer  is  his  intention,  the  effect  of 
the  building  against  the  dense  foilage  will  be  indescribably  beautiful 
in  combination  with  the  materials  of  construction. 

Mr.  Green  the  architect,  has  most  happily  conceived  his  silhouette 
of  ground  plan  in  that  he  has  made  it  to  conform  in  T  outline,  co- 
inciding with  the  streets  above  referred  to.  The  front  or  stem:  part 
of  the  T  forms  the  library  portion  of  the  structure,  while  the  head  of 
the  T  houses  the  three  class  rooms. 

The  style  of  the  building  and  the  materials  of  construction  have 
been  carefully  studied  by  the  architect.  The  design  is  a  quaint  type 
of  the  Old  English  Manorial  Houses  of  Old  England,  which  is  so 
charming  to  all  of  us. 
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The  structure  is  one  principal  story  in  height  only,  with  a  base- 
ment elevation  from  grade  of  about  live  feet.  The  walks  up  to  the 
square  of  the  gables  are  built  in  a  thick  and  substantial  manner  of 
iron  stone  boulders  that  were  gathered  from  the  surface  of  Mr. 
5Toung's  farms  in  the  vicinity,  without  dressing  or  tool  marks  on 
the  weather-beaten  faces  exposed  to  view  in  wall. 

The  selection  of  these  stones,  their  workmanship  and  treatment 
of  joints  is  charming  to  the  eye,  the  color  being  a  reddish  brown, 
like  that  of  rusty  iron.  The  gables  are  finished  in  rough  stucco, 
panelled  in  wood,  after  the  English  manner.  The  roof  is  covered 
with  baked  clay  red  tiles,  diamond  shape.  The  woodwork  of  the 
cornices  and  exposed  rafters  is  finished  in  dark  brown.  The  small 
glass  paned  sashes  and  window  frames  are  finished  in  ivory  white. 

All  will  readily  see  that  when  the  green  of  the  grass,  shrubbery, 
and  trees  has  been  developed  it  will  leave  nothing  to  be  desired 
in  the  way  of  an  appropriate  setting  and  beautiful  design  for  a  rural 
school. 

The  building  is  entered  from  the  front  through  two  large  vesti- 
bules, at  grade  level,  one  at  either  side  of  library  extensions.  There 
are  also  two  exits  directly  from  school  rooms  on  rear.  The  descent 
to  the  two  large  play  rooms  in  the  basement,  one  for  girls  and  one 
for  boys,  is  by  stairs  located  in  the  front  entrance  vestibules.  The 
steam  heating  and  ventilating  plant  is  also  located  in  the  basement 
story.  From  vestibule  floors  the  three  school  rooms  and  library 
are  reached  by  short,  broad  stairs. 

The  three  school  rooms  of  forty  pupils  capacity  each  are  sepe- 
rated  by  heavy  sliding  partitions  with  glass  at  the  top,  double  faced 
slate  black  boards,  placed  at  the  usual  height,  and  wrood  panelling 
for  the  other  parts.  These  partitions  when  closed  form  a  perfect 
separation,  when  rolled  apart  it  makes  the  three  rooms  practically 
one,  with  a  floor  area  of  twenty-four  by  ninety-eight  feet. 

Abundant  blackboard  space  has  been  provided  in  the  school 
rooms.  The  library  room  is  of  about  the  same  floor  area  as  one  of  the 
class  rooms. 

The  ceilings  are  thirteen  feet  in  the  clear,  finished  with  heavy 
ceiling  beams  which  together  with  all  other  wood  finish  throughout 
is  made  of  oak  finished  moss  green.  All  stone  wTalls  are  furred  with 
air  space  between  and  finished  with  rough  sand  plastering,  for 
painting  in  the  future.  The  library  is  furnished  with  six  hundred 
carefully  selected  volumes,  placed  behind  beautifully  leaded  glass 
doors  in  low  bookcases  that  line  the  walls  as  a  wainscoting  of  the 
beautiful  library  room.  The  lighting,  warming  and  ventilation  have 
been  planned  in  conformity  to  the  laws  governing  the  construction 
of  school  buildings  in  this  state. 

The  gift  of  this  beautiful  school  dedicated  to  the  cause  of  public 
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school  education  is  as  graceful  as  it  is  unusual  and  will  always  re- 
main a  monument  to  the  perception  and  liberality  of  the  donors. 
To  all  who  have  a  spark  of  interest  in  the  cause  of  public  education 
a  pilgrimage  to  this  building  is  recommended. 
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City  and  Borough  Superintendents. 


ALLEGHENY— John  Morrow. 


The  Allegheny  Schools  have  completed  another  year's  work  with- 
out any  unpleasant  or  regretful  incident.  A  good  year's  work  had 
been  accomplished.  The  attendance  has  been  regular  and  the  pro- 
gress, in  the  main,  lnus  been  quite  satisfactory.  The  new  school 
building  in  the  Fifth  Ward,  which  takes  the  place  of  the  one  de- 
stroyed by  fire  last  year,  March  1,  1907,  is  nearing  completion,  and 
when  finished  will  be  a  magnificent  structure.  It  will  embrace  all 
modern  conveniences  and  will  not  be  second  to  any  schoolhouse 
in  the  country.  The  Tenth  Ward  also  has  an  excellent  new  school- 
building  in  progress,  which  will  doubtless  be  occupied  before  the  end 
of  the  coming  year.  It  will  be  a  credit  to  the  enterprise  and  energy 
of  the  Board  and  will  be  appreciated  by  the  people  of  the  ward. 

New  Kindergartens  are  being  added  to  those  already  in  opera- 
tion. 


ALLENTOWN— Francis  D.  Kaub. 


The  work  has  been  carried  on  regularly  and  the  efforts  by  teachers, 
and  the  results  attained  by  pupils  were  commendable. 

All  progress  of  advancement,  however  is  not  attained  by  simply 
expecting  it  to  ensue  without  a  determined  effort  on  the  part  of 
every  one  interested  in  securing  the  best  results  possible  under 
the  circumstances. 

(133) 
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The  Board  was  necessarily  obliged  to  assume  a  large  share  of  the 
responsibility  in  the  successful  operation  of  the  schools. 

It  endeavored  to  do  this  without  increasing  the  tax  rate  (5  mills) 
and  by  judicious  application  of  business  principles  it  has  succeeded. 
During  the  past  year  it  has  completed  a  six  room  addition  to  the 
"Washington  Building,  and  has  under  way  the  construction  of  a 
new  building  at  the  corner  of  Fifth  and  Cedar  Streets.  These  ad- 
ditional rooms  will  serve  to  accommodate  the  pupils  in  these  sec- 
tions, but  provisions  must  be  made  for  the  pupils  in  the  western 
section  of  the  city. 

The  annexation  of  South  Allentown  and  the  outlying  district 
contiguous  to  the  western  part  of  the  city  will  increase  the  school 
population  between  300  and  350  pupils,  and  will  necessitate  provid- 
ing for  better  school  accommodations  than  they  now  possess. 

The  High  School  Building  does  not  afford  adequate  accommoda- 
tions and  much  less  will  it  provide  for  the  increased  High  School 
population  which  will  necessarilv  ensue  in  the  course  of  a  year  or 
two,  resulting  from  a  natural  growth,  and  the  change  from  a  three- 
year  to  a  four-year  course,  which  went  into  effect  the  past  year. 
Whilst  music  and  drawing  are  taught  under  the  supervision  of 
Supervisors,  drawing  has  not  as  yet  found  its  way  into  the  High 
School.  Both  of  these  studies  seem  to  be  greatly  appreciated  by 
the  patrons  of  the  schools,  and  the  music  furnished  by  the  High 
School  on  public  occasions  has  been  favorably  commented  upon, 
yet  the  opportunity  to  introduce  drawing  in  this  grade  has  not 
presented  itself. 

This  and  other  circumstances  have  prevented  the  introduction  of 
Manual  Training  which  we  feel  confident  will  demand  the  attention 
of  the  school  authorities  in  due  time. 

And  now  in  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  the  Department  for  the 
courteous  treatment  accorded  us. 


ALTOONA— H.  J.  Wightman. 


The  past  year  has  been  the  most  productive  year  in  the  matter 
of  clean-cut,  definite  results  of  any  year  that  I  have  been  in  the 
state. 

One  of  the  most  encouraging  features  of  the  educational  con- 
ditions in  Altoona  today  is  the  fact  that  our  upper  grades  have  a 
larger  number  of  boys  than  girls.  The  highest  grammar  class  has 
18  per  cent,  more  boys  than  girls,  and  this  in  an  industrial  city. 
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In  the  High  School  wo  are  also  holding  more  boya  than  formerly. 
Out  of  a  class  of  si  graduating  from  (lie  High  School  on  June  5,  36 
were  boys.  I  believe  this  condition  has  been  brought  about  largely 
by  the  practicalization  of  the  work  not  only  in  the  High  School  but 
also  in  the  grades,  and  the  introduction  of  a  thorough  course  in 
Manual  Training.  One  means  by  which  the  industrial  work  has 
been  made  practical  has  been  by  the  help  of  two  or  three  men 
per  week  from  the  railroad  oflices  and  shops.  We  have  practically 
been  permitted  to  select  whomsoever  we  wished  to  give  a  demon- 
stration or  talk  to  the  industrial  pupils  of  the  High  School,  and  the 
F.  R.  R.  has  given  the  services  of  these  men  at  the  time  we  have 
requested. 

One  of  the  problems  that  we  are  trying  to  solve  is  to  reach  a 
larger  number  of  that  class  of  children  who  leave  school  per- 
manently from  the  fifth  grade  on.  We  have  arranged  for  Ihree 
special  classes,  in  which  we  will  collect  some  of  those  pupils  who 
are  too  old  for  their  trade,  and  who  are  likely  to  become  discouraged 
and  drop  out  of  school.  This  class  constitutes  pupils  who  are  not 
defective  or  abnormal,  and  who  for  various  reasons  have  been  un- 
fortunate. These  classes,  in  addition  to  our  ungraded  classes,  in 
which  we  have  brought  together  under  competent  direction  the  de- 
fective and  subnormal,  we  feel  will  tone  up  the  general  work  of  the 
schools.  We  are  also  planning  to  establish  a  special  class  in  the 
High  School  for  the  older  pupils  from  our  Central  Grammar  who 
hare  not  had  the  ability  to  measure  up  to  the  academic  standard 
required  for  admission  to  the  regular  courses.  In  all  these  classes 
the  aim  will  be  as  it  has  been  in  the  past,  to  give  larger  consideration 
to  the  individual  than  to  subject,  and  to  enlarge  upon  the  most  prac- 
tical and  manual  features  of  education. 

I  can  report  the  training  class  work  as  being  very  promising.  We 
have  had  11  girls  who  have  spent  an  entire  year,  after  finishing 
the  High  School  course,  in  the  various  grades  under  the  direction 
of  the  Superintendent.  In  addition  to  observing  and  helping,  these 
people  have  read  and  reported  upon  15  of  the  most  valuable  books 
on  pedagogy  and  teaching.  During  the  last  three  months  of  the 
year  most  of  these  girls  have  been  given  trial  in  substitute  work. 
They  have  observed  in  a  class  two  or  three  days  and  then  taken 
charge  of  the  class  while  the  regular  teacher  has  had  a  visiting 
day.  This  arrangement  seems  to  work  well  under  the  conditions 
existing  in  Altoona. 

One  of  the  most  important  events  of  the  year  educationally  was 
the  meeting  in  this  city  of  the  Educational  Commission  on  April 
23,  24,  25,  at  which  time  our  local  people  obtained  considerable  help 
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from  the  discussions  and  from  the  one  general  evening  program, 
at  which  State  Supt.  Nathan  Schaeffer,  Supt.  M.  (}.  Brumbaugh, 
Gen'l  Supt.,  G.  W.  Creighton  of  the  P.  R,  R.  and  Hon.  A.  V.  Dively, 
Pres.  of  the  Board  of  Education,  made  addresses. 

During  the  last  three  years  we  have  been  gradually  drifting 
toward  a  larger  amount  of  round  table  grade  institute  work,  and 
our  teachers  have  unanimously  voted  now  to  have  three-fifths  of 
institute  time  next  year  given  over  to  round  table  meetings  with 
individual  grade  or  groups,  at  which  the  actual  problems  pertaining 
to  our  local  conditions  and  the  individual  grade  may  be  carefully 
discussed.  I  believe  this  will  make  the  institute  pay  a  much  larger 
return  for  the  money  expended  than  the  former  general  lecture 
plan. 

The  labor  certificate  plan  at  present  in  vogue  does  not  give  the 
satisfaction  that  was  given  when  the  issuing  of  certificates  was 
under  the  direction  of  the  department  of  education. 

By  reference  to  the  certificates  held  by  the  teachers  of  the  city 
it  will  be  noted  that  Altoona  is  securing  a  higher  grade  of  teachers 
than  previously.  The  salaries  also  have  very  materially  increased 
since  we  have  established  a  definite  schedule,  which  fixes  salary 
according  to  merit,  which  includes  actual  results,  length  of  service 
and  professional  training.  Many  other  lines  of  advancement  have 
been  brought  to  fruition  during  the  year  1907-08.  The  new  course 
of  study  printed  one  year  ago  has  been  toned  up  and  the  little  de- 
fects eliminated. 

A  four  room  addition  to  the  Miller  School  was  completed  and 
occupied  during  the  past  year. 


ARCHBALD— W.  A.  Kelly. 


The  most  noteable  feature  of  our  year's  work  was  the  introduction 
of  a  three-year  High  School  Course.  Five  pupils  did  excellent  work 
during  the  term  and  were  graduated  in  this  Course. 

Dicipline,  manners  and  morals  and  languages  were  the  principal 
topics  of  discussion  at  our  teachers'  meetings,  which  created  more 
interest  and  resulted  in  better  school  work  than  any  similar  meet- 
ings that  I  have  ever  attended. 

The  Alumni  Association  of  our  High  School  has  been  very  active 
during  the  past  year.  With  their  assistance,  we  have  been  able  to 
place  a  beautiful  upright  Ludwig  piano  in  the  High  School. 
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During   the    coming    term,    the    Association    intends    placing   a 

Columbia— Crowell   Physical   Laboratory  in  the   BHgh  School  also. 
This  action  on  the  part  of  the  Alumni  is  one  of  the  best  incentives 
for  good  and  active  work  among  our  teachers  and  pupils. 


ASHLAND— Wm.  C.  Estler. 


We  closed  a  pleasant  and  a  successful  school  year,  feeling  that 
the  general  good  will  of  both  parents  and  pupils  for  our  schools 
made  the  work  of  the  teachers  agreeable,  and  knowing  that  the 
progress  made  by  the  pupils  in  their  studies  was  up  to  the  standard. 

Three  years  ago  thirty-nine  young  people  constituted  the  Sub- 
junior  class  of  our  High  School.  Of  this  number,  twenty-three  com- 
pleted the  course  of  study,  and  received  diplomas.  In  lieu  of  the 
order  and  nature  of  previous  commencement  exercises,  the  Class 
gave  an  illustration,  of  their  regular  Monday  afternoon  Society  work, 
consisting  of  a  debate,  orations,  essays,  music,  etc.  It  was  a  novelty 
appreciated  by  the  audience. 

Our  district  suffered  the  loss  by  death  of  two  active  and  efficient 
school  directors,  Mr.  J.  Monaghan  and  Christian  Leffler. 


BANGOR— John  W.  Graver. 


On  June  second,  we  closed  another  school  year  of  nine  months. 
The  opening  of  our  schools  last  autumn  was  postponed  from  Sept.  2 
to  Sept.  9,  on  account  of  the  delay  in  finishing  the  improvements  to 
our  High  School  building,  commenced  at  the  close  of  the  last  term. 

The  addition  of  four  rooms,  which  were  very  much  needed  was 
not  completed  until  April  of  the  present  year.  This  hampered  us 
very  much  in  our  High  School  Work. 

With  the  above  exception,  the  year  just  ended  has  been  productive 
of  better  results  than  any  previous  year  under  my  supervision,  which 
covers  a  period  of  five  years.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that,  on  the 
whole,  we  had  a  stronger  corps  of  teachers,  working  in  harmony, 
discipline  thereby  being  more  successfully  maintained. 
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The  attendance  of  the  year  was  very  good,  making  us  an  average 
attendance  of  93  per  cent,  for  the  term.  The  contagious  diseases 
of  the  children,  which  were  so  troublesome  last  year,  caused  us 
very  little  trouble  during  the  present  year. 

The  total  enrollment  for  the  year  was  1,045.  502  boys  and  543 
girls,  the  largest  attendance  in  the  history  of  our  schools.  Our 
graduating  class  numbered  fourteen — eight  boys  and  six  girls. 
Fifty-six  pupils  were  promoted  from  the  Grammar  Grades  to  the 
High  School. 

Twenty-four  teachers  were  employed,  only  one  of  which  was  with- 
out experience.  Nearly  all  had  been  with  us  last  year  and,  by  ex- 
perience, understood  the  course  of  study  thoroughly.  Our  weekly 
teachers'  meetings  were  productive  of  much  good.  The  latest 
methods  of  teaching,  as  well  as  the  history  of  education,  were 
studied  and  the  teachers  applied  the  best  obtained  from  these  to 
their  school  work  to  good  advantage. 

The  University  Extension  Lectures,  introduced  last  year,  were 
continued.  Prof.  Spaeth  of  Princeton  University  gave  us  a  series 
of  Shakespearian  lectures  which  were  very  profitable  to  the  teachers. 
Many  of  the  patrons  of  our  schools  as  well  as  pupils  of  the  High 
School  attended  these  lectures  and  all  seemed  to  enjoy  them  very 
much.    We  hope  to  be  able  to  continue  this  course. 

The  enlarged  course  of  study,  as  planned  last  year,  was  success- 
fully carried  out.  An  additional  year  was  added  to  the  High  School 
Course,  making  a  course  of  four  years.  The  work  of  this  extra  year 
has  been  well  done  by  teachers  and  pupils,  and  has  been  especially 
appreciated  by  those  taking  the  course. 

The  Commercial  Department  has  proved  a  worthy  addition  to  the 
High  School,  and  the  boys  and  girls  who  have  taken  this  course 
are  prepared  to  enter  the  offices  of  our  business  men  and  do  the  work 
demanded  of  them  there.  Those  taking  other  courses  are  not  fully 
prepared  to  enter  college  without  extra  examinations.  Adjacent 
districts  are  taking  advantage  of  the  new  course  and  are  sending 
their  children  to  our  schools  according  to  our  State  law — twenty- 
four  of  these  having  attended  during  the  year. 

Our  observance  of  Arbor  Day,  in  April,  was  a  complete  success. 
The  teachers  of  all  the  schools  of  the  borough  brought  their  children 
together  on  the  lawn  in  front  of  the  High  School  building,  where  a 
very  successful  program  was  carried  out.  Many  of  the  school  di- 
rectors were  present  and  aided  the  children  in  planting  trees.  All 
the  children  joined  in  singing  several  songs,  appropriate  for  Arbor 
Day. 

The  requirements  of  the  new  school  law,  pertaining  to  the  proper 
erection  of  new  school  buildings,  have  awakened  our  people  to  the 
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fact  that  our  .school  buildings  are  not  safe  in  case  of  fire,  since  all 
doors,  leading  to  the  different  rooms,  open  inward.  These  hare  now 
been  ordered  changed  so  that  they  will  open  outward,  thereby 
making  easy  exit  in  case  of  fire.  Fire  drills  have  been  instituted, 
whereby  we  hope  to  be  able  to  get  our  children  out  of  the  buildings 
safely  in  case  of  fire. 

We  still  continue  to  have  a  progressive  Board  of  Directors,  work- 
ing together  harmoniously  for  the  good  of  our  schools.  Their  effort 
in  carrying  out  the  Compulsory  Attendance  and  Vaccination  Laws 
has  brought  forth  much  good  fruit.  It  was  not  found  necessary  to 
start  proceedings  against  any  parent  and  very  few  children  left 
school  to  enter  the  factory  befory  the  close  of  the  term.  They 
have  also  fitted  up  one  of  the  new  rooms  with  a  new  physical 
laboratory  and  other  apparatus  for  teaching  science.  This,  we  feel 
is  a  decided  improvement  over  the  old  method  of  teaching  these 
branches  by  simply  committing  the  definitions. 

In  closing,  I  wish  to  say,  that  the  good  work  done  during  the  year 
is  due  to  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  teachers  and  school  board, 
and  a  continuation  of  this  support  must  necessarily  benefit  our 
whole  community. 


BETHLEHEM— Fred  W.  Bobbins. 


Our  schools  opened  September  5,  1907,  and  closed  June  26,  1908, 
including  196  days  of  actual  teaching.  The  total  enrollment  was 
1,879  children,  with  an  average  daily  attendance  during  the  year 
of  92  per  cent.,  260  pupils  were  enrolled  in  the  High  School — about 
13  8-10  per  cent,  of  the  total  enrollment.  At  the  close  of  the  term, 
250  pupils  were  in  attendance  in  the  High  School — a  loss  of  less 
than  4  per  cent,  during  the  year.  The  graduating  class  numbered 
33,  about  one-half  of  whom  had  taken  the  commercial  course. 

The  course  of  study  in  the  high  school  has  been  revised  with  a 
view  of  meeting  the  demands  of  the  State  for  a  stronger  course  in 
history  and  the  natural  sciences.  Following  is  an  outline  of  the 
course: 

MATHEMATICS— Algebra,  300;  Arithmetic,  200;  Geometry,  300; 
Commercial  Arithmetic,  200;  Trigonometry,  100;  Higher  Algebra, 
100. 

SCIENCES— Geography,  80;  Physical  Geography,  120;  Zoology, 
100;  Botany,  100;  Chemistry,  200;  Physics,  200;  Commercial  Geo- 
graphy, 100;  Commercial  Law,  100. 
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ENGLISH — Classics,  Grammar,  and  Spelling,  400;  Classics, 
Grammar,  and  Composition,  200;  Classics,  Composition,  and 
Rhetoric,  200;  Classics  and  History  of  English  Literature,  200." 

HISTORY— English  History,  100;  Civics,  80;  United  States 
History,  120;  General  History,  200. 

FOREIGN  LANGUAGES— Latin,  000;  German,  400. 

THE  ARTS— Vocal  Music,  320;  Rhetoricals,  1G0;  Drawing,  240; 
Business  Writing,  Correspondence,  and  Spelling,  200;  Bookkeeping, 
320;  Shorthand,  280;  Typewriting,  200. 

The  number  after  each  subject  indicates  the  number  of  40  minute 
recitations  in  that  subject.  The  course  is  so  arranged  that  pupils 
may  select  from  it  one  of  the  three  following  courses:  college  pre- 
paratory course;  general  English  course;  or  commercial  course. 
Four  years  time,  and  4,120  recitations  is  the  minimum  required  for 
graduation. 

The  monthly  teachers'  meetings  were  in  the  nature  of  round  table 
discussions  led  by  the  superintendent.  Bagley's  ''The  Educative 
Process"  was  made  the  basis  of  discussion.  For  next  year,  Prof. 
John  L.  Stewart  of  Lehigh  University  has  been  engaged  by  the 
teachers  to  give  a  series  of  six  lectures  on  sociological  topics. 

The  second  annual  social  meeting  of  teachers,  dirctors,  and  invited 
guests  was  held  the  second  Monday  evening  in  March.  Dr.  Henry 
S.  Drinker,  President  of  Lehigh  University,  and  Rev.  W.  N.  Schwarze 
of  the  Moravian  Theological  Seminary  addressed  the  meeting:  the 
former  on  "Closer  Relations  between  Colleges  and  the  Public 
Schools",  and  the  latter  on  "Some  Phases  of  the  Present  Trend  of 
Education."  A  short  musical  program  was  rendered  by  the  teachers. 
Refreshments  were  served.  These  meetings  are  now  a  permanent 
feature  of  the  educational  system  of  the  borough,  and  serve  their 
purpose  in  bringing  teachers  and  directors  together  on  common 
ground. 

In  many  respects  the  year  was  a  successful  one  due  to  the  interest 
and  wise  direction  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  the  enthusiastic, 
although  steady  and  painstaking  work  of  both  the  grade  and  the 
High  School  teachers. 


BRA DDOCK— Grant  Norris. 


Enrollment  during  the  year,  1,183  males;  1,234  females;  total  2,417, 
making  150  pupils  more  than  last  year.  The  average  attendance 
for  the  year  was  1,700;  per  cent.  04.     We  enrolled  more  pupils  in 
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llir  lli.uh  School  (128)  than  ever  before,  and  estimate  .-m  increase 
of  about  twenty  pupils  for  next  year.  We  should  have  a1  leaal 
.".(in  pupils  in  our  Bigh  School,  and  if  lack  of  employmenl  continues 
our  enrollment  will  be  correspondingly  increased.  So,  after  all, 
there  is  good  in  every  thing  if  one  lias  the  eye  to  see  ii  in  the  midst 
Of  apparent   oppression. 

Tlie  school  board  found  il  necessary  during  the  year  to  open 
another  room  for  grade  pupils,  and  to  add  an  extra  (eat  her  in  the 
Bigh  School,  giving  us  17  grade  teachers  and  six  High  School  teach- 
ers. Were  il  not  for  the  fact  that  we  have  over  1,0(10  children  in  the 
parochial  schools  it  would  be  necessary  to  build  another  building. 
I  am  glad  to  say  to  you  thai  our  parochial  schools  have  taken  on 
new  life.  Sister  Gabriels  of  St.  Thomas  school  is  a  master  in  school 
work.  IS  of  her  pupils  passed  the  examination  for  High  School 
nexl  year.    In  this  one  school  she  has  over  GOO  pupils. 

Braddock  is  thoroughly  aroused  as  to  the  value  of  good  pictures 
in  the  school  room.  We  now  have  $650.00  worth  of  good  pictures 
in  our  schools,  or  forty  pictures.  It  has  been  the  aim  of  the  board 
not  to  spend  less  than  $10.00  on  each  picture  purchased,  believing 
that  it  is  better  to  buy  something  good  and  substantial  than  to 
fill  the  rooms  with  cheap  pictures. 

We  experienced  a  "Class  Night"  for  the  first  time  in  the  history 
of  the  Braddock  High  School.  The  experience  was  both  pleasant 
and  profitable.  Ten  cents  admission  was  charged,  making  the  gross 
receipts  |110.50.  After  all  expenses  were  paid  a  nice  balance  was 
left  with  which  to  buy  pictures.  An  open  "literary  Society"  was 
held  by  the  High  School  which  netted  |50.00  for  pictures.  On 
commencement  night  we  had  an  orator  for  the  principal  part  of  the 
program.  Only  the  honor  pupils  appeared  on  the  program.  This 
was  an  experiment  and  seemed  to  meet  with  the  approval  of  the 
patrons  and  directors. 

Smallpox  left  us  entirely  alone,  but  Measles  predominated  as 
never  before.  As  many  as  90  per  cent,  were  out  of  one  room  at  a 
time.  I  think  every  child  in  Braddock  had  measles  last  year,  so 
next  year  we  shall  not  be  troubled  (?).  We  had  very  few  cases  of 
diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever.  The  school  board  authorized  the 
fumigation  of  each  building  twice  a  year,  before  school  opens  and 
at  the  holiday  vacation.  I  believe  this  has  something  to  do  with  our 
splendid  sanitary  condition. 


142  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 


BRADFORD— E.  E.  Miller. 


There  has  been  nothing  new  in  the  management  or  work  of  the 
Bradford  schools  during  the  past  year  that  requires  special  comment. 

Harmonious  and  effective  work  has  been  done.  The  Course  in 
the  Commercial  Department  of  the  High  School  had  been  previously 
extended  to  cover  a  period  of  three  years,  so  that  the  number  of 
graduates  from  that  department  was  few  this  year,  as  the  class  that 
would  have  graduated  was  required  to  do  an  additional  year's  work. 

A  High  School  Brass  Band  of  forty  pieces  was  organized  at  the 
opening  of  the  school  year.  A  full  complement  of  instruments  and 
uniforms  was  purchased.  This  band  has  already  achieved  a  wide 
reputation  as  one  of  the  best  in  the  country.  At  the  Toledo  National 
meeting  of  the  G.  A.  R.  they  headed  the  Penn.  delegation  in  the 
line  of  march,  and  received  much  favorable  comment  from  the  Press 
of  that  city. 

Prof.  F.  W.  Cheney,  for  the  past  five  years  director  of  Manual 
Training  in  the  Bradford  Schools,  is  now  engaged  in  similar  work  in 
the  schools  of  Manilla,  P.  I.  The  salaries  of  teachers  were  con- 
siderably increased  for  the  ensuing  year.  The  condition  of  our 
schools  is  entirely  satisfactory  from  the  Superintendent's  point  of 
view. 


BRISTOL  BOROUGH— Louise  D.  Baggs. 


The  Bristol  Borough  Public  Schools  during  the  past  year,  we 
believe,  have  been  keeping  in  line  with  true  educational  progress, 
and  the  year  has  been  a  pleasant  one  in  many  respects.  In  various 
ways  the  home  and  school  have  been  brought  in  closer  contact  and 
a  more  intelligent  understanding  on  both  sides  has  been  the  result. 
A  wider  interest  in  the  work  of  the  schools  and  a  broader  sympathy 
with  the  teachers  have  made  the  schools  stronger  and  encouraged 
the  boys  and  girls. 

The  per  cent,  of  attendance  during  the  year  was  very  good  and 
the  number  who  made  95  per  cent,  was  unusually  large.  The  High 
School  carried  off  the  honors  for  that  year  as  60  per  cent,  of  the 
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pupils  made  !>.~>  per  cent,  and  over  for  attendance.  This  was  very 
gratifying  as  the  principal  of  the  high  Bchool  resigned  near  the  close 
of  the  term  but  the  pupils  worked  finely  to  the  end. 

The  work  of  the  truant  officer  has  been  excellent  and  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  compulsory  school  law  has  had  a  good  effect.  We 
believe  that  every  effort  should  be  made  to  compel  parents  to  give 
the  children  their  rights  to  at  least  an  elementary  education.  We 
find  the  foreign  population  here  very  anxious  as  a  general  thing  to 
send  their  children  to  school. 

Teachers' meetings  and  grade  meetings  were  held  as  usual  and  sub- 
jects relating  to  school  work  were  discussed.  Efforts  were  made 
to  keep  the  teachers  in  touch  with  all  progressive  movements,  and 
much  professional  reading  was  done. 

Special  days  were  observed  in  all  the  schools  and  exercises  ap- 
propriate to  the  occasion  whether  Washington's  Birthday  or  Arbor 
Day  were  held. 

Sentiment  is  growing  in  favor  of  business  courses,  manual  train- 
ing domestic  science  and  other  similar  subjects. 

The  School  Board  is  thoroughly  in  favor  of  all  progress  and  will 
move  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Before  another  year  passes 
the  new  building  will  be  ready  for  occupancy,  and  the  Board  is  to 
be  congratulated  upon  its  skill  in  meeting  successfully  the  various 
issues  that  have  arisen  during  the  year. 

The  High  School  graduated  a  class  of  thirteen,  the  second  highest 
in  its  history.  Special  efforts  were  made  to  make  the  Commence- 
ment exercises  unusually  interesting,  and  an  audience  of  nearly  one 
thousand  people  were  present  to  hear  the  graduates'  essays  and  the 
speakers  of  the  evening. 


BUTLER— Jno.  A.  Gibson. 


The  year  just  closed  has  been  marked  with  no  conspicuous  facta 
in  local  educational  circles.  There  has  been  a  steady  growth  In 
school  enrollment  corresponding  to  the  increase  in  the  population 
of  the  community. 

Judging  from  the  tone  of  public  comment,  the  work  of  the  schools 
has  met  with  general  public  approval.  The  internal  evidences  of  the 
year's  work  bear  testimony  equally  laudatory  to  the  efforts  of 
teachers  and  school  officials  to  faithfully  serve  the  public. 
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Col.  W.  T.  Mechling,  President  of  the  School  Board  laid  down  a 
uew  ruling  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  as  to  school  visitation  by 
directors.  Visiting  committees  were  appointed  monthly  and  re- 
quired Lo  make  reports  at  subsequent  meetings  of  the  School  Board 
as  to  the  school  conditions.  This  regulation  has  proved  most  helpful 
to  the  schools,  teachers  and  directors  becoming  better  acquainted 
with  each  other  and  with  the  perplexing  problems  with  which  they 
have  to  deal. 

The  new  High  School  building  has  been  advancing  toward  comple- 
tion slowly  during  the  progress  of  the  year.  The  Commencement 
exercises  were  held  in  the  auditorium  in  May.  The  new  building 
presents  a  most  handsome  appearance.  It  is  most  commodious  and 
complete  in  its  appointments.  As  time  goes  by,  it  will  furnish  the 
necessary  room  for  the  enlargement  and  differentiation  of  the  High 
School  curriculum.  The  occupation  of  this  building  and  the  expan- 
sion of  the  field  of  High  School  work  will,  no  doubt,  open  a  new 
era  in  the  history  of  the  local  schools. 

As  in  previous  years,  a  most  pleasing  feature  of  the  school  work 
has  been  the  hearty  co-operation  of  directors,  principals,  teachers, 
scholars,  and  the  general  public  in  advancing  the  good  work  of  the 
schools. 


rARLISLE— John  C.  Wagner. 


Our  schools  closed  a  successful  term  June  15.  Thirty-six  pupils 
were  graduated.  This  was  the  largest  class  ever  graduated  from 
our  schools,  and  the  town  is  proud  of  it. 

We  do  not  believe  that  children  should  stop  school  as  soon  as 
they  have  learned  the  multiplication  tables.  We  believe  that 
character  which  lasts  is  formed  during  the  period  of  adolescence, 
and  that  children  from  lasting  habits  of  honesty  and  industry  during 
the  latter  years  of  the  public  school  course  rather  than  in  the 
primary  grades.  This  theory,  of  course,  requires  that  children  be 
properly  taught  in  the  lower  grades  that  they  may  develop  naturally 
and  pass  into  the  upper  grades  on  time;  and  that  the  upper  grades 
teach  instead  of  examine,  help  pupils  in  forming  habits  of  study 
by  which  they  will  find  pleasure  in  doing  the  work  of  the  school. 

Viewed  from  this  standpoint,  our  schools  are  doing  good  work. 
Comparing  the  term  just  closed  with  the  term  closing  June  1904, 
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we  find  llif  following  lads:  in  I'.IOI  we  had  enrolled  iii  all  our 
schools  1.107  pupils.  Of  this  aumber  L,210  wen-  below  the  seventh 
grade.  In  L908  we  had  L,626  pupils  enrolled  with  only  l.Kiii  below 
the  seventh  grade.  In  other  words,  from  June  l!><»4  to  dune  L908 
our  enrollment  in  the  first  six  grades  decreased  1  per  cent,  while 
the  enrollment  in  the  last  six  grades  increased  62  per  cent.  In  1904 
the  enrollment  in  our  High  School  was  7  95-100  per  cent,  of  our 
total  school  enrollment.    Last  year  it  was  12  67-100  per  cent. 

These  results  have  not  been  brought  about  by  any  lowering  of 
the  standard  of  efficiency  required  of  the  pupils,  but  from  a  full 
realization  that  the  schools  exist  for  the  child  and  by  a  corps  of 
conscientious  teachers  putting  forth  their  best  efforts. 

In  order  to  provide  adequate  instruction  for  the  increase  of  pupils 
in  the  upper  grades  additional  teachers  bad  to  be  added  from  time 
to  time.  This  incurred  additional  expense,  which  the  Board  met 
with  practical  unanimity. 

The  increase  in  the  state  appropriation  may  be  used  by  school 
boards  either  to  improve  the  efficiency  of  the  schools  or  to  lower 
the  tax.  I  am  glad  to  report  that  the  Carlisle  Board  to  a  man 
decided  to  use  it  in  the  improvement  of  their  schools. 


CHAMBERSBURO— Samuel  Gelwix. 


As  lengtln*  reports  are  not  desired  by  the  Department  and  as 
such  reports  are  rarely  read  by  those  into  whose  bands  they  fall,  I 
will  be  as  brief  as  possible. 

We  have  endeavored  to  do  our  best.  The  future  will  doubtless 
reveal  the  results  of  our  efforts. 

After  years  of  waiting  we  rejoice  in  the  fulfillment  of  our  long 
cherished  hopes  for  the  addition  of  music  to  our  curriculum.  It  has 
proven  a  popular  study,  the  children  always  manifesting  pleasure 
when  the  supervisor  of  music  appears  in  the  room.  The  advance- 
ment in  many  cases  has  been  almost  phenomenal. 

The  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  erection  of  a  new  High  School 
building  being  removed,  we  expect  ere  long  to  see  the  school  in- 
stalled in  more  commodious  quarters.  By  agreement  between  the 
board  of  trustees  of  Chambersburg  Academy  and  our  board  of 
directors,  the  buildings  and  grounds  of  the  latter  institution  have 
been  leased  for  a  period  of  ninety-nine  years,  the  consideration  being 
10—6—1908 
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merely  nominal.  It  is  probable  an  entirely  new  building  will  take 
the  place  of  the  one  now  standing.  A  more  desirable  site  could  not 
hare  been  secured. 

That  the  crowded  condition  of  some  of  our  schools  may  be  re- 
lieved, a  new  house  is  in  progress  of  erection  in  the  north-eastern 
part  of  the  borough.  The  plans  are  modern,  being  made  to  conform 
to  State  requirements.  When  completed,  the  structure,  and  grounds, 
will  cost  nearly  $20,000.  Our  directors  are  to  be  commended  for  the 
progressive  spirit  manifested  in  the  enlargement  of  school  facilities. 

The  commencement  exercises  of  the  High  School  were  very  gratify- 
ing. The  class  consisted  of  seven  boys  and  ten  girls.  A  most 
excellent  address  was  delivered  by  Rev.  Irwin  W.  Hendricks,  D.  D., 
pastor  of  the  Zion's  Reformed  Church.  The  president  of  the  Board 
of  Directors,  C.  A.  Suesserott,  Esq.,  presented  the  diplomas.  The 
music  for  the  occasion  was  rendered  by  the  school  and  was  by  no 
means  the  least  pleasing  feature  of  the  evening.  A  decided  interest 
was  manifested  by  the  citizens,  the  opera  house  being  crowded  to 
its  utmost  capacity. 

With  the  beginning  of  my  fifth  term  as  superintendent,  I  celebra- 
ted my  fiftieth  anniversary  as  a  worker  in  the  cause  of  education 
in  Franklin  County.  Whilst  my  life  has  by  no  means  been  free  from 
mistakes  and  failures,  yet  on  the  whole,  I  am  proud  of  my  record. 
I  tender  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  many  friends  who  have  contributed 
so  much  to  my  success  and  I  trust  the  next  three  years  may  prove 
the  banner  years  of  my  educational  career. 


CHELTENHAM  TOWNSHIP,  MONTGOMERY  COUNTY—  Wm.  G. 

Cleaver. 


The  school  year  of  1907-1908  has  been  marked  by  substantial 
progress.  The  attendance  has  been  good,  and  the  schools  have  been 
so  skillfully  managed  by  the  teachers  that  there  has  been  practically 
no  trouble  in  discipline.  A  few  slight  modifications  were  made  in 
the  course  of  study  and  the  work  as  outlined  was  satisfactorily 
completed.  In  some  of  the  schools  considerable  work  was  done 
supplementary  to  the  regular  course  of  study.  In  grades  VI,  VII 
and  VIII  the  girls  were  given  regular  weekly  lessons  in  sewing,  and 
the  boys  in  the  same  grades  had  exercises  in  woodwork.  The 
results  obtained  in  both  these  branches  were  highly  creditable,  and 
the  work  has  become  firmly  established  as  a  part  of  our  regular 
curriculum. 
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At  the  end  of  the  term  the  total  enrollment  of  pupils  in  all  our 
schools  was  1,065.  Of  this  number  U85  were  promoted,  a  percentage 
of  93.4.  The  number  promoted  from  grade  VIII  to  the  High  School 
is  53.  The  total  number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  the  High  School 
during  the  term  was  L22:  the  enrollment  at  the  end  of  the  term  was 
103.  The  graduating  class  numbered  21.  One  of  the  members  of 
the  class  had  a  perfect  record  for  attendance  from  her  entrance 
into  the  primary  school  to  the  day  of  her  graduation  from  the  High 
School,  a  period  of  12  years.  She  was  awarded  a  special  certificate 
of  commendation  signed  by  the  members  of  the  Board,  the  Principal 
of  the  High  School  and  the  Superintendent.  The  commencement 
address  was  delivered  by  Pres.  Joseph  Swain  of  Swarthmore  College. 

During  the  year  the  new  building  at  Glenside  was  completed. 
It  contains  four  fine  schoolrooms,  a  manual  training  room,  two  play 
rooms  and  a  teachers'  room.  All  the  rooms  are  unusually  well 
lighted,  ample  cloak  rooms  are  provided,  and  the  heating  plant  and 
sanitary  arrangements  have  been  given  careful  attention.  The  wide 
halls  and  easy  stairways  constitute  marked  features  of  the  building, 
it  is  a  stone  structure,  beautifully  located  on  high  ground,  and  cost 
complete  about  $30,000. 

Probably  the  most  important  new  work  begun  during  the  past 
year  is  the  physical  examination  of  all  our  children.  The  examina- 
tion was  made  by  competent  physicians  and  the  results  entered  on 
permanent  records.  The  examination  will  be  repeated  annually  and 
special  attention  and  study  given  to  those  children  who  are  suffer- 
ing from  physical  defects. 

For  the  coming  year  our  High  School  course  will  be  broadened 
by  the  introduction  of  wrork  in  Domestic  Science.  The  equipment 
has  been  installed  and  a  competent  teacher  engaged  to  conduct  the 
work.  We  are  directing  our  efforts  toward  and  planning  our  course 
to  meet  the  needs  of  the  75  or  85  per  cent,  of  our  pupils  who  will  not 
go  to  school  after  they  complete  the  High  School  course.  Our  pupils 
w7ho  intend  to  go  to  college  are  prepared  to  enter  the  best  institu- 
tions, but  to  let  college  entrance  requirements  prescribe  the  form 
for  the  courses  of  secondary  schools  is,  in  our  opinion,  unjustifiable. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  report  that  our  Board  has  made  an  increase 
in  the  salaries  of  all  principals  and  teachers  in  the  elementary 
schools.  Two  years  ago  the  salaries  of  teachers  wras  increased  to 
$60  per  month.  By  the  action  now  taken  they  are  paid  $65  per 
month.  The  wisdom  of  this  action  is  clearly  shown  by  the  personnel 
of  our  teaching  force  and  the  character  of  the  work  done  in  the 
schools. 
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CHESTER— Thomas  S.  Cole. 


Our  work  during  the  past  year  has  presented  few  features  of 
more  than  local  interest.  In  our  instruction  we  have  placed  much 
emphasis  on  primary  language  work.  In  geography  we  have  in- 
sisted on  a  reasonable  amount  of  map-drawing  from  every  pupil. 
Our  special  supervisorship  in  writing  has  been  restored,  after  an 
intermission  of  one  year,  and  the  results  have  justified  the  restora- 
tion. We  have  employed  a  supervisor  of  writing  now  since  1902, 
except  during  the  year  before  last,  and  I  cannot  too  strongly 
commend  the  policy. 

Last  fall  we  arrested  four  dealers  in  tobacco  for  selling  cigarettes 
to  minors.  The  cases  were  all  settled  by  the  payment  of  costs, 
as  this  seemed  sufficient  punishment.  We  are  not  trying  to  do  the 
work  of  the  police,  but  are  only  acting  on  complaints  made  to  us 
by  teachers,  pupils  or  parents.  We  have  considerably  diminished 
the  amount  of  smoking  done  by  children  in  this  city,  and  some 
day,  when  we  have  arrested  a  few  young  men  for  giving  tobacco 
to  minors,  there  will  be  a  greater  diminution  in  this  particular  form 
of  juvenile  folly. 

Our  widely  advertised  "strike"  was  a  brief  mutiny,  lasting  one 
school  day  at  one  building.  Though  ominous  at  first,  it  was  easily 
quelled  when  the  discovery  was  made  that  the  authorities  were  not 
afraid  to  do  their  duty,  and  that  all  parents  who  did  not  send  their 
children  to  school  would  suffer  the  penalties  prescribed  by  law.  No 
arrests  were  necessary. 

We  have  just  concluded  an  arrangement  whereby  the  eyes  of  all 
our  children  will  be  tested  by  a  competent  oculist  aud  opportunity 
given  to  all  to  obtain  treatment,  and,  if  necessary,  to  get  glasses  at 
cost.  A  school  of  250  pupils  showed  12  needing  the  services  of  an 
oculist.     The  other  schools  will  be  examined  in  the  fall. 


COAL  TOWNSHIP,  NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY— Albert  Llovd. 


The  most  notable  event  in  the  administration  of  the  school  was 
the  lengthening  of  the  school  term  from  nine  to  ten  months.  No 
radical  changes  were  made  in  the  course  of  study,  originally  designed 
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for  a  nine  month's  term,  i<>  meet  ili<'  demands  of  this  additional 
month.  Though  a  reorganization  of  the  school  following  as  a 
necessary  sequence.  Personally,  I  favor  a  ten  month's  term  for 
all  grades  above  the  Fifth;  below  thai  it  is  of  doubtful  expediency. 
Moreover,  the  change  was  dictated  not  so  much  by  the  creation  of 
new  or  additional  demands  upon  the  system  nor  by  a  failure  to 
thoroughly  complete  the  required  work  in  the  given  time  as  to 
satisfy  a  demand  for  better  pay.  A  lame  excuse  and  a  poor  sub- 
stitute for  an  increase  in  salary.  It  proved  decidedly  unpopular; 
and  in  all  probability  the  nine  month's  term  will  be  restored  for 
the  current  year. 

Patron's  Day  was  regularly  and  appropriately  observed  February 
21,  1908.  Xo  oilier  day  in  the  school  calendar  presents  such  an 
opportunity  for  educating  public  sentiment.  By  the  exercise  of  a 
little  tact  the  parents,  too,  can  be  "taught  as  if  you  taught  him  not." 
Under  the  guise  of  entertainment  the  proper  impression  can  often 
be  made.     For 

"The  play's  the  thing 

Wherein   I'll   catch   the  conscience  of  the  King." 

The  special  feature  of  this  year's  program  was  an  exhibit  of  the 
actual  daily  work  of  the  school  collected  from  time  to  time  by  the 
teachers  and  without  prior  notice  to  the  pupil.  We  studiously 
avoided  falsifying  the  work  by  any  special  preparation,  on  the  part 
of  either  teacher  or  pupil;  nor  was  the  work  elaborately  decorated 
for  the  occasion.  It  was  exactly  w^hat  it  purported  to  be — a  display 
of  the  pupil's  daily  work. 

Our  purpose  in  presenting  the  display  was  threefold.  First:  To 
give  the  parent  a  concrete  idea  of  the  child's  work.  Second:  T'o 
establish  correct  notions  with  reference  to  the  relative  standing  or 
the  child  in  its  respective  grade.  Third:  To  create,  by  interesting 
the  parent,  a  spirit  of  friendly  emulation  in  the  home. 

It  proved  a  boon  to  our  course  in  at  least  several  ways.  The 
anticipation  of  the  display  by  the  pupil  and  the  collection  "without 
notice"  provided  a  proper  incentive  for  the  best  effort  at  all  times. 
And  by  making  plain  to  the  parents  the  reasons  for  significant 
differences  between  the  marks  on  the  monthly  report  cards  of 
different  pupils,  it  did  much  to  dispel  inter-family  prejudices- 
imaginary  grievances,  the  source  of  a  great  deal  of  school  dis- 
harmony, and  to  dissipate  much  unfavorable  criticism  and  hostility 
toward  the  teacher.  It  was  by  far  the  mo,st  productive  and  instruc- 
tive feature  yet  introduced  into  our  Patron's  Day  work. 

12 
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Following  the  custom  inaugurated  la.st  year  the  school  children 
of  Coal  Township  contributed  $18.76  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing 
dowers  for  Memorial  Day. 

With  this  report  I  close  my  work  in  and  for  the  schools  of  Coal 
Township.  I  feel  that  nine  years  of  arduous  and  laborious  effort 
has  resulted  in  great  good  to  the  schools.  I  am  not  vainglorious 
enough,  however,  to  regard  this  as  a  personal  achievement.  I  have 
at  all  times  been  tendered  the  generous  and  liberal  support  of  the 
Board;  the  kindly  and  warmhearted  co-operation  of  the  teachers; 
and  the  goodwill  and  friendly  encouragement  of  the  general  public. 
These  are  the  forces  that  have  been  instrumental  in  raising  the 
schools  of  Coal  Township  to  a  high  plane  of  efficiency.  To  them  the 
credit  is  due. 


COATESVILLE— Wm.  T.  Gordon. 


The  school  year  which  closed  on  June  10th  was  one  of  eminent 
success  in  all  departments  ofour  schools.  It  was  certainly  one  of 
the  most  successful  years  in  the  history  of  the  public  schools  of  our 
Borough,  and  was  marked  by  earnest  and  conscientious  work  on 
the  part  of  both  teachers  and  pupils.  During  the  year  there  were 
enrolled  in  all  of  our  schools,  S50  males  and  912  females,  making  a 
total  enrollment  of  1,762,  the  largest  in  the  history,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  many  families  left  our  town  owing  to  the  lack  of  em- 
ployment caused  by  the  present  financial  depression.  The  average 
per  cent,  of  attendance  in  all  our  schools  for  the  year  was  95,  a 
mark  difficult  to  surpass,  we  think. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  educational  event  in  connection  with 
our  schools  during  the  year  was  the  opening  of  our  new  six  room 
building  in  West  Coatesville,  on  Monday  morning,  December  2, 
1907.  This  is  a  fine  three  story  brick  building  containing  six  com- 
modious and  well  lighted  rooms.  The  entire  building  is  thoroughly 
heated  and  ventilated  by  a  modern  system  of  warm  air  heating  and 
ventilating,  and  is  thoroughly  up  to  date  in  all  of  its  appointments. 
In  this  building  is  located  one  room  of  each  of  the  first  six  grades  of 
our  schools,  and  a  happier  group  of  teachers  and  pupils  cannot  be 
found  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

While  the  year  that  has  just  closed  has  been  one  of  unusual 
success,  we  have  under  way  several  plans  which,  we  trust,  will 
make  the  coming  year  eminently  more  successful. 
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COLUMBIA— Daniel  Fleisher. 


One  of  the  most  gratifying  facte  in  connection  with  our  schools 
is  the  increased  number  of  those  who  have  a  desire  to  complete  the 
course  in  the  high  school.  The  last  class  numbered  28,  and  while, 
compared  with  our  school  population,  that  is  not  a  large  class,  yet 
it  is  an  increase  of  75  per  cent,  over  the  average  class  of  five  years 
ago. 

All  our  upper  grades  have  a  larger  attendance  than  formerly.  The 
increase  is  due,  largely,  to  the  modifications  and  revisions  made 
seven  years  ago. 

On  account  of  the  regrading  of  the  schools  and  the  enrichment  of 
the  elementary  course  more  pupils  now  reach  the  high  school  at  an 
earlier  age.  It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  children  can  be  held 
too  long  in  the  schools.  The  desire  to  enter  into  the  active  duties 
of  life  is  too  strong,  and  unless  the  course  of  study  can  be  completed 
within  a  reasonable  length  of  time,  the  boys  and  girls  will  drop 
out. 

The  removal  from  our  midst  of  many  men  in  the  railroad  service 
affected  us  to  such  an  extent  that  the  school  population  is  more  than 
10  per  cent,  less  than  it  was  several  years  ago.  This  fact  and  the 
recent  financial  depression  have  had  a  somewhat  unfavorable  in- 
fluence upon  the  school  situation.  We  are  greatly  in  need  of  better 
school  facilities  and  equipment,  but  with  the  present  outlook  the 
people  are  hesitating  to  take  the  necessary  forward  step.  In  times 
of  great  business  depression  a  high  degree  of  courage  is  needed  to 
undertake  costly  improvements. 

Although  our  high  school  department  is  not  located  in  a  modern, 
well  equipped  building,  yet  such  is  the  character  of  the  work  in  this 
department  that  the  school  lies  close  to  the  hearts  of  the  people. 
Besides  giving  the  boys  and  girls  a  preparation  for  the  important 
functions  of  good  citizenship,  those  desiring  to  do  so  can  enter 
directly  into  the  courses  of  the  good  colleges  and  universities. 

Below  the  high  school  grades  we  have  nine  grades  embracing  the 
work  of  nine  years.  On  account  of  the  lack  of  room  in  the  high 
school  department,  the  work  of  the  tenth,  our  first  high  school  year, 
is  done  under  the  supervision  of  the  principal  of  the  grammar  school. 
In  our  upper  grammar  grades  we  have  the  departmental  system  of 
teaching.  As  the  instruction  is  given  by  experienced  teachers  of  a 
high  order  of  skill  the  results  are  very  satisfactory. 
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Though  the  present  method  of  having  the  first  class  of  the  high 
school  connected  with  the  grammar  school  has  its  objections,  yet 
public  sentiment  has  been  strongly  in  favor  of  the  plan.  Many  of 
our  people  believe  that  is  has.  a  tendency  to  keep  the  boys  one  year 
longer  in  the  schools.  Whether  the  conclusions  are  right  or  wrong, 
one  fact  is  evident,  namely,  that  the  deepest  public  interest  is 
taken  in  our  combined  grammar  and  high  school  department. 

There  are  only  a  few  cities  or  boroughs  that  employ,  relatively, 
so  few  men  as  are  found  in  the  schools  of  this  borough.  For  fifty 
of  the  cities  and  larger  boroughs  of  the  state  the  average  ratio  of 
men  to  the  whole  number  of  teachers  employed  is  11  per  cent.,  but 
in  this  town  the  rate  is  only  1  per  cent.  It  would  undoubtedly  be 
to  the  advantage  of  the  schools  to  have  more  strong,  vigorous  men 
in  our  teaching  force. 

As  we  are  giving  considerable  attention  to  the  teaching  of  Eng- 
lish we  can  notice  an  improvement  in  this  important  part  of  the 
school  work.  However,  only  those  engaged  in  the  active  work  of 
teaching  fully  realize  the  practical  difficulties  encountered  when  an 
effort  is  made  to  have  the  children  fairly  proficient  in  the  use  of  the 
mother  tongue. 

We  experience  no  difficulty  through  the  enforcement  of  the  vac- 
cination law,  and  to  such  extent  have  the  people  become  familiar 
with  the  compulsory  attendance  act  that,  in  the  performance  of  his 
duties,  the  attendance  officer  meets  with  but  little  difficulty.  The 
many  cheerfully  and  conscientiously  try  to  conform  with  the  law:  the 
few  offer  excuses  of  various  kinds  for  their  indifference  and  neglect. 
Without  doubt  the  compulsory  attendance  act  is  a  wise  and  highly 
beneficial  measure. 

The  provisions  of  the  minimum  salary  act  has  had  a  favorable 
effect  upon  the  teachers.  On  account  of  the  inducements  offered, 
many  of  those  holding  provisional  certificates,  through  special  effort, 
have  won  professional  certificates.  The  number  of  those  holding  the 
low  grade  certificates  has  been  reduced  to  six.  Every  year  some  of 
our  teachers  show  a  commendable  spirit  by  passing  the  examina- 
tion for  a  permanent  certificate 

Although  a  comparatively  few  years  ago  we  had  no  teachers 
holding  normal  diplomas  and  only  five  who  held  permanent  certifi- 
cates, now  seventeen  hold  the  high  grade  certificates  and  five  are 
the  possessors  of  normal  diplomas. 

During  the  past  year  the  work  of  the  schools  was  carried  on  under 
favorable  auspices.  The  board  of  education  co-operated  with  the 
teachers,  and  the  teachers  were  zealous  and  untiring  in  their  efforts 
to  do  the  most  for  the  children  entrusted  to  their  care. 
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CONSHOHOCKEN— E.  B.  Ziegler, 


I  am  pleased  to  report  a  year  of  consistent  progress  in  the  Con- 
shohocken  Public  Schools.  There  has  been  a  deep  interest  mani- 
fested by  teachers,  parents  and  directors. 

The  teachers  have  done  their  work  faithfully,  and  have  more 
thoroughly  organized  and  systematized  their  courses  of  study.  Many 
of  them  have  pursued  supplementary  studies  in  higher  institutions 
of  learning. 

The  parents  have  frequently  visited  the  schools  and  have  en- 
deavored, for  the  most  part,  to  send  their  children  to  school  regu- 
larly, although,  on  account  of  the  financial  depression,  the  ave- 
rage daily  attendance  of  S2  per  cent,  was  somewhat  lower  than 
usual  this  year.  Many  of  the  children  were  without  sufficient  cloth- 
ing, consequently  we  had  to  be  somewhat  lenient  in  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  compulsory  education  law. 

The  Board  has  been  unusually  progressive.  They  have  kept  the 
buildings  in  good  condition,  having  improved  and  painted  them,  and 
supplied  the  rooms  with  single  desks.  For  the  High  School  they 
have  elected  a  male  principal,  also  an  additional  teacher  to  take 
charge  of  the  department  of  stenography  and  type-writing,  thus 
making  a  corps  of  five  teachers  in  the  High  School.  The  Board,  has 
furthermore,  raised  the  Superintendent's  salary,  and  has  given  an 
increase  to  his  assistants  to  the  extent  of  $400  a  year  in  the  High 
School,  and  $350  in  the  Manual  Training  Department. 

The  High  School  has  had  an  enrollment  of  132  pupils,  the  largest 
in  the  history  of  the  school,  and  has  graduated  a  class  of  2G,  a 
greater  number  than  in  any  previous  year.  Many  of  these  seven 
boys  and  nineteen  girls  expect  to  continue  their  education  in  college, 
or  other  higher  institutions. 


DANVILLE— D.  N.  Dieffenbacher. 


The  school  term  opened  with  five  new  teachers,  three  of  whom  had 
no  experience.  The  work  of  instruction  in  general  has  been  faith- 
fully and  efficiently  carried  forward  and  it  is  pleasant  to  testify  of 
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the  zeal  and  interest  manifested  by  the  teachers,  not  only  in  their 
classroom  work,  but  also  in  the  general  welfare  of  the  pupils  in- 
dividually and  collectively. 

The  enrollment  in  the  high  school  (181)  was  higher  than  ever 
before.  Our  graduating  class  numbered  twenty-one,  eight  males  and 
thirteen  females,  and  these  were  distributed  in  the  several  course** 
as  follows:  three  classical;  twelve  Latin-scientific;  and  six  Commer- 
cial. Class  day  and  commencement  exercises  were  held  in  the  Opera 
house  Thursday  afternoon  and  evening,  June  4th.  Hon.  H.  M.  Hinck- 
ley delivered  the  address  to  the  class.  The  baoculaureate  sermon 
was  preached  in  the  Grove  Presbyterian  church  on  the  evening  of 
May  31st  by  the  Kev.  Dr.  McCormick.  Eight  from  this  class  expect 
to  enter  college  in  September  next,  thus  showing  a  growing  appre- 
ciation of  higher  education. 

Commencement  exercises  were  held  in  the  three  Grammar  schools 
at  the  close  of  the  term.  Fifty  pupils  were  graduated  and  received 
diplomas.  Nearly  all  of  these  will  enter  our  high  school  next  term. 
A  musicale  was  held  in  the  high  school  room  by  the  pupils  of  the 
grades  to  show  the  nature  and  scope  of  the  work  done  in  music. 
The  room  was  packed  with  people,  while  the  musicale,  viewed  from 
every  standpoint,  was  an  unqualified  success. 

The  school  directors  purchased  two  sets  of  supplementary 
readers  for  the  third  grade,  one  hundred  Webster's  Dictionaries  for 
the  fourth  grade,  a  table  for  the  Third  ward  Grammar  school,  one 
dozen  chairs  for  the  Science  room,  five  outline  maps,  and  twenty-five 
umbrella  stands.  The  basement  of  the  First  ward  building  was 
much  improved  both  in  appearance  and  from  a  sanitary  point  of 
view,  by  the  removal  of  rubbish  and  the  use  of  a  good  supply  of  lime 
and  paint. 

Following  the  suggestions  of  District  Superintendent  Cornman  of 
Philadelphia,  statistics  were  gathered  to  show  the  extent  of  retard- 
ation in  the  grades.  The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of 
pupils  by  age  throughout  the  different  grades,  also  the  number  and 
percentage  of  these  pupils  above  "normal  age,"  i.  e.  a  first  grade  child 
of  seven  years  of  age  is  beyond  the  "theoretic"  age  limit  for  that 
grade;  a  second  grade  child  of  eight  years  of  age  is  beyond  the 
"theoretic"  age  limit  for  that  grade,  etc. 

Date  of  record  January  1,  1908. 

Total  enrollment,  960. 

Number  beyond  theoretic  age  limit  717. 

Number  beyond  theoretic  age  limit  by  one  year  or  more  489. 

Number  beyond  theoretic  age  limit  by  two  years  or  more  259. 

Number  beyond  theoretic  age  limit  by  three  years  or  more  100. 

Number  beyond  theoretic  age  limit  by  four  years  or  more  31. 

Percentage  beyond  theoretic  age  limit  74.7  per  cent. 
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Percentage  beyond  theoretic  age  limit  by  one  year  or  more  51 
per  cent. 

Percentage  beyond  theoretic  age  limit  by  two  .wars  or  more  27 
per.  cent. 

Percentage  beyond  theoretic  age  limit  by  three  years  or  more  10 
per  cent. 

Percentage  beyond  theoretic  age  limit  by  four  years  or  more  3.2 
per  cent. 

Special  effort  was  made  to  help  the  weaker  and  backward  children 
by  giving  them  individual  attention  to  the  end  that  as  many  as  pos- 
sible might  be  able  to  pass  the  grades,  and  it  is  hoped  that  more 
may  be  done  along  this  line  next  year. 

Our  school  board  believing  that  teachers  can  not  keep  up  to  the 
desired  standard  by  always  looking  on  their  own  work,  adopted  a 
rule  by  which  teachers  were  permitted  to  visit  other  schools  of  the 
same  grade.  Accordingly  many  of  our  teachers  spent  from  a  half 
day  to  a  day  visiting  schools  in  this  and  neighboring  towns  and  cities 
and  made  a  report  of  the  same.  The  information  and  suggestions 
thus  obtained  have  been  valuable. 

All  of  our  teachers  attended  the  county  institute  and  the  in- 
terest and  feeling  manifested  were  of  the  most  encouraging  char- 
acter. County  Superintendent  Derr  endeavored  to  make  the  work 
as  practical  as  possible  so  as  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  teachers  in 
the  school  room.  All  present  acquiesced  in  the  opinion  that  this 
was  one  of  the  most  pleasant  and  profitable  institutes  ever  held  in 
Montour  county. 


DUBOIS— J.  H.  Alleman. 


Considering  every  department  of  our  school  work,  it  is  gratifying 
to  report  this  year  the  most  satisfactory  during  my  six  years  of  super- 
vision, and  possibly  during  the  history  of  the  Du  Bois  public  schools. 

We  were  fortunate  in  having  a  strong  corps  of  teachers.  The 
teachers  were  exacting,  thorough,  and  uniformly  interested  and  de- 
termined to  attain  the  best  possible  results.  The  high  school 
faculty  was,  without  exception,  highly  competent  in  scholarship, 
instruction  and  discipline.  The  same  faculty  was  unanimously 
re-elected  for  another  term. 

An  encouraging  feature  in  our  schools  is  the  greater  permanency 
of  our  teaching  force.  This  permanency  is  the  result  of  the  intelli- 
gent and  progressive  spirit  of  our  directors  in  paying  higher  salaries. 
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The  majority  of  our  teachers  will  receive  an  increase  of  from  five 
to  ten  dollars  per  month  during  the  coming  term. 

The  directors  provided  more  rooms  by  building  a  six-room  annex 
to  the  Fourth  Ward  building.  The  building  now  has  fourteen  rooms 
and  is  modern  and  up-to-date  in  every  particular.  The  walls  of  all 
our  buildings  were  painted,  and  the  schools  opened  with  conditions 
that  were  pleasant,  comfortable  and  inviting. 

The  greatest  need  of  the  district  is  a  separate  high  school  build- 
ing, sufficiently  large  for  the  grammar  grades  and  the  high  school, 
and  providing  accommodations  for  manual  training,  domestic  .science, 
commercial  work,  laboratory  work,  etc.  We  are  hopeful  that  in  the 
course  of  a  year  or  two  we  may  enjoy  the  ideal  conveniences  and  ad- 
vantages so  necessary  to  centralize  our  work  and  to  place  our  system 
upon  a  more  satisfactory  and  up-to-date  basis. 

The  compulsory  attendance  law  was  rigidly  enforced,  and  fines 
v. ere  imposed  upon  not  less  than  a  dozen  indifferent  parents.  After 
parents  and  pupils  realized  that  there  was  no  escape  for  trans- 
gressors, it  became  easy  work  for  the  attendance  officer,  and  our 
attendance  attained  the  high  general  average  of  94  per  cent,  for 
male,  and  93  per  cent,  for  female.  We  will  rigidly,  yet  reasonably, 
continue  the  enforcement  of  this   law. 

The  monthly  teachers'  meetings  proved  particularly  interesting 
and  instructive.  In  addition  to  the  discussion  of  important  educa- 
tional topics  relating  to  our  immediate  school  work,  we  studied 
special  texts  on  Sociology  and  the  Science  of  Teaching.  Our  City 
institute  met  our  highest  expectations,  owing  to  the  superior  in- 
struction given  by  Hon.  R.  B.  Teitrick,  Deputy  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction;  Dr.  Jonathon  Rigdon,  Indianapolis,  Indiana; 
Supt.  J.  M.  Berkey,  Pittsburg,  Pa.;  and  Supt.  W.  M.  Peirce,  Ridgway, 
Pa. 

The  highest  attendance  during  the  term  was:  male,  903;  female, 
1,072;  total  2,035.  The  average  per  cent,  of  attendance  for  the  term: 
male  94  per  cent.;  female  93  per  cent.  The  number  of  teachers  em- 
ployed was  56.    The  highest  enrollment  in  the  high  school,  210. 

At  the  end  of  the  term  the  grammar  grades  and  the  high  school 
spent  a  day  in  recreation  and  nature  study  in  the  Luthersburg 
Grove,  all  at  the  expense  of  one  of  our  interested  and  generous- 
minded  citizens.  Mr.  Frank  Ha  line  chartered  a  special  train  and 
furnished  refreshments  and  entertainment  for  about  350  pupils  and 
citizens.  In  the  judgment  of  the  pupils  it  was  the  greatest  school 
day  in  the  year.  The  principal  purpose  in  view  was  the  study  of 
Forestry.  Hon.  S.  B.  Elliott  of  the  Pennsylvania  Forestry  Depart- 
ment addressed  the  audience  and  awakened  unbounded  interest 
among  pupils  and  citizens.     During  the  day  the  Du  Bois  Forestry 
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ciul)  was  organized,  the  first  of  its  kind  in  connection  with  the 
Pennsylvania  schools  which  has  for  its  aim  the  study  ami  preserva- 
tion of  our  forests.  Bon.  M  I.  McCreight,  Presidenl  of  the  I>u  Bois 
Hoard  of  Education,  deserves  the  credit  and  honor  for  this  special 
work  in  Forestry,  ami  he  proposes  to  continue  such  instruction  from 
year  to  year. 


DUNMORE— C.  F.  Iloban. 


The  school  year  just  (dosed  has  boon  one  of  the  most  successful 
in  the  history  of  the  town.  This  can  he  attributed  to  two  causes, 
viz:  the  increase  in  salary  brought  about  through  the  minimum 
salary  law,  and  a  school  term  of  ten  months.  The  attendance,  ap- 
plication, discipline,  and  interest  of  the  puipls  have  been  all  that 
could  be  desired.  The  teachers  have  been  tireless  in  their  efforts  to 
advance  the  interests  of  the  children  and  raise  the  standard  of  our 
schools,  and  I  feel  that  they  have  in  a  large  measure  succeeded. 

The  spirit  of  hotter  n't  ting  themselves  for  more  efficient  work  has 
not  relaxed  here.  Sixteen  teachers  have  added  extra  subjects  to 
their  certificates  during  the  year;  several  have  taken  private  work, 
and  some  are  spending  the  summer  at  Harvard  and  other  summer 
schools. 

The  compulsory  education  law  was  strictly  enforced  during  the 
year.  1G2  arrests  were  made  of  parents  who  attempted  to  drive  chil- 
dren under  age  to  work. 

Our  borough  institute  was  held  during  the  week  preceding  the 
opening  of  school,  and  was  not  only  interesting  but  very,  very  help- 
ful. We  had  as  instructors:  Dr.  Mackenzie  of  Kentucky  State  Uni- 
versity, Dr.  Larrabee  of  Keuka  College,  Prof.  Albert  of  the  Blooms- 
burg  Normal  School,  and  the  Faculty  of  the  Chambers  School  of 
Oratory. 

What  proved  of  very  great  interest  to  the  three  schools  concerned, 
was  a  triangular  literary  contest  in  which  the  Honesdale,  Carbon- 
dale  and  Dunmore  High  Schools  engaged.  The  event  took  place  at 
Carboudale  before  an  immense  audience  on  the  evening  of  May  20th. 
Each  school  had  a  representative  in  Essay,  Recitation  and  Declama- 
tion. The  affair  proved  so  popular  and  of  such  benefit  to  the  throe 
high  schools  that  it  has  been  decided  to  continue  them  as  annual 
events  hereafter. 

On  the  night  of  May  30th,  the  High  School,  the  finest  building  in 
town,  was  totally  destroyed  by  fire.     The  fire  was  of  incendiary 
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origin,  and  happening  as  it  did  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  nothing 
was  saved.  The  year  was  finished  in  temporary  quarters,  and  the 
commencement  exercises  held  in  the  Family  Theatre  in  the  city  of 
Scranton.  Twenty-seven  young  people  were  given  diplomas,  ten  in 
Latin  Scientific  Course  and  seventeen  in  the  Commercial  Course. 

To  replace  the  High  School  building  the  directors  submitted  the 
question  of  bonding  the  borough  for  $80,000  to  the  people  and  it  was 
carried  by  an  overwhelming  majority.  Plans  have  already  been  ac- 
cepted for  a  fine  new  High  School  building,  and  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  directors  to  add  four  rooms  to  one  of  the  graded  schools  and 
build  another  eight  room  building.  This  will  give  us  ample  school 
facilities;  and  what  at  first  appeared  to  be  an  irreparable  loss,  will 
prove  to  be  a  real  advantage,  for  the  town  has  been  clamoring  for 
the  past  five  years  for  a  new  up-to-date  High  School. 

The  close  of  the  year  brought  the  announcement  of  the  resignation 
of  Miss  Katherine  Curtin,  head  of  the  English  Department  in  our 
High  School.  This  caused  universal  regret,  both  among  the  pupils  of 
the  High  School  and  the  people  of  the  town.  Miss  Curtin  was  one 
of  our  most  efficient  teachers,  and  her  leaving  is  a  genuine  loss  to  the 
profession.  .» 


EASTON— Win.  W.  Cottingham. 


The  work  done  by  the  schools  of  this  city  during  the  year  just 
closed,  has  in  the  main  been  quite  satisfactory.  We  have  faithfully 
adhered  to  the  general  plans  formulated  years  ago,  and  find  that 
success  is  always  an  attendant  upon  a  wise  and  settled  policy  of 
action.  Whilst  nothing  new  by  way  of  a  departure  from  the  or- 
dinary routine  of  school-work  can  be  specialized  in  this  report,  there 
are  evidences  sufficient  to  guarantee  the  assurance  that  what  has 
been  accomplished  has  been  thoroughly  and  well  done. 

The  Teachers'  Local  Institute  was  well  attended  and  the  teachers 
have  shown  their  usual  zeal  and  skill  in  the  disposal  of  questions 
having  a  direct  bearing  on  their  professional  work.  Many  of  the 
papers  presented  on  these  occasions  gave  evidence  of  mature  thought 
and  a  just  comprehension  of  the  elements  of  approved  pedagogic 
theory  and  practice.  In  the  daily  life-work  of  the  school  room,  they 
evidenced  commendable  patience  and  enthusiasm  along  all  lines  of 
professional  effort,  particularly  in  the  direction  of  inculcating  in 
the  minds  of  the  pupils  a  hopeful  recognition  of  the  value  and  im- 
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portance  of  moral  worth  as  the  true  and  only  basis  of  noble  man- 
hood and  womanhood. 

Fire  drills:  As  a  provision  against  the  horrors  incident  to  an  out- 
break of  fire  in  school  buildings,  a  systematic  training  in  fire  drills 
was  maintained  weekly  during  the  year  in  every  school  building 
of  the  city.  To  facilitate  safe  and  easy  egress  in  an  emergency  of 
this  kind,  the  Board  of  Control  is  now  providing  all  the  school 
houses  of  the  city  with  an  ample  supply  of  modern  fire  escapes  in 
the  use  of  which  the  pupils  will  in  the  future  be  periodically  drilled 
in  order  to  insure  them  to  a  habit  of  departure  by  these  exits. 

Building  improvement:  The  capacity  of  the  present  High  School 
building  being  inadequate  to  supply  the  growing  demand  consequent 
upon  the  increased  number  of  pupils  seeking  admission  to  this  school, 
the  Board  of  Control  has  promptly  arranged  to  meet  this  necessity 
by  negotiating  for  the  erection  of  a  large  annex  to  the  present  build- 
ing to  be  completed  during  the  coming  year,  and  at  a  cost  of  $40,000 
or  more.  The  High  School  enrollment  this  year  was  387  with  a  pros- 
pective enrollment  the  coming  year  of  456. 

High  School  Commencement:  This  year's  graduating  class  con- 
sisted of  56  pupils;  18  males  and  38  females,  and  these  were  dis- 
tributed in  the  several  departments  as  follows:  Classicals,  10; 
Greek  and  Latin-Scientifics,  15;  General  Scientifics,  12  and  Com- 
mercials, 19.  As  usual  the  commencement  exercises  were  held  in 
the  Opera  House  before  a  large  and  appreciative  audience.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  awarding  of  diplomas  to  the  class  the  closing  exercises 
of  the  occasion  were  rendered  specially  interesting  by  the  cere- 
monies attending  the  formal  presentation  of  College  Scholarships 
and  Mercantile  Prize  to  the  following  members  of  the  class  who 
ranked  the  highest  in  scholastic  merit: 

Mr.  Elwood  S.  Brinker  by  reason  of  his  having  attained  the  highest 
scholarship  grade  in  the  male  division  of  his  class,  was  awarded  the 
Scholarship  of  Lafayette  College  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Board 
of  Control. 

Miss  Sara  Fuller  having  eminently  fulfilled  all  the  required  con- 
ditions in  point  of  scholarly  attainment,  was  presented  with  a 
Scholarship  of  the  Woman's  College  at  Baltimore,  Md. 

Mr.  Charles  E.  Straub  having  fully  satisfied  the  conditions  estab- 
lished by  the  Alumni  Association,  was  granted  the  Scholarship  of 
Lafayette  College  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Alumni  Association 
of  the  Easton  High  School  by  the  trustees  of  that  Institution;  and 

Miss  Leah  G.  Wolbach  having  attained  the  highest  record  of 
proficiency  in  the  Commercial  Course,  was  presented  with  the  money 
prize  annually  donated  for  the  purpose  by  the  proprietors  of  one 
of  the  leading  Mercantile  Houses  of  the  city. 
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In  behalf  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Control  it  may  be  proper 
to  allude  to  the  fact  that  they  are  ever  ready  to  endorse  and  render 
generous  support  to  any  movement  along  educational  that  will  tend 
to  benefit  their  schools  and  maintain  the  high  standard  of  attain 
ment  which  for  years  has  characterized  the  schools  of  this  city. 


ERIE— H.  C.  Missimer. 


The  school  year  has  been  marked  by  evident  signs  of  growth. 

Our  night  schools  were  four  this  year  instead  of  two  in  previous 
years.     Their  enrollment  was  629. 

The  high  school  had  an  enrollment  of  802;  the  grades,  7,170, 
showing  a  substantial  increase  over  the  figures  of  the  previous 
year. 

The  Parochial  school  enrollment  (non-public)  was  3,702. 

Other  schools  (non-public)  enrolled  248. 

Total  in  all  schools,  public,  private  and  Parochial,  12,551. 

Add  to  this  total  1,000  school  children  employed  in  the  shops 
and  factories  of  Erie,  and  multiply  the  total,  13,551,  by  5,  and  we 
have  an  estimate  of  the  population  of  our  city,  07,755. 

The  graduating  class  in  the  High  School  this  year  numbered 
114,  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  cbool.  It  began  in  1869  with 
two  graduates. 

Its  courses  are  now  well  defined  and  settled.  A  general  course 
made  up  the  modern  languages;  science,  physical  and  biological; 
mathematics;  literature  and  English;  history,  civics,  and  cook- 
ing; a  classical  course  for  those  who  want  to  go  to  college;  a  busi- 
ness department  with  a  course  of  two  years;  a  normal  department 
with  a  course  of  two  years  for  the  preparation  of  teachers,  open  to 
all  graduates  of  the  High  School  having  an  average  standing  of 
85  per  cent,  in  all  studies  on  graduation,  all  these  courses  offer  a 
wide  range  of  opportunity  to  the  young  people  who  go  to  high 
school. 

The  work  of  the  grades  in  Erie  continues  on  in  conservative 
lines:  drawing,  music,  grammar,  plus  the  eight  branches  required 
by  law,  make  up  the  round  of  work. 

Of  all  these  branches  perhaps  reading  is  the  most  indifferently 
taught  in  the  public  schools.  No  fault  can  be  found  with  the  teach- 
ing of  reading  to  beginners  in  the  primary  grades.     The  work  is 
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well  done,  and  norma]  children  learn  to  read  well  by  the  end  of  the 
first  year.  They  will  do  it,  too,  with  good  expression  and  spirit. 
In  the  grammar  grades,  all  the  naivete  of  natural  expression  and 
unaffected  manner  of  the  first  year  disappears,  and  then-  appears 
in  the  pupils  of  the  upper  grades  a  dead  level  of  monotonous  read- 
ing entirely  void  of  power,  force,  spirit  or  expression.  The  average 
teacher  simply  hears  John  read  a  paragraph,  and  then  says,  "Mary 
you  read  that,  too,"  and  so  on  ad  infinitum,  ad  rauseam,  until  the 
piece   is  finished. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  general  character  of  the  reading 
books  for  the  last  fifteen  or  twenty  years,  is  largely  responsible  for 
the  expressionless,  spiritless  reading  of  the  upper  grades  in  our 
public  schools.  Our  readers  have  all  been  constructed  on  the  theory 
that  as  silent  reading  is  the  practical  reading  required  in  life,  so 
the  drill  of  the  reading  lesson  should  be  addressed  only  to  the  proper 
comprehension  by  the  pupil  of  the  idea  and  the  meaning  of  the 
paragraph  or  selection  to  be  read.  So  our  present  readers  are 
merely  compilations  of  carefully  graded  reading  matter  appealing 
to  the  mind  of  the  compiler  not  to  the  mind  of  the  pupil,  and  in  the 
upper  number  of  the  series  generally  too  heavy  and  too  literary; 
and  in  the  geographical,  historical,  scientific,  mythological  and 
classical  allusions  entirely  beyond  the  range  of  the  present,  possible, 
or  future  experience  of  a  child  of  thirteen  or  fourteen  years  of  age, 
and  also  entirely  beyond  the  reading  or  literary  culture  of  the 
average  teacher. 

The  truth  is,  there  is  another  side  to  the  teaching  of  reading  in 
our  school  which  has  been  entirely  lost  sight  of  in  the  construction 
of  the  so-called  modern  up-to-date  readers,  and  that  is  that  reading 
is  the  only  subject  taught  in  the  schools  which  affords  the  oppor- 
tunity of  drilling  our  children  in  clean,  clear,  distinct,  pure,  arti- 
culate English,  with  the  power  to  enunciate  distinctly,  and  to  pro- 
nounce correctly  which,  after  all,  are  the  real  source  of  the  charm 
and  power  of  our  conversation  and  speaking  in  after-life. 

Our  readers  should  present  for  the  teachers  to  use,  and  the 
pupils  to  be  drilled  in,  for  each  reading  lesson,  drills  in  articula- 
tion, drills  on  the  meaning  of  words,  on  the  analysis  of  words, 
drills  on  the  law  of  emphasis,  the  law  of  modulation  and  inflection, 
the  pitch,  compass  and  quality  of  the  voice,  the  rate  of  time  of  read- 
ing the  sentence.  When  these  suggestions  are  absent  from  a  reader, 
the  average  teacher  never  thinks  of  them  and,  therefore,  never 
teaches  them. 

These  things  are  vital  to  good  reading.    They  are  the  other  side 
of  teaching  reading  generally  neglected,  totally  ignored  in  recently 
compiled  readers  and,  therefore,  never  taught. 
11—6—1908 
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Silent  reading,  it  is  true,  is  the  only  reading  we  use  in  practical 
life,  but  when  we  talk  or  speak  what  will  our  talk  or  speech  avail 
if  we  never  have  acquired  the  habit  in  school  out  of  the  reading 
lesson  of  clear  enunciation,  correct  pronunciation  and  right  expres- 
sion. 

The  Great  Apostle  stated  the  law  of  this  side  of  reading  when  he 
said:  '"And  even  things  without  life-giving  sound,  whether  piped 
or  harped,  except  they  give  distinction  in  the  sound,  how  shall  it 
be  known  what  is  piped  or  harped?" 

"So  likewise  ye,  except  ye  utter  by  the  tongue  words  easy  to  be 
understood,  how  shall  it  be  known  what  is  spoken?  for  ye  shall 
speak  into  the  air." 

This  is  the  law  that  the  compilers  of  our  readers  should  observe 
and  not  ignore. 


GREENSBURG— Thos.  S.  March. 


The  past  year  has  been  an  eventful  one  in  the  schools  of  Greens- 
burg.  There  were  many  changes  in  the  teaching  corps  and  several 
additions.  The  grammar  school  which  had  always  been  located 
in  the  High  School  building  was  removed  to  an  adjacent  building 
and  two  of  the  four  rooms  thus  vacated  were  given  over  to  high 
school  purposes,  the  other  two  being  occupied  by  fifth  and  sixth 
grades.  A  small  deserted  church  was  remodeled  to  make  a  ninth 
building  with  two  rooms.  They  are  heated  by  steam  and  have 
interior  toilet  rooms.  There  was  considerable  objection  to  the  use 
of  this  building,  but  this  seemed  to  be  the  best  plan  that  was  sug- 
gested and  the  arrangement  will  not  be  permanent. 

The  erection  of  a  new  eight  room  building  in  the  Eighth  Ward 
was  begun  in  March  of  the  last  school  year;  it  became  ready  for 
occupancy  in  January  of  the  present  school  year.  Three  rooms  were 
put  in  operation  at  that  time  and  the  old  buildings  abandoned  for 
school  purposes.  The  new  building  is  of  brick,  stone  and  tile  with 
every  convenience.  It  is  one  of  the  best  buildings  we  have  and  an 
ornament  to  that  part  of  the  town. 

In  March  a  separate  election  was  held  to  determine  whether  the 
voters  would  grant  the  board  permission  to  issue  |20,000  worth  of 
bonds  beyond  the  two  per  cent,  limit  to  be  used  in  erecting  and 
completing  two  eight  room  buildings,  one  in  the  Seventh  Ward  and 
the  other  in  the  Fourth.  It  resulted  in  a  vote  of  four  to  one  in 
favor  of  the  issue.     Ground  has  recently  been  purchased  in  the 
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former  ward  at  a  cost  of  $12,500  on  which  it  is  planned  to  place  one 
of  the  new  buildings.  The  Fourth  Ward  building  is  to  be  placed  in 
the  rear  of  the  present  number  two  building  on  a  lot  which  has  been 
in  the  possession  of  the  district  for  many  years.  The  last  action  of 
the  old  board  was  to  let  contracts  for  the  two  buildings  at  a  total 
cost  of  about  $75,000.  They  are  both  to  be  brick,  stone  and  tile 
structures  heated  by  hot  air  and  ventilated  by  a  double  fan  system. 
Both  are  to  have  individual  toilet  rooms,  similar  to  those  in  the  new 
Third  Ward  building  in  Allegheny.  The  Fourth  Ward  building  is 
to  be  classic  in  style  and  the  Seventh  Ward  one  is  to  be  in  the 
collegiate  Gothic.  Both  will  be  beautiful  structures.  We  expect 
to  be  in  position  to  put  them  to  use  on  January  next.  When  these 
are  completed,  the  whole  High  School  building  will  be  used  for 
high  school  purposes  and  the  old,  out-of-date,  unsanitary  building 
now  used  in  the  Seventh  Ward  will  be  abandoned  for  school  pur- 
poses. 

In  addition  to  the  building  operations  mentioned  above,  new 
granolithic  walks  and  steps  were  put  about  the  High  School  build- 
ing at  a  cost  of  about  two  thousand  dollars,  a  new  engine  was 
placed  in  the  number  two  building,  new  seats  were  placed  in  nine 
rooms  and  three  streets  adjacent  to  buildings  were  pared.  From 
these  facts  it  will  be  seen  that  the  past  has  been  a  busy  year  for 
the  board. 

One  of  the  first  things  to  occupy  our  attention  during  the  school 
year  wras  the  meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Educational  Asso- 
ciation in  Greensburg  on  July  3  and  4.  We  had  but  four  months  for 
preparation  and  on  this  account  were  unable  to  advertise  it  fully. 
However  we  had  a  larger  enrollment  than  the  average  and  an  inter- 
esting program.  The  Greensburg  people  responded  generously  to 
the  appeals  of  the  superintendent  and  furnished  free  entertainment 
of  various  kinds  to  the  visitors.  Hon.  George  Huff,  Messrs.  Thomas 
Lynch,  E.  H.  Bair,  E.  M.  Gross,  Scott  Lane  and  others  chartered  a 
train  to  take  the  delegates  to  visit  the  famous  Westinghouse  Works 
at  East  Pittsburg,  and  Col.  Lloyd  Huff  obtained  for  us  free  trans- 
portation upon  the  local  street  car  lines. 

During  the  year  County  Superintendent  Shaw  organized  an  asso- 
ciation of  superintendents  and  principals  of  the  county.  All  persons 
connected  with  the  schools  of  Greensburg  who  were  eligible  to 
membership,  joined  the  association.  We  had  a  number  of  interest- 
ing meetings  during  the  year.  Principal  A.  D.  Horton  of  New 
Kensington  was  the  first  president  and  the  superintendent  of 
Greensburg  is  the  president  for  the  coming  year. 

As  usual  the  superintendent  and  teachers  of  Greensburg  joined 
with  the  teachers  of  Westmoreland  County  in  the  Annual  Institute. 
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The  meeting  of  the  last  year  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  most  successful 
in  the  history  of  the  county.  Superintendent  Shaw  deserves  com- 
mendation for  the  organization  of  so  efficient  a  corps  of  instructors 
and  the  general  handling  of  the  Institute. 

On  the  first  Tuesday  of  May  the  present  superintendent  of  Greens- 
bnrg  was  unanimously  re-elected  for  the  next  term  and  at  an  in- 
creased salary.  During  the  last  three  years  the  number  of  pupils 
in  the  district  has  increased  from  1,400  to  2,300  and  the  number  of 
teachers  from  33  to  GO  next  year.  When  the  location  of  the  build- 
ings, etc.  is  taken  into  consideration,  the  work  has  been  doubled. 
The  cooperation  of  the  board  has  very  materially  lightened  the 
labors  of  the  superintendent. 

We  have  just  finished  a  successful  Commencement  week.  Nine- 
teen students  were  graduated.  Dr.  Campbell  of  Westminster  Col- 
lege delivered  the  annual  sermon  to  the  class.  Class  Day  and 
Commencement  exercises  and  an  alumni  picnic  were  a  part  of  the 
program.  The  feature  of  this  year's  Commencement  were  the  tri- 
butes paid  to  Mr.  Frank  E.  Baker,  the  popular  and  efficient  principal 
of  the  High  School,  who  has  resigned  to  take  up  work  in  Harvard 
in  which  institution  he  has  been  granted  a  fellowship.  On  Class  Day 
the  members  of  the  athletic  teams  presented  him  a  loving  cup  and 
on  the  evening  of  Commencement  Day  the  other  pupils  of  the  school 
presented  him  with  a  handsome  set  of  Shakespeare's  works.  Mr. 
Baker  has  been  with  us  for  three  years  and  in  that  time  has  won  the 
admiration  of  every  one  connected  with  the  schools.  He  is  broad 
in  his  scholarship,  thorough  in  his  teaching  and  a  disciplinarian 
without  a  superior.  He  has  done  wonders  in  elevating  the  standards 
in  the  High  School  along  all  lines.  The  whole  moral  and  intellec- 
tual tone  of  the  school  has  improved  and  we  believe  the  impression 
which  he  has  made  will  be  lasting.  We  predict  for  him  a  brilliant 
future. 


HANOVER— J.  C.  Carey. 


The  year  has  been  one  of  much  advance  and  progress.  Very  few 
changes  have  been  made  in  the  course  of  study  and  general  plang 
of  our  work  but  all  energy  and  force  were  directed  toward  strength- 
ening and    systematizing  the  work   already  laid  out. 

Vocal  music  made  continued  progress  in  its  second  year,  has 
taken  a  wonderful  hold  on  pupils  and  parents  and  has  greatly  stimu- 


No.  6.  HAHRISBURG.  165 

lated  and  brightened  the  other  work  of  the  schools.     Out  of  .school, 
its  effect  is  plainly  noticeable  in  choirs,  churches  and  various  other 
societies  and  organizations. 
The  greatest  improvement  has  been  made  during  the  year  in  the 

work  and  attitude  of  our  high  school  students.  The  advent  of  some 
new  teachers  and  a  strong  principal  lias  infused  new  life  into  the 
school.  Good  discipline  has  been  secured  and  maintained  and  there 
is  manifested  an  earnestness  of  purpose  that  means  much  for  the 
future.  A  class  of  twenty-one  were  graduated  from  tin-  school  in 
the  various  courses.  Several  of  these  will  enter  college  in  the  fall 
without  conditions,  something  under  the  old  course  of  study  our 
graduates  never  did.  Graduates  of  our  commercial  department  are 
proving  unusually  efficient  and  business  men  are  surprised  and 
pleased  with  their  ability  and  the  quality  of  work  done.  During  the 
year  the  laboratory  equipment  was  completed  and  a  full  year  of 
chemistry  with  individual  experimental  work  was  pursued  by  an  en- 
thusiastic class. 

Patrons'  Day  was  observed  in  all  the  schools  of  the  borough  May 
14.  Parents  received  invitations  in  the  handwriting  of  their  children 
to  visit  and  inspect  the  schools.  In  the  halls  and  class  rooms  dis- 
plays of  writing,  drawing,  and  various  other  work  and  exercises  of 
the  children  were  on  exhibition.  Teachers  and  pupils  went  on  with 
their  regular  routine  of  daily  work,  while  doors  were  thrown  open 
and  visitors  came  and  went  at  their  pleasure.  In  every  building 
much  interest  was  manifested,  nearly  a  thousand  visitors  were 
present,  and  children  and  teachers  received  much  praise  and  en- 
couragement. 

Our  attendance  officer  has  accomplished  much  good  in  getting 
children  to  school  but  is  greatly  hampered  by  the  insufficiency  of  the 
child  labor  laws. 

We  feel  gratified  with  the  advance  of  the  year,  the  harmonious 
support  and  action  of  teachers  and  directors,  and  the  general  senti- 
ment in  favor  of  better  teachers  and  better  equipment. 


HAHRISBURG— F.  E.  Downes. 


We  have  decided,  at  least  for  the  coming  year,  to  hold  our  annual 
teachers'  institute  on  different  days  throughout  the  year,  rather  than 
upon  consecutive  days,  as  formerly.    The  question  of  changing  our 
13 
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usual  plan  was  placed  before  our  teachers  at  one  of  our  general 
teachers'  meetings,  with  a  view  to  determining  their  preference  in 
the  matter.  A  decisive  sentiment  prevailed  in  favor  of  making  a 
trial  of  the  method  above  suggested. 

The  events  of  the  past  year  have  given  us  cause  for  continued  en- 
couragement. Important  advancements  have  been  made  looking  to- 
ward efficiency  in  teaching.  Our  school  equipment  has  been  notably 
improved,  and  the  entire  school  system  seems  to  be  in  process  of 
healthy  growth. 

As  to  increased  efficiency,  attention  has  already  been  directed  in 
former  reports  to  advancements  made  in  the  salaries  of  teachers,  to 
the  establishment  of  district  supervision,  and  to  changes  made  in 
the  manner  of  grading  and  in  the  time  of  the  annual  examinations 
ancT  transfer  of  pupils.  The  past  year  has  been  made  notable  by  the 
establishment  of  a  plan  for  the  retirement  of  teachers.  Teachers 
worn  out  mentally  or  physically  by  long  terms  of  service  may  here- 
after be  retired  and  their  places  taken  by  younger  teachers  who  will 
continue  to  increase  in  efficiency  with  their  experience.  The  pre- 
scription of  fixed  periods  during  the  year  for  the  admission  of  be- 
ginners, and  the  election  of  substitute  teachers  to  regular  employ- 
ment in  the  order  of  their  merit,  as  determined  by  various  items  of 
record,  are  other  steps  in  advance  which  have  been  made  during  the 
year,  looking  toward  the  accomplishment  of  the  same  end,  namely, 
better  results  in  teaching. 

Regarding  school  equipment,  as  important  evidence  of  improve- 
ment and  growth,  one  might  mention  that  our  school  grounds  have 
been  improved,  old  fences  torn  down,  a  playground  purchased  in 
connection  with  one  of  our  buildings,  modern  indoor  toilet  accom- 
modations substituted  in  several  buildings  for  inconvenient  and  ex- 
posed out  buildings,  the  interiors  of  many  buildings  painted  and 
made  attractive,  new  furniture  purchased  for  a  number  of  schools, 
laboratory  facilities  in  the  high  school  enlarged,  one  new  building 
erected  to  meet  our  growing  needs,  and  still  another  building  is  in 
process  of  erection  to  take  the  place  of  one  no  longer  adapted  to 
school  purposes. 

In  my  annual  report  of  one  year  ago  I  was  pleased  to  call  your 
attention  to  a  project  under  way  having  for  its  ultimate  purpose  the 
inauguration  of  a  system  of  medical  inspection  in  the  schools.  In 
the  early  part  of  the  school  year,  a  committee  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  was  appointed  to  investigate  the  entire  question  of 
medical  inspection,  and  this  committee,  after  much  arduous  labor 
and  careful  study,  has  reported  in  favor  of  a  complete  system  of 
medical  inspection  under  the  direction  of  a  physician  and  a  nurse. 
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Our  high  schools  under  the  efficient  management  of  their  princi- 
pals have  done  good  work.  A  fad  which  speaks  well  Cor  these 
schools,  as  well  as  for  the  educational  sentiment  of  the  city,  is  that 
the  enrollment  of  boys  in  our  high  school  is  larger  than  thai  of  the 
girls.  I  might  slate  that  in  the  lower  schools,  also,  splendid  effort 
has  been  put  forth  during  the  year  and  a  good  spirit  has  prevailed. 


HAZLETON— D.  A.  Harman. 


The  growth  of  the  High  School  made  it  necessary  to  use  the 
entile  building  for  high  school  purposes.  The  Hoard  of  Controllers, 
therefore,  ordered  the  remodeling  of  the  Church  Street  School 
Building  to  provide  for  six  additional  schools.  The  elementary 
grades  will  be  removed  next  term  to  the  Church  Street  Building  and 
that  will  give  as  sufficient  room  in  the  High  School  Building  and 
will  enable  us  to  provide  a  biological  laboratory,  which  about  com- 
pletes the  equipment   of  the  High  School. 

Our  teachers  were  afflicted  with  an  unusual  amount  of  sickness 
during  the  past  term.  We  were  fortunate,  however,  in  securing 
capable  substitutes  so  that  the  loss  to  the  schools  was  not  serious. 
The  Public  Library  which  was  organized  a  year  ago,  has  been 
largely  patronized.  The  new  building  has  not  yet  materialized,  but 
we  expect  that  it  will  be  erected  next  year.  The  Ladies'  Civic  Club 
with  its  Auxiliaries  is  conducting  summer  kindergartens,  play- 
grounds and  Domestic  Science  classes.  The  schools  have  been  well 
patronized  and  we  hope  for  good  results.  The  School  Board  has 
seconded  the  efforts  of  the  ladies  at  every  step. 

The  same  organization  backed  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  is  encourag- 
ing flower  gardening  at  the  homes  and  in  the  school  yards  and  have 
succeeded  in  interesting  about  a  hundred  and  thirty  children.  The 
results  are  showing  in  the  improvement  of  scores  of  front  and  back 
yards,  school  grounds,  vacant  lots.  etc. 

We  are  highly  elated  over  the  result  of  our  efforts  to  provide  pic- 
tures, statuary,  etc.  for  our  schoolrooms,  begun  about  fifteen  months 
ago.  We  have  placed  over  six  hundred  dollars  worth  of  art  subjects 
in  our  schools  during  that  time  and  we  now  have  a  committee  of 
the  Board  on  Library  and  Art,  whose  duty  it  is  to  suggest  to  the 
Board  upon  everything  pertaining  to  the  beautifying  of  the  grounds, 
school  rooms,  etc.,  as  well  as  to  represent  the  Board  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Public  Library, 
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There  are  many  things  in  connection  with  the  school  system  of 
Hazleton  that  have  greatly  encouraged  the  lovers  of  our  Public 
Schools  during  the  last  few  years.  Fortunately  there  have  always 
been  among  members  of  the  Board,  men  of  keen  foresight  and  pro- 
gressive views  who,  believing  in  the  efficiency  of  a  good  public  school 
system  and  having  the  courage  of  their  convictions,  planned  wisely 
and  liberally.  The  schools  are  now  reaping  the  benefit  of  their 
wisdom  and  generosity,  and  the  men  who  have  succeeded  them 
are  desirous  of  continuing  the  good  work  and  of  planning  and  execut- 
ing still  better  things  for  the  young  people  of  our  city.  In  this  pur- 
pose, they  are  heartily  supported  by  the  public  press  and  by  a  great 
majority  of  our  citizens. 

There  is  still  much  to  be  done  but  we  have  faith  to  believe  that 
the  good  work  will  go  right  on. 


HAZLE  TOWNSHIP,  LUZEKNE  COUNTY— Joseph  B.  Gabrio. 


Number  of  school  buildings, 27 

Number  of  school  rooms, 79 

Seating  capacity  of  rooms, 3,573 

Number  of  teachers  employed, 81 

Number  of  male  pupils  enrolled, 1,795 

Number  of  female  pupils  enrolled, 1,643 

Number  of  pupils  iu  high  school, 114 

Number  of  pupils  admitted  to  high  school, 72 

Number  of  night  scholars, 284 

A  teachers'  institute  was  held  each  month  and  our  teachers  were 
regular  in  attendance.  We  have  a  corps  of  faithful  and  earnest 
teachers  who  have  been  well  trained  for  their  work,  and  who  are 
ever  ready  and  willing  1o  do  their  utmost  for  the  educational  ad- 
vancement of  the  township. 

Sixteen  evening  schools  were  opened  during  the  year.  The  en- 
rollment in  these  schools  shows  a  falling  off.  The  boys  and  girls 
who  should  attend  these  schools  have  not  yet  reached  the  age  where 
they  fully  realize  the  importance  of  even  a  rudimentary  education. 

New  buildings  were  erected  at  Cranberry  and  Coxeville  and  addi- 
tions were  built  to  the  Alter  Street  and  East  Diamond  Avenue 
buildings.  Additional  rooms  were  opened  at  Humboldt  and  Stock- 
ton. New  furniture  was  placed  in  the  schools  at  Lattimer  and  Har 
leigh. 
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On  the  llli  of  June  the  annual  commencement  was  hold  in  the 
Hazle  Park  Theatre.  Nineteen  students  of  the  high  school  were 
graduated  before  a  Large  and  appreciative  audience.  The  patrons 
of  the  schools  look  forward  lo  these  exercises  with  greal  pleasure. 


HOMESTEAD— J.  M.  Norris. 


The  year  just  closed  has  been  an  uneventful  one,  yet  I  think  we 
never  have  had  so  much  interest  taken  in  matters  pertaining  to  the 
education  of  our  children.  The  teachers,  school  directors  and 
parents  all  alike  seemed  more  than  ever  alive  to  the  great  responsi- 
bilities that  rested  upon  them  in  this  matter  of  public  education. 

The  interest  seemed  to  center  in  our  High  School  and  we  had 
this  year  the  largest  graduating  class  we  ever  had  in  the  history 
of  the  Homestead  schools.  Our  class  numbered  32  and  we  have 
75  listed  for  next  year's  class.  The  enrollment  in  the  high  school 
is  very  large  considering  the  size  of  our  borough.  We  enrolled  last 
year  in  the  High  School  department  211.  This  is  by  far  the  largest 
number  ever  enrolled  in  the  High  School. 

We  graduated  97  from  the  eighth  grade  last  year  and  this  was  the 
largest  number  that  ever  completed  the  work  of  the  eighth  grade  in 
a  single  year. 

We  are  now  in  sore  need  of  a  new  High  School  Building  and  we 
hope  this  may  soon  be  achieved.  Our  people  are  beginning  to  realize 
that  we  have  outgrowrn  our  facilities  for  handling  our  boys  and  girls 
who  have  entered  the  High  School. 

The  work  of  the  C.  M.  Schwab  Manual  Training  School  has  been 
enlarged.  We  are  now  planning  to  give  some  sort  of  Manual 
Training  in  all  of  the  grades. 

I  find  it  hard  not  to  say  a  word  of  commendation  for  our  board 
of  education.  We  have  a  board  of  15  of  our  best  citizens  who  meet 
monthly  to  transact  the  business  entrusted  to  their  care  and  it  is 
a  rare  thing  to  have  a  member  absent  from  any  meeting. 

Although  our  borough  is  very  young  and  all  of  the  school  build- 
ings have  been  recently  built  at  great  expense,  yet  our  school  board 
by  wise  management  has  been  'enabled  to  pay  very  high  salaries 
and  still  have  our  public  education  cost  our  borough  proportionately 
less  than  in  most  places. 
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The  average  eo«1  per  pupil  per  month  in  the  United  States  was 
$2.84  while  in  Homestead  it  lias  never  cost  us  $2  until  this  year 
when  we  paid  |2.03  per  pupil  per  month. 

This  achieveinenl  says  much  for  the  prudence  of  our  local  school 
management  when  we  consider  that  Homestead  maintains  a  sepa- 
rate Manual  Training  School  and  a  large  High  School  as  well. 

The  average  salary  paid  male  teachers  was  $  105.50  per  month  and 
for  female  teachers  was  f  70.44. 

The  enrollment  for  the  year  was  males  1,200  and  females  1,258, 
making  a  total  of  2,518. 

The  percentage  of  attendance  was  91. 


HUNTINGDON  BOROUGH— E.  R.  Barclay. 


The  work  done  in  our  schools  during  the  past  year  was  generally 
very  good,  despite  the  fact  that  one-third  of  our  teachers  were  new 
to  this  borough  and  needed  constant  supervision.  We  aim  to  employ 
only  well  trained  teachers  who  have  credentials  of  successful  ex- 
perience but,  we  too,  ate  occasionally  deceived  by  the  endorsements 
and  strong  recommendations  of  school  officials  from  other  districts 
who  want  to  get  rid  of  a  weak  teacher.  I  know  of  no  code  of 
ethics  anywhere  which  will  justify  a  superintendent  or  school  board 
in  highly  recommending  a  poor  teacher  to  a  neighboring  district,  es- 
pecially when  a  private  professional  letter  of  inquiry  is  written  ask- 
ing about  the  teacher.  When  shall  we  expect  better  and  more 
professional  treatment  from  school  officials?  It  seems  to  me  that 
i  In-  welfare  of  our  children  and  citizenship;  that  the  professional 
spirit  of  the  age  and  the  protection  of  our  tax-payers  demands  that 
school  officials  honor  their  word.  When  this  is  done  we  can  rea- 
sonably expect  better  teachers,  for  there  will  be  fewer  weak  teachers 
who  change  annually  from  one  part  of  the  state  to  another  and  there 
will  be  a  different  construction  put  upon  teacher's  contiacts  about 
which  we  hear  of  so  many  complaints  in  being  broken. 

The  personnel  of  our  teachers  wa*s  as  follows:  Three  college  grad- 
uates; eleven  normal  school  graduates;  ten  who  hold  permanent  or 
state  certificates,  and  who  have  taken  advanced  studies  at  our  col- 
leges  or  normal  schools;  three  who  hold  professional  certificates  ami 
two  who  hold  provisional  certificates.  With  one  exception  all  have 
had  more  than  two  years  experience. 
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We  had  several  interesting  Teachers'  Meetings  dining  the  year 
and  numerous  grade  meetings,  all  of  which  were  heartily  supported 
by  our  teachers.     Our  Patrons'  Day  invitations  brought   out   over 

three  hundred  patrons  and  friends  of  the  school  who  encouraged 
and    helped    us.     Out    of   this   number,    possibly    one-fourth    were 

fathers,  (business  men)  who  look  a  half  day  off  to  see  how  the  chil- 
dren were  doing  in  school. 

The  number  of  males  enrolled  during  the  year  was  601,  and  the 
number  of  females  was  632,  making  a  total  of  1,233,  of  which  13G 
were  in  the  High  School.  At  our  commencement  exercices  on  the 
evening  of  May  29th,  eighteen  girls  and  five  young  men  were  grad- 
uated from  the  High  School. 

During  the  year  just  closed  our  board  spent  thousands  of  dollars 
in  needed  repairs  and  improvements.  Sanitary  closets,  a  new  heat- 
ing plant  and  the  beautifying  of  school  grounds  were  among  the 
most  prominent.  The  board  has  been  most  generous  in  supplying  all 
the  wants  of  the  schools  and  we  feel  that  higher  salaries  for  teachers 
is  about  the  only  thing  in  their  power  which  we  need  for  good 
schools. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  extend  my  sincere  thanks  to  those  who 
have  made  the  work  of  the  year  a  success,  to  the  Department  for 
courtesy  and  advise,  to  the  board  for  its  wise  administration  of 
affairs,  to  the  press  for  its  aid  to  publicity,  and  lastly  to  the  noble 
and  self  sacrificing  teachers  who  contributed  so  much  to  the  success 
and  welfare  of  the  work. 


JEANNETTE— Theo.  B.  Shank. 


Our  schools  closed  on  June  the  third  with  a  rousing  picnic.  We 
had  no  graduating  class  in  our  High  School  owing  to  a  four  years' 
course  having  been  introduced  three  years  ago.  Next  June  will  be 
the  first  class  for  Jeannette  which  has  had  four  years  work.  Dur- 
ing the  year  we  added  a  very  well  equipped  physical  laboratory  and 
this  year,  we  will  add  one  for  chemistry. 

A  number  of  changes  were  made  in  our  grammar  grades  in  the 
way  of  monthly  promotions  to  different  divisions  of  the  same  year 
and  with  marked  success. 

We  had  very  little  contagion.  During  the  coming  session,  we  have 
recommended  medical  inspection  and  a  number  of  physicians  have 
offered  their  services  for  this  important  work. 
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Steel  ceilings  were  placed  in  an  eight  room  building  last  summer 
and  this  year  the  High  School  rooms  will  be  enlarged  and  steel 
ceilings  put  on.  Our  High  School  has  increased  from  thirty,  five 
years  ago,  to  150  for  the  corning  session. 

We  are  grateful  to  the  department  at  Harrisburg  for  their  uni- 
form courtesy  to  us  since  living  in  the  state  and  especially  during 
the  past  year. 


JOHNSTOWN— James  N.  Muir. 


The  total  enrollment  in  all  the  schools  during  the  term  was  6,836. 
Of  this  number  365  were  enrolled  in  the  High  School.  6,236  pupils 
were  reported  for  the  fifth  school  month,  which  was  the  greatest 
monthly  enrollment  for  the  term.  Of  this  number,  340  were  enrolled 
in  the  High  School.  There  was  a  gradual  falling  off  in  attendance 
from  the  fifth  school  month  to  the  end  of  the  school  term,  with  but 
5,828  pupils  enrolled  during  the  ninth  school  month,  2,866  boys  and 
2,962  girls.  Of  this  number,  326  were  enrolled  in  the  High  School, 
127  boys  and  199  girls. 

Forty-five  seniors  received  diplomas  of  graduation.  290  pupils  re- 
ceived certificates  of  promotion  and  are  entitled  to  enter  High 
School.  We  may  expect  at  least  500  pupils  to  enter  High  School  in 
the  fall. 

There  were  414  pupils  perfect  in  attendance  in  the  elementary 
grades  and  36  in  the  High  School  during  the  school  year.  The  per 
cent,  of  attendance  for  the  first  seven  months  was  94,  for  the  ninth 
school  month  93,  for  the  term  93. 

The  following  figures  show  a  comparison  in  conduct  for  the  last 
three  years,  with  a  remarkable  increase  in  punctuality  for  the  year 
just  closed: 

05  06    06-07    07-08 

Registration  in  High  School, 358       404       365 

Cases  of  tardiness,    2,135      923       694 

Cases  of  suspension, 15         31  6 

Registration  in  elementary  schools 6,412    6,308    6,471 

Cases  of  tardiness,       .  . .  .' 4,863    1,908    1,300 

Cases  of  corporal  punishment,   827       732       878 

Teachers'  meetings  have  been  held  regularly  during  the  year  for 
the  consideration  and  discussion  of  the  grade  work.  At  the  meet- 
ings the  supervisors  went  over  the  work  for  the  coming  month,  dis- 
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cussed  i(  willi  the  teachers,  and  gave  such  directions  ;is  might  seem 
necessary.  Care  1ms  been  taken  not  to  make  these  directions  too  ex- 
plicit, but  to  leave  as  much  opportunity  as  possible  for  the  teacher 
to  use  her  own  judgment.    The  great  majority  of  teachers  are  glad 

to  learn  and  welcome  suggestions  in  their  work.  To  assign  a  defi- 
nite piece  of  work  for  the  month  and  to  make  suggestions  on  this 
work  are  the  purposes  for  which  the  supervisors  and  superintendent 
call  these  special  grade  meetings. 

The  Training  Class  which  was  conducted  by  the  superintendent 
every  Monday  afternoon  throughout  the  school  year  finished  the 
work  outlined  for  the  year  on  Monday,  March  23rd.  Hinsdale's  Art 
of  Study  was  the  text  used  for  the  basis  of  study.  This  work  has 
been  a  great  benefit  to  all  the  teachers  who  attended  the  class. 

The  board  has  just  adopted  the  cadet  system  to  better  train 
High  School  graduates  for  leaching.  An  expert  substitute  teacher 
has  been  elected  at  a  salary  of  $80  per  month. 

The  Teachers'  Annual  Institute  was  held  in  the  High  School  Audi- 
torium, August  28,  21),  30  and  November  29  and  30,  1907.  The  in- 
structors for  the  first  session  were  Dr.  Robert  R.  Kelly,  President 
of  Earlhall  College,  Richmond,  Ind.;  Dr.  P.  P.  Claxton,  University  of 
Tennessee,  Kuoxville,  Tenn.;  Mrs.  Harry  Christy,  Indiana,  Pa.  Miss 
Emma  Loeffler  of  New  York  City,  vocalist. 

During  the  second  session  of  the  institute  the  instructors  were 
Dr.  J.  C.  Hockenberry,  Instructor  of  Pedagogy  and  Psychology, 
California  State  Normal  School;  Supt.  James  M.  Coughlin  of  Wilkes- 
Barre,  Pa.;  Mr.  Walter  Scott  Perry,  Director  of  the  Department  of 
Fine  and  Applied  Art,  Pratt  Institute,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  delivered 
two  illustrated  lectures,  one  on  Japan,  the  other  on  Great  Masters 
of  Italian  Painting.  Miss  Grace  Potter  of  New  York  City,  primary 
work;  Miss  Elsie  McKenrick  of  Ebensburg,  Pa.,  violinist. 

The  plan  for  the  Arbor  Day  exercises  was  conducted  very  much 
along  the  same  line  as  in  1907.  Special  exercises  with  addresses 
in  nearly  all  the  school  buildings  were  held  on  April  24,  1908.  Dr. 
H.  A.  Surface,  head  of  the  State  Department  of  Economic  Zoology 
at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  addressed  the  High  School  pupils.  Some  of  the 
most  prominent  men  and  women  in  the  city,  interested  in  the 
forestry  problem,  gave  freely  of  their  time  and  talents  and  very  ex- 
cellent addresses  were  delivered  to  the  children.  The  effort  to  im- 
press on  the  minds  of  the  children  the  importance  of  preserving  the 
American  forestry,  the  bulwark  really  of  the  Nation's  industry,  was 
determined.  The  children  were  brought  to  a  realization  of  the  fact 
that  the  time  to  act  is  now. 
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The  following  shows  an  increase  in  salaries  of  teachers  given  in 
the  different  departments  during  the  last  three  years: 

Principal  of  the  High  School  received  an  increase  in  salary  of 
$400;  present  salary,  $1800.  One  high  school  teacher  received  an 
increase  of  $300;  two  high  school  teachers,  $200;  six  high  school 
teachers,  $100.  A  manual  training  teacher  w-as  elected  in  the  High 
School  at  a  salary  of  $1,200. 

Four  supervisors  each  received  an  increase  of  $200;  superinten- 
dent's clerk,  $240. 

The  salary  of  one  principal  in  a  ward  school  was  increased  from 
$90  to  $111.11  per  month;  one  from  $105  to  $111.11;  two  from  $90  to 
$100;  one  from  $95  to  $100. 

All  tlie  sixth  grade  teachers  were  given  an  increase  of  $5  per 
mouth. 

Three  new  brick  school  buildings  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  when 
school  opens,  August  31st.  A  new  six-room  building  located  on 
Village  Street,  seventeenth  ward;  a  new  six-room  building  located 
on  the  present  Meadowvale  school  site,  seventh  ward;  and  a  new 
twelve  room  building  to  replace  the  old  six-room  Bheam  building 
located  in  the  eighteenth  ward.  I  believe  all  pupils  will  be  well 
housed  during  the  coming  year. 

Two  one-room  portable  school  houses  w-ere  secured  during  the 
year  to  relieve  the  crowTded  conditions  in  different  parts  of  the 
city. 

Plans  and  specifications  are  completed  for  a  new  sixteen-room 
school  building  at  Roxbury,  eighth  ward.  Eight  rooms  are  to  be 
completed  at  once.  This  will  take  the  place  of  the  old  four-room 
school  building  now  in  use  at  Roxburv. 


LANCASTER— R.  K.  Buehrle. 


N.  B. — Some  words  in  the  following  report  are  printed  in  an 
amended  form  of  orthography  at  the  request  of  the  author. 

Teachers — Nothing  shows  the  progress  of  the  school  system  in  our 
city  in  a  better  light  than  the  change  in  the  character  of  the 
teachers  appointed.  Whereas  formerly  graduates  of  our  high  school 
or  indeed  any  one  with  fair  knowledge  of  the  common  English 
branches  was  considered  qualified  to  teach,  it  has  cum  to  pass  now 
that  very  few  indeed  ar  employd  as  teachers  in  our  schools  who 
ar  not  graduates  of  normal  school  or  college.  Twenty-eight  years 
ago  but  one  college  graduate  and  not  a  single  graduate  of  a  normal 
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school  \v;is  found  in  our  corps  of  teachers,  and  this,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  thai  Franklin  and  Marshall  College  within  the  city  limiis 
and  the  First  Pennsylvania  State  Normal  School  only  four  miles 
away  had  carried  on  their  educational  work,  the  former  since  is."):; 
and  the  latter  since  L859,  while  to-day  ther  ar  seven  college  grad- 
uates and  fifty  graduates  of  normal  schools  in  charge  of  om-  schools. 

German  and  English  Schools— Among  the  peculiar  features  of  our 
educational  system,  the  attention  paid  to  instructors  in  the  German 
along  with  the  English  language  from  the  time  thai  the  pupil  enters 
the  lowest  grade  until  he  or  slm  graduates,  merits  a  passing  notice. 
Such  instruction  is  given  in  six  .schools  in  the  southern  districts  of 
the  city.  These  German  and  English  schools  were  established  about 
forty  years  ago,  when  the  number  of  German  inhabitants  was  rela- 
tively much  larger  than  a  I  present.  The  course  of  study  and  the 
standard  of  promotion  to  the  different  grades  are  the  same  as  in  the 
schools  where  only  one  language  is  taught,  the  progress  of  the  pupils 
not  being  in  the  least  retarded  by  their  study  of  an  additional  lan- 
guage, and  no  difficulty  has  thus  far  been  experienced  in  finding 
grade  teachers  qualified  to  teach  both  languages. 

It  seems  to  me  that  this  successful  experiment  is  worthy  of  con- 
sideration by  those  who  ar  or  wil  in  the  future  be  interested  in 
the  enrichment  of  courses  of  study  for  grade  schools,  especially  as  a 
knowledg  of  the  German  language  is  daily  more  imperatively  re- 
quired as  a  condition  of  admission  to  higher  institutions  of  lerning, 
as  wrel  as  in  the  pursuit  of  science  and  in  commercial  intercom's. 

Co-education — Another  thing  in  which  Lancaster  has  been  very 
conservative  is  co-education,  using  that  work  in  the  sens  of  iden- 
tical education  by  which  is  understood  that  boys  and  girls  study  the 
same  branches,  recite  in  the  same  classes,  and  to  the  same  teachers. 
In  our  city  there  ar  still  quite  a  number  of  fifth,  sixth,  seventh  and 
eighth  grade  schools  attended  by  one  sex  only,  and  I  ought  to  ad 
that  for  quite  a  number  of  years  no  preference  for  co-education  has 
been  exprest  to  the  degre  of  asking  that  children  be  transferd  to 
such  a  school  becaus  co-educational  but  frequent  requests  to  the 
contrary  hav  been  preferd.  Our  high  school  pupils  wer  sent  to 
separate  schools  from  a  co-educational  one  over  thirty  years  ago  and 
continu  to  attend  such  schools  to  the  present  day;  for  it  is  only  thre 
years  since  a  very  tine  high  school  building  was  opend,  for  girls 
exclusively,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  the  general  public. 

Supervision — In  many  cities  the  principal  of  the  bilding  is  a 
teacher  who  does  not  teach  but  simply  supervises  the  other  teachers 
and  the  janitors  and  wher  this  is  the  case,  the  superintendent  in 
so  far  as  his  superintendence  of  the  teachers  is  concerned,  finds  his 
occupation  gone.     In  large  cities  wher  buildings  attended  by  thou- 
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sands  of  pupils  ar  the  rule,  such  an  arrangement  may  be  best,  but 
it  is  nevertheles  unfortunate  that  the  principal,  who  is  presumed  to 
be  the  best  qualified  teacher,  finds  no  time  to  teach  and  that  he 
therefor  does  not  keep  in  sympathetic  tuch  with  the  work  and  es- 
pecially not  with  the  pupils.  One  of  the  consequences  of  this 
practis  is  the  frequent  serious  disagrements  of  such  principals  with 
the  superintendent  and  the  consequent  lack  of  co-operation  be- 
tween them  to  the  serious  disadvantages  of  the  system.  Lancaster 
has  been  loath  to  adopt  this  arrangement  and  the  duties  of  the 
superintendent  ar  consequently  not  limited  to  office  work  as  is  often 
the  case  elswher.  He  is  expected  to  directly  supervise  the  work 
of  all  the  teachers,  principals  included,  and  all  our  principals  ar 
expected  to  teach  classes  of  pupils  the  greater  part  of  their  time, 
and  grade  principals  all  the  time,  the  same  as  other  teachers.  Their 
duties  as  principals  ar  very  limited,  but  they  ar  very  freely  con- 
sulted by  the  teachers  in  their  respectiv  buildings  and  their  advice 
is  often  requested. 

Kindergartens — Our  free  kindergartens  ar  gaining  in  public 
estimation,  but  the  board  stil  contents  itself  with  granting  rooms 
and  fuel  fre  of  expens  and  an  annual  appropriation  of  eight  hun- 
dred dollars  towards  the  maintenance  of  two  such  institutions  by 
the  Free  Kindergarten  Association. 

In  Memoriam — The  Slate  thru  the  community  maintains  and 
conducts  its  public  schools  thru  a  Board  of  School  Directors.  The 
excellence  of  the  system  is  fundamentally  conditiond  by  their  zeal 
in  the  cans  of  education  and  their  faithfulness  in  the  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  their  office.  The  departure  from  this  life  of  Hon. 
J.  B.  Warfel  president  of  the  Board  of  School  Directors,  who 
served  as  a  member  of  the  Board  for  thirty-eight  consecutive  years, 
was  therfor  a  great  los  to  the  schools  of  this  city.  In  his  official 
career  he  proved  the  wisdom  of  the  law  which  makes  the  office  one 
of  honor  not  of  profit;  for  it  would  be  difficult  indeed  if  not  im- 
possibl  to  secure  equal  service  if  the  office  wer  one  having  money 
valu. 


LANSFORD— E.  E.  Kuntz. 


The  past  few  years  have  brought  about  some  improvement  in  the 
Lansford  schools,  but  in  no  year  has  as  much  progress  been  made  as 
in  the  past  school  year.  Various  forces  have  been  at  work  to  bring 
about  these  improvements,  namely:  the  new  State  law  in  raising  the 
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minimum  of  Balary  Eor  teachers,  and  granting  increased  appropriation 

to  such  an  extent  that  teachers  work  better  with  a  view  to  haying 
their  salaries  raised  even  above  the  minimum  set  by  law;  an  ex- 
cellent board  of  directors  in  giving-  its  utmost  Bupport  to  the  corps 
of  teachers,  and  furnishing  every  needed  book  and  form  of  supplies, 

and  granting  increase  in  salaries  as  merited  by  the  individual 
teacher;  and  lastly,  the  interest  shown  by  the  teachers  in  their 
work,  encouraged  by  good  support,  necessary  supplies,  and  the 
"Certificate  of  Proficiency"  idea. 

We  contend  that  our  work  was  strengthened  by  the  interest  taken 
by  the  teachers  in  the  proper  planning  of  their  day's  work.  No 
teacher  can  do  the  work  so  well  as  when  planned  beforehand,  no 
matter  how  well  the  teacher  may  know  and  understand  the  sub- 
ject or  subjects  to  be  taught.    We  use  a  series  of  plan  books. 

In  addition  to  the  improvements  in  the  school-room  work,  we  feel 
proud  of  the  good  showing  made  in  attendance,  our  percentage  of 
attendance  for  the  year  ranging  between  94  and  95  per  cent.  Our 
attendance  has  gradually  improved  in  proportion  to  the  stress  laid 
upon  the  "Compulsory  Attendance  Law,"  and  the  fact  that  the 
public  is  becoming  educated  to  the  importance  of  this  law. 

Due  to  the  overcrowding  of  our  primary  grades  and  the  lack  of 
room,  we  were  compelled  to  put  our  primary  grades  on  half-day 
sessions.  The  step  proved  a  wise  one,  the  classes  were  stronger  in 
this  grade  this  year  than  in  previous  years. 

We  graduated  a  class  of  eleven  this  year,  ten  ladies  and  one  gentle- 
man. Of  these  seven  took  the  teachers'  examination  and  passed 
very  creditably.  As  this  is  the  largest  class  to  be  graduated  in 
years,  and  the  high  school  has  grown  in  proportion,  we  can  report 
that  a  larger  percentage  of  pupils  are  taking  advantage  of  the  high 
school  than  formerly.  We  feel  gratified  also  that  so  many  take 
up  advanced  courses  of  study  after  finishing  the  public  schools 
here. 

During  the  year  the  teachers  conducted  a  course  of  lectures  and 
entertainments,  which  proved  a  success,  both  financially  and  from 
the  stand-point  of  entertainment.  By  a  series  of  entertainments 
by  the  high  school,  we  have  raised  enough  funds  to  place  a  new 
piano  in  the  high  school  building. 

Extensive  improvements  were  made  to  our  school  buildings  dur- 
ing the  year.  In  several  rooms,  new  furniture  was  placed  through- 
out, and  an  entirely  new  flushing  system  was  put  into  the  high 
school  building.  Several  more  rooms  will  be  refurnished  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

12—6—1908 
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We  wish  at  this  time  to  thank  the  State  Department  of  Educa 
tioB  for  the  hearty  support,  courtesies,  and  promptness  shown  in 
all  our  communications. 


LEBANON— K.  T.  Adams- 


At  the  beginning  of  the  present  school  year  we  established  two 
new  departments,  namely,  Manual  Training  and  Domestic  Science. 
These  two  new  departments  were  very  popular  and  helped  our 
schools  in  many  ways.  New  interest  was  added  for  those  who  were 
formerly  inclined  to  dislike  their  studies,  and  those  who  had  an 
over-abundance  of  nervous  energy  found  an  opportunity  in  the 
manual  training  and  domestic  science  to  equalize  their  forces. 
Toward  the  end  of  the  session  we  gave  an  exhibition  of  the  work 
done  in  both  of  these  departments  and  a  large  number  of  parents 
and  patrons  visited  it.  Many  who  had  never  visited  our  schools 
in  former  years  were  present  and  were  very  enthusiastic.  We 
feel  that  the  addition  of  these  two  departments  has  greatly  in- 
creased educational  interest  in  our  community  and  has  also  added 
to  the  popularity  of  the  schools. 

We  are  glad  to  state  that  the  people  are  taking  a  deeper  in- 
terest in  other  departments  of  education  as  well  as  in  the  new  de- 
partments. Our  high  school  has  been  increasing  in  number  for  the 
last  five  or  six  years,  while  the  number  of  school  children  in  the 
city  has  not  been  increasing.  Two  years  ago  we  added  an  extra 
teacher  to  the  high  school  faculty  and  we  find  it  necessary  to  add 
another  next  year.  Every  room  in  our  high  school  building,  in- 
cluding the  superintendent's  office,  is  used  for  high  school  work,  and 
next  year  wo  shall  be  obliged  to  use  the  reading  room  of  our  library 
for  a  recitation  room.  The  board  is  now  trying  to  devise  ways  and 
means  for  the  erection  of  a  new  high  school  building.  We  have 
gradually  broadened  the  course  of  study  so  as  to  meet  the  general 
needs  of  the  community  and  we  can  now  give  to  the  boys  and  girls 
of  Lebanon  an  opportunity  to  prepare  for-  almost  any  college  in  the 
United  States.  In  the  near  future  we  hope  to  develop  the  manual 
training  department  into  a  technical  high  school  in  which  the 
pupils  may  lie  prepared  to  enter  a  large  number  of  the  more  im- 
portant trades. 

The  compulsory  school  law  has  been  quite  rigidly  enforced.  Our 
special  school  is  still  in  successful  operation  and  seems  to  be  a  necos- 
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sary  evil,  it  is  like  the  county  jail,  it  is  nm  the  pupils  that  get 
into  it  thai  are  helped  so  much  as  those  who  fear  they  will  ^et 
into  it  if  they  do  uoL  behave  themselves  and  go  t<>  school  regularly. 
Our  attendance  in  this  school  for  the  year  did  oo1   average  more 

than  twelve,  but  if  we  had  not  had  it  in  operation,  there  would 
probably  have  been  more  than  twice  that  number  upon  the  streets 
or  that  would  have  been  a  source  of  worriment  to  the  teachers. 

Last  fall  we  employed  three  special  substitutes  who  were  engaged 
all  year  either  in  teaching  for 'those  teachers  who  were  unable  to 
teach  on  account  of  sickness  or  other  reasons,  or  in  coaching  those 
pupils  who,  for  various  reasons,  had  fallen  behind  in  their  work. 
The  work  of  the  special  substitutes  has  proved  very  beneficial  both 
to  teachers  and  pupils.  Formerly,  when  we  had  inexperienced 
substitutes  it  would  often  take  a  teacher  more  than  a  week  to 
get  her  school  back  to  the  condition  in  which  she  left  it,  even  when 
she  had  been  away  for  but  one  or  two  days.  Now  she  can  leave  her 
school  for  a  day,  a  week,  or  a  month,  with  the  assurance  that  when 
she  returns  it  will  be  in  as  good  condition  as  when  she  left.  Former- 
ly if  the  slow  pupil  was  coached  or  helped  outside  of  class,  it  was 
done  by  the  teacher,  usually,  after  school  hours.  Now  the  pupil 
is  sent  to  a  separate  room  with  one  of  the  substitute  teachers  who 
shows  him  how  to  study  the  lesson  and  helps  him  to  overcome  the 
difficult  parts.  In  this  way  many  of  those  who  were  weak  in  their 
classes  have  been  enabled  to  pass  into  the  next  grade. 

During  the  year,  aside  from  the  Annual  Institute,  nine  institutes 
or  teachers'  meetings  were  held,  in  which  most  of  the  teachers  took 
part  in  discussing  papers  of  general  interest  to  education.  At  one 
of  these  meetings,  Henry  Turner  Bailey,  of  Massachusetts,  delivered 
a  very  interesting  and  profitable  lecture  on  "The  Place  and  Power 
of  Drawing  in  the  Public  Schools."  In  nearly  every  grade  monthly 
grade  meetings  were  held,  in  which  we  discussed  various  subjects 
pertaining  to  the  work  in  the  different  grades. 

Our  school  year,  as  a  whole,  has  been  one  of  the  most  successful 
in  the  history  of  the  Lebanon  schools  and  with  our  present  school 
system  in  such  splendid  working  order,  the  outlook  for  the  future  is 
very  hopeful. 


McKEESPORT— Joseph  B.  Richey. 


I  lake  pleasure  in  submitting  to  the  Department  of  Education  my 
sixth  annual  report  for  the  schools  of  this  city. 
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The  new  schedule  of  salaries  which  was  adopted  by  the  Board  of 
Education  has  proven  to  be  fair  and  just  to  the  teachers.  The 
schedule  was  published  in  full  in  my  report  to  the  Department  last 
year.  The  minimum  salary  is  forty  dollars  per  month  and  the 
maximum  salary  seventy-live  dollars  per  month  for  the  grades.  It  is 
possible  for  a  teacher  beginning-  with  a  salary  of  forty  dollars  per 
month  to  receive  five  dollars  per  month  increase  each  year  until  her 
salary  is  seventy-five  dollars  per  month.  The  increase  depends  upon 
experience,  grade  and  certificate. 

For  the  school  year  of  1906-07  we  received  $31,790.94  from  the 
state  as  our  share  of  the  appropriation  of  $5,500,000  or  |5,780  for 
each  $1,000,000  of  the  amount  appropriated  by  the  state.  For  the 
school  year  1907-08  we  received  $36,303.81  as  our  share  of  the  ap- 
propriation of  $7,500,000. 

The  law  governing  the  distribution  of  the  state  appropriation  has 
not  changed,  yet  McKeesport  School  District  received  $7,046  less 
than  it  should  have  received.    Why  this  shortage?    Answer: 

The  last  Legislature  passed  a  bill  making  the  minimum  salaries 
of  teachers  holding  provisional  certificates  forty  dollars  per  month 
f.nd  the  minimum  salaries  of  teachers  with  two  years  experience  and 
holding  professional  certificates  or  State  Normal  diplomas  fifty  dol- 
lars per  month.  The  bill  also  provided  that  all  districts  not  pay- 
ing, in  1906,  salaries  equal  to  the  minimum  salaries  provided  for 
in  the  new  law  should  be  paid  the  difference  from  the  state  appro- 
priation before  it  was  divided  for  general  distribution. 

In  other  words  the  Legislature  of  the  state  passed  a  bill  putting 
a  premium  upon  the  actions  of  the  Boards  of  Education  paying  small 
salaries  and  taking  the  money  which  rightly  belonged  to  School 
Boards  who  had  been  paying  good  salaries. 

Because  our  Board  of  Education  was  paying  a  minimum  salary  of 
forty-five  dollars  per  month  in  1906  is  no  reason  why  $7,046  of  the 
state  appropriation  should  be  taken  from  this  city,  and  given  to 
school  districts  much  better  able  to  pay  teachers  good  salaries  than 
(Ids  district,  but  were  not.  1  know  of  no  law  passed  in  the  history 
of  the  state  which  is  so  unjust,  undemocratic  and  unfair  as  the 
minimum  salary  law  passed  by  the  last  Legislature.  I  am 
sure  that  all  the  teachers  and  educators  heartily  approve  the  law 
fixing  the  minimum  salaries  at  forty  dollars  and  fifty  dollars  per 
month,  but  the  minimum  salary  law  should  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  distribution  of  the  state  appropriation. 
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MAHANOY  CITY— W.  N.  Ehrhart. 


The  school  term  closed  with  the  high  school  graduating  exer- 
cises held  on  the  evening  of  May  28.  The  grammar  school  promo- 
tion exercises  were  held  the  day  previous.  The  exercises  of  both 
schools,  whether  viewed  from  a  literary  or  musical  standpoint,  were 
highly  creditable  to  the  pupils,  and  were  much  appropriated  by  the 
large  audiences  that  attended  them.  Seventy-five  pupils  received 
certificates  of  promotion  to  the  high  school.  Nineteen  graduated 
from  the  high  school,  thirteen  from  the  academic,  and  six  from  the 
commercial  department. 

The  work  of  the  several  grades  as  prescribed  by  the  new  curricu- 
lum of  studies  adopted  a  year  ago,  was  faithfully  carried  out.  From 
personal  observation  and  from  many  tests  and  examinations  per- 
sonally conducted,  I  conclude  that  our  work  was  thoroughly  done. 
The  fact  that  five-sixths  of  our  first  grade  teachers  of  the  past  year 
were  either  without  previous  experience  in  teaching,  or  without 
previous  experience  in  our  methods,  presented  unusual  difficulties 
at  the  beginning  of  the  term.  But  by  means  of  frequent  grade 
meetings,  by  frequent  visitation,  and  by  concentrated  effort  where 
it  was  most  needed,  these  difficulties  were  to  a  large  extent  removed, 
and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  a  careful  examination  of  the  first  grade 
schools  indicated  a  degree  of  progress  which  compares  favorably 
with  that  of  previous  years. 

The  problem  of  sufficient  room  for  the  comfortable  accommoda- 
tion of  the  children,  a  problem  which  was  supposed  to  be  solved  a 
ycai  or  two  ago,  again  confronted  the  school  authorities  last  fall. 
The  large  classes  in  the  grammar  grades  compelled  the  board  to 
look  for  relief.  A  room,  long  since  abandoned  for  day  school  pur- 
poses, was  accordingly  fitted  up,  and  a  new  school  opened.  The 
measure  was  however,  unfortunate.  The  room  was  illy  adapted 
to  accommodate  a  school.  The  teacher's  health  failed,  substitutes 
were  frequently  employed,  and  the  progress  of  the  school,  as  a  con- 
sequence, proved  an  exception  to  the  general  rule. 

Another  teacher,  making  the  number  five  in  all,  was  added  to  the 
high  school  staff  at  the  beginning  of  the  term.  This  enabled  us  to 
broaden  the  course  of  study.  German  was  added,  and  Latin  was 
begun  a  year  earlier.  The  new  course  of  study  is  more  flexible  than 
the  old,  and  enables  pupils  to  elect  their  studies.  The  commercial 
work,  heretofore  coordinated  with  the  other  branches,  was  made  a 
separate  department,  and  this  plan  has  proved  satisfactory. 
14 
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The  average  daily  attendance  of  our  schools  was  a  small  trac- 
tion, above  ninety  per  cent,  of  the  enrollment.  This  indicates  that 
in  spite  of  the  heroic  efforts  of  the  attendance  officer  and  of  the 
teachers  to  secure  good  attendance,  almost  ten  per  cent,  of  the 
pupils,  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  each  day,  failed  to  respond  to 
the  school  bell.  This  is  largely  due  to  the  habitual  carelessness 
v.  hich  rules  in  so  many  families  respecting  the  education  of  chil- 
dren; for  the  public  health,  generally  speaking,  was  good,  and  no 
ipiucinic  of  any  kind  prevailed  to  prevent,  in  a  serious  manner, 
the  attendance  of  the  children  at  school.  A  large  majority  of  the 
children  enrolled  in  the  public  schools  are  of  immature  age,  and 
their  progress  from  day  to  day  depends  almost  entirely  on  their 
actual  contact  with  the  teacher.  Ten  per  cent,  of  non-attendance 
retards  the  progress  of  the  classes,  and  a  special  school  for  irregu- 
lars, truants,  and  misfits  has  been  suggested. 

The  registration  of  children  of  proper  school  age  is  believed  to  be 
very  imperfect  in  one  fit  the  wards  of  the  town.  This  ward  is  said 
to  have  more  children  than  any  other  in  the  county,  and  it  is  here 
that  the  foreign  element  of  our  population  is  to  a  large  extent 
colonized.  The  reason  for  the  imperfect  enrollment  is  that  the 
remuneration  of  the  assessor,  whose  duty  it  is  to  make  the  enroll- 
ment  is  too  small  to  warrant  the  time  and  attention  the  matter 
deserves.  The  name,  together  with  the  age  and  address  of  every 
child  of  school  age,  should  appear  on  the  assessors'  rolls  in  order 
that  such  child  may  be  readily  found  and  promptly  placed  in  a 
school  if  the  teachers'  rolls  show  that  he  is  not  already  there.  The 
atlendauce  officer  cannot  find  children  not  enrolled,  and  many  thus 
manage  to  escape  the  provisions  and  penalties  of  the  compulsory 
attendance  laws.  The  board  should  authorize  a  correct  enumera- 
tion of  the  children  in  this  populous  ward.  A  truant  officer  was  em- 
ployed the  entire  term,  and  did  all  in  his  power  to  bring  children  to 
school,  to  prevent  liuancy,  and  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  the  com- 
pulsory attendance  laws. 

In  our  day  and  generation  every  teacher  ought  to  have  profes- 
sional training  before  taking  charge  of  a  school.  The  best  place 
for  the  acquisition  of  such  training  is  the  Normal  School.  Our 
school  board  should  encourage  young  people  to  graduate  from  the 
Normal  School  by  showing  a  preference  for  them  when  vacancies 
occur.  If  the  board  were  to  adopt  the  policy  oT  employing  normal 
graduates  only,  the  efficiency  of  our  primary  teaching  would  be  in- 
creased. A  year  or  two  spent  at  a  Normal  School  after  graduating 
from  the  High  School,  would  not  only  make  a  pupil  a  better  scholar, 
but  the  professional  training,  the  practice  of  teaching,  the  polish 
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Here  acquired,  and  the  general  environment  of  the  school  would 
;ill  contribute  to  inspire  higher  ideals  and  make  a  better  teacher. 
Therefore  lei  our  boards  encourage  young  people  to  graduate  from 
Normal  schools  by  giving   them   the  lirs!    chance   when   vacancies 

occur. 


MAHANOY  TOWNSHIP,  SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY— Daniel  P. 

Guinan. 


During  the  year  one  more  new  school  building  was  elected  in  the 
district. 

The  purpose  was  a  matter  of  convenience  for  pupils  attending 
school  to  have  the  building  nearer  to  their  homes. 

As  the  number  of  pupils  will  not  warrant  two  teachers  it  will 
necessarily  be  an  ungraded  school. 

Pupils  formerly  had  been  attending  graded  schools  more  distant 
from  their  homes  and  the  disadvantage  of  an  ungraded  school  is 
probably  a  greater  obstacle  to  school  progress  than  the  incon- 
venience of  distance. 

The  building  will  be  ready  for  the  opening  of  school  at  the  nexl 
term,  and  will  relieve  one  of  the  over  crowded  primaries. 

The  number  of  pupils  at  the  Suffolk  primary  was  in  excess- of  the 
Reating  capacity  of  the  room  and  it  became  necessary  to  either  build 
an  additional  room  at  Suffolk  or  in  the  village  from  whence  some 
of  the  pupils  came. 

Building  at  Suffolk  would  have  retained  the  advantages  of  a 
graded  school  for  these  pupils  and  the  erection  of  the  room  in  the 
home  village  would  oiler  the  advantage  of  convenience  to  home. 

The  most  noticeable  results  of  a  teacher's  efforts  are  in  graded 
schools,  and  pupils  are  more  encouraged  in  their  study  through  the 
rivalry  or  enthusiasm  of  class  work. 

Small  classes  invite  indifference  on  part  of  pupils,  sometimes  lack 
of  enthusiasm  on  the  part  of  the  teacher. 

The  increased  number  of  teachers  in  the  school  district  has  en- 
abled the  superintendent  to  equalize  the  work  in  the  different 
schools,  so  that  each  school  ranges  from  twenty  to  thirty  pupils  for 
the  teacher. 

The  number  of  recitations  daily  has  been  increased  and  a  defi- 
nite amount  of  work  has  been  covered  each  school  year. 

Many  of  the  pupils  attending  the  central  advanced  school  are 
at  the  expense  of  paying  car-fare  and  some  are  obliged  to  walk  a 
distance  of  3|  miles  each  way  to  and  from  school. 
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I  believe  the  attendance  at  the  school  can  be  made  more  regular 
were  the  school  board  empowered  by  law  to  pay  for  transporta- 
tion to  such  central  school. 

None  of  the  residents  or  citizens  of  the  township  are  owners  of 
any  of  the  assessed  real  estate  within  the  district,  hence  are  not 
able  to  comply  with  the  present  requirements  to  petition  for  con- 
veying pupils  to  school. 


MEADVILLE—  U.  G.  Smith. 


I  herewith  submit  my  eighth  and  last  report  of  the  Meadville 
public  schools.  On  account  of  a  serious  and  painful  accident  which 
befell  me  iu  Chicago  last  summer,  while  attending  a  course  of  lec- 
tures on  school  administration  at  the  University  of  Chicago,  I  have 
found  it  necessary  to  go  to  a  milder  and  steadier  climate  tnan 
we  have  in  this  locality.  1  have,  therefore,  accepted  the  position  of 
superintendent  of  schools  at  Medford,  Oregon. 

It  is  with  great  regret  that  we  sever  the  rjleasant  relations  which 
we  Lave  enjoyed  in  Meadville  and  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  for 
so  long.  Our  interest  in  the  educational  affairs  of  the  "Keystone" 
state  shall  not  vanish. 

Although  we  were  greatly  hindered  during  the  past  year  in  our 
efforts  to  pursue  a  course  of  personal  observations  and  leadership 
in  our  schools,  we  are  pleased  to  say  that,  through  the  faithfulness 
and  diligence  of  principals  and  teachers,  substantial  progress  has 
been  made  in  all  departments  of  our  schools.  The  revised  course  of 
study  for  the  high  school  has  proved  to  be  a  move  in  the  right  direc- 
tion to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  school  in  meeting  the  needs 
of  the  student  body,  and  of  the  community.  With  the  extensions 
of  the  commercial  work  to  stenograph},  type-writingg,  and  business 
law,  as  soon  as  the  board  is  able  to  do  so,  the  course  will  contribute 
all  that  can  be  expected  from  a  conservative  up-to-date  high  school. 
The  course  of  study  for  the  elementary  schools  as  revised  by  us 
together  with  subsequent  modifications  in  methods  of  instruction, 
is  thorough,  modern,  and  efficient.  The  board  has  voted  to  add 
manual  training  for  boys  in  the  grammar  grades  and  in  the  first 
year  of  the  high  school,  to  cover  the  same  amount  of  time  as  sha1 
be  given  the  girls  in  sewing  and  domestic  science,  which  will  doubi 
less  prove  to  be  a  valuable  addition  to  the  courses  of  instruction 
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It  has  been  a  pleasure  to  me  to  work  in  Meadville.  The  wel- 
fare of  the  children  in  the  schools  and  of  tin-  teachers  lias  always 
been  near  my  limit.  It  has  been  truly  an  inspiration  to  enjoy  the 
hearty  co-operation  of  teachers,  pat  ions  of  the  schools,  and  of  the 
Board  of  School  Controllers  in  carrying  out  the  work  of  the 
schools,  and  to  them  I  extend  my  sincere  gratitude  for  the  many 
courtesies  extended  to  me  while  Superintendent  of  the  Meadville 
schools. 


MIDDLETOWN— H.  J.  "Wickey. 


After  another  successful  year  our  schools  closed  May  27.  The 
closing  was  marked  by  the  public  transfer  exercises  when  43  pupils 
were  promoted  to  the  high  school.  This  is  the  largest  class  ad- 
mitted to  the  high  school  within  a  period  of  ten  years.  Ten  stu- 
dents were  also  graduated  from  the  high  school,  Prof.  C.  H.  Albert 
of  Bloomsburg  Normal  School  giving  the  address  to  the  class.  The 
high  school  enrollment  was  85  pupils,  fifty-five  per  cent,  of  whom 
were  boys.  The  adoption  of  a  four  years'  course  a  few  years  ago 
has  resulted  in  giving  considerable  tone  and  interest  in  the  high 
school  department.  The  enrollment  next  year  should  reach  the  100 
mark. 

The  minimum  salary  act  resulted  in  increasing  our  pay  roll 
about  $2,000  per  annum.  The  general  increase  in  salaries  had  a 
splendid  effect  upon  our  entire  system  of  schools.  The  teachers  en- 
tered upon  their  duties  with  greater  enthusiasm  and  spirit  and  the 
work  accomplished  was  far  superior  to  that  of  former  years. 

The  compulsory  attendance  law  was  reasonably  well  enforced. 
Our  Chief  of  Police  serves  as  truant  officer.  His  uniform  has  a  good 
effect  upon  the  would-be  truants.  Frequently,  something  more  than 
the  uniform  is  necessary  for  the  enforcement  of  the  law. 

Regular  teachers'  and  grade  meetings  were  held  throughout  the 
year.  In  the  grades  special  stress  was  laid  upon  the  teaching  of 
reading  and  language  work.  The  papers  read  at  the  meetings  by 
the  teachers  were  of  high  order  and  at  times  brought  forth  con- 
siderable discussion.  Addresses  were  given  by  Hon.  R.  B.  Teitrick, 
Prof.  W.  M.  Rife  and  others. 

With  the  promise  of  a  large  enrollment  for  next  year,  and  hope- 
fully expecting  a  resumption  of  work  in  our  manufacturing  plants, 
we  approach  the  new  school  year  with  some  assurance  of  a  banner 
year. 
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MILTON— W.  A.  Wilson. 


We  have  completed  a  year  of  good,  honest,  loyal  work  by  teachers 
and  pupils. 

Our  attendance  officer  has  served  us  faithfully  and  efficiently; 
he  increased  our  average  daily  attendance  from  1,098  in  1907,  to 
1,166  in  1908. 

Our  hope  of  securing  a  bond  issue  for  building  a  new  high  school 
building  was  blasted  at  the  election  held  for  that  purpose.  We  hope 
for  a  better  result  next  time. 

We  have  employed  a  supervisor  of  music  and  drawing  for  next 
year's  work. 

Public  interest  in  the  schools  as  the  effort  of  our  splendid  board 
of  education  to  improve  educational  facilities  for  Milton  children, 
is  more  clearly  understood. 

I  am  under  great  obligations  to  Dr.  Schaeffer  and  the  Department 
for  help  and  advice  during  the  past  year. 


MONESSEN— Robt.  W.  Himelick. 


There  has  been  a  marked  improvement  in  every  department  of 
the  school.  On  account  of  the  rapid  growth  of  the  town  we  have 
felt  that  this  is  about  the  first  year  that  we  have  been  able  to  do 
good  solid  work.  The  people  are  more  interested  in  the  schools 
than  ever  before.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  they  are  beginning 
to  feel  that  Monessen  is  their  home. 

We  held  our  annual  visiting  day  on  April  24,  1908.  There  were 
more  than  one  thousand  people  who  visited  the  schools  and  inspect- 
ed the  work.  The  Manual  Training  work  was  one  of  the  special 
fcil ores  of  the  exhibit. 

The  school  board  is  erecting  a  new  eight  room  building  in  the 
Third  Ward.  The  building  will  be  modern  in  every  respect.  When 
this  is  completed  we  will  have  ample  room  for  every  child  of  school 
age  in  Monessen. 
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Our  commencement  week  was  very  .successful.  All  of  the  exer- 
cises were  well  attended  and  a  deep  interest  in  all  these  affairs  was 
manifested  by  the  people  in  general.  Dr.  George  Gerwig  of  Allegheny 
made  the  address  at  the  grammar  grade  exercises.  Dr.  B.  l».  Me- 
Gormick,  of  the  University  of  Pittsburg,  spoke  at  the  high  school 
commencement. 

We  were  pleased  to  have  a  visit  from  Mr.  Hertzog.  He  gave  many 
helpful  suggestions.     We  hope  to  see  him  soon  again. 

We  are  grateful  to  the  Department  for  all  of  the  favors  received 
during  the  year. 


MOUNT  CAKMEL— S.  II.  Dean. 


During  the  past  year  45  teachers  have  had  an  average  of  44  pupils, 
and  no  teacher  has  had  more  than  50. 

This  year  we  had  three  Institutes  when  the  Board  employed  in- 
structors to  meet  the  teachers  Friday  afternoon  and  evening  and 
Saturday  morning. 

During  the  year  our  teachers  have  made  a  careful  study  of  Hall's 
"Aspects  of  Child  Life." 

Plans  have  been  adopted  for  a  16-room  building  to  accommodate 
the  children  of  our  fast  growing  town. 

More  progress  has  been  made  in  the  grades  this  year  than  any 
other  during  the  16  years  that  I  have  been  here.  The  language  work 
has  taken  a  stride  forward  and  the  pupils  are  able  to  think  better 
and  work  more  accurately. 

All  of  our  teachers  are  experienced.  The  increase  of  salary  gives 
little  hope  to  the  young  men  to  win  them  from  their  first  love. 

We  have  among  the  45  teachers,  2  college  graduates,  38  normal 
graduates  and  5  having  permanent  certificates.  The  2  substitute 
teachers  are  also  normal  graduates  and  give  their  whole  time  to 
school  work. 


NANTICOKE— John  Wm.  Griffith. 


Although  no  great  changes  have  occurred  in  our  educational 
affairs,  we  believe  that  evidences  of  advancement  are  to  be  seen  on 
every  hand.    As  in  years  past  our  citizens  have  taken  a  friendly  in- 
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terest  in  the  .schools,  and  in  consequence  the  general  trend  of  public 
opinion  and  sentiment  has  been  in  the  right  direction  educationally. 

The  increased  State  appropriation  which  enabled  the  Board  of 
Directors  to  make  an  advance  in  salaries,  ranging  from  five  dollars 
to  twenty  dollars  according  to  experience  and  merit,  was  a  source 
of  happiness  to  the  force  as  well  as  an  incentive  to  renewed 
effort. 

The  progressive  spirit  of  our  school  board  has  in  no  way  shown 
itself  to  better  advantage  than  in  a  readiness  to  provide  the  neces- 
sary accommodations  for  the  children.  In  a  community  where  the 
population  grows  as  rapidly  as  it  does  in  ours,  the  worth  of  the 
directors  may  be  pretty  accurately  gauged  by  the  manner  in  which 
this  perplexing  problem  is  solved.  In  the  last  two  years  seats  for 
five  hundred  pupils  have  been  provided;  and  to  relieve  the  over- 
crowded condition  of  the  eighth  ward  building  plans  have  been 
prepared  for  a  four  room  addition  to  the  present  structure.  When 
the  schools  open  in  the  fall  we  shall  have  seating  capacity  for  the 
children  of  this  ward. 

Our  high  school  course  was  enriched  a  few  years  ago  by  the  addi- 
tion of  a  commercial  course.  Keeping  in  mind  that  to  the  great 
majority  the  high  school  is  a  finishing  school,  the  directors  felt  the 
need  of  placing  within  the  reach  of  the  students  such  subjects  as 
elementary  economics,  elements  of  business  law,  commercial  geog- 
raphy, typewriting  and  stenography,  in  addition  to  the  scientific 
subjects  and  to  the  English  usually  taught  in  the  high  school..  In 
establishing  this  course  of  study  the  directors  were  enfluenced  by 
two  things  (1)  the  demand  of  the  business  interest  of  the  community 
for  pupils  acquainted  with  the  above  subjects,  and  (2)  the  belief 
that  the  people  whose  money  supported  the  schools  are  entitled  to 
all  the  benefits  that  can  be  secured  to  them.  Of  the  nineteen  who 
were  graduated  from  our  high  school  on  the  first  of  June,  six  finish- 
ed the  four  years'  commercial  course,  a  fact  which  shows  that  the 
addition  of  the  above  branches  has  touched,  to  some  degree  at 
least,  the  needs  of  young  men  and  women  who  desire,  or  are  com- 
pelled, to  enter  the  activities  of  life  and  to  become  members  of 
the  social  organism  without  preparation  other  than  may  be  had  in 
the  high  school. 

I  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  the  directors,  principals, 
teachers,  parents  and  children  for  the  hearty  co-operation  that  has 
been  given  throughout  the  year. 
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NEW  BRIGHTON     C.  C.  Green. 


A  spirit  of  harmony  pervaded  the  New  Brighton  schools  during 
the  past  year.  Teachers,  directors,  parents,  and  pupils  united  with 
us  in  an  effort  to  improve  the  schools. 

We  appealed  to  the  people  for  their  co-operation,  and  they  re- 
sponded  with  enthusiasm.  We  held  several  patrons'  meetings  and 
1  hey  were  all  fruitful  of  good  results.  At  one  of  these  meetings  over 
six  hundred  parents  were  present. 

We  have  seen  many  evidences  of  progress  during  the  past  year. 
Teachers'  salaries  have  been  increased,  the  standard  of  teachers' 
qualifications  has  been  raised,  school  buildings  and  grounds  have 
been  placed  in  good  condition,  and  several  hundred  dollars  have 
been  expended  in  improving  the  school  library. 

Music  was  introduced  in  the  high  school  and  it  has  served  to  make 
school  life  more  attractive.  This  is  the  feeling  expressed  by  the 
pupils  themselves.  A  concert  was  given  by  the  high  school  pupils, 
and  the  proceeds  were  turned  over  to  the  Liberty  Fund. 

Two  successful  literary  societies  were  conducted  in  the  high 
school.  These  societies  were  under  the  strict  supervision  of  the 
teachers  and  were  considered  an  important  part  of  the  school  work. 
All  productions  were  carefully  corrected  by  the  teachers.  Repre- 
sentatives from  our  high  school  won  the  High  School  Oratorical 
contest  at  Grove  City  in  1907  and  1908. 

The  annual  Alumni  Banquet  was  held  at  the  Beaver  Valley 
Country  Club.  Many  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  community  were 
present,  and  helped  to  emphasize  the  importance  of  public  educa- 
tion. 

The  work  in  the  grades  was  in  most  cases  well  done.  Our  first 
and  eighth  grades  were  especially  strong. 

Grade  meetings  were  held  each  month.  The  teachers  took  a  live- 
ly interest  in  these  meetings,  and  testified  that  they  found  them 
very  helpful. 


NEW  CASTLE— T.  A.  Kimes. 


Commencement  exercises  held  on  the  evening  of  May  29th,  marked 
the  close  of  a  suceessful  year.  The  class  numbered  sixty-three, 
forty-three  of  them  had  completed  the  academic  work  and  twenty  of 
them  the  commercial. 
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Much  interest  was  manifested  during  the  year  by  both  pupils  and 
teachers.  In  addition  to  the  ward  meetings  that  were  held  three 
times  each  month  in  each  school  building,  there  were  two  meetings 
for  each  grade  held  under  the  direction  of  the  superintendent  and 
five  general  teachers'  meetings.  At  the  general  meetings,  we  were 
addressed  by  some  educator  of  note  and  from  whom  much  that  was 
practicable  was  received. 

Our  school  board  has  again  shown  a  progressive  spirit  by  a  general 
increase  in  salaries;  the  minimum  was  raised  from  forty  to  forty-five 
dollars  and  the  maximum  from  fifty-four  to  sixty  dollars. 

Our  schools  were  much  broken  up  during  the  year  by  contagious 
diseases,  yet  in  spite  of  this  fact,  good  work  has  been  accomplished. 

In  brief,  a  spirit  of  progress  is  in  evidence  throughout  the  entire 
school  system  and  the  desire  of  the  school  authorities  to  place  our 
schools  on  a  higher  plane  is  fast  becoming  a  reality. 


NEWPORT  TOWNSHIP,  LUZERNE  COUNTY— H.  U.  Nyhart. 


Our  schools  closed  a  very  successful  ten-month  term  on  June  19th, 
1908.  The  work  was  successful  not  because  of  any  unusual  occr- 
euce  but  because  of  the  hearty  co-operation  of  parents,  teachers, 
school  board,  and  attendance  officer. 

It  was  necessary  to  add  two  teachers  to  the  teaching  force. 
With  this  addition  the  schools  are  still  crowded  so  that  it  was  de- 
cided to  build  a  new  building  at  Glenlyon.  The  contract  for  a  six- 
room  brick  building  was  awarded  to  the  Nanticoke  Construction 
Company.  This  building  is  to  be  completed  before  December  1st, 
1908. 

During  the  latter  part  of  October  the  schools  in  a  part  of  the 
district  were  compelled  to  close  on  account  of  an  epidemic  of  scarlet 
fever.  The  attendance  was  somewhat  disturbed  during  the  entire 
year  both  by  the  fever  and  the  quarantine.  In  a  few  cases  the 
people  thought  that  the  quarantine  was  unnecessary  but  the  health 
officers  working  in  conjunction  with  the  school  authorities  com- 
pelled the  observance  of  the  rules  of  the  Commissioner  of  Health. 

Two  of  the  teachers  left  the  district  to  accept  more  lucrative  posi- 
tions. Mr.  Ebenezer  Evans  who  had  taught  a  number  of  years  in 
the  high  school  was  elected  Supervising  Principal  of  the  schools  of 
Parsons,  Pa.,  and  Mr.  George  Turner  accepted  a  position  in  the 
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Recorder's  Office.  These  changes  caused  a  little  disturbance  in  the 
work. 

During  the  year  greater  emphasis  was  placed  on  the  teaching  of 
English.  Some  extra  work  was  done  in  all  the  grades  and  the 
"Picture  Lessons  in  Composition"  continued  to  be  used  in  all  grades 
above  the  second.  The  results  in  this  work  were  very  gratifying  to 
all  concerned. 

The  second  annual  musical  by  the  high  school  was  one  of  the 
most  pleasing  and  inspiring  events  of  the  year.  Prof.  Anthony  again 
demonstrated  his  ability  to  interest  high  school  pupils  and  their 
parents  in  a  high-class  musical  entertainment.  In  this  day  of 
trashy  music  it  is  essential  that  young  people  should  be  led  to  appre- 
ciate and  enjoy  good  music. 


XORRISTOWN— A.  8.  MARTIN. 


The  school  year  closing  June  1,  1008,  was  a  prosperous  one.  With 
few  exceptions,  all  the  schools  did  commendable  work. 

Several  steps  indicative  of  progress  were  taken.  The  courses  of 
study  were  revised.  All  subjects  which  did  not  have  a  direct  educa- 
tional value  were  eliminated  and  others  of  accepted  value  were 
added.  English  is  emphasized  in  all  the  courses.  In  the  eighth  year, 
a  choice  is  permitted  between  English  grammar  and  German;  a 
five  months  course  of  political  geography  and  physiology  is  followed 
by  a  five  months  course  in  science  including  physics  and  type 
studies  in  nature  subjects;  a  five  months  study  of  United  States 
History  is  followed  by  a  course  in  civics  and  current  events;  and 
mathematics  includes  arithmetic  and  algebra.  The  high  school 
courses  are  based  on  four  study  subjects  a  day.  Four  courses  are 
offered.  • 

In  order  that  the  eighth  year  work  may  be  made  as  efficient  as 
possible,  the  eighth  year  grades  were  consolidated  at  two  schools. 
The  work  is  arranged  in  departments  which  are  placed  in  charge 
of  teachers  adapted  to  teach  the  different  subjects  assigned  them. 

The  Joseph  K.  Gotwals  public  school  was  completed  and  occu- 
pied in  February.  A  description  of  this  fine  building  was  given  in 
last  year's  report. 

The  spirit  of  school  room  decoration  continued  during  the  year. 
Mr.  John  E.  Overholtzer,  who  made  extensive  contributions  last 
year,  contributed  to  the  Public  School  Library  a  copy  of  the  series 
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of  ''The  Triumph  of  the  Idea  of  Liberty  of  Conscience  in  the  Holy 
Experiment  of  Pennsylvania''  by  Violet  Oakley.  This  series  was 
prepared  particularly  for  our  library.  It  has  since  been  put  on 
general  sale.  The  Alumni  of  the  High  School  have  made  the  follow- 
ing contributions:  Class  of  '75,  "Panels  from  Cantoria  Frieze"  by 
Lucca  Delia  Kobbia;  Class  of  '85,  The  Acropolis;  Class  of  '95,  "Can- 
terbury Pilgrims"  by  Sewall;  and  class  of  '08,  Bust  of  Longfellow. 
These  are  all  good  copies  of  excellent  works  of  art  and  will  exert  a 
wholesome  influence  on  the  many  pupils  who  daily  come  in  contact 
with  them.  The  splendid  example  of  the  donors  of  these  works  of 
art  is  worthy  of  adoption  on  a  large  scale. 

Faithful  teachers,  a  progressive  school  board  and  a  public  in- 
terested in  education  are  the  factors  which  are  responsible  for  the 
good  work  in  our  schools. 

We  gratefully  acknowledge  the  help  and  advice  which  has  been 
so  cheerfully  furnished  us  by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 


OIL  CITY— C.  A.  Babcock. 


At  the  beginning  of  the  year  some  desirable  changes  were  made 
in  the  course  of  study  in  the  High  School.  Bookkeeping  was  made 
a  whole  year's  work  iustead  of  one-half  year.  Stenography  and 
typewriting  were  added  and  made  a  year's  study. 

These  changes  in  connection  with  the  courses  in  manual  train- 
ing and  domestic  art  and  domestic  science  make  our  high  school 
courses  conform  in  a  greater  degree  than  ever  before  to  the  insistent 
demand  of  our  times  that  high  school  graduates  should  be  able  to 
enter  at  once  into  some  of  the  practical  activities  of  life,  to  earn 
something  so  as  to  be  able  to  help  themselves  in  a  further  course  of 
education,  or  to  help  their  parents  for  the  sacrifices  made  necessary 
for  their  present  attainments.  These  were  recommended  by  the 
Superintendent  several  years  ago  but  the  finances  of  our  young  city 
delayed  their  introduction. 

Toward  the  end  of  the  year  a  start  was  made  in  practical  garden- 
ing, by  dividing  the  school  yards  into  sections,  and  assigning  these 
to  different  classes. 

The  work  was  all  done  out  of  school  hours  and  awakened  enthu- 
siasm among  the  children  which  was  good  to  see,  and  which  pro- 
mised much  for  the  future.    Much  was  accomplished  in  beautifying 
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the  school  grounds  and  in  arousing  the  pride  of  the  pupils  in  the 
appearance  of  their  surroundings.  In  school  gardening  we  believe 
there  is  greal  hope  for  (he  health  and  happiness  of  the  children 
and  for  the  welfare  of  our  citizens;  "Let  us  dig  in  our  garden"  was 
said  to  be  the  most  important  message  of  the  eighteenth  century  to 
the  world.    It  seems  to  be  needed  now. 

The  work  of  the  graded  schools  was  as  usual  up  to  the  gold 
medal  standard.  The  class  entering  the  high  school  next  year  will 
number  over  sixty  per  cent,  of  the  number  entering  the  first  grade, 
as  has  been  the  case  for  several  years. 

The  graduating  class  numbered  fifty-six.  Both  the  commence- 
ment and  prize  contest  called  out  audiences  that  more  than  filled 
the  Auditorium. 


OLYPHANT— M.  W.  Cummings. 


Our  schools  closed  on  June  5th  after  a  successful  term  of  nine 
months.  The  principal  feature  of  the  term  was  the  rigid  enforce- 
ment of  the  compulsory  attendance  law.  In  my  last  report  to  the 
Department  of  Public  Instruction,  I  spoke  of  the  impunity  with 
which  this  law  and  the  child  labor  law  were  being  ignored  by 
parents  and  employers.  As  a  result  of  that  report,  an  investigation 
was  begun  by  the  Department  of  Mines,  and  I  was  requested  to 
appear  before  the  local  mine  inspector,  Mr.  Evans,  and  the  legal 
representative  of  the  department,  Mr.  John  R.  Jones  of  Scranton, 
to  make  good  my  assertion  that  the  child  labor  law  was  being  vio- 
lated. 

I  furnished  the  inspector  with  the  names  of  about  fifty  boys,  who, 
I  claimed,  were  illegally  employed,  and  as  a  result  about  twenty 
of  them  were  discharged  by  the  inspector.  Few  of  them,  however, 
returned  to  school.  Boys  discharged  from  one  breaker,  sought  and 
obtained  work  in  another,  and  very  little  good  was  accomplished  by 
the  investigation. 

On  my  recommendation,  the  board  now  determined  on  a  rigid  en- 
forcement of  the  compulsory  attendance  law.  Notices  were  served 
upon  the  superintendents  of  the  several  collieries  and  factories  to 
furnish  the  school  authorities  with  the  names  of  children  between 
fourteen  and  sixteen  years  of  age  in  their  employ  as  required  by 
law.  About  one  hundred  and  thirty  were  returned.  Carefully  com- 
paring the  ages  given  in  the  employers'  return  sheets  with  those 
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given  in  the  assessors'  enumeration  lists,  we  found  that  nearly  one 
bundled  of  those  returned  appeared  to  be  under  the  legal  age  of 
employment.  Notices  were  next  served  upon  the  parents  to  send 
the  children  to  school.  Most  of  them  complied  without  any  co- 
ercion. In  seventeen  instances  the  parent  was  arrested  for  fail- 
ure to  comply.  As  a  result  of  our  work,  sixty-one  boys  and  seven- 
teen girls  were  returned  to  school.  The  seventeen  girls  and  one 
boy  were  employed  in  silk  mills.  Sixty  boys  were  employed  in 
breakers. 

The  ages  of  these  children  were  as  follows:  Between  ten  and 
eleven,  10;  between  eleven  and  twelve,  20;  between  twelve  and  thir- 
teen, 3G;  between  thirteen  and  fourteen,  12. 

I  have  dwelt  somewhat  at  length  on  our  efforts  to  enforce  the  com- 
pulsory attendance  law  and  the  result,  not  so  much  to  show  what 
we  have  accomplished,  but  to  prove  that  the  law,  as  well  as  the 
child  labor  law  is  being  violated.  Seventy-eight  acknowledged  vio- 
lations out  of  about  twelve  hundred,  (the  estimated  number  of 
children  in  the  borough  between  six  and  fourteen),  is  a  large  per- 
centage, and  Olyphant  is  by  no  means  the  worst  offender  in  the 
anthracite  coal  regions. 

The  total  enrollment  during  the  term  was  as  follows:  Males  552, 
females  599,  total  1,151.  The  average  daily  attendance  was  852. 
Compared  with  the  previous  term,  this  shows  an  increase  of  49  in 
the  enrollment  and  5*3  in  the  average  attendance.  There  are  enroll- 
ed in  the  two  parochial  schools  342,  making  the  total  school  at- 
tendance of  the  district  1,493.  The  enumeration  made  by  the  asses- 
sors shows  the  number  of  children  between  six  and  sixteen  to  be 
about  1,550.  Allowing  for  the  children  over  fourteen  who  are 
legally  employed,  I  feel  that  during  the  past  term  we  have  come  as 
near  to  a  perfect  enforcement  of  the  law  as  is  possible  under 
present  conditions. 

During  the  year  the  sum  of  $8,000.00  was  expended  by  the  board 
for  permanent  improvements.  A  two-room  addition  was  made  to 
the  Third  Ward  school,  and  a  first  class  steam  heating  plant  in- 
stalled. The  heating  system  of  the  First  Ward  school  was  also 
replaced.  Tn  the  heating  of  these  buildings,  provisions  is  made 
for  direct  and  indirect  radiation,  thus  securing  ventilation  as  well 
as  heat.  The  completion  of  the  addition  to  the  Third  Ward  school 
gives  us  twenty-two  rooms,  but  so  rapidly  is  our  population  increas- 
ing, that  we  expect  over  attendance  in  several  rooms  during  the 
coming  term,  necessitating  further  building  in  the  near  future. 

Good  work  was  done  in  the  High  School  during  the  past  term, 
thirteen  students  having  finished  the  prescribed  course  and  receiv- 
ed diplomas.    Of  these,  seven  took  the  junior  examination  before  the 
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State  board  at  the  East  Stroudsburg  Shite  Normal  School,  all  being 
successful.  The  work  in  the  grades  was  also  satisfactory,  and 
showed  improvements  in  Dearly  all  departments.  The  n<w  minimum 
salary  law  has  stimulated  teachers  to  improvement  both  in  scholar- 
ship and  professional  skill,  and  the  result  can  already  In-  noticed  in 
their  work. 


PIIOENIXVILLE— Robert  E.  Laramy. 


The  school  enrollment  for  this  year  was  1,381,  an  increase  of  80, 
while  the  number  actually  attending  has  been  usually  over  inn 
more  than  last  year.  This  is  in  spite  of  the  opening  of  another 
parochial  school  and  no  considerable  increase  in  population  and  is 
accounted  for  by  better  enforcement  of  the  attendance  law,  attrac- 
tion of  pupils  from  private  schools  and  a  larger  enrollment  of  be- 
ginners. 199  were  enrolled  in  the  high  school  which  graduated  a 
class  of  22. 

In  general,  conditions  have  been  good.  Our  greatest  advance  pro- 
bably has  been  in  the  lines  of  drawing  and  the  beginnings  of 
manual  activity  in  the  grades.  The  teachers  studied  this  year  Bag- 
ley's  ''The  Educative  Process1'  with  much  profit.  They  had  the 
benefit  also  of  a  second  course  of  lectures  by  Prof.  Earl  Barnes. 

In  the  high  school,  courses  in  drawing  and  commercial  work  have 
been  organized;  an  additional  teacher  has  been  employed;  tennis 
courts  have  been  provided  on  the  school  grounds  and  arrangements 
made  for  the  use  of  an  athletic  field.  The  social  life  of  the  school 
is  being  made  more  attractive  and  at  the  same  time  under  supervi- 
sion. 

The  Woman's  Club  of  town  has  assisted  us,  opening  some  of  their 
work  to  the  teachers,  purchasing  trees  for  Arbor  Day  planting,  and 
giving  directors  and  parents  an  opportunity  to  hear  an  excellent 
presentation  of  the  subject,  "Moral  Training,"  by  Miss  Jane 
Brownlee. 

In  their  elections  for  next  year  the  board  again  increased  a  num- 
ber of  salaries,  in  both  grades  and  high  school. 
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PITTSBURGH—  Samuel  Audrews. 


During  January  1908,  the  protracted  efforts  toward  a  Greater 
Pittsburgh  came  to  a  successful  issue,  thus  increasing  its  population 
of  300,000  to  over  500,000,  and  giving  it  the  rank  of  sixth  among  the 
greatest  of  cities  of  the  Union.  The  law  enacting  this  consolida- 
tion provides,  however,  that  the  school  organization  of  the  two 
cities,  Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny,  shall  remain  as  at  present  until 
changed  by  further  legislation. 

The  schools  of  the  lesser  Pittsburgh  were  organized  under  a  state 
law  of  1869  as  a  special  independent  district.  To  this  there  has  been 
added  during  the  past  year  the  boroughs  of  Sheraden  and  West 
Liberty. 

This  report  is,  therefore,  of  Greater  Pittsburgh,  exclusive  of 
Allegheny. 

The  most  important  event  in  the  history  of  the  public  schools  of 
this  city,  since  the  establishment  of  the  high  school  in  1857,  is  the 
opening  of  the  public  evening  high  school,  October  1907. 

The  boldest  anticipation  as  to  the  demand  for  such  a  school  was 
more  than  realized  in  the  enrollment  of  over  a  thousand  of  earnest, 
interested  young  men  and  women,  all  of  whom  though  employed 
dining  the  day.  were  yet  anxious  to  devote  in  addition  the  evening 
hours  required  to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunities  offered  to 
extend  their  education. 

Ample  housing  for  these  throngs  was  given  in  the  beautiful 
Fifth  Avenue  building.  Abundant  extra  material  facilities,  such  as 
a  new  electric  plant,  type-writers,  laboratory  facilities,  drawing  in- 
struments, books,  stationery,  and  no  on,  were  generously  and 
promptly  supplied.  For  all  this  pupils  incurred  no  expense.  A 
large  corps  of  experienced  instructors,  selected  from  among  the 
best  of  the  regular  faculty  of  the  day  high  school,  enthusiastically 
added  to  their  duties  of  the  day  for  three*  evenings  of  the  week.  A 
most  comprehensive  course  of  study,  meeting  every  conceivable  need 
of  these  toilers  of  the  day,  was  freely  offered.  A  schedule  of  recita- 
tions, accommodating  the  varied  demands  was  most  successfully  de- 
vised. 

Perhaps  the  most  pleasing,  though  not  so  surprising,  feature  of 
this  great  gathering  was  the  happy,  earnest,  industrious,  uniformly 
courteous  bearing  of  the  pupils.  The  enthusiastic  devotion  of  these 
worthy  young  men  and  women  forestalled  all  question  of  discipline 
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and  rendered   the  duties  of  the  teachers  most   pleasant  and  totally 
tree  from  worry. 

The  formal  opening  of  the  school  \\;us  attended  by  an  audience  of 
over  fifteen  hundred.  This  was  signalized  by  the  appreciative  and 
delighted  presence  of  many  of  our  most  distinguished  and  honored 
citizens.  Among  these  were  Mayor  Guthrie,  Dr.  McOormick,  Ohan- 
nellor  of  the  University  of  Pittsburgh,  Dr.  Ilanierschlag,  Director  of 
the  Carnegie  Technical  Schools,  S.  C.  Jamison,  President  of  the 
Central  Board  of  Education,  Chas.  Reisfar,  Jr.,  its  secretary,  mem- 
bers of  the  central  and  local  boards.  Most  happy  and  appropriate 
addresses  were  made  by  Messrs.  Jamison,  Guthrie,  McCormick, 
Uainerschlag  and  others. 

This  great  meeting  showed  the  intelligent  appreciation  of  the  new 
institution  prevailing  in  our  country  and  the  high  hopes  entertained 
for  its  great  usefulness  in  meeting  a  long-felt  and  pressing  need 
of  our  public. 

More  than  a  decade  ago,  the  beneflcient  value  to  child  life  of  a 
few  kindergartens,  maintained  at  private  expense,  moved  the  hearts 
of  a  few  benevolent  ladies  at  Pittsburgh  to  organize  themselves  into 
the  Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny  Free  Kindergarten  Association,  for 
the  purpose  of  invoking  the  benevolence  of  the  city  in  behalf  of  the 
children  of  all  classes.  Through  the  efforts  of  these  ladies,  the 
number  of  kindergartens  has  increased  since  1893  from  two  to 
fifty.  A  most  successful  kindergarten  college  of  high  repute  has 
also  been  established.  In  due  time,  the  success  and  educational 
value  of  their  work,  enabled  these  energetic  spirits  to  secure  de- 
served and  increasing  financial  aid  from  the  Central  Board  of 
Education. 

Another  phase  of  the  national  movement  of  public  education  to- 
ward the  people  is  in  the  playgrounds,  vacation  school  and  recrea- 
tion parks  movement.  Its  history  in  Pittsburgh  is  similar  to  that 
of  the  kindergarten  and  I  am  confident  that  public  money  can  be 
appropriated  to  no  more  beneflcient,  deserving  and  popular  purpose 
than  to  the  work  of  the  Playground  Association. 

The  Carnegie  Institute,  with  its  Library,  Museum  and  Art  Gallery 
works  in  complete  harmony  with  the  educators  of  this  city.  A  new 
catalogue  of  the  books  for  the  use  of  the  public  schools,  grades  one 
to  eighth  has  been  prepared  by  the  librarian,  Mr.  Anderson  H.  Hop- 
kins; the  director  of  the  Museum,  Dr.  Holland  is  always  glad  to 
have  the  children  visit  the  Museum  and  attendants  are  ever  ready 
to  answer  any  questions  asked.  The  department  of  Fine  Arts, 
through  its  Director,  Mr.  J.  W.  Beatty,  co-operates  with  Mrs.  M.  E. 
Van  Wagonen,  Supervisor  of  Art  in  the  public  schools,  in  giving 
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lectures  on  the  exhibits  in  the  Gallery  and  in  circulating  the  photo- 
graphs of  the  permanent  collection  through  the  schools. 

The  Pittsburgh  Teachers'  Reading  Circle,  an  organization  main- 
tained voluntarily  by  over  a  thousand  enthusiastic  readers,  is  a 
phenomenal  success.  All  of  the  teachers  read  the  books;  most  of 
them  write  essays  on  the  books  read,  which,  of  course,  is  encouraged 
bin  not  required. 


POTTSTOWN— W.  W.  Rupert. 


The  work  for  the  year  1907-1)8  has  been  quite  satisfactory.  We 
have  at  this  time  nothing  new  to  communicate.  We  are  consider- 
ing a  number  of  important  improvements  for  next  year,  and  should 
they  alT be  realized,  it  will  probably  require  the  maximum  of  space 
to  set  them  forth  in  due  array  in  our  next  report. 


POTTSVILLE— S.  A.  Thurlow. 


New  single  desks  where  old  ones  used  to  be;  a  new,  up-to-date 
series  of  geographies  with  excellent  maps  and  attractive  material, 
in  place  of  the  old  dog-eared,  thumb-worn  books  in  use  for  many 
years;  new  readers  and  spellers  for  several  grades;  bright,  attractive 
supplementary  books  for  the  lower  grades;  new  floors  wherever 
needed;  five-escapes  made  doubly  secure;  doors  swinging  outward 
within  easy  reach  of  every  school;  remodeled  and  improved  toilet- 
rooms  for  several  schools;  thoroughly  cleaned  school-rooms  every- 
where; mark  the  preparation  made  for  the  new  school  year  1908- 
1909,  from  which  we  expect  large  returns  in  the  increased  efficiency 
of  our  schools. 

New  furniture,  new  desks  and  new  books  always  give  the  pupils 
new  interest  in  their  work.  They  always  mean  better  lessons  on  the 
part  of  the  pupils,  fewer  scoldings  and  whippings  on  the  part  of  the 
teachers,  if  such  things  are  allowed,  and  better  discipline  for  the 
schools.  * 
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A  splendid  course  in  music  under  the  guidance  of  a  thoroughly 
equipped  supervisor  was  put  into  operation  during  tin-  year.  Tins 
lias  given  very  general  satisfaction  and  seems  to  till  a  "long  felt 
want." 

Xew  schools  were  opened  in  the  third  and  seventh  grades  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  increased  number  of  pupils. 

The  High  School  course  has  been  increased  to  four  years  with 
complete  facilities  for  preparing  its  students  for  college  or  ordinary 
business  life.  This  change  from  a  three  years  course  will  add  very 
materially  to  the  efficiency  of  the  school.  Heretofore  the  prepara- 
tion for  college  was  completed  only  at  considerable  inconvenience 
by  post-graduate  work. 

The  success  of  our  schools  from  year  to  year  is  ordinarily  measured 
by  the  number  of  pupils  who  succeed  in  reaching  the  line  of  promo- 
tion. Judging  by  this  standard  and  also  by  the  character  of  our 
work  in  general,  we  are  ied  to  believe  that  we  have  done  as  much  as 
could  be  reasonably  expected  both  in  regard  to  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  the  work. 

Under  the  able  supervision  of  my  predecessor,  Superintendent 
Patterson,  the  methods  employed  were  regarded  as  rather  conserva- 
tive in  their  character  and  quite  free  from  all  fads,  frills  and  fancies 
which  sometime,  no  doubt,  owing  to  their  excessive  use,  work  out 
as  much  harm  as  good.  We  have  great  faith  in  many  oP  these 
conservative  methods  and  do  not  deem  it  wise  to  depart  from  the  old 
beaten  tracks  until  we  feel  quite  sure  that  the  new  ways  are  better 
and  our  teachers  thoroughly  prepared  to  work  in  them. 

Our  teachers  stand  in  the  first  rank  in  their  faithfulness  and  de- 
votion to  their  work;  in  their  endeavor  to  have  their  pupils  thorough 
in  their  lessons;  and  in  their  desire  to  keep  abreast  of  the  times 
in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  themselves,  their  pupils 
and  their  schools. 


PUNXSUTAWNEY— A.  M.  Hammers. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  first  annual  report  for  the  Bor- 
ough of  Punxsutawney.  The  adjoining  boroughs  of  Punxsutawney 
and  Lindsoy,  were  consolidated  in  the  spring  of  1907,  and  at  the 
beginning  of  the  school  year,  when  the  board  for  "Greater  Punx- 
sutawney" had  organized,  it  was  decided  to  elect  a  Borough  Super- 


200  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

intendent.  This  was  done,  and  in  July  1  was  regularly  commis- 
sioned by  the  Department. 

The  results  of  the  first  year  under  the  new  regime  are  very  grati- 
fying. A  uniform  course  of  study  has  been  arranged,  harmonizing 
the  two  courses  formerly  in  use;  and  particular  attention  has  been 
given  to  the  grading  and  classifying  of  pupils  according  to  the  new 
requirements.  The  uniting  of  the  two  high  schools  in  one  building 
and  under  one  management  has  given  increased  facilities  to 
both,  and  insures  more  efficient  work  on  the  part  of  both  teachers 
and  pupils.  In  this  connection  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  our 
laboratory  has  been  newly  equipped  with  up-to-date  tables  and  ap- 
paratus, the  best  now  on  the  market. 

The  leading  educational  event  of  the  year  was  the  dedication  of 
our  new  High  School  building,  which  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  about 
f65,0()0.  The  dedicatory  exercises  were  held  in  the  Jefferson 
Theatre,  September  20,  1907,  and  were  enjoyed  by  a  large  and  appre- 
ciative audience.  Among  those  from  a  distance  who  attended  and 
took  part  in  the  exercises  were  Deputy  Superintendent  Teitrick,  Dr. 
J.  George  Recht  of  the  Clarion  Normal  School,  Superintendent  J.  E. 
Allison,  Wilkinsburg,  and  Superintendent  L.  M.  Jones  of  Brook- 
viHe. 

A  local  institute  held  the  latter  part  of  February  deserves  special 
mention.  The  capacity  of  our  new  auditorium,  which  seats  over  400, 
was  taxed  to  its  utmost  at  both  the  forenoon  and  the  afternoon 
sessions.  Both  our  teachers  and  our  visitors  entered  heartily  into 
the  spirit  of  the  occasion,  and  the  result  was  a  most  enjoyable  and 
profitable  meeting. 

There  are  other  features  of  the  year's  work  which  are  worthy  of 
note,  but  I  appreciate  the  Department's  request  for  brevity;  hence 
I  will  allow  the  accompanying  Statistical  Report  to  suggest  what  I 
would  otherwise  say.  In  closing  I  wish  to  thank  the  teachers  for 
their  valued  services,  the  directors  for  their  hearty  co-operation, 
and  the  members  of  the  Department  for  their  assistance  and  advice. 
In  addition  I  wish  to  thank  the  press  of  the  city  for  the  publicity 
given  during  the  year  to  all  matters  tending  to  promote  the  in- 
terests of  the  schools. 


RADNOR  TOWNSHIP,  DELAAVARE  COUNTY— George  H.  Wil- 

son. 


Fortunately  for  our  schools   we  have  had  few   changes  in  our 
teachers  during  the  past  few  years,  the  liberal  policy  of  the  board  of 
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directors  is  advancing  salaries  enabling  us  to  retain  intact  our 
excellent  corps  and  where  changes  have  been  made  we  have  been 
fortunate  in  securing  excellent  material  to  take  the  places  of 
i hose  who  have  left.  A  l  present  we  have  but  two  teachers  who  have 
not  had  the  benefit  of  either  college  or  normal-school  training. 

Our  most  crying  need  at  the  present  time  is  additional  accommo- 
dations for  our  constantly  increasing  attendance  at  Wayne  where 
the  growth  has  been  steady  during  the  past  fifteen  years.  This  is 
true  both  of  the  grades  and  of  the  High  School,  the  latter  having 
grown  from  one  teacher  and  eight  pupils  in  1893  to  six  teachers  and 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  pupils  in  1908.  A  new  building  of  some 
kind  will  be  erected  during  the  next  year. 

The  question  of  transportation  of  pupils  from  the  rural  schools  to 
the  graded  schools  at  the  more  populous  centres  has  been  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  board  of  directors  frequently  during  the  past 
few  years  by  the  superintendent  and  it  is  likely  that  some  action 
will  soon  be  taken  toward  closing  these  schools  and  transferring  the 
pupils  to  Wayne  or  Kosemont.  As  early  as  1893  two  of  these 
schools  were  closed  and  the  pupils  carried  to  one  of  the  larger 
schools  during  that  year,  but  the  opposition  at  that  time  was  so 
strong  that  the  plan  was  abolished  the  following  year  and  the 
schools  re-opened.  Sentiment  has  changed  greatly  since  that  time 
and  there  is  now  an  excellent  prospect  of  a  return  of  the  transporta- 
tion plan. 


READING— Charles  S.  Foos. 


The  general  trend  in  educational  matters  in  Reading  is  progres- 
sive. The  Board  of  Education  continues  to  meet  its  problems  in- 
telligently and  satisfactorily.  Of  course,  there  are  occasional 
divisions,  but  these  slight  ripples  are  soon  forgotten,  and  the  officials 
and  members  of  the  board  generally  push  forward  with  the  slogan, 
"Better  Schools."  An  evidence  of  unanimity  in  the  board  is  the 
fact  that  at  the  recent  May  convention,  the  superintendent  was 
elected  without  a  dissenting  vote.  The  one  handicap  is  that  the 
erection  and  equipment  of  a  new  high  school  for  boys,  without  an 
increase  in  the  tax  rate,  necessitated  a  curtailment  of  expenses  in 
every  direction. 

The  chief  problems  during  the  year  were:  the  dissolution  of  fra- 
ternities in  the  high  schools;  the  equipment  of  an  administration 
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building;  the  increasing  of  educational  facilities  for  the  improve- 
ment of  teachers;  an  increase  in  the  supervising  force  by  adding  an 
additional  grade  supervisor  and  making  the  supervisor  of  drawing 
also  a  supervisor  of  penmanship;  the  increase  of  the  high  school 
teaching  corps,  by  adding  one  teacher  to  each  of  the  high  school 
faculty,  and  the  establishment  of  departments  in  the  high  schools; 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  study  manual  and  industrial 
education;  an  increase  in  teachers'  and  janitors'  salaries;  repairs 
to  buildings  to  safeguard  against  fire,  and  the  pushing  forward  of 
work  already  begun. 

In  September,  1007,  the  rule  relative  to  fraternities  in  the  high 
schools,  adopted  at  the  November,  100G,  meeting,  went  into  effect. 

President  of  the  Board,  Mr.  J.  Edward  Wanner,  in  a  circular 
letter  reviewing  the  evils  of  these  fraternities,  issued  the  following 
ultimatum: 

"We  earnestly  ask  all  interested  in  the  welfare  of  our  public 
schools  to  unite  with  the  faculties  and  Board  of  Education  in  at- 
tempting to  dissolve  these  fraternities.  We  wish  to  emphasize  the 
statement,  that  upon  these  rules  becoming  operative,  September, 
1007,  they  shall  be  rigidly  enforced,  without  favor." 

The  rules  adopted  by  the  Board  are  as  follows: 

"The  principal  and  teachers  of  the  High  School  for  boys  are  here- 
by instructed  to  deny  to  any  secret  or  other  school  society,  not 
having  a  charter  from  the  faculty  of  the  school,  all  public  recogni- 
tion; that  no  member  of  any  such  society  shall  be  eligible  to  an 
office  in  any  school  organization  or  on  the  staff  of  any  school  pub- 
lication or  to  represent  the  school  in  any  intellectual  or  athletic 
contest,  or  in  any  public  manner  whatever;  that  every  pupil  before 
representing  the  school  or  any  portion  of  it,  at  any  time  or  in  any 
place,  shall  certify  to  the  principal,  if  called  upon,  that  he  is  not 
a  member  nor  pledged  to  membership  nor  has  taken  any  preliminary 
steps  toward  membership  in  any  society  not  approved  by  the  faculty, 
and  that  the  attention  of  parents  and  guardians  of  the  pupils,  who 
are  attending  the  high  school,  be  called  to  the  fact  that  the  Board 
of  Education,  the  Superintendent  of  Schools,  and  the  principal  and 
teachers  of  the  high  school  unanimously  condemn  all  secret  societies 
among  the  pupils. 

"The  Principal  and  teachers  of  the  High  School  for  Girls  are  here- 
by instructed  to  deny  to  members  of  any  secret  or  other  society,  not 
having  a  charter  from  the  faculty  of  the  school,  the  privilege  of 
being  excused  from  examinations  on  a  term  average  of  85  per  cent.; 
that  members  of  any  such  society  shall  not  be  permitted  to  take 
fewer  than  four  regular  class  studies  each  term;  that  every  pupil, 
before  receiving  these  privileges,  shall  certify  to  the  Principal,  if 
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tailed  upon,  thai  she  is  not  a  member,  nor  pledged  to  membership, 
in  any  society  not  approved  by  the  faculty,  and  that  she  does  not 
wear  the  pin  of  any  such  society. 

"We  further  recommend  that  the  above  rules  shall  go  into  effect 
Immediately  against  th<'  members  of  any  society,  if  deemed  neces- 
sary by  the  faculty." 

The  president's  announcement  caused  considerable  flurry  and, 
in  a  few  instances,  hostile  demonstrations,  among  the  members  of 
the  fraternities,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  members  have 
had  nearly  a  year  to  consider  the  matter.  Many,  of  course,  felt  that 
the  Hoard  would  recede  from  its  original  position,  but  when  they 
realized  that  this  was  not  to  be  the  case,  they  quietly  disbanded  the 
fraternities,  of  which  there  had  been  ten  in  the  high  school  for 
boys  and  five  in  the  high  school  for  girls. 

The  conduct  of  the  members  of  these  fraternities, who  so  gracefully 
and  loyally  yielded  to  the  school  authorities  deserve  official  com 
mendation.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  have  not  had  a  more  encourage- 
ing  lesson  in  civics  in  recent  years  than  this.  Obedience  to  the  law 
and  authority  is  one  of  the  first  les&ons  that  we  learn  in  a  Republican 
form  of  government,  and  the  pupils  of  the  high  schools,  in  giving 
up  their  secret  societies  have  done  much  to  teach  the  pupils  of 
Reading,  not  only  a  lesson  in  obedience  but  in  the  true  spirit  of 
Democracy — equality  to  all. 

This  year  witnessed  the  renovation  of  the  building  formerly  used 
as  a  high  school  for  boys  as  an  Administration  Building.  The 
officials  now  have  ample  and  commodious  quarters.  On  tlie  first  floor, 
are  the  offices  of  the  President,  Secretary,  Treasurer,  Attendance 
Officer,  Superintendent  of  Repairs,  Supervisors,  Superintendent,  and 
Custodian,  teachers'  library,  and  committee  rooms.  On  the  second 
floor,  are  the  meeting  rooms  of  the  board  and  class-rooms  for 
special  schools.  The  third  floor  is  now  being  fitted  up  as  a  scientific 
and  educational  laboratory. 

Possibly  the  most  important  feature  of  the  Administration  Build- 
ing is  the  teachers'  library.  Heretofore,  the  teachers  were  compelled 
to  crowd  into  the  Superintendent's  office  to  consult  their  library; 
now  they  have  a  pleasant,  well  ventilated  room,  equipped  witli 
tables,  cases  and  closets,  with  thirty-five  educational  and  literary 
periodicals  on  file  and  more  than  1,200  selected  books  on  the  shelves. 
We  thus  hope  to  give  the  educational  work  of  the  teachers  an 
increased  impetus,  especially  since  the  board  makes  a  small  appro- 
priation each  year  for  its  maintenance. 

Reading  has  always  had  a  meagre  supervising  force.  Up  to  three 
years  ago,  there  was  no  circumspect  supervision,  except  such  as 
the  Superintendent  of  Schools  could  irregularly  give.    To  be  sure, 
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there  were  supervisors  of  drawing  and  music,  but  they  confined 
themselves  to  these  special  subjects.  As  an  experiment  in  1905  two 
grade  supervisors  wore  appointed.  This  experiment  has  been  suc- 
cessful beyond  most  sanguine  expectation.  Not  only  did  we  secure 
the  services  of  two  efficient  persons,  but  their  work  has  also  been 
such  as  practically  to  revolutionize  the  methods  of  teaching.  Never 
has  the  grade  work  been  in  such  a  satisfactory  condition.  This 
year,  the  board  decided  to  add  another  to  the  number  of  grade  sup- 
ervisors, making  three  in  all.  The  work  of  the  supervisors  will  now 
be  still  further  extended.  We  shall  supervise  more  carefully  the 
promotion  of  pupils,  give  more  tests  to  the  pupils  in  the  several 
grades,  strive  for  more  uniform  marking  of  pupils  by  the  teachers; 
in  fact,  endeavor  to  get  more  closely  to  the  individual  pupil.  In 
addition  to  this,  the  board  also  decided  to  make  the  supervisor  of 
drawing  also  a  supervisor  of  penmanship.  The  teaching  of  penman- 
ship by  the  copy-book  plan  is  not  much  of  a  success,  and  we  hope  to 
evolve  a  system  which  will  develop  more  satisfactory  writing.  At 
the  same  time,  two  teachers  were  added  to  the  day  high  school 
faculties. 

Probably  one  of  the  notable  features  of  the  year  was  the  organiz- 
ing of  departments  in  the  high  schools.  At  the  January  meeting, 
the  Board  of  Education  adopted  the  following: 

'"That  departments  may  be  organized  in  the  several  studies  in  the 
Boys'  and  the  Girls'  High  Schools,  to  which  shall  be  assigned  com- 
petent members  of  the  respective  faculties  as  he^ads,  who  shall  have 
the  necessary  assistants  (to  be  assigned  from  the  existing  faculties) 
and  who  shall  be  directly  responsible  to  the  principal  of  the  re- 
spective school  for  the  conduct  and  the  work  therein,  thus  facili- 
tating supervision  and  insuring  more  thorough  work  in  the  high 
schools  of  our  city." 

As  a  result  of  this  legislation  the  high  school  teachers  are  looking 
forward  to  more  efficient  work. 

In  manual  training,  a  three  years'  course  is  now  in  vogue  in  the 
high  school  for  boys.  This  work  consists  of:  First  year — elementary 
bench  work  in  wood,  making  simple,  useful  objects,  bringing  in  the 
use  of  all  common  tools;  second  year — continuing  same,  but  making 
objects  involving  use  of  mortise  and  tenon  dovetail,  mitre,  glue, 
and  all  other  common  joints;  third  year — wood-turning  and  pattern 
making. 

The  Board  of  Education  has  appointed  a  committee  to  study  this 
question,  and  the  result  of  this  investigation  is  being  awaited  with 
interest.  The  committee  sent  inquiries  to  various  cities  throughout 
the  country,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  present  status  of  manual  train- 
ing and  the  progress  of  industrial  education  in  public  and  private 
schools  of  the  country.     The  committee  further  decided  to  visit 
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several  manual  training  and  industrial  schools  of  other  cities.  It 
will  also  give  a  hearing  to  members  of  the  board,  manufacturers, 
and  any  person  who  may  wish  to  be  hoard  for  or  against  I  his  im- 
portant phase  of  school  education. 

The  committee  will  consider  the  advisability  of  manual  training 
in  the  grades,  both  for  boys  ami  for  girls;  manual  training  in  the 
high  schools,  for  boys  and  for  girls;  sewing;  cooking;  a  manual 
training  school  apart  from  the  high  school;  a  trade  school  apart  from 
either  high  school  or  manual  training  school;  school  gardens;  and 
kindergartens.  In  thus  investigating  all  phases  of  the  manual  arts, 
it  hopes  to  avoid  useless  experimentation. 

As  a  result  of  recent  legislation  by  the  State  Legislature  and  of 
the  Board  of  Education  the  salary  appropriation  of  the  Heading 
School  District  has  been  increased  about  f  11, 000  per  year.  During 
the  year,  the  board  adopted  the  following  salary  schedule  for  the 
high  schools: 

"The  minimum  salaries  of  the  Boys'  High  School  teachers  shall 
be  $750  per  annum,  and  the  maximum  $2,000  per  annum;  and  the 
minimum  salaries  of  the  Girls'  High  School  teachers  shall  be  $650 
per  annum,  and  the  maximum  $1,500  per  annum.  The  fixing  of 
high  school  salaries,  or  any  increases  to,  or  decreases  from,  shall 
be  made  by  the  board,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Superinten- 
dent of  Schools  to  the  teachers'  committee,  at  the  annual  election  of 
teachers,  or  oftener,  if  deemed  necessary." 

It  might  be  interesting  to  note  that  in  five  years  the  annual 
amount  paid  the  teachers  has  increased  from  $151,417.81  to  $194,- 
155*19,  and  in  this  time  there  has  not  been  any  notable  increase  in 
the  teaching  corps.  The  total  teaching  corps  in  1902,  when  I  became 
Superintendent,  was  322  and  the  total  teaching  corps  June  1,  1908, 
is  331.  In  this  time,  the  board  reduced  the  number  of  supervisors 
of  music  from  three  to  two  and  added  three  grade  supervisors  and 
two  teachers  for  schools  for  exceptional  pupils;  increased  the  high 
school  teaching  corps  from  twenty  to  thirty-two,  and  decreasing 
the  elementary  school  teaching  corps  from  298,  in  May,  1902,  to  295, 
in  May,  1908. 

The  janitors  of  the  several  buildings  were  also  given  a  level  in- 
crease in  salary  of  five  dollars  per  month. 

The  recent  school  disaster  in  Ohio  led  to  a  rigid  inspection  of  the 
forty-seven  school  buildings  in  Reading.  As  a  rule,  we  had  con- 
formed with  all  requirements  of  safety.  In  only  twro  buildings  did 
we  find  doors  which  did  not  open  outward,  and  these  were  remedied 
at  once.  In  other  buildings,  small  repairs  were  made,  such  as  chang- 
ing bolts,  planing  the  doors,  adjusting  windows,  removing  any  pos- 
sible   obstruction,    and    screening   fire-escapes    so    as   to    minimize 
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danger.  The  total  cost  of  all  these  repairs  were  less  than 
$500.  In  all  buildings,  with  more  than  eight  rooms,  there  are 
fire  extinguishers  and  other  appliances  to  combat  fire.  Gongs  have 
been  placed  in  all  buildings  so  that  an  alarm  can  be  given  at  any 
time  from  several  points.  In  fact,  we  have  done  everything  to  make 
the  buildings  safe  as  possible.  In  addition  to  this,  the  janitors  have 
been  placed  under  the  supervision  of  the  Superintendent  of  Repairs, 
and  more  rigid  rules  for  their  government  adopted. 

The  special  schools  for  exceptional  pupils  are  doing  effective  work. 
Since  the  opening  of  the  school  for  pupils  physically  unfortunate, 
one  year  ago,  nine  pupils  have  received  a  careful  medical  attention; 
three  pupils  have  been  successfully  operated  upon;  two  boys  have 
been  promoted  to  regular  schools  and  four  more  will  be  promoted 
to  a  higher  grade  at  the  close  of  the  present  term.  Because  of  in- 
curable physical  causes,  nine  will  probably  never  be  qualified  to 
leave  the  special  school  although  they  make  decided  progress  along 
certain  lines.  The  school  is  especially  pushing  the  work  in  the 
manual  arts. 

In  the  school  for  pupils  attending  irregularly,  thirty-one  pupils 
have  been  received  since  the  opening,  one  year  ago.  Of  these, 
has  died,  two  have  been  sent  back  to  the  regular  schools,  five 
have  gone  to  work,  two  have  moved  to  other  cities,  and  the  rest  are 
attending  regularly  and  doing  the  work  required.  Five  of  the  latter 
are  ready  for  promotion.  On  the  whole,  these  schools  till  a  long  felt 
need,  and  their  encouragement  and  development  will  do  much 
toward  solving  a  vexed  school  problem. 

Other  changes  made  in  recent  years  are  working  well,  and  we 
are  anticipating  another  successful  school  term. 


ROCHESTER— Orrin  C.  Lester. 


The  past  year  did  not  show  any  particular  changes  in  the 
Rochester  schools.  Through  our  general  teachers'  meetings,  grade 
meetings  and  close  supervision  of  the  work  of  the  teachers,  we 
have  endeavored  to  teach  so  as  to  command  a  maximum  of  mental 
activity  on  the  paid  of  the  pupils,  leading  them  to  discover  prin- 
ciples: to  think  and  apply  for  themselves.  We  believe  we  can  see 
a  gradual  improvement  in  all  lines  of  the  work,  and  an  increasing 
interest  on  the  part  of  all  who  are  in  any  way  connected  with  the 
schools. 

The  teachers  have  shown  a  lively  interest  in  their  work  and  in 
the  general  success  of  the  schools.     There  is  a  disposition  among 
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our  teachers  (<>  be  right  od  educational  problems.  This  has  been 
shown  by  the  study  many  of  them  have  made  of  school  courses,  of 
school  teaching,  and  of  the  child  to  be  taught.  Many  have  shown 
their  disposition  to  be  better  prepared  in  (heir  work,  by  attending 
training  schools  during  their  summer  vacat  ion. 

The  per  cent,  of  attendance  was  higher  during  the  past  year  Mian 
during  any  oilier  year  of  my  administration  in  the  schools  of 
Rochester,  and,  yet  with  the  present  system  of  factory  inspection 
of  Pennsylvania,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  have  a  complete  and 
accurate  record  of  all  children  of  school  age  in  the  (own. 

The  interest  shown  in  the  High  School  by  both  pupils  and  parents 
has  been  gratifying.  The  per  cent,  of  the  Freshmen  class  who  com- 
pleted the  work  of  the  year  was  larger  last  year  than  in  any  other 
year  in  the  history  of  the  school.  This  is  a  source  of  encourage- 
ment, for  this  is  one  of  the  problems  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
High  School  to-day — a  problem  which  is  demanding  consideration. 
About  $500  was  invested  by  the  Board  in  additional  equipment  to 
the  science  department  of  the  High  School.  The  work  in  the  literary 
department  of  the  High  School  showed  a  marked  improvement.  We 
held  our  first  High  School  Contest  in  May,  which  was  a  source  of 
interest  as  well  as  of  profit,  not  to  those  who  participated,  alone, 
but  to  the  entire  school.  I  desire  to  express  my  opinion  as  favoring 
the  High  School  Contest,  when  properly  conducted,  being  a  means. 
in  my  judgment,  of  giving  added  strength  to  the  school.  Our  boys 
have,  during  the  past  year  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  athletics 
of  the  school.  This  increased  athletic  spirit  has  increased  the  school 
spirit  in  general,  and  has  not  interfered,  we  believe,  in  any  respect 
with  the  work  of  the  school. 

In  closing  I  want  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  kindness 
shown  me  by  everyone  who  has  taken  any  active  interest  in  our 
schools.  The  pupils  have  been  most  courteous  in  respecting  my 
suggestions  and  requests,  and  in  carrying  them  out  without 
question;  the  teachers  have  been  faithful  in  executing  the  plans 
which  I  have  suggested,  and  in  giving  valuable  suggestions  for  the 
improvement  of  the  system;  the  Board  of  Directors  has  been  most 
generous  and  considerate,  and  has  given  us  the  equipment  necessary 
to  carry  out  our  plan.  And  to  the  citizens  of  the  town  of  Rochester 
may  j  express  my  hearty  appreciation  of  their  interest  in  the  schools 
and  in  me,  thanking  them  for  the  help  they  have  given  toward  mak- 
ing a  more  successful  vear. 
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SORANTON— George  W.  Phillips. 


The  work  of  the  past  year  has  been  fully  up  to  the  measure  of 
previous  ones  with  such  improvement  or  progress  that  must  neces- 
sarily ensue  when  there  is  no  retrogression. 

It  is  surprising  how  many  questions,  educationally  speaking,  re- 
main unsettled  despite  the  increased  interest  on  the  part  of  students 
of  pedagogy  throughout  the  world. 

If  the  standard  of  the  public  schools  is  to  be  raised,  it  must  be 
along  lines  that  tend  to  such  uplifting  and  not  by  so  much  puerile 
criticism  of  the  knowledge  of  the  three  R's  as  commonly  under- 
stood. I  say  commonty,  as  it  is  doubtful  whether  a  clear  exposition 
of  what  is  meant  by  the  term  as  applied  to  public  education  could 
be  given  by  those  using  the  term  so  glibly. 

The  idea  of  keeping  teachers  in  the  treadmill  of  the  common 
branches  year  after  year  by  threats  of  failure  to  grant  certificates, 
or  other  penalty,  is  one  that  should  be  absolutely  eliminated.  Why 
not  spend  such  effort  in  encouraging  teachers  to  self  improvement 
along  higher  cultural  lines  and  in  becoming  more  proficient  from  the 
artist  than  artisan  side?  No  lawyer,  physician  or  other  professional 
man  would  be  employed  who  could  not  get  beyond  the  rudimental 
part  of  his  profession,  however  thoroughly  he  might  know  the  text 
books  on  the  same. 

Only  people  of  limited  education  place  such  limitations  upon  those 
of  broader  education.  It  is  axiomatic  in  teaching,  as  elsewhere,  that 
the  greater  presupposes  the  less.  Verbal  knowledge  of  the  book 
for  rudimentary  work  does  not  necessarily  carry  adaptability  for 
teaching  or  managing  a  school. 

Men  and  women  having  completed  a  course  in  college  or  univer- 
sity, or  both,  have  certainly  a  wider  training  and  greater  preparation 
and  adaptation  to  lead  our  growing  boys  and  girls  along  lines  that 
will  more  properly  equip  them  for  life  and  its  responsibilities  than 
those  of  narrower  environment.  If  to  this  be  added  the  special 
work  with  reference  to  proficiency  to  impart,  the  combination  is 
ideal. 

Vocation  schools  must  eventually  come,  but  they  will  be  evolved 
from  the  necessities  of  the  case,  they  cannot  be  forced  upon  the 
system.  I  am  not  sure  that  in  this  respect  eorespondence  schools, 
our  own,  of  course,  in  particular,  are  serving  a  more  useful  purpose 
than  at  first  thought  might  appear. 
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A  pupil  willi  a  leaning  toward  anything  mechanical,  or  architec- 
tural, for  instance,  could  by  taking  a  course  adapted  to  his  age  aud 
proficiency   find   out  early   in   life   his   own   adaptability   to  such 

pursuit,  without  the  consequent  loss  of  time  subequently  in  pursuit 
of  a  vocation  in  which  so  large  a  percentage  of  students  tinds  so 
absolutely  inadequate. 

The  time  will  come  when  a  pupil's  preliminary  course  of  study 
will  be  largely  shaped  by  his  anticipated  vocational  career. 

This  question  is  to  a  degree  being  met  iu  our  classical,  commercial 
aud  scientific  high  schools,  but  the  process  will  eventually  begin 
earlier. 

For  years  the  question  of  large  cities  maintaining  colleges  at 
public  expense  has  been  agitated.  The  opposition  now  met  with 
will  gradually  disappear  under  new  conditions.  Who  could  have 
forseen,  except  the  most  sagacious,  that  cities  the  size  of  Scran  ton 
and  smaller  would  maintain  the  high  schools  now  in  operation? 

The  educational  sentiment  of  a  community  established  the 
standard  to  which  it  will  educationally  grow,  and  this  growth  alone 
measures  the  success  of  all  secondary  growth. 

It  is  well  that  there  are  always  the  chosen  few  in  >.very  com- 
munity that  are  imbued  with  the  altruistic  spirit.  That  the  few 
can  see  beyond  immediate  needs  aud  are  willing  in  face  of  opposition 
and  adverse  criticism  to  persevere  in  attempting  to  do  what  is  right 
and  humane  for  the  rising  generation. 

We  take  great  pride  in  our  stock  farms,  conservatories,  floral 
culture  and  the;  like.  We  ascribe  the  highest  praise  to  men  like 
Burbank  and  others  who  are  developing  new  species  of  plants  and 
fruits  that  were  noxious  and  unwholesome,  but  how  little  of  our 
interest  of  appreciation  is  given  to  those  who  are  trying  to  evolve  a 
better  stock  of  citizenship  out  of  lives  whose  environment  must  be 
changed  if  improvement  and  upward  growth  are  to  result. 

We  have  made  a  beginning  in  this  city  under  the  direction  of  in- 
dividual citizens,  and  as  the  little  people  affected  are  so  largely 
school  children,  it  is  proper  that  this  should  be  mentioned  as  a  sign 
of  educational  and  philanthropic  growth.  The  instruction  given 
along  lines  of  carefulness,  frugality  and  respect  for  others'  property 
and  rights,  makes  a  foundation  for  citizenship  that  cannot  be  over- 
estimated. 

The  reduction  of  the  course  of  study  in  the  grade  schools  from 
nine  years  to  eight  will  be  one  of  the  changes  in  the  near  future. 
The  statistics  of  entrance  to  our  high  schools  show  conslusively 
that  the  work  is  now  completed  in  eight  years,  so  that  any  modifi- 
cation will  be  merely  in  name  and  not  in  fact.  A  comparison  of 
statistics  from  cities  with  the  longer  and  shorter  courses  as  to  years 
14—6—1908 
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shows  by  the  entrance  age  to  the  high  school  that  length  of  course 
enters  but  .slightly  into  the  time  necessary  for  completion  and  in 
fact  the  average  age  of  entrance  is  lower  in  cities  haying  the  longer 
course. 

The  past  session  of  the  Legislature  displayed  more  wisdom  than 
its  predecessors  in  passing  the  bill  for  the  creation  of  a  Board  to 
devise  a  new  public  school  law  for  the  state. 

That  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  should  so  long  have  submitted 
to  the  iniquitous  acts  under  the  guise  of  law  which  have  been  so 
almost  universal  in  practice  in  the  state  is  incomprehensible.  All 
thoughtful  attention  is  now  turned  towards  this  Commission  with 
a  hope  that  intelligence  and  a  desire  for  the  highest  good  may  take 
the  place  of  the  political,  partisan  and  selfish  motives  that  have 
so  largely  characterized  the  legislation  of  this  Commonwealth. 

May  this  body  of  men  appointed  to  perform  the  heroic  work 
necessary  for  the  educational  salvation  of  the  Commonwealth  have 
the  wisdom,  grace  and  vertebrate  power  required  for  such  achieve- 
ment. 

This  report  finishes  my  career  as  Superintendent  of  Schools. 

Twenty-one  years  I  have  served  this  city  as  a  teacher  and  super- 
intendent. A  retrospection  causes  disappointment  that  so  little 
has  been  accomplished.  A  comparison  shows  surprise  that  so  much 
has  been  done  in  so  short  (yet  long)  a  time. 

Hoping  that  the  mistakes  resulting  from  error  of  judgment  may 
in  the  passing  years  be  gradually  effected,  and  any  good  to  anyone 
in  any  way  that  may  have  resulted  from  anything  done  by  me  may 
produce  fruit  in  coming  years  to  be  repeated  in  other  lives  is  my 
highest  wish. 


SHAMOKIN— Joseph  Howerth. 


This  has  been  a  successful  year  in  every  respect.  Our  attendance 
is  the  best  in  the  history  of  the  schools,  being  04  per  cent.  This 
is  due  to  the  health  of  the  children  and  the  interest  taken  in  the 
schools  both  by  children  and  parents.  This  district  has  been  almost 
entirely  free  from  contagious  diseases  during  the  year.  All  our 
teachers  are  close  students  of  the  principles  of  Pedagogy  and  have 
demonstrated  the  value  of  such  study  by  their  increased  efficiency. 
They  inspire  and  enthuse  their  pupils  and  awaken  in  them  a  desire 
for  education.     More  pupils  are  remaining  in  schools  in  the  higher 
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grades  and  the  high  school  enrollment  is  increasing  rapidly.  This 
is  followed  by  a  large  number  of  our  graduates  entering  higher 
institutions  of  learning. 

Considerable  attention  has  been  given  to  fire  drills  and  fire  protec- 
tion in  the  schools.  All  the  buildings  arc  equipped  with  fire  escapes 
and  fire  hose  The  heating  plants  have  been  thoroughly  inspected 
and  repaired  where  it  was  found  necessary.  The  boiler  rooms  have 
been  made  tire-proof.  However,  there  is  always  danger  from  heat- 
ing apparatus  when  situated  in  the  school  building.  There  should 
be  a  law  compelling  School  Boards  to  place  all  furnaces  and  boilers 
in  a  building  outside  and  separate  from  the  main  building.  In  this 
way  the  dangers  from  tire  will  be  reduced  to  a  minimum. 


SHARON— S.  H.  Hadley. 


The  schools  of  Sharon  were  closed  May  28th,  1908.  Xo  important 
changes  were  made  in  our  schools  during  the  year,  therefore  the 
year  was  a  quiet  one  though  we  believe  it  was  a  very  successful 
one.  The  health  of  the  Borough  was  good  throughout  the  year, 
consequently  the  attendance  in  the  schools  was  good  during  the 
entire  term.  The  First  Annual  Teachers'  Institute  of  the  Sharon 
Borough  Schools  was  held  the  week  of  December  30th,  1907 — Jan- 
3rd,  1908.  The  Instructors  were  Prof.  F.  H.  Green,  West  Chester 
State  Normal  School,  Penna.,  who  lectured  on  Literature;  Dr.  Edwin 
Erie  Sparks,  President  of  State  College,  Penna.,  who  lectured  on 
History,  and  Miss  Nannie  Mackrell,  Pittsburg,  Penna.,  who  lectured 
on  Pedagogy  and  Methods.  Though  we  had  but  fifty-four  teachers, 
the  interest  manifested  was  very  marked,  and  when  the  week  closed 
the  universal  opinion  was  that  it  was  the  most  profitable  week  of 
Institute  we  had  ever  enjoyed. 

Commencement  Exercises  were  held  May  28th,  and  twenty-six 
young  men  and  women  were  graduated  from  our  High  School. 

I  take  pleasure  in  reporting  very  efficient  service  from  all  our 
teachers  and  a  most  hearty  co-operation  of  our  Board  of  Education. 
An  evidence  of  the  latter  was  a  liberal  advance  in  the  salaries  of 
all  the  teachers. 

In  closing  this,  my  sixth  annual  report  of  the  schools  of  Sharon, 
I  desire  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  the  kind 
and  courteous  treatment  ever  extended  me. 
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SHENANDOAH— J.  W.  Cooper. 


The  term  which  recently  closed  was,  in  my  judgment,  a  successful 
one.  The  work  done  and  the  results  achieved  by  the  teachers  were 
in  no  way  inferior  to  those  of  previous  years.  The  teachers  were 
progressive  and  energetic  in  the  execution  of  their  duties.  The 
pupils  were,  with  a  few  exceptions,  regular  in  their  attendance, 
careful  and  diligent  in  the  mastering  of  their  daily  lessons.  The 
Attendance  officer  was  vigilant  in  the  enforcement  of  the  Compulsory 
Educational  Law.  In  fact,  the  schools  had  the  earnest  and  cordial 
support  of  our  directors,  patrons,  and  citizens  in  general.  It  was 
one  of  our  banner  years  for  peace  and  harmony. 

It  was  a  progressive  year  with  our  directors  along  the  line  of  im- 
provement. More  renovating  and  beautifying  of  the  rooms  in  the 
old  school  buildings  were  done  during  the  year  than  were  done 
during  any  two  previous  years  of  my  superintendency.  Great  care 
was  taken  to  put  our  buildings  in  the  most  healthful  condition. 
One  large  room  with  a  seating  capacity  for  105  pupils  with  single 
seats  was  erected.  It  was  used  as  an  addition  to  our  Advanced 
Grammar  School.  The  boys  and  the  girls  of  this  grade  were  divided 
and  the  boys  were  sent  to  the  new  room  with  three  teachers  over 
them.  The  division  seemed  to  work  well;  the  results  were  satis- 
factory; and  the  separation  of  male  and  female  pupils  in  the 
Advanced  Grammar  grade  will  continue  during  the  coming  term. 

Twenty-eight  school  rooms  were  painted.  The  building  and  fur- 
nishing the  boys  advanced  grammar  school  room,  painting  of  the 
several  rooms,  and  the  general  repairs  were  done  at  a  cost  of  more 
than  Eight  Thousand  Dollars  ($8,000.00).  New  apparatus  was 
added  to  the  High  School  Labratory  at  a  cost  of  Two  Hundred 
and  Fifty  Dollars  ($250.00). 

Our  public  School  Library  still  continued  to  be  largely  patronized. 
The  general  circulation  was  large  and  much  of  the  reading  was  of 
a  high  order.  The  Library  Trustees  increased  the  efficiency  of  the 
Library  by  the  renovating  of  old  books  and  the  purchasing  of  some 
of  the  latest  works  of  history,  science,  and  fiction  to  the  extent 
of  Three  Hundred  Forty-Four  and  59-100  Dollars  ($344.59). 
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SOUTH  BETHLEHEM— Owen  B.  Wilt. 


The  work  of  remodelling  school  buildings,  begun  a  few  years  ago, 
is  still  going  on.  It  will  not  be  long  before  all  our  school  houses 
will  assume  the  appearance  of  new  buildings.  Exterior  portions  are 
being  re-painted,  interiors  re-varnished  and  the  walls  and  ceilings 
oalcimined. 

The  yards  are  made  more  sightly  by  erecting  better  fences  to 
divide  grass  plots  and  flower  beds  from  the  play  grounds,  and  by 
building  benches  along  the  walls  and  fences  around  the  play  grounds 
for  the  comfort  of  pupils  during  intermission  periods. 

The  repairing  and  remodelling  that  has  been  done  during  the  last 
few  years  cost  the  district  several  thousand  dollars,  but  everybody 
confesses  that  it  was  money  well  spent. 

The  Borough's  school  buildings  are  all  prominently  located;  our 
borough  fathers  did  not  seek  "out-of-the-way"  places  for  school-sites 
but  selected  sites  along  the  best  streets  in  the  borough,  and,  because 
of  their  localities  it  is  highly  proper  that  the  buildings  with  their 
surroundings  should  be  kept  so  as  to  make  them  attractive. 

The  little  groves  around  the  buildings  are  made  the  homes  of 
many  kinds  of  birds  and  in  this  way  the  study  of  birds  which  is 
pursued  in  all  grades  is  made  easier  and  more  practical.  The  songs 
of  the  oriole,  the  robin,  the  cat  bird  and  others  are  often  mingled 
with  those  of  the  school  children;  this  is  pleasant. 

We  have  no  civic  parks  of  any  account  in  the  borough,  but  all 
the  school  buildings  are  so  located  that  Lehigh  University  Park, 
which  is,  in  a  graceful  manner,  sloping  toward  and  into  the  middle 
of  the  town  becomes  a  park  for  all.  Two  of  the  school  buildings 
are  close  to  the  main  entrance  of  this  park,  two  of  them  are  on 
the  southwest  side  and  the  other  two  to  the  south  east  of  the  en- 
trances. 

While  this  park  is  not  open  to  the  free  use  of  the  public,  yet 
the  president  and  faculty  of  the  university  are  very  kindly  disposed 
toward  the  local  or  town  schools,  and  frequently  accord  privileges 
to  the  schools  that  are  of  great  value  both  educationally  and  phys- 
ically. 

The  University  Campus  abounds  in  beautiful  native,  as  well  as 
cultivated  trees.  Birds  are  plentiful  in  the  grove.  Streams  of 
fresh  water  flow  through  the  campus  at  various  places. 

The  improved  roads  winding  around  the  green  terraces  and  mam- 
moth structures,  some  of  recent  build,  make  the  campus  one  of  the 
16 
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most  delightful  resorts  to  residents  of  the  borough  as  well  as  to 
those  of  the  suburban  towns  and  villages. 

The  good  and  wholesome  influence  the  university  exerts  upon  the 
schools  of  the  borough  is  felt  more  and  more  as  the  number  of 
years  of  her  existence  increases. 

The  Teachers'  Minimum  Salary  Act  came  upon  teachers  and  direc- 
tors as  a  harbinger  of  much  good.  The  board,  having  full  confid- 
ence in  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  took  advantage  of  the  new 
act  without  any  discrimination  and  the  teachers  whose  salary  was 
affected  by  the  statute  gave  evidence  of  appreciation  for  the  gener- 
ous feeling  the  state  legislature  bears  toward  those  engaged  in 
teaching  in  the  state's  public  schools. 

The  board  expended  about  one  thousand  dollars  in  increasing  the 
safety  of  the  schools  against  fires,  by  installing  a  complete  alarm 
system  for  fire  drills  in  all  the  buildings,  by  purchasing  and  set- 
ting up  at  convenient  places  chemical  fire  extinguishers  in  base- 
ments and  all  the  floors,  by  attaching  sections  of  fire-hose  at  places 
where  they  can  easily  be  reached  and  put  into  service  when  needed, 
and  by  building  fire  escapes  wherever  they  may  be  considered  of 
value. 

All  the  buildings  are  well  equipped  to  prevent  fires,  to  get  pupils 
out  of  danger  in  case  of  fire,  and  to  extinguish  a  fire  if  one  should 
break  out. 

The  schools  have  made  the  usual  progress  during  the  term  just 
ended.  With  the  improvements  now  in  progress,  and  with  the 
changes  in  the  course  of  study  and  in  the  grading  still  better  re- 
sults may  be  expected  during  the  coming  term. 


SOUTH  SHARON— C.  G.  Canon. 


11)07-08  was  the  sixth  and  the  most  successful  year  in  the  history 
of  our  schools.  Our  enrollment  reached  nearly  1,400.  A  class  of 
about  fifty  was  advanced  into  the  high  school,  and  five  young  men 
and  three  young  ladies  received  diplomas  of  graduation.  By  far 
the  greatest  interest  and  school  spirit  was  prevalent  in  our  new  high 
school,  under  the  efficient  management  of  Miss  Graham.  The 
special  work  in  drawing  in  charge  of  Miss  Elliott  was  of  the  most 
deserving  character  and  the  drawing  in  charge  of  Miss  Morehouse 
was  of  the  highest  order  and  character,  p'easing  to  patrons  and  the 
superintendent.     Our  rapid  advancement  in  general  is  due  to  our 
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teaching  force,  which  is  earnest,  competen(  and  painstaking.  Much 
concern  for  the  future  is  fell  in  the  Leaving  <»f  twelve  of  our  mosl 
experienced  and  ablest  teachers  and  the  introduction  of  the  depart- 
mental system  of  teaching. 

Too  much  credit  can  net  be  given  to  the  Large  number  of  patrons 
who  have  visited  their  children  in  school,  thus  encouraging  both 
pnpila  and  teachers. 

In  closing  this  report  and  in  severing  our  official  relations  with 
our  schools  here,  we  wish  to  express  our  gratitude  lor  the  helpful 
co-operation  of  the  patrons  and  for  the  aid  and  suggestions  so 
kindly  given  by   the  State   Department. 


STEELTON— L.  E.  McGINNES. 


On  the  whole  the  work  of  our  schools  for  the  year  was  creditable. 
While  there  was  considerable  sickness  in  the  borough  it  was  con- 
fined to  small  children  and  adults.  Consequently  the  number  of 
cases  of  illness  reported  to  the  office  each  week  was  less  than  for 
the  preceding  year.  The  percentage  of  attendance  was  94,  and  the 
number  of  pupils  who  made  an  unbroken  record  of  attendance  was 
230.  The  term  was  a  fortunate  one  also  in  that  none  of  the  teach- 
ers were  kept  from  their  posts  on  account  of  prolonged  illness. 

The  enrollment  for  the  year  was  1,885,  which  is  53  less  than  for 
last  term.  This  is  accounted  for  partially  by  removals  from  the 
borough  and  partially  by  the  fact  that  many  heads  of  families  were 
"out  of  employment  and  it  became  necessary  for  some  of  their  older 
children  to  drop  out  of  school  to  assist  in  earning  a  livlihoorl.  It 
is  quite  significant  that  while  there  were  more  male  pupils  enrolled 
than  for  the  preceding  year,  there  were  54  less  females  enrolled. 
This  is  readily  understood  when  it  is  remembered  that  in  this  com- 
munity when  the  iron  trade  is  depressed  there  are  many  more  op- 
portunities for  girls  to  secure  employment  than  boys.  The  cigar 
factories,  silkmills,  hose  factories,  etc.,  have  been  in  operation  al- 
most without  interruption.  While  a  few  boys  left  school  to  go  to 
work,  a  greater  number  came  into  school  for  the  reason  that  they 
could  not  secure  work. 

There  were  500  more  visits  to  the  schools  than  in  any  former 
year  in  their  history.  Of  the  total  number  there  were  more  than 
the  usual  number  of  visits  by  patrons.  At  least  a  few  of  the  fathers 
who  were  out  of  employment,  with  time  hanging  heavily  upon  them, 
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wisely  spent  a  portion  of  that  time  in  visiting  the  schools.  Then 
too  then-  were  more  visits  than  formerly  by  teachers  and  school 
of'licals  from  other  cities  and  boroughs. 

Tin-  opening  of  the  new  school  in  the  East  End  provided  accom- 
modations for  the  first  five  primary  grades  in  that  locality.  As 
there  were  not  a  sufficient  number  of  grammar  grade  pupils  to  es- 
tablish a  school  of  that  department,  these  pupils  were  transported 
by  trolley  as  heretofore  to  the  central  schools  of  the  town. 

From  year  to  year  there  is  a  gradual  improvement  in  the  char- 
acter of  work  done  in  our  schools.  I  believe  that  it  is  becoming 
more  intelligent,  more  definite  and  on  the  whole  more  economic  as 
the  years  go  by.  Notwithstanding  these  hopeful  indications  one 
can  not  help  but  conclude  that,  taking  schools  in  general,  there  is 
still  much  unnecessary  waste  of  time  and  energy  in  their  manage- 
ment. The  individual  who  accomplishes  most  in  life  as  a  rule  is 
the  one  who  has  a  purpose  in  life.  He  employs  his  time  and  his 
talents  economically  in  securing  knowledge  that  will  aid  him  in  the 
accomplishment  of  his  purpose.  The  school  that  can  create 
lofty  ideals  and  that  can  give  an  impulse  to  work  for 
the  realization  of  these  ideals  and  that  is  the  model  school.  It 
is  ^uprising  what  a  man  of  but  ordinary  capacity  can  do  in  a  year 
after  he  has  learned  the  important  lesson  of  doing  his  best. 

It  is  to  be  feared  that  some  schools  are  not  impressing  this  lesson 
to  the  extent  that  its  imporance  demands.  Of  how  many  pupils, 
boys  in  particular,  in  the  average  school  can  it  be  said  at  the  close 
of  the  term  that  they  did  anything  like  their  best?  Recently  twelve 
sturdy  eighth  grade  grammar  school  boys  of  average  mental  ability 
in  a  certain  city  were  asked  to  write  answers  to  two  questions: 
First:  Did  you  wrestle  hard  with  the  problems  of  last  term?  Sec- 
ond: Do  you  intend  to  wrestle  hard  with  the  problems  of  next  term? 
But  three  of  them  were  willing  to  admit  that  they  had  wrestled  at 
all.  One  of  them  claimed  that  he  had  done  his  best.  Eight  ad- 
mitted their  lack  of  effort,  but  expressed  a  determination  to  be  more 
faithful  in  the  future.  With  boys  as  with  men,  resolving  is  less 
dilficult  than  accomplishing. 

The  day  has  gone  by  when  teachers  are  willing  to  compromise 
with  poor  work  on  the  part  of  pupils,  but  it  is  a  relatively  easy 
matter  to  compromise  with  medium  work.  The  statement  that  the 
good  is  oft  times  enemy  to  the  best,  has  its  application  in  the  school 
room  as  well  as  elsewhere.  The  ideal  teacher  is  the  one  who  suc- 
ceeds in  getting  all  of  her  pupils  to  do  their  best.  We  do  not  claim 
to  have  any  such  in  our  corps.  The  Great  Teacher  himself  was 
not  successful  in  getting  all  of  his  pupils  to  realize  their  highest 
possibilities.  All  that  we  can  claim  is  that  many  of  our  teachers  are 
doing  their  best  to  get  their  pupils  to  do  their  best  and  the  number 
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increases  each  year.  Some  one  lias  well  said  llial  the  most  hope- 
less waste  of  time  is  the  waste  of  honest  effort.  Herein  lies  (he 
importance  of  unity  in  a  system  of  schools,  for  no  teacher  can  do 
her  best  where  there  is  the  least  contlict  of  authority.  The  teacher 
who  succeeds  best  is  the  one  who  does  her  best  intelligently,  stim- 
ulated by  the  sympathetic  touch  of  all  the  forces  that  direct  the 
school.  In  these  days  of  principals,  special  teachers,  supervisors 
and  superintendents  care  must  be  exercised  to  prevent  the  waste  of 
honest  effort. 

One  of  the  most  discouraging  features  of  our  work  for  the  year 
was  the  loss  of  several  of  our  most  competent  teachers.  These 
losses  were  brought  about  by  the  fact  that  other  cities  and'  bor- 
oughs offered  better  salaries.  Doubtless  one  of  the  most  hopeful 
indications  for  the  future  is  to  be  found  in  this  that  we  enter  upon 
the  new  year  with  an  advanced  salary  schedule.  By  a  unanimous 
vote  of  the  board  it  was  decided  to  place  the  maximum  salaries  all 
along  the  line  at  least  on  a  par  with  other  cities  and  boroughs  of 
our  class.  As  a  consequence,  the  day  is  not  far  distant  wiien  we 
can  say,  "Hands  off." 


SUNBURY— Ira  Shipman. 


In  submitting  this,  my  ninth  and  final  report  of  the  Sunbury 
schools,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  state  that  the  schools  have  made 
marked  progress,  and  compare  favorably  with  other  towns  having 
equal  advantages. 

The  High  School  curriculum  embraces  the  following  subjects: 
First  year— Arithmetic,  Algebra,  Language,  Entymology,  Physical 
Geography,  Beginners'  Latin.  , 

Second  year — Algebra,  Ancient  History,  Rhetoric,  Literature  and 
Classics,  Civics  and  Parliamentary  Lawr,  Astronomy,  Caesar  (4  to  5 
books). 

Third  year — Plane  Geometry,  Modern  History,  Literature  and 
Classics,  German,  Virgil  (6  books),  Botany,  Physics,  Zoology,  Book- 
keeping, Commercial  Law. 

Fourth  year— English  History,  U.  S.  History  (reviewed),  Rhetoric 
and  Classics,  Higher  Arithmetic,  Sold  Geometry  or  Trigonometry 
and  Plane  Surveying,  Advanced  Physiology,  German  (several  texts), 
Cicero  (6  to  8  orations),  Chemistry,  Geology,  Bookkeeping  and 
Business  Forms. 

Three  courses  are  carried  out  as  nearly  as  possible:  Classical, 
Scientific,  English.     Students  have  been  required  to  carry  five  sub- 
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jects  daily.  The  recitation  periods  average  forty  (40)  minutes. 
Vocal  music  is  taught  by  the  Supervisor  of  Music.  In  classics  the 
college  requirements  are  taught.  Several  of  the  above  studies  are 
elective. 

The  work  in  the  High  School  for  1DU7-8  was  unsettled,  due  partly 
to  several  changes  in  teachers.  Prof.  Conser  having  resigned  at 
the  close  of  the  term,  S.  P.  Dietrich  the  assistant  principal  aspired 
to  the  principalship,  but  was  not  elected;  he  sought  a  position  else- 
where but  did  not  send  in  his  resignation  as  assistant  principal  until 
a  few  days  before  the  time  for  schools  to  open.  John  A.  Young, 
the  newly  elected  principal  did  not  appear  in  Sunbury  until  four 
days  before  the  date  for  schools  to  open,  to  acquaint  himself  with 
the  school  work.  He  began  to  make  changes  that  greatly  disar- 
ranged plans  which  the  board  had  already  adopted.  One  change 
cost  the  district  about  $600.  Prof.  Young  is  not  teaching 
in  Sunbury  now.  Prof.  Mauser  resigned  to  accept  a  more  lucrative 
position.     Later  one  of  the  other  teachers  resigned. 

When  we  consider  the  changes  of  teachers,  the  tampering  with 
the  program,  the  changes  in  method  of  grading,  the  time  and  atten- 
tion given  to  foot-ball,  baseball,  running  matches,  high  school  en- 
tertainments, the  sale  of  name  cards,  envelopes,  stationery,  etc.,  is 
i(  a  surprise  that  we  can  not  speak  favorably  of  the  High  School 
work? 

The  foregoing  comment  is  no  reflection  upon  the  competenc}'  and 
skill  'of  the  assistant  teachers,  but  a  plain  statement  of  the  general 
management  over  which  the  assistants  had  no  control. 

Saurday,  September  28th,  an  appropriate  program  was  carried 
out  and  a  beautiful  new  flag  floated  on  the  Fifth  ward  school 
grounds.  The  principal  participants  in  the  exercises  were:  The 
pupils  of  the  Fifth  ward  schools;  Mrs.  Dr.  J.  R.  Cressinger;  C.  F. 
Huth,  Esq.;  the  Superintendent  and  Gaskins'  Military  Band. 

Through  the  efforts  of  Miss  Rudy  and  Miss  Gossler,  flags  were 
purchased  for  use  on  the  4th  and  8th  wards  grounds.  Exercises 
were  held  October  4th. 

Nov.  18th  Flag  Presentation  exercises  were  held  in  the  Ninth 
grade  room  at  which  time  Mrs.  J.  R.  Cressinger  presented  a  silk 
flag  of  suitable  size  for  use  in  the  school  room.  Nearly  all  of  our 
school  rooms  have  a  flag  in  them  and  pupils  are  trained  to  give  the 
flag  salute. 

Autumn  Arbor  Day  was  observed  by  having  suitable  literary  ex- 
ercises and  by  planting  18  Norway  maples.  For  several  years  ef- 
forts have  been  made  to  beautify  our  school  sites  by  planting  trees, 
with  the  result  that  there  are  many  fine  growing  trees  on  the  differ- 
ent school  grounds. 
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Tlic  true  teacher  seeks  not  emolument  alone  but  desires  to  be 
helpful  to  those  who  arc  to  be  taught,  it  is  also  trae  that  any 
teacher  can  <1<>  better  work  if  his  training  or  preparation  for  the 
work  is  in  advance  of  whai  he  is  required  to  teach.    About  fifteen 

of  our  corps  of  teachers  met  twice  a  week  in  the  evening  from  7.30 
to  9.30  to  better  prepare  themselves  for  their  special  field  of  Labor, 

and  to  fully  meet  the  literary  requirements  set  by  the  Slate  for 
teachers.  Attendance  was  entirely  voluntary.  The  Superintend- 
ent acted  as  teacher. 

As  usual  all  of  the  Sunbury  teachers  attended  the  County  In- 
stitute. The  iaw  makes  it  obligatory  upon  tin-  County  Superintend- 
ent to  hold  an  annual  institute  and  every  district  should  remain 
loyal  to  it.  Uncertainty  about  attendance  handicaps  the  Superin- 
tendent in  employing  talent  and  making  necessary  arrangements. 

The  usual  Thanksgiving  offerings  were  made  by  the  pupils,  fn 
quality  the  offerings  were  of  the  best.  In  quantity  they  were  not 
as  liberal  as  last  year,  yet  creditable,  amounting  in  the  aggregate 
to  |200.  The  pupils  were  not  urged  to  give,  but  were  given  an  op- 
portunity and  they  responded  generously.  The  offerings  were  dis- 
tributed among  the  needy  and  worthy  poor,  thus  making  Thanks- 
giving more  enjoyable  for  many  families. 

The  past  few  years  grade  teachers  have  been  allowed  one  day  for 
visiting  other  schools, either  in  the  town  or  elsewhere  as  they  might 
choose.  The  time  allowed  is  not  for  recreation,  but  for  observa- 
ton  and  comparison.  A  wide  awake  teacher  is  always  ready  to  pro- 
tit  by  a  suggestion.  There  is  no  more  forcible  way  of  making  sug- 
gestions than  by  actual  work  in  the  presence  of  an  observer.  In 
our  teachers'  meetings  we  discuss  methods;  by  visitation  we  ob- 
serve that  what  seems  to  exist  only  in  theory,  can  actually  be  ap- 
plied in  practice. 

There  are  no  public  kindergarten  schools  in  Sunbury.  but  some 
kindergarten  work  is  done  in  our  first  grade  schools.  There  seems 
to  be  a  desire  on  the  part  of  many  parents  to  have  their  children 
enter  school  at  an  earlier  age.  When  this  movement  assumes  a 
more  pronounced  form,  public  kindergartens  should  be  established. 

Temperature  records  are  kept  by  teachers  for  November,  Decem- 
ber, January,  February  and  March.  These  records  serve  at  least 
three  purposes  they  cause  the  teacher  to  gauge  temperature  by  the 
thermometer  rather  than  by  himself;  they  cause  janitors  to  be  more 
careful  in  the  regulation  of  furnaces  and  heat;  they  prove  beneficial 
to  pupils  from  the  standpoint  of  health  and  comfort. 

The  advisability  of  making  physical  culture  a  part  of  school  work 
is  no  longer  questioned — it  has  passed  the  probationary  state  and 
has  taken  a  definite  place  in  every  well  organized  system  of  schools. 
In  speaking  of  physical  culture,  I  refer  to  that  form  of  wTell  directed 
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exercise  that  removes  stupor,  brings  about  correct  position,  grace- 
ful movements,  and  which  adds  life  and  vigor  to  the  school. 

Nearly  all  of  our  schools  carried  out  a  helpful  line  of  physical 
culture  work.  Many  of  our  teachers  are  especially  apt  in  giving 
directions.     Pupils  enjoy  the  exercise  and  welcome  the  period  for  it. 

Parents'  and  Patrons'  day  has  been  observed  in  the  Sunbury 
schools,  for  six  or  eight  years,  usually  on  or  about  February  22nd. 
The  day  is  observed  by  doing  some  school  work  and  by  carrying 
out  some  well  arranged  program.  Pupils  are  gradually  learning 
to  do  creditable  work  in  the  presence  of  strangers  and  in  public 
places. 

Improvement  in  school  work  is  largely  dependent  upon  finances. 
No  one  is  justifiable  in  advocating  radical  changes  without  consider- 
ing the  cost  and  the  rights  of  taxpayers. 

Nearly  every  person  in  touch  with  schools,  has  in  mind  some 
change  thai  should  be  made,  but  hesitates  because  conditions  do 
not  warrant  hasty  action.  Along  this  line  it  is  evident  that  at  least 
one  new  building  should  be  erected,  that  some  of  the  school  rooms 
should  be  made  more  inviting  by  improving  the  appearance  of  the 
walls;  that  more  works  of  art  should  be  found  upon  the 
walls;  that  reading  tables  should  be  placed  in  more  rooms;  that 
more  helps  for  teachers  should  be  furnished;  that  competent,  loyal, 
conscientious  teachers  should  receive  a  higher  monthly  salary. 

Notwithstanding  the  unfavorable  criticisms  made  by  enemies  of 
the  schools,  and  especially  by  the  principal  and  the  president  of 
the  board,  I  am  free  to  say  that  the  Sunbury  schools  were  never 
in  better  condition  they  the  are  now. 

During  the  last  few  years  our  graduates  have  been  entering  our 
leading  colleges,  with  very  few,  or  no  conditions,  and  have  been 
holding  their  places   creditably. 

The  czar-like  attitude  of  the  president  of  the  Board  during  the 
past  two  years  made  school  work  unpleasant.  Some  of  the  books 
thrust  upon  the  district  three  years  ago  by  local  agents,  are  still 
upon  the  shelves. 

The  graduating  class  of  190S  (26  in  number),  is  the  first  class  to 
graduate,  that  passed  through  the  ninth  grade.  They  have  com- 
pleted a  broader  course  than  any  preceding  class,  and  those  who 
have  been  diligent  in  Their  studies  are  strong  students.  The  course 
completed  by  the  class  is  the  result  of  work  begun  years  ago,  and  is 
not  due  to  any  recent  innovations.  Former  teachers  deserve  a  fair 
share  of  credit  for  what  has  been  accomplished. 

Our  diplomas  differ  somewhat  from  other  forms  in  this,  that 
every  branch  pursued  in  the  High  School  is  inserted. 

During  the  first  five  years  of  my  terms  as  Borough  Superintend- 
ent I  taught  three  periods  daily  and  for  eight  years  did  all  the  sup- 
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ply  work  in  the  High  School.  During  my  three  terms  I  held  and 
attended  !(»:'.  teachers'  meetings,  made  5,615  visits  to  schools,  and 
spent  -,<»l  l  days  in  official  duties. 

There  are  now  !!>  teachers  employed,  the  term  is  !)  months,  the 
average  salary  of  male  teachers  is  $72.62,  of  female  teachers  $53.70, 
and  the  total  enrollment  for  the  term  ending  June  L908  was  2,233. 

Thanking  the  teachers  for  the  loyalty,  devotion,  and  kind  re- 
membrances, and  all  others  who,  by  speech  or  action,  have  given 
support  and  encouragement,  I  respectfully  submit  this  report. 


TARENTUM— A.  D.  Endsley. 


The  school  year  just  closed  has  been  a  particularly  pleasant  and 
fortunate  one  for  Tarentum.  The  corps  of  teachers,  without  excep- 
tion, was  an  unusually  strong  one,  forceful  in  discipline,  tactful  with 
parents,  and  enthusiastic  in  stimulating  their  pupils  to  active,  ear- 
nest work.  All  of  these  teachers  who  were  applicants  have  already 
been  re-elected  for  the  coming  school  year  because  of  merit. 

During  the  year  special  emphasis  was  placed  upon  the  teaching 
of  arithmetic  and  language  in  all  the  grades.  Abundant  drill  was 
given  in  the  fundamental  operations,  in  the  common  and  decimal 
fractions  generally  used  in  business,  in  measurements,  and  in  the 
practical  applications  of  percentage,  in  their  proper  grades.  Much 
time  was  devoted  to  letter-writing,  as  our  own  observation  has 
been,  that  the  average  graduate  of  our  high  schools,  normal  schools, 
and  colleges  is  either  unable  or  too  careless  to  write  a  proper  let- 
ter of  application. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  a  slant  system  of  writing  was  sub- 
stituted for  the  vertical — an  act  heartily  endorsed  by  the  parents 
and  business  men  of  our  town,  but  not  so  enthusiastically  received 
by  the  older  pupils  and  the  teachers  who  had  been  for  years  drilled 
in  the  vertical  method.  At  the  close  of  the  year,  however,  all  were 
glad  of  the  change. 

A  commercial  course  was  added  to  our  high  school  curriculum, 
the  special  commercial  subjects  being  made  elective  in  the  third 
and  fourth  years  of  the  course.  Provision  was  also  made  to  teach 
the  commercial  subjects  to  pupils  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  of  age, 
just  entering  high  school,  who  want  a  business  education  and  yet 
will  not  complete  a  four  year  course. 

Thirty-six  pupils  were  graduated  from  the  high  school,  in  the 
classical  and  scientific  courses,  the  largest  class  in  the  history  of 
the  school.     Of  this  number  ten  expect  to  enter  college,  and  twelve 


222  .  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

expect  to  begin  teaching  in  the  surrounding  townships.     Inexper- 
ienced teachers  are  not  employed  in  the  borough. 

Above  all  else  Tarentum  needs  a  school  of  manual  training  and 
domestic  science.  The  majority  of  our  boys  go  into  our  factories 
and  become  mold  makers,  machine  tenders,  or  machinists.  Actual 
experience  with  tools  in  a  manual  training  room  would  fit  them 
for  such  work.  The  girls  become  the  wives  of  the  workmen  in  these 
factories  and  need  the  best  possible  training  in  sewing,  cooking, 
and  domestic  economy.  We  hope  that  provision  for  these  schools 
will  be  made  in  the  near  future. 


TAYLOR— M.  J.  Lloyd. 


The  educational  progress  of  our  schools  for  the  year  ending 
June  1st,  1908,  marked  an  advance  in  a  few  things  over  condi- 
tions of  previous  years. 

Students  in  the  high  school  department  manifested  more  con- 
cern as  to  their  responsibility  in  their  work  than  was  shown  by 
classes  in  previous  years.  This  was  very  apparent  in  the  recita- 
tion. Thorough  preparation  for  the  recitation  on  the  part  of  both 
pupils  and  teachers  is  the  best  possible  index  to  healthy  school 
work.  Indifference  in  this  particular  on  the  part  of  either  of  the 
two  parties  to  the  recitation  causes  immense  loss  of  time  and  a 
waste  of  school  resources. 

The  work  in  the  lower  department  was  good,  on  the  whole. 
There  was  a  marked  advance  in  the  result  of  the  work  in  language 
over  previous  years.  This  was  due  to  the  earnest  effort  made  by  the 
superintendent  and  the  teachers  to  improve  the  results  in  this  im- 
portant subject  of  school  work. 

While  considerable  advance  was  made  in  this  work,  yet  much  re- 
mains to  be  done  to  attain  that  degree  of  skill  and  efficiency  that 
should  characterize  oral  and  written  expression  throughout  all  the 
grades  of  our  school  work. 

Our  teachers  are  beginning  to  realize  that  good  expression  in 
either  oral  or  written  work  of  what  the  child  knows,  is  an  impor- 
tant phase  of  school  work,  that  may  mean  much  for  the  child's  suc- 
cess later  in  life.  They  also  realize  that  imparting  ideas  to  their 
classes  is  not  the  only  important  phase  in  teaching,  but  that  it  is 
equally  important  that  their  pupils  give  clear  expression  of  the  im- 
pression taught  them. 

The  pouring  in  process  of  labeled  book-matter  is  not  the  best  kind 
of  teaching.     It  requires  skill  and  intelligence  to  impart  thought 
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and  then  to  teach  the  child  to  express  clearly  these  thoughts  in 
smooth  English. 

The  attendance  in  the  lower  grades  was  not  as  good  as  it  should 
have  been.  Main  eases  of  children  leaving  school  to  work  either 
in  the  mills  or  breakers  hero,  occurred  during  the  last  year.  We 
feel  that  a  number  of  these  cases  were  not  of  the  legal  age  to  en- 
title them  to  work,  yet  oftentimes  officials  were  unable  to  correct 
this  evil,  owing  to  the  insufficient  data  as  to  age,  etc.,  and  also  ow- 
ing to  the  sworn  statement  of  some  parents  who  regard  their  sworn 
statement  to  be  a  slight  affair.  Ignorance  fostered  by  the  perjury 
is  no  misstatement  of  the  condition  of  many  of  the  industrial  cen- 
tres of  this  Commonwealth.  The  granting  of  certificates  without 
sufficient  proofs  as  to  the  exact  age  of  the  child,  and  often  no  test 
was  required  of  the  child's  ability  to  read,  on  the  part  of  those 
authorized  to  issue  such  papers  and  the  apparent  apathy  of  some  of- 
ficials whose  duty  it  is  to  see  that  the  laws  are  upheld,  are  respon- 
sible for  a  condition  that  is  no  credit  to  the  state  and  to  the  commu- 
nities in  which  these  conditions  exist.  Children  employed  under 
the  legal  age  is  in  vogue  to-day  as  it  was  a  few  years  ago,  notwith- 
standing the  claims  of  those  in  official  authority,  that  child  labor 
has  ceased  to  be  a  crime.  Laws  that  do  not  meet  the  real  issues 
of  this  vital  problem,  should  be  repealed,  and  other  laws  framed 
by  a  body  of  educators  who  understand  the  real  conditions  as  they 
apply  to  this  serious  question  in  the  coal  regions. 

The  school  board  deemed  it  necessary  to  have  vocal  music  taught 
in  our  schools.  Miss  Lida  Houser  was  appointed  to  give  instruc- 
tion in  this  branch,  which  she  did  very  efficiently. 

In  order  that  this  district  might  be  in  a  position  to  receive  the 
financial  aid  now  offered  under  the  new  high  school  act,  and  further 
that  a  more  thorough  and  extended  course  of  high  school  instruc- 
tion might  be  given  our  young  people,  and  also  to  increase  the  gen- 
eral efficiency  of  the  high  school,  William  S.  Robinson  a  graduate 
of  Bucknell  University,  and  formerly  instructor  in  mathematics  in 
the  Shamokin  high  school  was  added  to  our  high  school  faculty. 

Another  advance  step  projected  by  the  board  last  year,  was  when 
the  board  decided  to  erect  a  new  modern  eight-room  building  to 
take  the  place  of  the  two  old  and  unsuitable  buildings  in  use  for 
many  years  on  Grove  street.  The  contract  price  of  this  new  struc- 
ture is  about  thirty-five  thousand  dollars  exclusive  of  the  furnish- 
ings. 

It  is  expected  that  this  building  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  early 
in  the  fall.  With  this  furnished  and  occupied,  Taylor  Borough  will 
be  fairly  well  provided  and  equipped  with  two  up-to-date  modern 
buildings,  all  of  which  has  been  accomplished  during  the  last  four 
years. 
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TITUSV1LLE— Henry   Pease. 


In  submitting  raj  annual  report  I  have  nothing  new  to  say  about 
the  schools  of  Titusville.  There  has  been  good,  honest,  steady 
work  done  in  all  grades.  The  system  of  individual  instruction,  a 
modification  of  the  so-called  Batavia  System,  which  was  introduced 
into  our  work  a  few  years  ago,  continues  to  be  as  helpful  as  we 
found  it  at  first.  With  the  raising  of  the  age  of  compulsory  atten- 
dance, there  is  coming  an  encouraging  increase  in  the  number  of 
pupils  who  remain  in  school  for  the  higher  grades.  Every  year 
added  to  the  period  of  compulsory  attendance  adds  to  the  percen- 
tage of  those  who  complete  the  grammar  school  course.  It  cer- 
tainly is  to  be  hoped  that  the  age  limit  will  again  be  raised  in  the 
near  future. 

It  has  been  more  difficult  to  keep  track  of  those  who  drop  out  to 
work  between  the  ages  of  fourteen  and  sixteen  this  year  than  it 
was  when  employment  certificates  were  issued  by  the  school  au- 
thorities. The  enactment  of  a  child  labor  law,  constitutional  and 
able  to  pass  the  ordeal  of  the  courts,  placing  the  issuing  of  employ- 
ment certificates  in  the  hands  of  the  school  authorities,  would  do 
much  to  assist  superintendents  and  teachers  to  look  after  those  who 
need  their  attention.  It  is  difficult  to  do  so  under  the  present 
law. 


TYRONE— I.  C.  M.  Ellenberger. 


The  school  year  closed  was  one  of  the  most  successful  in  the  his- 
tory of  our  schools.  The  work  of  the  teachers  with  but  few  excep- 
tions has  been  earnest  and  thorough.  Grade  meetings  and  local 
institutes  were  regularly  held  and  well  attended. 

The  course  of  professional  study,  outlined  and  adopted  by  the 
teachers,  for  study  during  the  year,  we  have  reason  to  believe  was 
carefully  and  systematically  pursued. 

A  high  school  building  is  greatly  needed  in  order  that  we  may  be 
able  to  do  the  work  demanded  of  a  first  class  high  school.  We  did 
all  we  could  to  carry  out  the  intent  and  purpose  of  the  Compulsory 
Attendance  Law  with  the  result  that  in  but  few  cases  were  we  com- 
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pelted  to  resort  to  its  enforcement  by  law.  The  vaccination  law- 
was  strictly  enforced.  It  seems  to  me  thai  tliis  law  could  be  more 
flexible  in  its  nature;  alter  a  pupil  lias  been  vaccinated,  say  two  or 
three  limes  by  a  reputable  physician  or  by  the  physician  of  the 
board  of  health  without  success,  and  the  fact  certified  that  for  the 
present  the  child  is  an  "111111111110/'  should  not  some  provision  be 
made  for  the  pupil's  admission  for,  at  least,  one  half  the  term,  and 
then  require  the  child  to  submit  to  another  vaccination. 

During  the  past  year,  we  placed  especial  emphasis  on  two  branches 
— Beading  and   Arithmetic.  The   latter  subject   we   now  carry 

through  all  the  grades  and  for  three  years  in  the  high  school.  Our 
aim  has  been  to  include  in  our  high  school  curriculum  only  those 
branches  that  reasonably  belong  to  such  a  course  in  the  high  schools 
of  small  boroughs  and  not  attempt  to  cover  work  in  those  branches 
that  might  well  be  left  to  the  colleges  and  universities.  Therefore, 
what  wre  have  done,  in  my  judgment,  has  been  well  done. 

I  want  to  say  that  our  school  board  is  a  conservative  and  an  ef- 
ficient body  of  men  who  know  our  needs  and  do  all  in  their  power 
to  provide  well  for  both  teachers  and  scholars,  but  our  citizens  can- 
not see  their  way  clear  to  add  a  most  valuable  asset  to  their  town, 
namely,  a  greatly  needed  high  school  building. 


WASHINGTON— William  Krichbaum. 


The  school  year  just  closed  is  recognized  by  teachers  and  by  the 
public  as  having  been  a  most  successful  one.  The  work  throughout 
the  entire  year  was  marked  by  enthusiasm,  harmony  and  progress 
on  the  part  of  the  teachers  and  by  an  amount  of  recognition  and  co- 
operation on  the  side  of  the  patrons,  larger  than  usual.  We  feel  es- 
pecially gratified  at  the  interest  manifest  by  the  teachers  in  their 
work  and  by  the  spirit  that  was  evident  nearly  everywhere,  to  ex- 
cel, not  each  other,  but  their  former  achievements  in  awakening 
in  the  minds  of  the  pupils  a  desire  to  know  and  a  sentiment  of  ad- 
miration for  things  that  are  worthy.  The  plase  of  discipline  was 
somewhat  raised  during  the  year,  I  believe,  rendering  discipline  less 
frequent  and  more  varied  though  not  less  severe.  Teachers  are 
being  more  and  more  led  to  see  that  conduct  is  largely  a  matter  of 
habit  and  that  children  can  be  trained  to  do  right  as  they  may  be 
trained  to  think  logically  or  to  stand  erect. 

We  are  fortunate  in  having  had  no  serious  disease  prevalent  in 
the  schools.  We  attribute  this  fact  largely  to  the  employment  of 
15—6—1908 
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a  school  physician,  to  the  prompt  fumigation  of  all  schoolrooms 
known  or  supposed  to  have  been  subject  to  infection,  and  to  a  gen- 
eral strict  observance  of  the  health  laws.  We  feel  that  to  do  these 
things  pays,  and  pays  well.  Apart  from  the  personal  phases,  full 
and  regular  attendance  lies  at  the  foundation  of  efficient  school 
work. 

The  Compulsory  Attendance  Laws  have  been  complied  with  as 
far  as  possible,  yet  I  feel  that  the  interests  of  the  children  were 
beter  protected  under  the  former  law,  as  the  teacher  by  reason  of 
his  knowledge  of  the  child's  age  would  prevent  perjury  and  in  many 
cases  by  remonstrances  or  vigourous  protests  could  prevail  on  par- 
ents to  allow  their  children  of  factory  age  to  remain  in  school. 

In  the  grades  writing,  spelling,  and  rapid  computation,  were  made 
the  objects  of  special  interest,  and  the  results  were  very  gratifying; 
and  particularly  so,  as  the  means  employed  did  not  demand  time 
from  other  branches.  Drawing,  added  two  years  ago  to  the  course 
of  study  after  much  debate,  is  uow  firmly  entrenched  as  an  integral 
part  of  our  school  work.  Much  of  the  credit  of  the  success  of  our 
drawing  work  is  due  to  the  efforts  of  the  supervisor,  Miss  Corinne 
Blakesley;  but  without  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  teachers,  the 
work  could  not  have  been  a  success. 

The  operation  of  new  text  books,  and  the  better  organization  of 
the  work  in  music,  lead  us  to  believe  that  the  progress  made  in  that 
art  during  the  last  two  years,  is  but  an  earnest  of  yet  better  things. 

During  this  year  the  high  school  has  grown  materially  in  num- 
bers, quantity  of  work  and  standing  in  the  community.  People  are 
generally  awakening  to  the  fact  that  there  is  value  in  a  high  school 
course  and  are  desirous  of  having  their  children  do  the  course.  An 
additional  |500  was  expended  on  the  Scientific  Laboratories,  wmich 
make  the  equipment  of  that  department  stand  at  about  $2,500. 
Among  the  recent  purchases  were  a  complete  stereopticon  with  ap- 
paratus for  opaque  and  microscopic  projection  and  a  specially  im- 
ported balance  of  great  refinement  and  accuracy.  The  work  of  our 
High  school  teachers  is  excellent  being  each  year  a  stride  in  advance 
of  that  of  its  predecessors. 

Each  year  we  have  to  contend  with  loss  of  experienced  teachers. 
However  by  continuing  to  raise  the  salaries  as  has  been  done  during 
the  past  two  years,  this  loss  may  be  partly  off-set  within  a  few 
years;  but  until  we  can  compete  with  the  highly  paid  cities  of  Pitts- 
burgh and  Allegheny,  we  will  suffer  at  least  an  inconvenience,  on 
this  account. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  note  the  very  serious  impression  made  on 
the  minds  of  many  of  our  teachers  by  the  lectures  of  Dr.  G.  Stanley 
Hall,  delivered  at  the  last  joint  County  and  Borough  Teachers'  In- 
stitute. 
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WAYNESBORO— J.  11.  Reber 


The  school  year  just  closed  lias  been  a  very  successful  one  in 
most  respects.  There  has  been  a  gradual  increase  in  attendance 
and  a  noticeable  improvement  along  the  various  lines  of  school 
work. 

Our  schools  closed  on  May  13.  On  Tuesday  evening,  .May  12,  the 
Grammar  school  transfer  exercises  were  held,  witnessed  by  a  Large 
and  appreciative  audience  of  parents  and  friends  of  the  class.  On 
this  occasion  certificates  of  promotion  were  issued  to  forty-eight 
pupils  who  will  all  likely  enter  the  high  school  next  term.  Two  of 
our  townsmen,  Rev,  11.  M.  Stover  and  W.  R.  Davison,  Esq.,  gave  ex- 
cellent addresses.  They  both  dwelt  on  the  importance  of  education 
and  the  advisability  of  the  completion  of  the  course  iu  the  high 
school.  The  exercises  were  pronounced  a  success  by  all  present, 
and  we  believe,  as  a  result,  greater  interest  will  be  aroused  in  the 
work  of  the  higher  grades.  The  high  school  commencement  was 
held  on  the  evening  of  the  15th  of  May.  The  hall  was  crowded  as 
usual  and  many  people  were  unable  to  attend  for  lack  of  sufficient 
room.  An  excellent  address  was  delivered  by  Hon.  W.  Rush  Gillan 
of  the  Franklin  county  courts.  Diplomas  were  awarded  to  a  class 
of  13  members — eleven  ladies  and  two  gentlemen.  The  class  was 
a  good  one,  but  the  number  was  entirely  too  small.  Let  me  say  in 
passing  that  the  succeeding  classes  will  be  larger.  The  high  school 
enrollment  has  increased  from  about  65  in  1900  to  133  last  term 
and  to  155  for  next  term.  The  interest  and  enthusiasm  among  the 
pupils  have  increased  correspondingly.  They  are  realizing  that  the 
day  for  the  boy  and  girl  with  inferior  scholarship  and  training  to 
win  success,  is  past,  and  they  must  have  as  much  at  least  as  we 
can  give  them  iu  our  public  schools. 

Regular  teachers'  meetings  were  held  every  two  weeks  through- 
out the  term  and  grade  meetings  as  often  as  necessity  demanded 
them.  The  practical  side  of  school  work  was  looked  after,  reports 
were  received  from  the  teachers,  difficulties  concerning  school  gov- 
ernment and  topics  bearing  upon  the  actual  work  in  progress  in  our 
schools,  received  thoughtful  attention.  On  Jan.  31  and  Feb.  1st  we 
held  a  graud  educational  rally.  The  attendance  of  patrons  and 
others  was  large  and  the  addresses  were  far  above  the  average  on 
such  occasions. 

The  discipline  in  our  schools  is  for  the  most  part  excellent.  The 
best  discipline  is  maintained  by  those  teachers  who  are  successful 
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iu  keeping  their  pupils  judiciously  employed.  Most  failures  amoug 
teachers  are  due  to  their  inability  to  maintain  wholesome  discipline. 
They  do  not  understand  child  nature,  they  do  not  know  how  to  keep 
children  usefully  employed  and  interested — in  short  they  lack  tact 
and  lose  all  hold  on  their  children. 

It  has  been  the  aim  of  the  school  authorities  to  make  the  schools 
more  comfortable  and  their  surroundings  more  attractive.  There 
has  been  much  building  and  other  improvement  of  school  property 
in  Waynesboro  within  recent  years,  which  has  been  a  credit  to  di- 
rectors and  patrons.  May  these  improvements  continue  until  we 
have  all  the  requisites  and  conveniences  for  schools  of  modern 
type. 


WEST  CHESTER— Addison  L.  Jones. 


The  work  of  the  schools  during  the  year  moved  steadily  forward. 
No  new  lines  of  management  were  projected  and  no  new  depart- 
ments were  organized;  but  an  earnest  effort  by  all  was  directed  to- 
ward strengthening  the  curriculum  already  established  and  pro- 
ducing greater  efficiency  in  the  several  branches  of  study. 

By  a  careful  elimination  of  non-essentials  from  the  course  and 
the  emphasis  of  the  essentials  in  such  subjects  as  arithmetic,  Eng- 
lih  grammar,  history  and  geography,  more  time  and  energy  are  giv- 
en to  the  practical  and  interesting  topics  and  to  the  educative  and 
valuable  phases  of  the  subjects. 

The  arithmetic  and  grammar  are  now  so  arranged  that  the  elimi- 
nation of  unnecessary  details  has  strengthened  them  so  that  the 
work  is  in  accord  with  the  changing  conditions  of  modern  education- 
al thought.  In  English  the  products  of  the  schools  are  most  encour- 
aging. Much  stress  is  laid  on  daily  oral  and  written  composition. 
The  pupils  are  led  to  express  themselves  clearly  and  connectedly. 
The  teachers  require  good  English  in  all  recitations;  for  the  pupils 
will  give  the  teacher  as  good  languange  work  as  she  requires  and 
as  poor  as  she  will  accept.  It  is  found  in  many  of  our  rooms  that 
the  pupils  are  as  ready  to  write  what  they  know  as  they  are  to  tell 
it;  which  shows  that  some  of  the  teachers  have  overcome  the  dis- 
taste that  the  children  have  had  for  written  composition. 

Last  summer  the  school  board,  appointed  a  supervisor  for  the  man- 
ual arts  departments.  The  courses  include  weaving,  basketry,  sew- 
ing, drawing,  painting  and  woodworking.  Under  the  supervisor  the 
subjects  are  correlated,  and  much  more  efficient  work  is  produced. 
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Not  only  the  pupils  but  the  parents  of  the  community  have  become 
greatly  interested  in  hand  work. 

In  our  schools  much  has  I » *  - <  - 1 1  gained  in  the  manual  arts  beyond 
the  direct  products  of  the  shop.  Manj  people  believe  thai  drawing 
and  painting  are  only  accomplishments  and  thai  shop  work  pro- 
duces only  so  much  manual  skill.  This  year  we  demonstrated  more 
than  ever  before  thai  drawing  and  painting  both  have  high  utilita- 
rian and  aesthetic  values;  while  in  the  basketry,  weaving,  sewing 
and  woodworking  the  products  show  that  the  pupils  gain  much 
more  than  dexterity  Of  hand  in  framing  the  several  products  of  the 
course.  It  is  more  and  more  evident  that  there  can  be  no  intelli- 
gent hand  work  which  does  not  involve  real  thinking  of  the  more 
valuable  kind.  At  the  annual  exhibition  of  the  manual  arts  depart- 
ments, nearly  three  thousand  persons  saw  the  finished  products  of 
the  manual  training  classes. 

The  public  library  continues  to  be  a  most  potent  auxiliary  in  the 
grades  to  history,  geography,  language  and  reading  classes.  The 
librarians  are  sympathetic  and  helpful  in  their  interest,  as  indicated 
by  their  aid  to  the  pupils  wrho  ask  directions  along  certain  lines  of 
reading.  Books  helpful  in  the  preparation  of  school  work,  and  for 
choice  reading  are  suggested  to  pupils  so  that  their  interests  are 
aroused  and  the  books  are  read  and  cherished. 

The  value  of  the  school  library  as  an  adjunct  to  the  work  of  the 
teacher  had  not  been  appreciated  fully  until  this  year.  In  the  large 
rooms  well  supplied  with  books,  there  were  periods  nearly  every 
day  when  not  sufficient  space  was  found  to  accommodate  all  that 
desired  to  do  reference  reading.  Before  and  after  school,  the  pu- 
pils read  what  they  please.  During  school  hours,  the  reading  must 
relate  to  some  phase  of  school  work. 

The  efficiency  of  the  library  in  the  high  school  was  much  augment- 
ed by  having  in  charge  a  person  who  knows  books  and  understands 
children,  whose  directions  and  suggestions  not  only  helped  the  pu- 
pils to  find  for  themselves  what  was  wanted,  but  gave  them  a  stim- 
ulus toward  the  choice  of  right  books  for  collateral  and  general 
reading.  Invaluable  aid  to  the  education  of  the  pupils  is  given  in 
this  way. 

The  wTork  of  the  high  school  was  never  better.  The  discipline 
was  wholesome  and  the  academic  results  generally  highly  credita- 
ble. On  the  whole  the  pupils  are  imbued  with  the  idea  that  the 
course  can  be  mastered  only  by  persistent  study  and  considerable 
homework.  More  and  more  are  the  teachers  stimulating  the  pupils 
to  better  efforts  along  all  lines,  thereby  gaining  a  marked  improve- 
ment in  class  work. 

The  teachers  are  generally  well  equipped  for  their  work,  self- 
possessed  and  enthusiastic.     Their  relations  with  the  pupils  seem 
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cordial  and  sympathetic.  They  are  willing  to  attack  any  school 
problem,  and  to  co-operate  with  the  school  authorities  in  measures 
which  may  advance  the  interests  of  the  schools  as  well  as  the  prog- 
ress of  the  pupils.  The  mutual  regard  and  confidence  existing  be- 
tween teachers  and  pupils  are  assurances  of  abundant  success. 


WILKE SB ARRE— James  M.  Coughlin. 


The  close  of  the  present  school  term  marks  the  eighteenth  year 
since  the  schools  of  the  city  were  consolidated  and  operated  as  a 
single  district.  The  growth  of  the  schools  has  kept  pace  with  the 
growth  of  the  city.  This  year  finds  our  enrollment  above  ten  thous- 
and, and  that  of  our  high  school  one  thousand  twenty-eight.  There 
was  an  increase  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-two  pupils  in  the  enroll- 
ment of  the  past  year.  These  pupils  had  to  be  cared  for  in  the 
rooms  already  in  use,  and  consequently  crowding  in  some  grades 
was  unavoidable.  New  buildings  are  now  under  consideration  to 
relieve  these  conditions  and  provide  for  future  needs. 

The  plans  are  now  before  the  board  for  a  new  high  school  build- 
ing which  is  estimated  to  cost  three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  present  high  school  building  will  be  changed  to  a  school  of 
Mechanics  Arts  when  the  new  high  school  building  is  completed. 

The  directors  have  also  under  consideration  a  special  school  for 
defective  and  otherwise  retarded  pupils.  Preparatory  to  taking  this 
subject  into  consideration  the  superintendent  was  directed  to  col- 
lect data  from  the  schools  to  ascertain  the  actual  needs  of  the  city 
in  this  direction. 

He  was  directed  to  collect  statistics  under  the  following  head- 
ings: 

Number  of  feeble  minded  children;  number  of  dull  pupils;  num- 
ber with  defective  hearing;  number  with  defective  eyes,  not  treated; 
number  wearing  glasses;  number  of  epileptics;  number  of  crippled 
children;  number  suffering  from  any  unusual  disease;  number  of 
pupils  retarded  from  any  other  weakness. 

The  summary  of  the  report  made  by  the  teachers  preparatory  to 
expert  examination  shows  from  a  total  number  of  pupils  at  the 
time  of  9,827;  that  thirty-two  were  feeble  minded;  ninety-four  class- 
ed as  dull;  two  hundred  nine  with  sight  needing  treatment;  three 
hundred  and  twenty  wearing  glasses;  one  hundred  thirty-six  with 
defective  hearing;  ten  epileptics;  fifty-five  crippled  children;  forty- 
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five  suffering  from  unusual  diseases,  and  one  hundred  nineteen  re- 
tarded from  other  causes  not   classified  above;  usually  stuttering 

and  other  nervous  ailments. 

This  report  will  surely  load  to  medical  examination  of  these  cases, 
probably  to  regular  medical  Inspection  of  the  schools,  and  finally 
to  a  special  school  for  the  mentally  defective 

The  closing  work  of  the  schools  this  year,  covering  an  interval  of 
seven  days,  was  like  a  great  educational  revival.  The  promotion  of 
the  pupils  from  grade  to  grade  through  the  elementary  schools,  the 
exhibition  of  school  work  in  every  building  for  inspection  on  par- 
ents' day,  the  promotion  of  the  eighth  grades  to  the  high  school, 
from  the  nine  complete  grammar  schools  attended  by  public  exer- 
cises in  the  presence  of  the  City  Superintendent  and  representatives 
of  the  Board,  the  promotion  of  the  pupils  from  the  first  high  school 
year  to  the  second  year,  attended  also  by  addresses  and  instruction 
as  to  the  choice  of  course  of  study  after  the  work  of  the  first  high 
school  year  taken  in  common  by  all  pupils,  together  with  the  com- 
mencement exercises  of  the  high  school  distributed  the  interest  in 
such  a  way  as  to  include  the  entire  city.  The  press  of  the  city  gave 
full  and  accurate  reports  of  the  various  exercises;  printed  the 
names  of  all  pupils  promoted  on  these  special  occasions,  and  a  full 
list  of  all  pupils  passing  up  in  the  regular  order  of  promotions. 

It  was  really  an  inspiring  and  altogether  helpful  closing  of  a 
hard  and  faithful  year's  work  both  by  pupils  and  teachers. 

More  than  ordinary  attention  was  given  to  thoroughness  in  the 
work  of  the  schools  the  past  year. 

The  work  is  always  very  satisfactory  in  the  primary  grades.  The 
first  two  or  three  years,  the  children  surrender  their  wills  to  the 
teacher  quite  entirely.  Their  whole  pleasure  and  delight  is  in  their 
work.  Very  remarkable  results  are  obtained.  Not  alone  in  the 
disciplinary  results  of  the  school  organization,  but  in  actual  know- 
ledge acquired,  in  facts  thoroughly  mastered,  and  sensed  in  such  a 
way  as  to  become  a  permanent  possession. 

Later  the  child  comes  to  exercise  personal  choice  in  his  activities. 
He  becomes  interested  in  his  play,  his  companions,  in  the  outer 
world  life.  The  teacher  loses  much  of  that  influence  and  control  ex- 
ercised in  the  lower  grades,  the  child  must  be  held  firmly  if  not  ac- 
tually driven  to  his  task,  and  the  problem  of  securing  thoroughness 
is  a  very  difficult  one.  This  difficulty  in  securing  thorough  work 
continues  with  many  pupils  particularly  boys  from  nine  years  of 
age  up  to  thirteen  or  fourteen  years.  After  this  time  the  logical 
powers  begin  to  develop,  when  under  competent  instructors  newr  in- 
terest is  awakened  and  thorough  work  is  more  readily  secured. 

Schools  are  so  often  criticised  for  poor  spelling  that  more  than  or- 
dinary attention  was  given  this  subject  tbis  year.     Thorough  but 
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reasonable  tests,  were  given  in  all  the  advanced  grades.  Study 
from  a  well  graded  text  was  begun  two  years  earlier  in  the  course 
than  heretofore  withi  results  greatly  appreciated  by  the  parents 
and  approved  by  the  teachers.  These  exercises  were  a  great  help 
to  reading.  They  were  arranged  and  taught  in  a  way  that  the  pu- 
pils advanced  rapidly  in  the  simple  use  of  the  written  language, 
and  the  spelling  exercises  were  studied  and  practiced  until  the  pu- 
pils were  perfect  in  the  lessons  given* 

I  conducted  personally  a  great  many  examinations  testing  the 
efficiency  of  the  pupils  from  ten  to  fifteen  years  of  age.  An  ex- 
amination of  all  sixth  grade  pupils  was  conducted  in  geography,  all 
seventh  year  pupils  were  examined  in  grammar,  and  all  eighth 
grade  pupils  were  examined  in  arithmetic.  The  results  of  these  ex- 
aminations were  not  very  encouraging;  they  would  have  been  very 
discouraging  to  any  one  who  is  unfamiliar  with  the  intellectual  un- 
certainty of  children  of  this  age.  But  aside  from  the  apparent  lack 
of  accuracy  in  important  facts  studied,  there  was  encouragement 
in  other  ways  not  usually  considered  in  the  examinations. 

The  arrangement  of  work  was  very  good.  The  writing  carefully 
done  and  always  legible.  The  general  use  of  English  good,  and 
spelling  correct. 

If  the  schools  are  not  thorough  in  the  results  obtained,  why  are 
they  not  thorough? 

I  have  tried  to  answer  this  question  through  the  examinations  con- 
ducted in  person  and  through  observation  of  school  work  with  this 
purpose  in  mind.  I  have  not  fully  answered  the  question  to  my 
own  satisfaction,  but  have  reached  conclusions  on  some  matters. 
Schools  are  not  generally  as  thorough  as  we  have  a  right  to  expect 
them  to  be.  Teachers  are  working  conscientiously  and  generally 
up  to  their  ability;  but  teaching  is  an  art  that  a  large  proportion 
of  those  teaching  have  not  learned.  The  amount  of  work  required 
of  pupils  in  the  grammar  grades  and  high  schools  is  more  than  can 
be  prepared  and  recited  during  the  hours  of  school.  The  prepara- 
tion of  many  lessons  must  be  made  outside  of  school  hours.  We 
cannot  have  thorough  work  without  careful  preparation,  and  in 
cities  and  large  towns  it  is  very  difficult  to  secure  the  necessary 
preparation  of  lessons. 

Home  conditions  are  not  the  same  for  all  pupils.  Some  pupils 
are  obliged  to  do  considerable  work  and  do  not  have  time  for  study. 
While  some  children  have  favorable  surroundings  for  study  others 
are  most  unfavorably  situated. 

I  am  in  favor  of  arranging  the  curriculum  of  study  and  the  prog- 
ram of  daily  lessons  so  that  both  preparation  and  recitation  be  done 
during  school  hours,  thus  placing  every  pupil  on  equal  conditions 
in  all  required  work. 
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Again  schools  are  generally  !<><>  large.  Instead  of  school  accom- 
modations being  in  advance  of  increasing  population,  population  is 
always  crowding  school  accommodations  in  growing  (owns  and 
cities. 

There  are  other  causes  which  are  classed  as  defects  of  method 
which  must  be  corrected  through  management  and  supervision. 

The  assignment  of  a  definite  task;  testing  at  regular  intervals 
each  individual  pupil;  the  mere  common  practice  of  written  recita- 
tions; care  that  the  student  shall  not  waste  his  time  on  useless  mat- 
ter; agreement  as  to  the  essentials  of  the  various  studies  so  ar- 
ranged as  to  form  definite  tasks.  Where  these  elements  in  method 
and  practice  are  lacking,  the  work  will  not  be  thorough. 

In  urging  upon  the  part  of  our  teachers  a  high  standard  of  pro 
ficiency  I  am  not  overlooking  the  disciplinary  value  of  the  school  or- 
ganization, the  trend  of  such  organization  toward  refinement  and 
culture,  and  the  school  above  all  else  as  a  character  builder. 


WILKLNSBURG— James  L.  Allison. 


The  time  of  year  has  arrived  when  superintendents  are  required 
to  make  their  annual  reports  to  the  Department  of  Education.  To 
do  this  annually  seems  to  report  from  time  to  time  occurrences  that 
seem  to  be  of  most  importance.  These  seem  to  be  similar  each  year. 
School  work  is  a  repetition  and  it  is  seldom  that  things  occur  about 
which  the  public  in  general  cares  to  know  and  the  educational  pub- 
lic is  indifferent. 

The  Wilkinsburg  schools  closed  on  May  twenty-seventh.  The  en- 
tire teaching  force  and  most  of  the  pupils  and  patrons  spent  the 
day  at  one  of  the  parks  where  the  strenuous  routine  of  the  school 
year  gave  place  to  enjoyment  of  various  kinds. 

The  crowded  conditions  reported  last  year  have  all  been  re- 
moved so  far  as  the  grade  schools  are  concerned.  A  fine  new  build- 
ing was  appropriately  dedicated  on  December  thirteenth  and  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer  made 
the  principal  address.  Dr.  Luckey,  former  superintendent  of  the 
Pittsburgh  schools,  and  Hon.  Judge  Evans,  of  the  Allegheny  county 
bench,  made  appropriate  addresses.  The  school  building  is  modern 
and  was  completed  at  a  cost  of  over  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  problem  that  has  been  confronting  the  board  for  some  time 
is   that   of  providing   accommodations  for  the  pupils  in  the  high 
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school.  This  department  of  the  schools  has  been  cared  for  in  a 
grade  school  building  ever  since  the  establishment  of  a  distinct  high 
school  system.  The  number  of  pupils  has  become  so  large  that  the 
board  has  decided  to  build  a  modern  high  school  building.  The 
ground  has  been  purchased  at  a  cost  of  thirty-one  thousand  dollars 
and  work  will  proceed  at  once. 

The  attendance  in  the  high  school  has  been  unusual  during  the 
year.  The  number  of  pupils  in  the  first  year  class  is  greater  than  it 
was  at  the  beginning  of  the  school  year.  This  seems  an  unusual 
condition  and  one  worthy  of  mention.  The  per  cent,  of  pupils  in 
each  class  shows  an  interesting  feature.  There  are  27  per  cent,  of 
the  entire  enrollment  of  this  department  in  the  first  year  class;  38 
per  cent,  in  the  second  year;  20  per  cent,  in  the  third  year;  and  15 
per  cent,  in  the  fourth  year.  There  were  thirty  graduates  in  this 
year's  class  and  twenty-two  of  these  expect  to  attend  colleges  or 
some  higher  institutions  of  learning. 

The  board  this  year  fitted  up  a  laboratory  for  the  use  of  the  science 
department  and  reseated  the  rooms  used  by  the  high  school  with 
adjustable  seats  and  desks.  These  improvements  have  added  Tnuch 
to  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  students  and  teachers. 

The  conditions  of  the  schools  in  general  have  been  excellent. 
There  have  been  no  epidemics  to  retard  the  progress  or  hinder  the 
pupils  in  their  regular  attendance  during  the  entire  year.  The 
School  Board  has  done  its  entire  duty  collectively  and  individually 
in  providing  for  the  needs  of  the  schools  and  in  sympathy  and  en- 
couragement both  to  pupils  and  teachers.  The  harmony  and  sym- 
pathy of  teachers,  principals,  directors  and  patrons  have  made  the 
work  pleasant  and,  1  believe,  successful. 

The  approaching  year  indicates  additional  responsibilities  for  all 
who  have  anything  to  do  with  the  management  of  the  schools  but, 
it  seems  to  me,  the  board  has  piloted  the  schools  through  so  many 
difficulties  that  all  of  these  will  be  met  and  remedied  at  the  proper 
time  so  that  the  coming  year  will  be  as  pleasant  and  profitable  as 
the  past. 


WILLIAMSPORT— Charles  Lose. 


The  constant  onward  movement  of  society  renders  it  necessary 
that  the  schools  should  make  as  steady  advancement  if  they  are  to 
be  a  factor  in  the  community's  progress.  The  improvement  in  the 
schools  of  any  district  will  always  depend  to  a  large  extent  on  the 
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growth  of  the  teachers  of  thai  district,  li  is  very  important  that 
teachers  be  well  trained  to  begin  their  work,  but  it  is  more  impor- 
tant that  they  continue  to  grow  and  develop  while  at  work.  The  in- 
telligent performance  of  the  every  day  duties  of  the  school  room  un- 
der careful  supervision  is  probably  the  best  means  of  securing  this 
growth  and  development,  but  it  is  not  sufficient.  There  must  be 
added  to  this  the  reading  or  study  of  the  latest  and  best  books  on 
teaching  and  in  the  subjects  taught,  the  study  of  the  leading  arti- 
cles in  the  best  educational  journals,  the  frequent  discussion  in  teach- 
ers' meetings  of  methods  of  work  and  material  taught,  the  embrac- 
ing of  all  opportunities  to  hear  the  leaders  of  educational  thought, 
the  occasional  mixing  with  new  teachers  in  summer  schools  and  col- 
leges, and  the  accepting  of  all  chances  to  take  part  in  the  educa- 
tional life  of  the  community. 

A  review  of  the  work  done  during  the  last  year  by  the  teachers  of 
Williamsport  to  improve  themselves  makes  a  very  fair  showing. 
More  than  three  hundred  books  bearing  directly  or  indirectly  on  the 
work  of  schools  were  read  and  studied.     Among  these  books  were 
the  following:  Winterburn's  Methods  in  Teaching;  White's  Art  of 
Teaching;  Roark's  Methods  of  Education;  Brumbaugh's  The  Making 
of  a  Teacher;  Hinsdale's  Art  of  Study;  King's  Methods  and  Aids 
in  Geography;  Carpenter,  Baker  and  Scott's  The  Teaching  of  Eng- 
lish; Chubb's  Teaching  of  English;  Bate's  Writing  English;  McMur- 
ry's  Special  Method  in  English,  Special  Method  in  Primary  Reading, 
Methods  of  the  Recitation,  Special  Method  in  Arithmetic,  and  in 
History,  Teaching  of  the  Classics,  Course  of  Study  in  the  Eight 
Grades,  Type  Studies  in  Geography,  and  Nature  Study  Lessons; 
Bryant's  How  to  Tell  Stories  to  Children;  Hamilton's  The  Recita- 
tion; Johnston's  Education  in  Games  and  Plays;  The  Stockton  Meth- 
ods; BarnetPs  Common  Sense  in  Teaching;  Jame's  Psychology  and 
his  Practical  Talks  to  Teachers;  Hall's  Adolescence  and  his  Educa- 
tional Aims  and  Values;  Bagley's  Educative  Process  and  his  Class 
room  Management;  Sully's  Children's  Ways;  Cornman's  Backward- 
ness   in   Public    Schools;    Home's    Philosophy    of    Education;    De- 
Garmo's  Doctrirfe  of  Interest  and  his  Herbart  and  the  Herbartians; 
Education  and  Heredity;  Individual  Training  in  Schools  and  Col- 
leges; Quick's  Educational  Reformers;  Munro's  History  of  Educa- 
tion; The  Point  of  Contact  in  Teaching;  The  Study  of  Children; 
Schaeffer's  Thinking  and  Learning  to  Think;  O'Shea's  Education  as 
Adjustment  and  his  Dynamic  Factors  in  Education;  Shaw's  School 
Hygiene,  Burrage's  School  Sanitation  and  Decoration;  Rowe's  The 
Physical  Nature  of  the  Child;  Hanus's  Educational  Aims  and  Val- 
ues; Dutton's  Social  Phases  of  Education;  Butler's  Meaning  of  Edu- 
cation; Fitch's  Educational  Aims  and  Methods,  etc. 
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In  some  cases  a  number  of  copies  of  a  book  was  bought  by  teach- 
ers and  these  particular  books  were  studied  a  chapeer  or  two  at  a 
time  and  the  points  of  each  chapter  discussed  in  the  various  grade 
meetings.  In  the  same  manner  many  suggestive  articles  in  school 
journals  and  magazines  were  presented  to  classes  of  teachers. 
Nearly  all  of  our  teachers  are  nowT  subscribers  to  one  or  more  school 
publications  and  these  are  so  circulated  that  a  large  part  of  the 
teaching  force  is  kept  well  acquainted  with  the  current  discussion  of 
educational  questions.  Fortunately  the  best  of  these  publications 
now  deal  largely  with  the  principles  of  education  instead  of  with  de- 
vices for  teaching. 

The  most  important  teachers'  meetings  held  in  Williamsport  are 
the  Annual  Teachers'  Institute,  the  Monthly  Teachers'  Institute, 
Monthly  Grade  Meeting  of  seven  different  grades  of  teachers,  and 
the  Principals'  Meeting,  held  every  third  Tuesday  from  7.30  to  10.30 
p.  m.  Practically  all  of  the  teachers  attend  the  Annual  Institute, 
while  92  per  cent,  attended  each  meeting  of  the  Monthly  Institute 
and  83  per  cent,  attended  each  meeting  of  the  teachers  of  their  par- 
ticular grade.  Some  of  the  subjects  discussed  during  the  last  year 
are  as  follows:  Penmanship,  Reading,  Phonics,  Spelling,  Grammar, 
Language,  Composition,  Geography,  Clay  Modeling,  Hand  Work; 
Nature  Study,  School  Management,  Course  of  Study,  Reviews,  Tests 
and  Examinations,  Music,  Drawing,  The  Literary  Exercises  of  the 
Schools,  etc.  Almost  every  topic  of  consequence  to  the  work  of  the 
schools  was  touched  again  and  again  in  these  meetings. 

The  list  of  prominent  persons  who  addressed  the  teachers  during 
the  year  from  one  to  a  dozen  times  includes  Dr.  Paul  H.  Hanus, 
Harvard  University;  Dr.  J.  P.  Gordy,  New  York  University;  Dr.  J. 
Duncan  Spaeth,  Princeton  University;  Dr.  Lightner  Witnier,  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania;  Dr.  W.  R.  Brooks,  Hobart  College;  Dr.  J. 
W.  Redway,  New  York;  Supt.  P.  W.  Robbins,  Bethlehem.  The  sub- 
jects of  some  of  the  addresses  made  are  Principles  of  Education, 
Vocational  Training,  United  States  History,  History  of  Education, 
Essentials  in  Geography,  Modern  Teaching  of  Geography,  The  Re- 
tardation of  Pupils,  The  Defective  Child,  Primary  Numbers,  Living 
Problems  in  Shakespeare,  The  Wonders  of  the  Heavens,  etc.  Dr. 
C.  S.  Hammock  of  Philadelphia  also  met  the  teachers  some  nine- 
teen or  twenty  times  during  the  term  to  criticise  the  work  in  draw- 
ing and  to  give  valuable  assistance  in  this  subject.  Then,  too,  the 
Library  course  of  University  Extension  Lectures  on  Literature  and 
Art  and  the  other  lecture  courses  of  the  city  were  largely  attended 
by  teachers,  while  almost  every  club  or  organization  for  the  advance- 
ment of  learning  and  the  improvement  of  its  members  has  enrolled 
a  number  of  the  teachers  of  the  public  schools. 
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When  it  is  considered  thai  all  of  the  work  mentioned  in  the  fore- 
going paragraphs  was  done  by  the  teachers  in  addition  to  the  wear- 
ing duties  of  their  school  rooms  and  thai  this  extra  work  was  al- 
ways performed  promptly  and  cheerfully  ii  musl  be  admitted  thai 

as  a  class  onr  teachers  are  zealous  in   (heir  efforts  to  make  them 
selves  fit  for  their  work  and  ready  to  meel   the  constantly  inereas 

ing  responsibilities  of  their  positions. 


YORK— A.    Wanner. 


The  erection  of  a  new  twelve  room  school  house  to  be  completed 
in  a  year  was  commenced  in  May.  No  other  building  contracts 
were  entered  into,  but  in  accordance  with  the  commendable  policy 
olf  the  board  future  needs  were  anticipated  by  the  purchase  of  a 
large  lot  in  a  section  of  the  city  now  being  built  up.  In  that  man- 
ner ample  play  grounds  can  be  secured  at  reasonable  prices. 

In  addition  to  purchasing  large  lots,  the  School  Board,  of  late 
years,  has  been  mindful,  in  another  way,  of  the  value  of  the  school 
yard  as  a  recreation  place.  Instead  of  putting  the  school  house  in 
the  middle  of  the  lot,  thus  leaving  four  narrow  strips  of  ground  on 
each  side,  the  building  is  located  in  front  near  the  street.  The  play 
ground  is  then  to  the  rear  and  in  one  large  yard. 

In  drawing,  special  attention  was  devoted  to  constructive  work. 
Taper  cutting  and  folding,  clay  modelling,  basketry  and  other  ele- 
mentary practice  in  manual  training  interested  the  children  in  the 
lower  grades  and  materially  aided  in  their  intellectual  development. 
Stencil  work  in  the  eighth  grades  represented  the  most  attractive 
application  of  drawing. 

One  room  in  a  large  building  was  fitted  up  with  benches  and 
tools.  The  boys  in  that  building  of  the  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth 
grades  devoted  one  hour  each  week  to  bench  work  in  wood.  Whilst 
the  time  so  applied  was  insufficient  to  accomplish  much,  the  value 
of  such  instruction  was  forcefully  demonstrated.  In  several  other 
buildings  a  limited  amount  of  knife  work  was  done.  In  all  cases 
results  were  highly  satisfactory. 

The  school  for  special  pupils,  in  which  manual  training  constitu- 
ted the  attractive  feature,  as  described  in  the  last  Annual  Report, 
was  maintained  and  conclusively  demonstrated  its  value. 

In  the  general  work  of  the  schools,  special  effort  was  made  to  ac- 
centuate essentials,  to  direct  effort  and  develop  the  intellectual  pow- 
er of  the  children  rather  than  to  introduce  new  methods. 
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Reports  of  Principals 


OF 


State  Normal  Schools. 


FIRST  DISTRICT— WEST  CHESTER. 


George  Morris  Philips,  Principal. 


The  past  year  has  been  the  most  prosperous  in  our  history.  Our 
total  enrollment  of  students  in  the  Normal  department  was  848",  in 
the  Model  School,  236.  They  represented  49  different  counties  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  14  other  states,  territories  and  countries.  Our 
need  of  additional  room  grows  greater  each  year.  After  filling  our 
large  dormitory  to  its  utmost  capacity,  we  started  the  beginning  of 
the  school  year  with  more  than  a  hundred  students  from  a  distance 
boarding  in  the  town,  which  number  was  largely  increased  during 
the  year. 

Our  graduating  class  numbered  198.  The  average  age  was  20.77 
years.  Of  these,  39  were  graduates  of  high  schools  with  four  years' 
courses;  50  were  graduates  of  high  schools  with  three  years'  courses, 
or  had  attended  high  schools  for  three  years;  31  were  graduates  of 
high  schools  with  two  years'  courses,  or  had  attended  high  schools 
for  two  years;  29  had  attended  high  schools  or  high  grade  private 
schools  for  one  year  or  more.  48  came  directly  from  grammar  or 
ungraded  schools.  Their  average  attendance  at  the  Normal  School 
was  2.77  years. 

Never  were  the  members  of  a  graduating  class  here  so  successful 
in  securing  positions  early.  About  half  the  class  had  received  ap- 
pointments before  Commencement  Day,  which  was  on  June  18th, 
and  the  members  of  a  graduating  class  had  never  before  been  ap- 
pointed to  positions  with  such  good  salaries  or  such  long  terms.    All 
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but  five  of  the  class  ezpecl  to  teach  oexl  year,  and  three  of  the  ore 
will   attend  higher  institutions  with   the  expectation  of   teaching 

later. 

The  large  attendance  of  young  men  is  especially  gratifying.  Thir- 
ty-eight of  the  graduating  class  were  young  men,  and  all  of  these  but 
two  will  teach  next  year,  and  one  of  the  two  will  enter  college.  Al- 
most all  of  these  young  men  received  appointments  early,  generally 
as  principals  of  high  schools  of  townships  or  boroughs,  in  which 
there  is  a  large  and  increasing  demand  for  our  male  graduates.  They 
are  almost  universally  successful  and  satisfactory  in  these  posi- 
tions. Our  enrollment  of  young  men  was  larger  last  year  than  for 
several  years,  and  promises  to  be  fully  as  large  next  year.  In  view 
of  the  greatly  decreased  attendance  of  young  men  in  the  normal 
schools  in  the  eastern  states  generally,  it  seems  to  us  a  very  im- 
portant matter  to  encourage  in  every  way  the  attendance  of  young 
men  upon  the  normal  schools  of  Pennsylvania.  Many  such  students 
who  come  to  the  normal  schools  without  intending  to  teach  become 
imbued  with  the  spirit  of  the  school,  enter  the  profession,  and  make 
excellent  teachers.  In  view  of  the  well  grounded  alarm  felt  so  gen- 
erally at  the  rapid  decrease  of  male  teachers,  this  is  one  of  our  im- 
portant normal  school  problems,  and  demands  our  careful  atten- 
tion. 

Our  annual  winter  lectures  continue  to  be  an  important  and  in- 
teresting feature  of  the  school.  They  have  now  been  maintained 
regularly  for  twenty  years.  We  have  never  catered  to  the  almost 
universal  demand  for  entertainments  instead  of  lectures,  and  in 
these  twenty  years  have  had  on  the  platform  almost  every  lecturer 
of  prominence  in  the  country,  and  many  prominent  and  desirable 
lecturers  who  do  not  originally  appear  on  the  platform.  This  has 
been  of  great  value,  not  only  to  the  school  but  to  the  community. 
The  admission  fees  have  been  small,  and  yet  these  lectures  have 
been  so  managed  as  to  earn  a  large  sum  for  our  library,  which  has 
been  almost  entirely  maintained  from  the  proceeds  of  these  lec- 
tures. 

During  the  year  an  important  and  valuable  loan  exhibition  of 
paintings  by  a  number  of  the  best  modern  American  artists  was 
held  in  our  Art  Gallery.  Among  the  artists  represented  were  Wil- 
liam M.  Chase,  Robert  Henri,  William  T.  Smedley,  Hugh  Brecken- 
ridge,  Violet  Oakley,  Martha  Cornwell,  Elizabeth  Shippen  Green, 
Colin  Campbell  Cooper,  W.  Elmer  Schofield.  and  Edward  W.  Red- 
field.  The  exhibition  was  open  for  a  month,  and  attracted  atten- 
tion not  only  in  the  school  and  in  West  Chester,  but  also  in  Phila- 
delphia and  surrounding  towns.  The  school's  well  planned  art  gal- 
lery, in  its  new  fire-proof  library  building,  made  such  artists  willing 
to  exhibit. 
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Our  enrollment  of  students  for  the  coming  year  is  decidedly  lar- 
ger than  ever  before  at  this  time,  and  there  is  ever}'  prospect  that 
there  is  a  still  more  successful  year  before  us. 


SECOND  DISTRICT— MlLLERSVILLE. 


Eliphalet  Oram  Lyte,  Principal. 


I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction the  report  of  the  First  Pennsylvania  State  Normal  School 
for  the  fifty-fourth  year  of  its  existence  as  a  Normal  School. 

The  total  attendance  for  the  Fall  term  of  1907  was  621;  the 
Winter  term,  648,  and  the  Spring  term,  862.  The  total  number  of 
graduates  receiving  the  first  diploma  in  the  Regular  Course  was 
122,  of  whom  7  had  been  previously  graduated  in  the  Elementary 
Course;  one  was  graduated  in  the  second  year  of  the  Supplementary 
Course,  receiving  the  degree  of  master  of  pedagogics;  4  were  grad- 
uated in  the  first  year  of  the  Supplementary  Course,  receiving  the 
degree  of  bachelor  of  pedagogics.  All  of  the  graduates  attended  this 
school  for  the  purpose  of  teaching  in  the  public  schools  of  the  State, 
and  all,  with  one  or  tw~o  exceptions,  are  now  employed  as  teachers. 

The  school  year  that  has  just  closed  has  been  successful,  when 
measured  by  the  ordinary  standards.  The  ladies'  building,  large 
as  it  is,  could  not  accommodate  all  the  ladies  who  came  to  Millers- 
ville  to  school  this  Spring,  while  the  gentlemen's  building  was  com- 
fortably filled,  more  gentlemen  than  usual  being  enrolled.  But 
numbers  are  a  very  poor  and  often  a  very  erroneous  gauge  by  which 
to  measure  a  school.  The  true  estimate  of  the  merits  of  a  Normal 
School  is  the  amount  and  character  of  the  work  done  for  the  train- 
ing of  its  students  for  the  profession  of  teaching.  Measured  by 
this  standard.  MillersviRe  challenges  comparison  with  the  leading 
schools  of  its  kind  in  the  country.  There  are  many  so-called  Normal 
Schools  in  the  United  States,  but  not  many  real  Normal  Schools. 
Millersville  is  generally  recognized  as  belonging  to  the  few  institu- 
tions that  are  Normal  Schools  in  reality  as  well  as  in  name.  This 
institution  hopes  to  be  estimated  as  a  Normal  School  in  reality. 
There  are  many  lugger  schools  than  any  Normal  School  in  Penn- 
sylvania,  institutions    that   call   themselves  Normal   Schools,   with 
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thousands  of  students  and  scores  of  '•courses"  that  swell  the  enroll- 
ment. Pennsylvania  can  not  hope,  and  should  nut  hope,  to  equal 
these  in  numbers.    In  fact,  a  Normal  School  can  easily  be  too  large. 

It  is  too  large  when  it  can  not  give  proper  practice  work  in  its 
school  of  practice  for  its  senior  class,  and  when  it  does  not  give 
a  sufficient  amount  of  special  training  in  methods  of  teaching. 
Indeed,  it  is  a  fatal  defect  in  a  Normal  School  when  it  does  not 
realize  that  it  has  no  reason  for  existance  apart  from  its  being  able 
to  train  young  persons  to  be  teachers.  It  is  a  great  misfortune 
that  the  thirteen  Normal  Schools  in  Pennsylvania  have  not  so 
raised  the  standard  of  teaching  in  the  Commonwealth  that  Boards 
of  Control  have  not  learned  that  it  is  just  as  harmful  to  the  children 
of  the  community  to  employ  a  person  not  especially  trained  for  the 
work  of  teaching  in  a  school  established  for  the  purpose,  as  it  is 
harmful  to  engage  a  physician  who,  whatever  his  general  knowledge 
may  be,  has  not  been  trained  as  a  physician. 

I  will  repeat  two  important  recommendations  made  by  me  in  a 
former  report  to  the  State  Superintendent,  the  first  of  which  is: 
The  State  Normal  Schools  of  Pennsylvania  should  not  receive  in  any 
department  (except  its  Model  School)  any  students  that  are  not  pre- 
paring to  become  teachers.  To  receive  students,  as  schools  now  re- 
ceive them, — from  every  source — and  to  try  to  conduct  "depart- 
ments" of  various  kinds,  to  try  to  conduct  high  schools  as  part  of  the 
Normal  Shool,  bring  us  in  to  constant  competition  with  academies, 
preparatory  schools,  musical  conservatories,  commercial  "colleges", 
and  public  high  schools,  dissipating  our  energies,  making  enemies 
needlessly,  and  preventing  us  from  doing  the  work  we  pretend  to 
do  and  advertise  that  we  are  doing.  Our  Normal  Schools  must 
always  do  so-called  academic  work.  Every  Normal  School  in  the 
country  does  academic  work,  but  when  we  receive  only  such  pupils 
as  are  preparing  to  teach,  the  academic  work  that  we  do  will  be 
professional  in  its  character  and  be  of  a  different  grade  from  the 
academic  work  done  in  the  best  high  schools. 

The  California  (Pa.)  State  Normal  School  has  taken  a  long  step 
in  advance  in  excluding  all  persons  from  its  Normal  department  who 
do  not  intend  to  become  teachers.  This  has  been  recommended  on 
numerous  occasions  to  the  school  department  by  the  Principal  of 
this  Normal  School  as  a  proper  step  to  take,  and  it  is  one  which 
every  other  Normal  School  in  the  State  should  take.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  at  the  November  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Principals 
action  will  be  taken  to  exclude  from  any  department  of  the  Normal 
School,  except  the  Model  School,  all  students  who  do  not  enter  with 
the  intention  of  becoming  teachers.  To  be  effective  this  movement 
should  be  general  and  regulated  by  law  or  by  the  school  department, 
16—6—1908 
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The  second  recommendation  is  to  the  effect  that  a  limit  should 
be  placed  upon  the  amount  paid  by  the  State  to  the  students  of  any 
one  State  Normal  School  for  free  tuition.  This  limit  should  be 
placed  high  enough  so  that  the  larger  schools  could  conduct  their 
educational  departments  without  embarrassment;  but  there  should 
be  a  limit.  Such  a  limit  would  tend  to  build  up  the  smaller  schools 
and  make  educationally  stronger  the  larger  schools  by  bringing 
before  the  school  authorities  another  and  better  ideal  for  the 
measure  of  efficiency  than  mere  numbers.  Here  again  the  craze  to 
have  a  large  enrollment  prevents  us  from  doing  the  work  we  have 
organized  to  do  and  for  which  we  ask  support  from  the  Common- 
wealth for  doing.  The  Commonwealth  should  regulate  by  a  clause 
in  the  law  granting  appropriations  the  conditions  under  which  the 
appropriation  should  be  due.  The  amount  of  money  paid  by  the 
State  each  year  to  the  common  schools  demands  that  the  schools 
established  by  law  to  prepare  teachers  and  protected  by  law  should 
have  only  one  object  in  view,  that  of  preparing  teachers  that  are 
efficient.  I  write  feelingly  upon  this  subject  and  at  the  risk  of 
being  misunderstood.  But  I  know  that  while  higher  education  in 
Pennsylvania  compares  favorably  with  that  in  other  States,  the 
schools  that  are  fostered  by  the  State  to  prepare  teachers  for  the 
public  schools  and  that  give  character  to  the  public  school  system, 
do  not  have  the  rank  that  the  Normal  Schools  of  many  other  States 
have. 

I  have  given  above  what  I  believe  is  the  reason,  and  I  have  sug- 
gested the  remedy.  The  power  lies  with  the  State  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction  and  the  Board  of  Principals,  who  determine 
the  course  of  study. 

Our  Trustees  continue  their  devotion  to  the  material  interests  of 
the  school.  They  hold  monthly  meetings,  and  all  accounts  due  the 
school  are  read  in  the  open  Board,  scrutinized  by  the  Board,  having 
previously  been  examined  by  a  Committee  of  the  Board  in  whose 
department  the  expenditure  falls,  and,  if  approved  by  the  Committee 
and  by  the  entire  Board,  the  Treasurer  is  ordered  to  pay  the  bill. 
No  money  is  paid,  even  the  smallest  amount,  unless  an  itemized  bill 
is  presented  for  the  same,  and  the  receipt  of  the  person  to  whom 
the  money  is  due  is  obtained.  All  bills  and  accounts  are  kept  on 
file,  and  are  subject  at  all  times  to  close  inspection  of  the  proper 
persons.  Annually  or  oftener  if  they  desire,  the  Finance  Committee 
of  the  Board,  consisting  of  Hon.  Jacob  M.  Frantz,  an  experienced 
business  man,  Dr.  P.  W.  Hiestand,  vice-president  of  the  Conestoga 
National  Bank,  and  Hon.  John  H.  Landis,  Superintendent  of  the 
Philadelphia  Mint,  making  a  thorough  examination  of  the  accounts 
of  the  school  and  certify  in  writing  to  their  correctness.    The  school 
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authorities  are  proud  of  the  careful,  conscientious  manner  in  which 
the  business  of  the  school  is  conducted,  and  invite  examination  by 
all  interested  persons.  The  employmenl  of  Prof.  J.  W.  Lansinger 
as  Business  Manager  assisted  in  revolutionizing  the  methods  of  con- 
ducting the  business  of  the  school. 

A  year  ago  1  announced  that  a  series  of  improvements  of  our 
school  buildings  was  under  way.  Buildings  for  new  bath  rooms  and 
water  closets  were  included  and  equipped  with  the  best  and  most 
sanitary  appliances.  We  have  completed  the  rewiring  of  our  build- 
ings for  electric  lights,  all  wire  being  run  in  steel  conduits,  making 
the  wiring  entirely  safe.  Our  method  of  heating  the  buildings  must 
be  remodelled.  We  have  started  the  work  by  putting  in  place  two 
water  tube  boilers  of  lot)  horse  power  each,  and  are  beginning  to 
install  a  direct  steam  plant.  Our  board  walks  connecting  the 
different  buildings  on  the  campus  have  been  replaced  with  flag- 
stones. In  other  ways  also  we  are  trying  to  bring  our  "plant"  up- 
to-date  in  all  respects. 

It  becomes  my  sad  duty  to  report  the  death  of  two  of  our  leading 
Trustees:  the  President  of  the  Board,  Hon.  John  B.  Waif  el,  who  died 
April  20th  after  a  long  illness,  and  Hon.  Milton  Heidelbaugh,  State 
Senator  for  this  district,  who  died  suddenly  on  February  10th.  These 
gentlemen  were  among  the  most  active  and  valued  members  of  our 
Board,  and  were  devoted  to  its  interests.  They  will  long  be  re- 
membered. 

The  reorganization  of  our  Board  of  Trustees  in  accordance  with 
the  law  requiring  that  the  State  be  represented  by  half  the  Board 
was  effected  without  difficulty.  Hon.  David  McMullen,  Lancaster, 
Pa.,  was  elected  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  in  place  of  Hon. 
John  B.  Warfel,  whose  death  was  referred  to  above. 

The  school  was  highly  honored  during  the  Spring  term  by  a  visit 
from  the  Hon.  Edwin  Stuart,  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth, 
who  was  the  guest  of  honor  at  the  anniversary  of  one  of  the  flourish- 
ing literary  societies  connected  with  the  school.  The  Governor's 
visit  was  encouraging  to  us,  and  his  address  uplifting  and  inspiring. 
Tn  conclusion,  permit  me  to  say  that  in  spite  of  the  defects  re- 
ferred to  above  in  our  Normal  School  system,  every  Normal  School 
in  the  State  is  doing  an  invaluable  work  for  the  public  schools  and 
for  the  Commonwealth,  and  abundantly  justifies  the  action  of  the 
Legislature  in  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  schools. 
My  personal  thanks  are  due  to  the  distinguished  State  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Instruction  for  his  support  of  the  Principal  of 
this  Normal  School  in  his  efforts  to  maintain  the  high  standing  of 
the  institution,  and  to  make  it  a  model  of  correct,  economical  and 
honest  business  management. 
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THIRD  DISTRICT— KUTZTOWN. 


A.  C.  Rotherniel,  Principal. 


The  school  year  of  1907-08  was  a  very  successful  one.  The  attend- 
ance was  large,  the  different  agencies  of  the  school  worked  in 
harmony  for  the  promotion  of  the  school's  progress,  the  faculty 
manifested  great  earnestness,  and  devotion  to  duty,  and  the  trustees 
showed  a  strong  desire  to  enlarge  our  plant,  and  make  it  more  sub- 
stantial. 

During  the  year  a  gymnasium  building  was  erected  on  the  east 
campus.  This  building,  stately  in  appearance  and  generous  in  pro- 
portions embodies  the  newest  and  best  ideas  on  structures  of  this 
character.  It  contains  a  large  assembly  hall,  an  elevated  running 
track,  a  large  bathing  and  swimming  pool,  needle  and  shower  baths, 
lockers  and  offices,  and  all  the  apparatus  considered  necessary  for 
the  development  of  the  physical  powers  of  students. 

During  the  Winter  term  we  had  twelve  cases  of  scarlatina  in  the 
school.  For  the  first  time  in  many  years  we  felt  the  want  of 
adequate  arrangements  for  the  isolation  of  a  student  suffering  from 
an  attack  of  a  contagfous  disease. 

Our  experience  with  scarlatina,  however,  proved  a  blessing  in 
disguise  for  the  Board  resolved  to  build  an  infirmary  modern  in  all 
its  appointments.    This  building  is  now  in  process  of  erection. 


FOURTH  DISTRICT— EAST  STROUDSBURG. 


E.  L.  Kemp,  Principal. 


The  past  year  has  been  the  most  prosperous  in  the  history  of  the 
school.  From  the  beginning  of  the  year  until  the  end  of  it  the 
attendance  was  larger  than  ever  before,  and  the  number  of  High 
School  graduates  who  presented  themselves  for  examination  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was  large  beyond  all  expectation. 
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Before  lire  year  was  mil  we  saw  the  beginning  of  our  new  Model 
School  building,  for  which  we  have  waited  so  long.  The  work  upon 
it  is  being  pushed  so  energetically  that  the  building  will  Likely  be 
completed  before  the  contracl  time  lias  expired. 

The  number  of  High  School  graduates  who  came  to  us  for  ex- 
amination and  the  complications  and  difficulties  connected  with  our 
examinations  in  consequence,  make  it  seem  to  us  that  certain 
modifications  of  our  school  organization  and  school  law  would  be 
desirable  and  profitable.  One  is  the  fixing  of  approved  courses  of 
study  for  the  High  Schools  of  the  different  grades,  and  the  other 
is  the  limiting  of  the  privilege  of  graduating  in  a  year  to  those 
students  who  have  had  a  full  approved  four  year  course,  and  of 
graduating  in  two  years  to  those  students  who  have  completed  a 
full  approved  three  year  course  in  the  High  School. 


FIFTH  DISTRICT— MANSFIELD. 


Andrew  Thomas  Smith,  Principal. 


I  have  the  honor  to  report,  at  the  close  of  the  forty-sixth  year 
of  the  Mansfield  Normal  School's  existence  as  such,  a  very  prosper- 
ous and  successful  year. 

Judged  from  the  standpoint  of  material  equipment,  we  have  made 
many  valuable  additions  since  the  last  report.  Notable  among  these, 
we  should  mention  the  seating  of  our  large  assembly  room  with 
permanent  opera  chairs;  the  renovating  of  both  dormitory  buildings; 
the  improvement  of  sidewalks  and  lawns;  and,  now  in  process  of 
completion,  the  replacing  of  a  dilapidated  wing  of  North  Hall  by 
a  structure  in  harmony  with  the  other  portions  of  the  building. 

On  the  educational  side,  we  are  gratified  to  report  a  fine  spirited 
school,  dominated  by  hard  work  and  a  desire  for  the  best  things.  As 
the  visible  evidence  of  this,  we  presented  to  the  State  Board  of 
Examiners  61  seniors,  63  middlers  and  118  juniors,  besides  5  post 
graduates  for  advanced  work,  2  of  whom  completed  the  work  en- 
titling them  to  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Pedagogy.  We  may  also 
report  3  persons  fully  equipped  to  supervise  the  work  in  Music  in 
Public  Schools,  and  4  in  Drawing. 
18 
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This  from  a  school  of  574  Normal  pupils  and  207  Model  School 
children,  and  without  any  very  great  increase  in  the  Spring  Term 
alone  seems  to  indicate  that  care  is  taken  with  the  advancement  of 
our  applicants  and  that  they  are  not  "rushed."  This  point  gains 
emphasis  from  the  fact  that  again  we  can  report  the  average  age 
at  graduation  as  just  a  fraction  over  21  years,  and  the  average 
attendance  of  the  graduating  class  as  little  over  3  years.  Among 
the  61  persons  graduating,  there  were  those  who  had  taught  an 
aggregate  of  46  years  in  the  public  schools  of  the  State,  and  34  had 
received  a  High  School  training. 


SIXTH  DISTRICT— BLOOMSBURG. 


Dr.  D.  J.  Waller,  Jr.,  Principal. 

(Dr.  Waller  being  absent  in  Europe,  the  report  from  this  school 
was  written  by  W.  B.  Sutliff,  Acting  Principal.) 


Owing  to  the  absence  of  Dr.  Waller,  who  is  detained  in  England 
by  illness,  the  Annual  Report  of  this  institution  does  not  aj^pear 
under  his  hand.  It  is  confidently  expected  that  he  will  be  able  to 
resume  his  duties  here  early  in  October. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  gratifying  growth,  both  in  attend- 
ance and  in  the  more  vital  elements  of  high  standards  of  scholar- 
ship within  the  student  body. 

The  new  Science  Hall,  with  its  spacious  and  thoroughly  equipped 
laboratories,  well  lighted  room  for  the  Art  Department,  lecture 
rooms  supplied  with  stereopticons,  and  the  tastefully  furnished 
homes  of  the  literary  societies,  has  now  been  tested  thoroughly  by 
a  year's  use.  So  wisely  planned  and  admirably  fitted  to  its  purposes 
is  this  building,  that  it  has  become,  not  only  the  pride  of  the  school, 
but  an  indespensable  center  of  its  activities. 

During  the  past  summer  the  Trustees  have  provided  for  one  of  the 
growing  needs  of  the  school  by  erecting  an  addition  to  the  kitchen. 
This  addition  nearly  doubles  the  size  of  the  kitchen  and  gives 
adequate  pantry,  dish-room,  and  store-house  facilities.  A  new  oven. 
also,  has  been  installed. 

By  the  generosity  of  the  class  of  1908,  the  school  grove  lias  been 
greatly  beautified  by  the  construction  of  rustic  bridges,  rockeries. 
a  fountain,  and  retaining  walls  along  the  banks  of  the  brook.  The 
pool  surrounding  the  fountain  is  now  in  use  by  the  Biological  De- 
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partment  and  is  proving  a  valuable  addition  to  the  facilities  provided 
for  the  work  of  that  department. 

The  prospects  for  the  present  school  year  are  rery  bright.  The 
total  enrollment  is  fifty-one  above  that  of  the  corresponding  date 
last  year.  The  greatly  increased  proportion  of  boys  in  the  present 
enrollment  is  very  gratifying  and  promises  well  for  the  success  of 
the  Township  High  Schools  now  being  established. 


SEVENTH  DISTRICT— SHIPPENSBURG. 


S.  A.  Martin,  Principal. 


I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  completion  of  the  thirty^sixth 
year  of  the  Normal  School  of  the  Seventh  District. 

In  God's  good  providence  we  have  enjoyed  a  season  of  good  health 
and  prosperity.  No  evil  has  befallen  us  nor  any  plague  came  near 
our  dwelling. 

The  work  of  our  Faculty  and  students  has  been  highly  satisfactory. 
The  number  of  students  in  attendance  has  been  just  about  the  same 
as  that  of  last  year —  a  few  more  boarding  in  the  school  and  a  few 
less  from  the  neighborhood.  The  whole  number  enrolled  was  426. 
Our  graduating  class  numbered  ninety-eight,  and  fifty-seven  sec- 
ond diplomas  were  given  to  graduates  of  two  years  experience  in 
teaching. 

Two  diplomas  conferring  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Pedagogy  and 
two  State  Certificates  were  granted. 

The  Commencement  address  was  delivered  by  President  James  D. 
Maffatt,  D.  D.  of  Washington  &  Jefferson  College.  His  subject 
was  Common  Sense  in  Education,  and  the  address  was  strong, 
interesting  and  practical. 

The  attendance  of  Alumni  at  the  Commencement  exercises  was 
exceedingly  large,  and  the  addresses  of  the  Alumni  in  their  meeting 
more  than  commonly  well  prepared  and  interesting.  The  Alumni 
gave  a  play  for  the  benefit  of  the  Students  Aid  Fund  which  they 
have  recently  founded.  The  play  was  well  rendered  and  the  proceeds 
amounted  to  over  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  clear  of  all  ex- 
penses. This  fund  is  for  the  help  of  students  who  have  attended 
this  school  at  least  one  year  and  need  aid  to  complete  their  course. 
It  is  a  loan  fund  and  not  for  gifts. 


248  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

The  equipment  of  the  school  has  been  much  improved.  The  new 
laundry  and  stable  and  infirmary  were  completed  in  time  to  be  used 
during  most  of  the  year.  About  eight  thousand  dollars  were  ex- 
pended in  new  furniture  and  improvements  of  the  buildings.  The 
Principal's  residence  was  completed  at  a  cost  of  about  eight 
thousand  dollars.  Some  much  needed  improvements  are  now  being 
made  to  our  buildings  and  will  be  completed  before  the  opening  of 
the  year.  We  have  our  buildings  and  equipment  now  in  satisfactory 
condition  and  can  do  little  more  to  increase  their  efficiency  but  we 
are  in  sore  need  of  a  new  building  for  our  Model  School.  The 
management  has  for  many  years  been  economical  and  we  feel  some- 
what agrieved  that  instead  of  being  commended  for  our  thrift  we 
were  given  the  smallest  appropriation  by  our  last  legislature  on 
the  ground  that  we  were  prosperous  and  well  to  do.  Our  need  of 
a  Model  School  building  is  pressing  and  we  hope  the  representatives 
of  the  state  may  regard  it  seriously. 

Our  faculty  remains  very  much  the  same  as  it  was  last  year.  We 
regret  the  loss  of  Prof.  Wm.  Rife  but  we  are  glad  to  welcome  to  our 
fellowship  again  Dr.  C.  H.  Gordinier  who  was  with  use  formerly 
but  has  been  away  for  two  years. 

Miss  Davie  who  has  been  for  four  years  Superintendent  of  our 
Model  School  has  been  iuduced  to  leave  us  by  a  very  tempting  offer 
of  position  in  Girard  College,  Philadelphia.  We  are  extremely  sorry 
to  lose  her.    Miss  Mary  Harris  of  Bloomsburg  will  take  her  place. 

The  spirit  of  the  school  seems  loyal  and  the  ideals  of  the  students 
unusually  high. 


EIGHTH  DISTRICT— LOCK  HAVEN. 


J.  R.  Flickinger,  Principal. 


The  school  year  of  1907-08  closed  June  24th.  The  graduating  class 
in  the  Normal  department  numbered  75,  an  increase  of  14  over  the 
previous  school  year.  The  average  total  gain  in  attendance  in  all 
of  the  departments  was  about  40. 

The  condition  of  the  Central  State  Normal  School  from  every 
point  of  view,  is  better  than  ever  before.  The  discipline  and  in- 
tellectual and  moral  status  of  the  school  are  exceedingly  gratifying. 
The  patronage  of  the  school,  as  heretofore,  covers  every  section  of 
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Pennsylvania  as  well  as  ninny  foreign  stales.  The  faculty  main- 
tained iln'  excellent  standing  of  former  years.  The  financial  con- 
dition of  the  school,  in  consequence  of  the  generous  help  given  by 
the  Legislature  in  l!)()T,  is  much  more  healthful  and  satisfactory. 
While  ii  will  be  necessary  for  the  school  to  have  an  additional 
appropriation  in  the  very  near  future,  present  conditions  are  so  much 
better  than  during  former  years  that  the  management  feeds  com- 
paratively comfortable.  The  great  need  of  the  school  now  is  a 
Science  building.  The  present  situation  is  becoming  intolerable 
with  the  laboratories  scattered  in  several  buildings  and  housed  in 
small  rooms.  The  science  work  of  the  school  is  carried  on  under 
great  difficulties. 

The  school  has  been  adding  to  its  library  equipment  regularly 
during  the  year  until  now  it  has  a  very  attractive  and  well  equipped 
library  and  reading  room.  It  is  in  charge  of  a  competent  librarian. 
Its  location  in  the  dormitory  makes  it  easily  accessible  and  it  is 
gratifying  to  know  that  it  is  well  patronized. 

The  expansion  and  development  of  the  school  has  been  progressive 
and  steadfast. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  entering  students  come  better 
prepared,  in  recent  years,  which  we  believe  is  due  to  the  organiza- 
tion and  maintenance  of  a  better  class  of  high  schools.  When  our 
Commonwealth  is  provided,  as  it  should  be  with  high  schools 
accessible  to  country  boys  and  girls  as  well  as  to  those  of  the  town, 
the  Normal  Schools  will  then  be  in  a  position  to  do  better  pro- 
fessional work  because  of  being  relieved  of  the  necessity  of  laying 
so  much  stress  on  academic  work. 

The  introduction  of  a  brief  course  in  elementary  agriculture  is 
under  consideration  for  the  coming  school  year,  and  we  believe  that 
such  a  course  will  be  provided.  The  time  is  now  at  hand  when  such 
a  course  is  absolutely  demanded  for  our  teachers  in  the  public 
schools.  The  effect  will  be  far  reaching  and  valuable  because  it  will 
provide  through  the  educational  agencies  of  the  state  immediate 
help  for  the  agricultural  classes.  A  system  of  education  that  does 
not  react  in  a  helpful  manner  upon  the  rural  classes  is  not  measur- 
ing up  to  the  requirements  of  the  times,  nor  doing  its  full  duty  to 
all  the  varied  interests  that  demand  its  attention.  Instruction  in 
agriculture  in  the  public  schools  will  do  more  to  keep  the  boys  on  the 
farm  and,  hence  relieve  the  uncomfortable  congestion  in  cities,  than 
any  other  agency.  The  citizen  of  to-day  is  a  trustee  for  nature's 
assets  for  the  citizen  of  the  future,  and  it  is  his  business  to  so  pre- 
serve and  multiply  them  that  the  future  citizens  may  not  look 
back  to  him  and  characterize  him  as  an  ''unworthy  steward."    Prac- 
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tieal  education,  meeting  the  requirements  of  the  average  citizen, 
is,  above  all  things,  the  imperative  need  of  this  generation.  We 
should  therefore  so  equip  our  teachers  that  they  can  make  the 
school  such  an  educational  centre. 

We  desire  to  thank  our  board  of  trustees,  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction,  and  public  press  of  the  state,  for  their  generous 
support  and  co-operation. 


NINTH  DISTRICT— INDIANA. 


James  E.  Ament,  Principal. 


The  year  at  the  Indiana  Normal,  which  closed  with  the  Commence- 
ment, July  1st,  1908,  is  considered,  by  those  intimate  with  the  insti- 
tution, as  one  of  the  successful  and  very  satisfactory  years  in  the 
history  of  the  school. 

Though  much  needed,  no  buildings  have  been  erected,  but  the 
Trustees  have  spent  large  sums  in  re-modelling  and  re-furnishing  the 
Women's  Dormitory. 

The  growth  of  the  school  has  been  steady  and  strong.  The  year 
closed  with  an  enrollment  in  the  institution  of  1,103  different  persons, 
of  whom  238  were  below  the  Normal  grade. 

The  instruction  given  in  the  school  was  good, and  the  entire  faculty 
was  re-employed,  with  the  exception  of  Miss  Harriet  Peale,  Miss 
Charlotte  Barton  and  Mr.  John  M.  Pierce,  all  of  whom,  to  the  regret 
of  the  authorities  of  the  school,  resigned  to  take  up  other  lines  of 
work. 

One  thing  noticeable  in  the  new  students  coming  to  this  institu- 
tion, which  is  very  gratifying  to  the  Principal,  is  the  fact  of  the  very 
strong  increase  in  the  number  of  high  school  graduates  entering 
upon  our  course.  Most  of  these  arrange  to  do  the  Normal  work  in 
two  years. 

I  think  the  professional  spirit  in  this  school  is  growing  stronger. 
Principals  and  superintendents  who  visit  us  seem  to  be  delighted 
with  the  work  in  our  Training  School,  and  the  demand  for  our 
graduates  is  really  and  trully  greater  than  we  can  supply.  Most 
of  the  members  of  our  last  senior  class,  numbering  some  eighty 
persons,  were  able  to  accept  good  positions  even  before  receiving 
their  diplomas. 
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TENTH  DISTRICT— CALIFORNIA. 


Tbeo.  B.  Noss,  Principal. 


The  past  year  has  shown  satisfactory  growth  and  development 
in  the  work  of  this  school.  Some  of  the  ablest  and  most  useful 
members  of  our  faculty  have  been  called  to  other  fields  of  educational 
activity.  We  regretted  most  keenly  to  lose  their  services.  At  the 
close  of  the  fall  term.  Professor  Walter  S.  Hertzog  resigned  to 
accept  a  position  as  State  Inspector  of  High  Schools.  At  the  end 
of  the  year,  Dr.  J.  C.  Hockenberry  resigned  to  accept  a  professor- 
ship, at  a  higher  salary,  in  the  State  Normal  School  at  Westfield, 
Mass.  Some  other  valuable  teachers  were  also  called  to  fields  of 
labor  elsewhere.  At  about  the  middle  of  the  summer  vacation,  the 
younger  members  of  the  faculty,  Miss  Luvanne  Longley,  teacher  of 
physical  training  for  women,  died  at  her  home  in  Cambridge,  Mass. 

The  attendance  of  students  during  the  past  year  was  larger  than 
in  any  former  year.  The  amount  of  State  aid  received  for  the 
tuition  of  students  during  the  spring  term,  was  greater  by  more  than 
$1,200.00  than  in  any  former  term.  The  material  equipment  of  the 
.school  has  recently  been  much  improved.  The  greatest  improvement 
ever  made  at  the  school  in  a  single  year  was  the  building  of  Dixon 
Hall.  This  was  first  occupied  last  year.  It  provides  one  of  the  best 
dining  halls  at  any  school  in  the  state,  besides  dormitory  rooms  for 
100  women.  This  notable  addition  to  our  buildings  has  been  followed 
up  this  summer  by  various  improvements  in  other  buildings.  Bath 
and  toilet  rooms  have  been  provided  on  all  three  floors  of  the  men's 
dormitory.  Science  Hall,  which  is  mainly  used  by  the  Model  School, 
has  been  re-painted,  re-frescoed,  and  put  in  good  repair  throughout, 
at  an  expense  of  more  than  $1,000.00.  A  new  school  room,  the 
largest  on  the  premises,  has  been  fitted  up  in  the  basement  story 
of  Dixon  Hall.  Various  betterments  have  been  made  which  will 
add  to  the  equipment  and  efficiency  of  the  School. 

At  the  opening  of  our  new  school  year,  September  7,  1908,  the 
school  was  organized  for  the  first  time  on  a  strictly  professional 
basis.  The  entire  work  of  the  school  is  now  done  in  two  depart- 
ments, the  Normal  Department  and  the  Practice  Department.  In 
the  former,  there  are  three,  and  only  three,  distinct  classes;  Junior, 
Middler,  and  Senior,  pursuing  the  studies  of  the  three-year  course 
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of  study  prescribed  by  state  authorities.  In  the  Practice  Depart- 
ment, or  Model  School,  there  are  the  eight  elementary  grades,  and 
the  High  School.  Capable  student  teachers  assist  in  the  work  of  the 
school  as  they  do  in  all  other  grades  of  the  Practice  Department. 
This  practice  teaching  in  a  secondary  school  will  aid  them  greatly 
in  their  preparation  to  do  High  School  work  afterwards.  The  pupils 
in  the  High  School  are  likewise  benefited  by  having  the  help  of 
these  more  skillful  practice  teachers,  in  addition  to  the  instruction 
given  by  the  regular  teachers.  The  High  School  is  designed  chiefly 
for  local  pupils  of  High  School  grade.  It  numbers,  at  the  present, 
about  thirty-  five  pupils.  With  two  or  three  justifiable  exceptions, 
the  pupils  of  the  high  school  are  not  received  as  boarding  students. 
The  number  of  pupils  in  the  eight  elementary  grades  is  about  four 
hundred. 

In  the  Normal  Department,  there  are  now  enrolled  at  the  end  of 
the  first  week,  (September  12,  1908),  three  hundred  and  ten  students, 
about  equally  divided  among  the  three  classes.  Each  class  is,  of 
course,  sub-divided  into  sections  of  suitable  size.  The  attendance 
in  the  Normal  Department  has  not  fallen  off,  as  some  feared  it  would 
do,  on  account  of  the  expulsion  of  non-professional  and  preparatory 
students,  but  is  a  little  larger,  including  high  school  pupils  for  the 
sake  of  comparison,  than  it  was  one  year  ago.  It  was  then  larger 
than  it  had  ever  been  before,  at  the  opening  of  a  school  year.  But 
the  fact  that  is  especially  significant  and  gratifying  is,  that  every 
one  of  these  three  hundred  students  is  preparing  to  teach,  if  we  ex- 
cept less  than  a  dozen  students  who  have  been  admitted  for  com- 
mercial or  musical  studies  only,  The  instruction  given  by  the  school 
is  exceptionally  strong  in  these  two  lines,  but  it  is  almost  wholly 
confined  to  those  who  are  preparing  to  teach. 

We  have  now  a  homogeneous  body  of  students,  all  preparing  for 
the  same  vocation,  and  practically  all  admitted  to  the  class  they 
are  in  by  the  entrance  door  of  an  examination,  or  by  satisfactory 
credentials.  Every  member  of  the  school  has  been  distinctly  bene- 
fited by  the  change.  The  progress  of  students  is  more  rapid;  friction 
has  been  reduced  for  teachers;  the  organization  of  the  school  has 
been  simplified,  and  its  aims  and  methods  have  been  unified  and 
intensified.  We  shall  not  ask  the  state  to  pay  the  tuition  of  many 
students  who  are  not  within  three  years  of  graduation,  but  will 
advise  such  applicants  to  prepare  in  High  Schools.  We  shall  co- 
operate with  High  Schools  instead  of  antagonizing  them.  Our  school 
will  be  simply  a  professional  school  for  the  training  of  teachers, 
instead  of  what  it  has  been,  an  institution  for  teaching  almost  any 
body  almost  anything. 
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The  inauguration  of  tliis  new  policy  has  been  attended  by  some 
dangers  and  difficulties  arising  from  the  fact  that  no  such  step  has 
ever  been  taken  before  in  the  stale,  and  no  .support,  except  moral 
support  has,  as  yet,  been  received  from  similar  action,  taken  by 
other  Normal  Schools  in  the  state.  The  principal  of  the  Millersville 
Normal  School  writes,  "To  be  effective,  this  movement  should  be 
general  and  regulated  by  law  or  by  the  school  department.  Cannot 
all  the  Normal  Schools  of  Pennsylvania  follow  California  in  this  on- 
ward movement?"  The  superintendent  of  Allegheny  County  writes: 
"I  congratulate  you  on  the  forward  step  taken  by  your  school  in 
making  its  work  entirely  professional.  I  hope  that  all  of  our  State 
Normal  Schools  will  soon  take  the  same  step."  We  appreciate 
most  highly,  the  indorsement  given  by  these  and  many  other 
prominent  educators  of  the  state,  to  the  step  that  has  been  taken, 
but  progress  along  this  line  will  be  vastly  easier  if  united  action  is 
taken  by  all  the  Normal  Schools. 

Certainly  the  time  has  come  when  our  state  Normal  Schools  should 
become  in  fact,  what  they  are  in  name;  (1)  Normal  Schools,  having 
but  one  function  and  that  a  supremely  important  one,  the  training 
of  teachers,  and  (2)  State  Schools,  owned  and  controlled  by  the  State. 
The  day  for  teaching  anything  and  everything  in  a  Normal  School 
is  past.  We  now  hare  State-aided  High  Schools  to  do  preparatory 
work,  and  they  will  be  strengthened  by  having  this  work  to  do. 
The  expense,  both  to  parents  and  to  the  State,  is  much  less  for 
preparatory  work  done  in  High  Schools  than  for  such  work 
in  the  Normal  School.  Why  should  the  State  organize 
a  system  of  High  Schools  and  a  system  of  Normal  Schools, 
granting  appropriations  to  each,  and  then  create  friction 
between  the  two  systems  by  giving  them,  in  part,  the  same  work 
to  do?  Those  country  boys  and  girls  who  do  not  have  access,  as 
yet,  to  High  Schools,  but  who  have  thoroughly  completed  the  com- 
mon school  course,  and  who  are  sufficiently  mature  in  age  17,  are 
able  to  enter  the  Junior  class  of  the  Normal  School.  So  are  all 
persons  who  hold  a  teacher's  certificate;  while  all  who  have  com- 
pleted a  high  school  course  should  enter  either  the  Junior  or  Middler 
class  in  the  Normal  School,  according  to  the  grade  of  their  High 
School. 

In  common  with  large  numbers  of  others,  I  cherish  the  hope  that 
within  the  next  twelve  months  the  Educational  Commission  and 
the  Legislature  will  impart  to  our  entire  public  school  system,  new 
life  and  vigor.  The  best  public  school  system  in  the  world  requires 
changes  from  time  to  time  to  maintain  its  efficiency.  Age  without 
change  is  itself  a  disease  in  a  school  system.    "The  manna  misused 
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bred  worms  and  stank."  There  are  features  of  our  public  school 
system  that  are  in  urgent  need  of  adaptation  to  new  conditions. 
There  should  be  (1)  A  fuller  recognition  of  the  fact  that  public 
school  education  is  mainly  a  function  of  the  State,  rather  than  of 
local  districts.  It  is  for  the  State  and  should  be  chiefly  by  the  State. 
The  local  district  is  merely  the  administrative  agent  through  which 
the  State  carries  on  her  public  school  system.  The  State  must  not 
be  thwarted  in  her  educational  purposes,  nor  have  her  appropria- 
tions wasted  and  the  efficiency  of  her  school  system  seriously  im- 
paired by  the  ignorance  or  indifference  or  parsimony  of  any  local 
board.  It  is  a  grievous  wrong  upon  the  part  of  the  State  to  make 
the  children  of  any  school  district  the  helpless  victims  of  either  the 
ignorance,  indifference,  or  penuriousness  of  local  boards.  The  State 
is  grossly  unjust  to  some  of  its  people  when  she  shifts  the  entire 
reponsibility  for  educational  neglect  upon  local  boards.  She  does 
not  act  in  harmony  with  that  theory  when  she  calls  her  sons  from  all 
districts  alike  to  the  armed  defense  of  the  State.  The  public  schools 
exist  for  the  State  as  much  as  does  the  National  Guard.  (2)  The 
State  should  make  some  approach  to  equality  in  the  rights  of  all  of 
its  children  to  educational  privileges,  regardless  of  place  of 
residence.  The  operation  of  present  laws  gives  a  large  proportion 
of  the  children  in  the  rural  districts  of  the  State  about  eight  terms 
of  seven  months  each  of  school,  and  to  many  other  children  in 
urban  districts,  twelve  terms  of  ten  months  each,  of  much  better 
school.  (3)  Some  approach  to  equality  of  cost  of  public  education 
should  also  be  made.  Public  education  is  not  a  luxury  that  may  be 
dispensed  with,  but  a  necessity  for  the  State,  and  as  such,  should 
not  cost  some  citizens  a  higher  tax-rate  than  other  citizens  pay, 
especially  if  this  higher  tax-rate  does  not  provide  better  schools. 
It  is  unjust  and  unreasonable  to  make  one  citizen  pay  a  school 
tax-rate  five  times  as  great  or  ten  times  as  great  as  that  paid  by 
other  citizens  of  the  State,  for  precisely  the  same  thing,  public 
education.  The  benefits  derived  are  equal  and  the  burdens  imposed 
should  be  equal,  or  as  nearly  so  as  possible,  to  those  who  own  the 
same  amount  of  property,  quite  regardless  of  place  of  residence. 


ELEVENTH  DISTRICT— SLIPPERY  ROCK. 


Albert  E.  Maltby,  Principal. 


The  school  year  ending  June,  1908,  was  a  very  satisfactory  one  in 
all  its  essential  features.     The  number  of  students  in  attendance 
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was  the  Largest  in  the  history  of  the  Slippery  Bock  State  Normal 
School.  One  hundred  forty-two  seniors  received  normal  certificates, 
one  hundred  sixty-three  middlers  passed  the  middle  year  examina- 
tion, and  one  hundred  twenty-five  juniors  passed  the  junior  exami- 
nation. All  the  students  recommended  by  the  faculty  were  passed 
by  the  State  Board. 

With  the  completion  of  our  gymnasium  and  music  ball,  we  have 
now  a  group  of  seven  large  buildings.  The  growth  of  the  school 
renders  other  buildings  necessary.  There  should  be  additiomrl 
rooms  for  the  accommodation  of  lady  students;  and  a  new  and  en- 
larged dining  hall  should  be  provided. 

At  the  close  of  the  school  year,  Prof.  W.  C.  Purdy  resigned  bis  po- 
sition in  the  department  of  the  natural  sciences  to  accept  a  position 
in  Geneva  College.  His  work  was  of  high  order,  and  maintained 
the  standard  of  scholarship  for  which  that  department  has  been 
noted.  Prof.  Philip  E.  Hamilton,  principal  of  the  high  school,  has 
resigned  to  enter  upon  the  study  of  law.  Prof.  John  B.  Price,  who 
has  been  in  charge  of  the  athletics  during  the  past  two  years,  has 
accepted  a  position  in  Ursinus  College.  The  best  wishes  of  the  fac- 
ulty and  students  go  with  these  teachers  to  their  new  fields  of  la- 
bor. 

It  is  our  belief  that  the  intellectual  and  professional  standard  in 
our  normal  schools  is  improving  from  year  to  year.  No  greater 
means  to  this  end  can  be  provided  than  will  be  found  in  a  success- 
ful practice  school. 

The  most  important  function  of  a  normal  school  is  to  discover,  to 
inspire  and  to  train  the  teacher,  and  thus  fit  him  for  his  place  in  the 
public  schools.     In  our  efforts  to  improve  the  model  school  it  has 
been  organized  into  three  departments— a  kindergarten;  a  primary 
and  grammar  school  of  eight  grades;  and  a  high  school  having  a 
complete  three  years'  course.     If  the  true  test  of  all  education  is 
the  amount  of  productive  activity  it  develops,  the  increased  advan- 
tages offered  to  seniors  and  upper  class  students  cannot  fail  to 
prepare  these  individual®  for  successful  work  as  teachers  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  the  State.     No  single  item  of  aid  to  the  student  teach- 
er is  more  valuable  than  skillful  criticism.     In  all  of  these  important 
matters,  the  superintendent  of  the  practice  school  and  the  teachers 
in  the  normal  department  labor  earnestly  to  make  the  work  of  the 
normal  graduate  an  assured  success.     Wherever  a  school  fails  in 
power  and  influence  it  is  because  of  some  failure  of  its  teachers; 
wherever  a  school  advances  in  influence  and  in  educational  power  it 
is  by  means  of  better  teachers;  there  can  be  no  other  way.      All 
work  of  a  progressive  normal  school  must  aim  at  the  development 
of  teachers  better  fitted  to  perform  the  duties  which  the  State  de- 
mands. 
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In  the  spring  of  1889  the  original  buildings  of  the  Slippery  Rock 
State  Normal  School  were  completed,  and  on  the  first  day  of  Feb- 
ruary a  committee  appointed  by  the  State  inspected  them.  By  a 
unanimous  vote  the  recognition  of  the  school  was  recommended. 
Among  the  honored  visitors  at  that  time  were  State  Superintendent 
E.  E.  Higbee,  and  Governor  James  A.  Beaver,  now  a  judge  of  the 
Superior  Court  of  Pennsylvania.  In  1889,  at  the  time  of  acceptance 
of  the  buildings,  a  fair  estimate  of  valuation  would  not  have  ex- 
ceeded $35,000.  At  the  time  of  General  Beaver's  recent  visit  (Au- 
gust 10,  1908),  the  estimated  valuation  of  the  buildings  and  grounds 
was  placed  at  $350,000.  This  shows  a  ten-fold  increase  in  the  value 
of  the  plant  in  less  than  twenty  years. 

At  a  dinner  given  to  the  distinguished  visitor,  he  expressed  him- 
self as  highly  gratified  by  the  substantial  progress  made  by  the 
school. 


TWELFTH  DISTRICT— EDINBORO. 


John  F.  Bigler,  Principal. 


I  take  pleasure  in  submitting  to  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction the  48th  Annual  Report  of  the  Edinboro  State  Normal 
School. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  marked  success.  The  enrollment 
was  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  school.  The  number  in  all 
departments  was  771  for  the  year.  Our  senior  class  in  the  regular 
Normal  Course  numbered  108,  in  the  special  departments,  46,  ma- 
king in  all  departments,  154  seniors. 

Improvement  in  a  material  way  has  been  quite  the  order  during 
the  past  year.  The  erection  of  a  most  substantial  and  commodious 
dormitory  for  young  men  was  commenced  in  September,  1907.  It 
was  enclosed  before  the  holidays  and  stood  during  the  winter.  As 
early  in  the  spring  as  was  practicable,  work  was  resumed  and  the 
building  is  being  pushed  to  completion  as  rapidly  as  is  consistent 
with  good  workmanship.  We  hope  to  have  the  dormitory  complete 
ready  for  occupancy  during  the  fall  of  1908.  The  building  is  of 
pressed  brick  and  Berea  stone,  three  stories  in  height.  It  will  ac- 
commodate nearly  100  young  men  and  the  teachers  who  will  have 
charge  of  it.  This  will  be  a  valuable  addition  to  our  plant  when 
completed.  A  very  handsome  gift  in  the  way  of  a  brick  and  stone 
gateway  at  the  entrance  of  Maple  Avenue  on  our  campus  was  pre- 
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sented  to  the  school  by  the  senior  class  of  L908.  This  is  useful  as 
Well  as  ornamental  and  adds  very  much  to  the  appearance  of  our 
already  beautiful  campus. 

During  the  past  year  the  interior  of  our  library  was  re-decorated 
and  re-furnished  with  electric  chandeliers.  En  addition  to  tins  sev- 
eraJ  fine  cabinets  and  book  racks  were  added  ...  the  already  well 
furnished  room,  for  the  accommodation  of  between  400  and  500  ue* 
books.  We  are  justly  proud  of  our  up-to-date  and  well  cataloged, 
chaice  uorary.  U  is  in  constant  use  and  is  invaluable  to  the  stu- 
dents in  their  research  work.  Our  aim  is  to  add  about  700  volumes 
a  year.  In  this  year  we  are  able  to  make  it  one  of  the  most  efficient 
means  of  education  in  our  school. 

We  find  the  needs  of  a  growing-  school  are  very  much  like  the 
needs  of  a  growing  family.  Our  attendance  has  increased  to  such 
an  extent  that  new  .citation  rooms  are  absolutely  necessary.  We 
are  obliged  to  build  a  new  Science  Hall  the  coming  year,  and  we 
shall  ask  the  State  Legislature  to  appropriate  a  sufficient  amount 
of  money  to  build  us  this  much  needed  building. 

Prof   J    M    Morrison,  of  the  Chair  of  Mathematics,  resigned  at 
the  close  of  the  year  to  accept  the  Principalship  of  the  N.  Girard 
schools        Prof.   Morrison  has    been   connected   with   this   >ormal 
school  as  teacher  for  about  10  years.     During  all  this  time  he  has 
been  a  teacher  of  ability  and  has  shown  himself  loyal  to  the  best  in- 
terests of  this  school.     We  know  that  he  will  be  a  success  as  prin- 
cipal of  the  N.  Girard  schools.     His  place  has  been  filled  by  Prot. 
O   M   Thompson  who  has  been  at  the  head  of  the  Training  Depart- 
ment for  the  past  two  years.     Prof.  G.  W.  Zaun.  Principal  of  the 
Cochranton  school,  was  chosen  Superintendent  of  the  Training  De- 
partment for  the  coming  year.     We  are  sure  that  he  will  make  a 
valuable  addition  to  our  faculty.     Prof.  R.  L.  Countryman  resigned 
his  position  here  in  the  Higher  Mathematics  to  accept  a  position  in 
the  Genesee   State  Normal    School,   New  York.     Mr.   Countryman 
proved  himself  a  most  able  instructor  and  friend  of  the  Normal 
School  while  here.     His  place  has  been  filled  by  Prof.  Herman  T 
Backett    a  graduate  of  the  Normal  school  and  of  Washington  and 
Jefferson  College.     Miss  Jane  M.  Keeler,  who  has  filled  the  position 
*i  teacher  of  Oratory  in  this  school  for  the  past  two  years  was 
choseu  teacher  of  Oratory  in  the  Winona  State  Normal  School.  Minn. 
Her  place  has  been  filled  by  Miss  Helen  K.  Perley,  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, a   graduate  of  Mr.  Allison  College  and  of  Emerson  College. 

Boston. 

We  are  inclined  to  congratulate  ourselves  that  we  have  been 
able  to  secure  and  hold  so  many  able  teachers  as  we  have.  They 
have  proved   themselves  teachers  in  the  true   sense  of  the  word. 

17— 6— 190S 
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Ability  and  loyalty  have  characterized  our  faculty  during  the  past 
year  and  we  hope  for  a  continuance  of  this  during  the  coming  year. 
We  are  sure  that  we  have  closed  the  most  successful  year  in  the 
history  of  this  institution.  The  prospect  for  the  coming  year  is 
very  good  indeed.  We  wish  to  thank  all  who  have  contributed  in 
any  way  to  the  success  of  the  work  for  the  past  year. 


THIRTEENTH  DISTRICT— CLARION. 


J.  George  Becht,  Principal. 


The  year  just  closed  has  been  one  of  the  most  successful  in  the 
school's  history.  The  attendance  was  larger  than  ever  before  and 
was  more  evenly  divided  among  the  terms  than  in  previous  years. 
For  a  number  of  years  the  Fall  term's  attendance  was  exceedingly 
small  and  the  Spring  term's  attendance  unusually  large.  Such  at- 
tendance indicated  small  regular  classes.  One  of  the  most  hopeful 
signs  in  the  growth  of  the  school  is  the  steady  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  those  taking  a  full  regular  course. 

Owing  to  the  increase  in  the  number  of  students  early  in  the  year 
it  became  necessary  to  provide  more  dormitory  accommodations. 
The  Board  of  Trustees  had  plans  and  specifications  drawn  for  the 
utilization  of  the  upper  floor  in  Seminary  Hall.  This  part  of  the 
building  was  at  one  time  the  main  auditorium  of  the  school  but  lent 
itself  readily  to  being  divided  into  rooms  which  were  fitted  up  with 
all  modern  conveniences.  The  rooms  are  large,  well  lighted  and 
make  a  pleasant  and  comfortable  addition  to  the  dormitory  capa- 
city of  our  school. 

During  the  year  many  of  the  class  rooms  had  to  be  enlarged,  ow- 
ing to  the  increased  attendance.  For  the  Department  of  Mathemat- 
ics and  for  the  Department  of  English  the  class  rooms  were  re- 
seated and  furnished  with  the  conveniences  necessary  to  carry  on 
their  work.  Two  large  rooms  were  fitted  up  in  the  basement  of 
Science  Hall  which  will  be  used  lor  Manual  Training. 

In  addition  to  making  these  repairs,  action  was  taken  looking  to- 
ward the  erection  of  a  new  dormitory  which  is  an  absolute  necessity. 
The  Board  of  Trustees  appointed  a  building  committee  which  pre- 
pared plans  and  specifications  and  at  the  time  of  closing  this  re- 
port are  about  to  conclude  a  contract.  The  new  building  will  be 
located  on  the  site  of  the  old  boys'  dormitory  and  will  have  accommo- 
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dations  for  three  hundred  girls.  With  this  addition  to  our  dormi- 
tory capacity  we  shall  feel  thai  we  have  first  class  accommodations 
for  our  immediate  Deeds. 

During  the  year,  the  Board  of  Trustees  Buffered  a  serious  loss  in 
the  death  of  Mr.  Edwin  M.  Wilson,  who  for  fifteen  years  has  been 
a  trustee  of  the  Institution.  As  a  tribute  to  his  worth,  the  Board 
of  Trustees  and  Faculty  placed  on  the  records  of  the  schohol  the  fol- 
lowing minute: 

When  on  the  22nd  of  September,  Mr,  Edwin  M.  Wilson  passed 
to  the  life  beyond,  the  town  of  Clarion  lost  one  of  its  foremost  citi- 
zens and  the  Clarion  Normal  one  of  its  most  faithful  friends.  As  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  representing  the  State  for  more 
than  fifteen  years,  he  rendered  a  service  that  was  singularly  effec- 
tive. In  this  capacity  he  was  broad  minded  and  progressive  and 
never  permitted  his  actions  on  questions  of  public  policy  to  be  dic- 
tated by  mere  personal  considerations.  His  record  as  a  business 
man  was  without  stain,  his  reputation  for  integrity  was  unques- 
tioned and  his  discriminating  judgment  and  sound  advice  were  fre- 
quently sought  and  were  of  the  greatest  value.  He  was  an  active, 
energetic,  personal  force  in  promoting  every  plan  and  enterprise 
that  tended  toward  the  public  good.  In  the  public  and  semi-public 
positions  he  held  he  regarded  with  keen  interest  the  welfare  of 
those  whom  he  served.  Church  and  school  and  other  philanthropic 
institutions  were  the  recipients  of  his  benefactions.  His  splendid 
personality  made  him  hosts  of  friends.  Unassuming,  frank,  gen- 
erous, open-hearted,  he  met  men  on  the  level  of  a  common  humanity 
and  ministered  to  their  needs  with  his  own  hands.  He  will  be 
missed  in  the  circle  of  his  home  and  friends  but  he  will  ever  live  in 
the  minds  and  hearts  of  those  who  come  within  the  range  of  his  in- 
fluential  life. 

On  the  whole,  the  year's  work  on  the  part  of  the  students  and 
teachers  was  very  satisfactory.  The  interest  in  literary  societies 
and  in  all  social  and  intellectual  activities  of  the  school  was  very 
marked.  A  fine  sprit  pervades  the  school  and  faculty  and  there  is 
every  reason  to  believe  that  the  coming  year  will  witness  decided 
improvements  in  every  direction. 
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1854, 

. .      1 .  525 

5  m. 

2    da. 

11,967 

$12  81 

4S8.692 

38 

$0  41 

..       1,445 

10,469 

5  m. 

12,143 

261,316 

49 

45 

..       1,610 

10,697 

5  m. 

1 

12.357 

365,103 

48 

48 

57 

..      1,677 

10,956 

5  m. 

1 

12,484 

514.247 

- 

49% 

49 

1858, 

..      1,709 

11,281 

5  m. 

8 

12, S2S 

24  25 

17  22 

50% 

46% 

1859, 

..       1,755 

5  m. 

10 

13s  058 

i!  26 

17  7'.. 

575.251 

50% 

48 

1860, 

..      1,766 

11,577 

5  m. 

10% 

13,003 

24  20 

18  11 

366,901 

50% 

51 

1861, 

..      1,788 

11,910% 

5  in. 

12 

14,297 

U 

19  71 

384,752 

50% 

83 

1862, 

..      1,808 

11,990 

5  m. 

10 

14,380 

18  55 

615,087 

388,063 

49 

1863, 

. .      1, 820 

12.161 

5  m. 

9 

14,442 

23   84 

18  56 

634,699 

52 

9 

1864, 

..       1,825 

12,566 

5  m. 

12 

14,668 

25  42 

20  16 

637,785 

399,522 

50% 

58 

; 

1 

12,547 

5  m. 

14 

14.2S5 

24  21 

629,587 

50 

P8 

1866, 

..      1,863 

12,773% 

5  m. 

19% 

37  38 

27  76 

666,316 

438,323 

50 

90 

1867, 

. .      1 .  889 

13.061 

5  m. 

15,209 

35  s7 

27  51 

660,165 

414.527 

50% 

85 

..      1,918 

. 

5  m. 

19% 

15,504 

? 

27  7>; 

666,316 

438,323 

50 

90 

..       1,971 

5  m. 

20% 

38  18 

29  SO 

477.775 

93 

1870, 

13,832 

5  m. 

21 

30  :.". 

695,052 

484,912 

50% 

99 

1871, 

..      2,023 

14,161% 

5  in. 

21% 

16,842 

40  03 

31  12 

l 

495,632 

49% 

9S 

1872, 

..      2.029 

14,415% 

6  m. 

22 

16,784 

31  96 

464.127 

48% 

99 

..      2.050 

14,675% 

6  m. 

■■-- 

17,459 

41  58 

22  44 

694,096 

439,393 

47% 

95 

1874, 

..       2,070 

6  m. 

8% 

17,664 

33  33 

716,728 

468,309 

93 

1875, 

..      2,089 

15,315% 

6.19 

18,101 

31  03 

740,283 

472,283 

48% 

92 

1876, 

..      2,103 

15,610 

6.19 

IS, 311 

38  72 

30  42 

749,311 

495.743 

47% 

91 

1    77. 

..      2,144 

6.38 

18,710% 

36  34 

28  90 

491,038 

S8 

1878, 

..      2,186 

16,087% 

6.17 

18,912% 

34  54 

771.H15 

.",15.  lUS 

48 

82 

..      2,168 

16,279 

6.37 

19,153 

32  59 

.  i    : 

595,918 

47 

89 

1880, 

..      2,192 

6.25 

19,305 

21  36 

25  It 

770,349 

509,246 

47 

74 

..      5.208 

6.28 

19,277 

26  04 

762,472 

504,912 

45 

76 

1882, 

..      2,214 

6.62 

19,715 

34  35 

27  19 

776,559 

519,423 

45 

78 

1883, 

17.40:; 

6.66 

19.875 

36  23 

28  30 

782,407 

532, S74 

45 

81 

1884, 

..      2,240 

17,751 

6.40 

20,290 

37  2S 

29  22 

549,304 

45 

87 

1885, 

..      2,257 

18,029 

6.74 

20,639 

:  7  56 

25  59 

7  791 

559,606 

45 

89 

..      2.265 

6.71 

21.481 

37  10 

29  29 

820,811 

- 

44 

92 

1887, 

_  . 

IS, 721 

6.71 

21,481 

37  10 

24  29 

820,811 

44 

92 

..      2.2:<7 

19,054 

7.17 

21.168 

37  12 

29  60 

44 

94 

1889, 

..      2,316 

19,365 

7.45 

21,393 

37  57 

29  76 

M0. 744 

583,292 

44 

96 

1890, 

. .      2, 325- 

19,758 

7.33 

21,886 

3S  46 

44 

96 

1891, 

. .      2, 337 

20,190 

7.40 

22,231 

39  34 

30  46 

855,200 

592.249 

43 

1  00 

1892, 

\ 

7.41 

22.556 

30  89 

42 

1  'H 

1893, 

..      2,386 

21.134 

7.74 

23,085 

4i  64 

S76.131 

42 

1  15 

1894, 

..      2,411 

21.553 

7.71 

23,253 

41  M 

32  55 

915  499 

645,201 

42 

1  06 

..       -.443 

22.2.",:; 

7.62 

22,993 

41  7^ 

942.:>75 

42 

1  29 

1896, 

..       2.477 

2S     22 

7.71 

_ 

42 

1  25 

1897, 

..       2,481 

23,451 

7.63 

24.174 

41   71 

2.2  86 

711.111 

41 

1  22 

1898, 

..       2,490 

7.69 

24.716 

999,719 

43 

1  26 

1- 19, 

..       2,492 

24,497 

7.7." 

25.358 

1,006,990 

729,892 

41 

1  29 

..      2,509 

24.  MS 

8.09 

26,878 

41  62 

32  66 

1,004.485 

728,493 

43 

1  32 

191  1, 

. .      2. 515 

8.04 

26.453 

42  14 

720,116 

40 

1  34 

\ 

. .       2, 532 

25,981 

8.05 

26.990 

42  98 

33  34 

1,010,620 

39 

1  3S 

..       2,544 

26.583 

8.08 

44   77 

751,000 

39 

1  45 

1904, 

26.966 

7.80 

28,372 

47  12 

i 

764.119 

38 

1  54 

1905, 

..       2,560 

27,395 

8.14 

_ 

?,s  :,-, 

38 

1  67 

1906, 

_  S71 

27,993 

29,193 

51  36 

38  92 

1.061,406 

784,144 

38 

1  72 

- 

..       2,573 

28,383 

8.16 

' 

."2  82 

39  17 

1,0  14.71  6 

7-'-.  7."' 

37 

1  79 

1908, 

28,861 

8.20 

29,703 

45  92 

1,059,060 

36 

1  98 

No.   6.  STATISTICS. 

UNDER    THE    PRESENT   LAW.    INCLUDING    PHILADELPHIA. 
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210.752  00 
211, 7S4  60 
216,087  03 
210,134  <is 
223, 463  67 
239,813  19 
218,521  87 
307, 71S  00 

321,300  no 

318,451  34 

,  1 52  65 

375,332  71 

521,345  13 

13,625  13 

728,207  19 

823,784  B2 

723.082  57 

197,030  76 

747.2  .7  13 

865, S19  70 

684,127  86 

696,478  IS 

700,340  SI 

803,103  is 

S03.344  24 

""2.411  12 

S03.190  71 

1.207,009  52 

1,206,204  94 

1,564.603  SI 

1,560,267    !! 

2,901. 116  80 

4,039, 7F6  22 

4.432,647  24 

4,439,752  79 

4.389,029  "9 

4  391,574  31 

1,637,585  0; 

'  822  98 

4,291,154  93 

1  355,601  04 

4  658,210  43 

l  597,616  83 

4.576,413  32 

4.483.1.7'  "I 

4,525,545  67 

4.532,5  9  75 


$1,16 

1,  inl 

1,603, 

1 .  ISO 
2,009 
2,039 
2,015 

2,  ins 
1,865 
1,980 
2,143 
2.4.38 
3,013 
3,616, 
4.010. 
4,438, 
4.721. 
5,016, 
5.229. 
5,543, 
5, 787, 
5,983, 
6.003. 
5,627. 
5.2S9. 
4.923 
4.81S 
5,031, 
5.452, 
5.676. 
6,313, 
6,519, 
6  672 
6.946 
7.134, 
7.869 
7.923 
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8. IS", 
7.776, 
s.677, 
8,598, 
''.922. 
9.351, 
9,725, 

10, ''78, 
10. 50", 
10  SS7 
12  687, 
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13.  0:.-,. 
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137  92 
893  57 

mi  1 2 
682  67 
542  71 
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011  31 
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613  25 
(15     0 
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7  7  94 

551  ro 
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672  21 
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5.  :n 
5.72 
.7.71 
5.  12 

5.43 
8.55 

4.75 
4.00 
5.00 
5.89 
6.56 
7.25 
7.52, 
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7.76 
7.71 
7.27 
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7 .  55 
6  33 
6.27 
5.96 
5.42 
5. us 
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5.69 
6.06 
6.14 
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6.19 
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1.99 
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3.78 
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5.23 
5.51 
5.S7, 
6.29 
6.65 
6  '  5 
6.77 


3.27, 

2    711 

3.46 

2.17 
3.  25 
5,  10 
3.47 
3.03 

3.27 
2.63 
4.52, 
5.14 
5.51 
6.30 
5.39 
6.58 
5.06 
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7,  02 
5.14 
3.S9 
2.77 
2.30 
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3.21 
4.26 
3.61 
3.61 
2.. 70 
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4.34 
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3.13 
3.34 
3.22 
3.(7 
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3.20 
2.75 
2.  SS 
2.88 
1.P4 
2  58 
",f4 
2.77 
2.88 
Z.«6 

1.7,2 
1.49 
l.fO 

1.0 
1.21 


$1,127,922  HI 
1,371,700  14 
1,534,732  22 
1,554,780  HI 

i. '7:1.27'  i" 
t ,  639, 383 
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1.672,051  94 
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2,006,833  SS 
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1,817,494  11 
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1,703.224  79 

1,687,912  96 

1,850,849  50 

1,965,7'  6  63 
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2.117,667  28 

2,171.481  66 

2.297.364  51 

2.504.S-0  71 

2.6'6.93S  93 

2.829.690  06 

2.3"8  7-0  77 

2,434.968  49 

3  637  038  71 


"12.622 
4  016  808  96 
4  104  615  52 

4  0?5  8'7  '3 
4.  02  261  '3 
!  714.1  2  S2 
f,|  9  126  03 
5,182  928  91 

5  386  212  .7 
0.119.444  34 

6  493  621  21 

6  831  79s   (s 

7  195.515  70 
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492  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

Average  Monthly  Wages  of  Female  Teachers  by  Counties  for  the  School  Year 

Ending  June  1,  1908. 


1.  Allegheny,  $58  C7 

2.  Washington,    •        51  33 

3.  Delaware,    50  55 

4.  Westmoreland,    49  89 

5.  Elk,    49  4G 

6.  Fayette 49  12 

7.  Schuylkill,  48  36 

8.  Beaver,    48  17 

9.  Chester,   48  14 

10.  Lancaster,  47  95 

11.  Bucks,  47  89 

12.  Montgomery,   47  88 

13.  Greene 47  74 

14.  McKean,    47  61 

15.  Luzerne, 47  16 

16.  Franklin,  47  13 

17.  Lehigh,    46  89 

18.  Lackawanna 46  88 

19.  Cambria 46  85 

20.  Venango 46  82 

21.  Butler,    46  72 

22.  Blair, 46  71 

23.  Lawrence 46  67 

24.  Lebanon,    46  43 

25.  Northampton 46  35 

26.  Sullivan,    46  34 

27.  Berks,    46  25 

28.  Northumberland,   46  11 

29.  Crawford,    45  76 

30.  Erie,    45  65 

31.  Carbon,    45  58 

32.  Warren,  45  36 

33.  Clinton 45  34 

34.  Cumberland,    45  28 

35.  Montour,    45  26 

36.  Cameron,   45  25 

37.  Bradford,    45  23 

38.  Dauphin,    45  19 

39.  Forest,   45  05 

40.  Columbia,    45  04 

41.  Indiana,  45  03 

42.  Armstrong,  45  00 

43.  Wyoming 44  87 

44.  Lycoming,    44  82 

45.  Adams 44  59 

46.  Clarion 44  55 

47.  Wayne,  44  47 

48.  Mifflin 44  34 

49.  Mercer,     44  30 

50.  Bedford , 44  27 
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51.  Juniata II    I'.i 

52.  Susquehanna 1 1   Lfl 

53.  Tioga,  11  06 

54.  Jefferson 44  05 

Terry 43  94 

56.  Potter 43  84 

57.  York 43  67 

58.  Pike 43  61 

59.  Union,    43  55 

60.  Somerset 43  30 

61.  Monroe, 43  27 

62.  Clearfield, 43  21 

63.  Centre 42  93 

64.  Snyder 42  90 

65.  Huntingdon 42  31 

66.  Fulton,   42  14 


Average  Monthly   Wages  of  Male  Teachers  by  Counties  for  the  School  Year 

Ending  June  1,  1908. 


1.  Allegheny, $10S  59 

2.  Delaware,    94  41 

3.  Elk,   86  38 

4.  McKean,    79  68 

5.  Lackawanna,   79  15 

6.  Luzerne,    74  05 

7.  -Chester,    72  44 

8.  Westmoreland 68  61 

9.  Montgomery,    67  56 

10.  Cameron,  67  50 

11.  Cambria 65  43 

12.  Schuylkill 65  18 

13.  Warren,   64  86 

14.  Beaver,    64  46 

15.  Washington,  64  46 

16.  Wayne,   63  15 

17.  Erie,    62  84 

18.  Fayette,    62  76 

19.  Susquehanna 62  04 

20.  Blair,    61  77 

21.  Venango,  61  72 

22.  Potter 61  59 

23.  Carbon 61  49 

24.  Northampton,    60  41 

25.  Lehigh,    59  61 

26.  Bucks 59  28 

27.  Tioga,   58  86 

28.  Bradford 58  79 

29.  Crawford 58  79 

30.  Northumberland,    58  35 

31.  Jefferson 58  04 
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32.  Lancaster 

33.  Clinton,    

34.  Wyoming,   

35.  Butler 

36.  Clearfield 

37.  Dauphin 

38.  Forest,    

39.  Mifflin 

40.  Columbia,    

41.  Mercer,  

42.  Armstrong,  

43.  Sullivan,    

44.  Clarion,    

45.  Centre,   

46.  Pike,   

47.  Lawrence 

48.  Cumberland 

49.  Greene,    

50.  Lebanon,   

51.  Franklin 

52.  Lycoming,  

53.  Indiana 

54.  Berks,  

55.  Adams,  

56.  Somerset,    

57.  Union,    

58.  Monroe,    

59.  Perry,    

60.  Bedford 

61.  Huntingdon,    

62.  Montour 

63.  York,   

64.  Juniata,    

65.  Snyder,    

66.  Fulton 
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Average  Length  of  the  Annual  School  Term  by  Counties  for  the  School  Year 

Ending  June  1,  190S. 

1.  Delaware,    9 . 45 

2.  Allegheny,  9 . 44 

3.  Lackawanna,   9.42 

4.  Montgomery 9.31 

5.  Luzerne,    8.86 

6.  Northampton,    8 .  84 

7.  Schuylkill,    8  82 

8.  Bucks, 8 .  74 

9.  Chester,   8 .  72 

10.  Northumberland 8.56 

11.  Erie,    8  51 
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12.  Carbon 8.49 

13.  Lehigh,    8.46 

n.  Berks 8.34 

15.  Dauphin,    8.23 

16.  McKean 8.18 

17.  Blair 8.16 

18.  Beaver 8.13 

19.  Elk,   8.04 

20.  Lawrence 8.03 

21.  Washington 7.99 

22.  Venango,  7.96 

23.  Warren,   7.91 

24.  Westmoreland,    7.88 

25.  Mercer,  7 .  85 

26.  Lycoming,   7.84 

27.  Lancaster 7 .  84 

28.  Cambria 7  81 

29.  Potter,    7.80 

30.  Montour,    7.76 

31.  Crawford,    7.70 

32.  Forest,    7.70 

33.  Mifflin,   7 .  70 

34.  York 7.69 

35.  Fayette,   7 .  66 

36.  Lebanon,    7.64 

37.  Cumberland,    7.62 

38.  Cameron,  7.58 

39.  Butler,    7.56 

40.  Bradford,  7 .56 

41.  Clinton 7.55 

42.  Tioga,  7 .54 

43.  Clearfield,    7.52 

44.  Monroe,    7.51 

45.  Wayne,     7.45 

46.  Pike,   7.43 

47.  Wyoming 7.43 

48.  Jefferson 7.41 

49.  Armstrong '. 7.41 

50.  Franklin,  7 .38 

51.  Union 7.31 

52.  Perry,   7.30 

53.  Centre,    7-29 

54.  Columbia,    7 .  29 

55.  Susquehanna,  7.24 

56.  Adams, 7.22 

57.  Clarion,    7.20 

58.  Somerset,    7.19 

59.  Sullivan 7 .  17 

60.  Bedford 7 .  12 

61.  Indiana,   7.12 

62.  Juniata,    7.11 

63.  Greene,    7.10 

64.  Snyder,     7.07 

65.  Huntingdon,     7.00 

66.  Fulton,  7.00 
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Estimated  Value  of  School  Property  in  Counties.  Including  Cities  and  Boroughs 
for  School  Year  Ending  June  1,  1908. 


1.  Adams, $220,445  00 

2.  Allegheny,    18,430,773  19 

3.  Armstrong,     520,486  00 

4.  Beaver,    880,386  89 

5.  Bedford,    238,492  14 

6.  Berks,    2,180,100  00 

7.  Blair,    1,432,585  58 

8.  Bradford,    481,365  00 

9.  Bucks 613,230  00 

10.  Butler 672,760  00 

11.  Cambria,   1,638,181  25 

12.  Cameron,    '    103,230  00 

13.  Carbon,    564,200  00 

14.  Centre 314,810  00 

15.  Chester,  1,356,596  00 

16.  Clarion,   230,225  00 

17.  Clearfield,   928,400  00 

18.  Clinton,    319,264  00 

19.  Columbia,   347,846  00 

20.  Crawford,    660,777  40 

21.  Cumberland 528,884  67 

22.  Dauphin,   2,022,118  15 

23.  Delaware 1,497,655  86 

24.  Elk, 337,000  00 

25.  Erie,   1,688,538  87 

26.  Fayette,  1,276,350  00 

27.  Forest,     88,850  00 

28.  Franklin,    492,100  00 

29.  Fulton 46,100  00 

30.  Greene 355,665  00 

31.  Huntingdon, 277,800  00 

32.  Indiana,  387,708  60 

33.  Jefferson,    512,639  00 

34.  Juniata .' 116,400  00 

35.  Lackawanna,   3,454,099  69 

36.  Lancaster,    1,771,432  07 

37.  Lawrence,  827,030  61 

38.  Lebanon,   749,180  00 

39.  Lehigh 1,581,194  97 

40.  Luzerne,    3,092,031  08 

41.  Lycoming,  885,850  00 

42.  McKean, 576,400  00 

43.  Mercer 890,950  00 

44.  Mifflin,    281,825  00 

45.  Monroe,  156,458  49 

46.  Montgomery,   2,381,457  42 

47.  Montour,   150,500  00 

48.  Northampton,   1,698,911  00 

49.  Northumberland,    1,342,575  00 

50.  Perry 180,099  82 
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51.  Pike,     71,550  00 

52.  Potter,    301,830  00 

53.  Schuylkill 1,887,669  81 

54.  Snyder 139,000  00 

55.  Somerset,    .* 506,358  39 

56.  Sullivan 74,100  25 

57.  Susquehanna 273,689  00 

68.  Tioga 282,560  00 

59.  Union,    134,510  00 

60.  Venango,    708,250  00 

61.  Warren 606,450  00 

62.  Washington,    1,886,715  68 

63.  Wayne 229,550  00 

64.  Westmoreland,    2,351,483  69 

65.  Wyoming,   167,850  00 

66.  York 1,680,390  00 

$73,083,915  57 

Philadelphia,   17,279,296  00 

Total $90,363,211  57 
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Distribution  of  State  Aid  to  Normal  School  Students  for  the  School 
year  Ending  Juno,  L908. 


District. 

Location. 

Third 

Fourth 

Fifth 

Sixth,    

Eighth 

Ninth 

Tenth 

Twelfth,    

Thirteenth 

Total 

$31,993  00 

24,540  00 

21,765  00 

16,704  00 

19,752  0) 

20.286  00 

16,129  50 

16,413  00 

25,096  5i> 

19,095  00 

28,780  50 

21.S5S  00 

19,557  00 

$281,975  50 


NOTE.— The  above  amounts  paid   the  tuition  of  the  students  in   full,    the  State  thus   furnishing 
free  tuition  to  all  persons  desiring  to  prepare  themselves   for  teaching  in  the   public  schools. 


CORNPLANTER  INDIAN  SCHOOL. 


Receipts  and  expenditures  for  school  year  ending  June,  1908,  for 
the  Cornplanter  Indian  School,  situated  on  the  Allegheny  river  in 
Warren  county,  as  certified  to  by  Orlo  J.  Gunning^  Superintendent 
of  Schools  of  Warren  county,  as  per  Act  of  Assembly,  approved 
April  10,  1905. 

Reeepits. 

Balance  on  hand  from  last  year $19  24 

Appropriation  lor  1007,    500  (10 

Tuition  from  Elk  township 48  00 

Total,   |567  21 

Expenditures. 

Teacher's  wages,  8  months  at  $50  per  month,.  .       $400  00 

Books  and  supplies 34  !!  I 

Fuel  and  drayage,   107  36 

Incidental  expenses,    25  00 

Total, $507  30 

Deficit $0  00 

Males.  Females. 

Number  of  pupils  belonging  to  school 0  18 

Number  in  attendance  during  last  month 0  11 

Per  cent,  of  attendance  during  term 85  86 

Tor  cent,  of  attendance  during  last  month,  . .  .                  00  89 

Cost  per  month  per  pupil $2  82 
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PER  M  A  N  E NT  ' '  E  I  IT  I  K I  ( !ATE  <  '<  ».M  M  I TT E  ES. 
AHAMSOH'NTY.  CAMBRIA   COUNTY. 

Homer  P.  Troup,  Easl  Berlin.  J.  C.  Williams,  Hastings. 


I  !laj  ton  P.  Palmer,   Littlestown. 
Maude  Mill<  r,   l iampton. 


R.  ll.  Biter,  Gallitzin. 
Kathaiine  B.  [vory,  Patton. 


ALLECHKNY  COUNTY. 

T.  K.  Johnson,  Oakmont 
W.  G.  Gans,  Wilmerding. 
Caroline  Ready,  Tarentum. 


CAMERON  COUNTY. 

c  E.   Plasterer,  Emporium. 
D.   B.   Peterson,  Cameron. 
Anna   Helmbrecht,   Driftwood. 


ARMSTRONG   COUNTY. 

P.  w.  Goodwin,  Kittanning. 

Francis  Dixon,  Freeport. 
C.   D.  Dovei spike,   Pierce. 


CARBON  COUNTY. 

Henry  L.  Sheetz,  Weissport. 
Clara  B.  Werner,  Weatherly. 
T.  L,  Jenkins,   East  Mauch  Chunk. 


BEAVER    COUNTY. 

Frank  A.  Barkiey,  Freedom. 
Geo.  G.  Starr,  Beaver  Falls. 
M.  Lily  Carey,    Monaca. 


CENTRE  COUNTY. 

J.  E.  Wagner,  Bellefonte. 

W.  1 '.  Hosterman,  Spring  Mills. 

H.  C.  Rothrock,   Boalsburg. 


BEDFORD  COUNTY. 

Landis  Tanger,   Bedford. 
Cora  Sheeder,  Everett. 
]■:.   M.   Detwiler,  Saxton. 


CHESTER  COUNTY. 

Elmer  E.  Hess,   Oxford. 

Geo.  W.  Hellyer,   Kennett  Square. 

Alice  P.  Dotterer,   Rosedale. 


BERKS  COUNTY. 

Wm.   C.  Sampson,   Birdsboro. 
B.  H.  Weidman,   Sinking  Spring. 
Margaret  Bean,   Kutztown. 


CLARION   COUNTY. 

W.  O.  Logue,   Parkers  Landing. 
G.  B.  Whitehall,    Clarion. 
Jean  Quigley,  East  Brady. 


BLAIR  COUNTY. 

L.  A.  Marsh,  Hojlidaysburg. 
P.  A.  Hamilti  n,   Bellwood. 

Carrie  E.  Fries.   Claysburg. 

BRADFORD  COI'NTY. 

F.   S.  Woolson,    Camptown. 

Mrs.  C.  R.  Stiles,  Towanda. 
Geo.  E.   Rogers,   Athens. 


CLEARFIELD  COUNTY. 

F.  D.  Wingert,  Coalport. 

D.  B.   McCracken,    Brisbin. 
Mary  Reesman,   Curwensville. 

CLINTON  COUNTY. 

E.  S.  Ling,   Lock  Haven. 
Roy  Smith,  Avis. 

Alary  E.  Bower,   Renovo,   Box  264. 


BUCKS  C(  lUNTY. 

Effie  Watson,   Bristol. 

El'a,  Darlington,  Doylestown. 

H.  Clayton  Neagley,  Fallsington. 

BUTLER    COUNTY. 

G.  P.  Weigle,  Prospect. 

Isaac  M.  Dyke.  Butler.  R.  F.  D.  No.  9. 
Mary  C.   O'Brien,    Butler. 


COLUMBIA   COUNTY. 

Wm.  C.   Mauser,   Bloomsburg. 

Danl.  J.  Snyder,   Orangeville. 

Snyder,  Mifflinville. 

CRAWFORD  COUNTY. 

T.  E.  Kingsley,   Townville. 
F.  A.  McKelvey,  Linesville. 
Ogden  C.  Bole,  Venango. 
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CUMBERLAND  COUNTY.  HUNTINGDON  COUNTY. 


John  Hetrick,  West  Fairview. 
Jane  McCullough,   Newville. 
E.  R.  Brunyate,  Shippensburg. 


Xopher  Beck,   Huntingdon. 

W.  H.  Sheeder,   Roekhill  Furnace. 

Myrtle  F.  Wright,  Mapleton  Depot. 


DAUPHIN  COUNTY. 

H.  B.  Garver,    Middletown. 
G.  W.  Henry,  Penbrook. 
Minnie  L.  Ditty,   Millersburg. 


INDIANA   COUNTY. 

Lester  Winger,   Indiana. 

John  F.  St.  Clair,   New  Florence. 

Florence  Davis,  Brush  Valley. 


DELAWARE  COUNTY. 

Mary  H.  Walker,   Wallingford. 

Alice  M.  Yarnall,  Lima. 

J.  Fred  Parsons,  Ridley  Park. 


JEFFERSON   COUNTY. 

W.  B.  Love,  Brockwayville. 
S.   E.   Downs,    Brookville. 
Tacy  Dempsey,   Reynoldsville. 


ELK  COUNTY. 

G.  B.  Gerberich,  Johnsonburg. 
Isabel  Anderson,  Kersey. 
C.  M.  Rosenberry,   Ridgway. 


JUNIATA   COUNTY. 

Geo.  C.  Lyter,   Port  Royal. 
D.  M.  Marshall,  Nook. 
Ella  J.  Innis,   McCoysville. 


ERIE  COUNTY. 


J.  R.  Burns,   Erie. 
Mary  True,  Avonia. 
Fred  Shaw,   Albion. 


LACKAWANNA  COUNTY. 

M.  M.  Fryer,   Moscow. 

John  H.  Campbell,  Carbondale. 

Ella  M.  Drake,  Old  Forge. 


FAYETTE  COUNTY 

Frank  Whoolery,    Smithfield. 
H.  Geo.  May,   New  Haven. 
Mabel  Golden,  Dunbar. 


LANCASTER   COUNTY. 

John  S.  Simons,   Little  Britain. 
Mary  H.   Riddle,    Marietta. 
H.  E.  Gehman,  Ephrata. 


FOREST   COUNTY. 

W.  W.  Mills,  Newmansville,  R.  F.  D. 
Maud  Berlin,   Starr. 
Blanche  Hunter,   Tionesta. 

FRANKLIN   COUNTY. 

Ira  M.  Shields,   St.  Thomas. 
W.  F.  Zumbro,  Chambersburg. 
Louise  Diehl,    Greencastle. 

FULTON  COUNTY. 

Harvey  Sharpe,   Sharpe. 

H.  E.   Seville,   Enid. 

Fannie  Greathead,   McConnellsburg. 


GREENE    COUNTY. 

E.  F.  Williamson,   Jefferson. 

Albert  King,  Waynesburg. 

Bessie  Barnette,  Rock  Lick,  W.  Va. 


LAWRENCE  COUNTY. 

C.  W.  Cubbison,  Ellwood  City. 
Carrie  L.  Jeffrey,  New  Castle. 
S.  E.  Crawford,  New  Castle. 

LEBANON  COUNTY. 

W.  M.  Heilman,   Cleona. 
Clayton  W.  Bachman,  Palmyra. 
Elizabeth  M.  Weidman,  Lebanon. 

LEHIGH  COUNTY. 

Chas.   A.   Heist,    Allentown,    R.    F.   D. 

No.   4. 
Sarah  J.  Mclntyre,  Catasauqua. 
John  W.   Snyder,   Slatington. 

LUZERNE  COUNTY. 

P.  J.  Manley,  Pittston. 
Harvey  E.  Hoffman,  Freeland. 
Ceorge  Houck,   Ashley. 
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LYCOMING  COUNTY. 

Chester  B.  i;.  mi.  Smith  Williamsport. 

S.  13.  l  hinlap,   Muncy. 

Afarj  rd,  Jersey  Shore. 

McKEAN    C<  UIXTY. 
Lillie  E,  Royce,  Eldred. 
T.  T.  Allen,  Smethpart. 

F.  A.  Berkenstock,    Ludlow. 

MERCER   COUNTY. 
S.  R.  Craig,  Mercer. 
J.  B.  Edwards,  Jamestown. 
Georgiana  Watson,  West   Middlesex. 

.MIFFLIN    COUNTY. 
Mary  Lee  Black,  Newton  Hamilton. 
W.  H.  Moist,   Ryde. 
J.  W.  Billow,  Lewistovvn. 

MONROE    COUNTY. 
W.  H.  Ramsey,   Stroudsburg. 
Adam  Ulshafer,   Del.  Water  Gap. 

Anna  M.  Edinger,  East  Stroudsburg. 

MONTGOMERY  COUNTY. 
E.   L.   Flack,   Abington. 
H.  S.  Gottshall,  Lansdale. 
Abigail  Wager,   Norristown. 

MONTOUR  COUNTY. 
Mont  Derr,   White  Hall. 
Prudence  Blizzard,    Danville. 
Margaret  C.  Madden,   Danville. 

NORTHAMPTON   COUNTY. 
W.   S.   Mitman,    Easton. 
I.  L.  Kinney,   Portland. 
C.  F.  Bender,  West  Bethlehem. 

NORTHUMBERLAND   COUNTY. 
John  A.  Young,   Sunbury. 
Bertha  Surver,  Riverside. 
Annie  E.  Xoaker,  Milton. 

PERRY    COUNTY    . 
J.  Thomas  Fox,  New  Bloomfleld. 
J.  L.  L.  Bucke,  Duneannon. 
Mary  Miller,   Newport. 


P<  >'\  TElt  COUNTY. 

a.  B.  Benn,  Galeton. 

:  ii  I  i.n  lington,  Costello. 
Grace  M.   Reynolds,  Couderspnrt. 

SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY. 
L.  A.  Seltzer,  Ringtown. 
10.  J.  O'Donnell,  Girardville. 
Katie  O.  Bolich,   Schuylkill  Haven. 

SNYDER    COUNTY. 
Mabel  Gutelius,  Kreamer. 
H.  C.  Hendricks,  Selins  Grove. 
David  S.  Herrold,  Port  Trevorton. 

SOMERSET  COUNTY. 
E.  A.  Zook,  Somerset. 
Janet  O.  McKinley,   Elk  Lick. 
W.  W.  Bruner,  Windber. 

SULLIVAN    COUNTY. 
W.  D.  Hinman,  Dushore. 
Mrs.  W.  E.  Gritman,  Nordmont. 
M.  R.  Black,   Estella. 

SUSQUEHANNA   COUNTY. 
A.   A.   Killian,    Susquehanna. 
Adelaide  Jeffers,  Montrose. 
Mary  Donovan,  Thompson. 

TIOGA   COUNTY. 
H.  E.  Raesly,  Wellsboro. 
H.  P.  Walker,  Elkland. 
Carrie  Thomas,  Westfield. 

UNION  COUNTY. 
A.  R.  Gilbert,  Mifflinburg. 
Sadie  Nagle,  New  Berlin. 
Geo.  P.  Clapp,   Allenwood,   R.  P.  D. 

VENANGO  COUNTY. 
J.  F.  Mc Arthur,   Station  1,  Oil  City. 
Susan  Runninger,   Franklin,   R.  F.  D. 

No.  2. 
J.  W.   Strong,   Pleasantville. 

WARREN  COUNTY. 
Frank  Heinaman,  Youngsville. 
Ralph  Anderson,   Kinzua. 
Sylvia  Ball,  Warren. 


PIKE    COUNTY.  WASHINGTON   COUNTY. 

Thuma^  N.  Woodley,   Matamoras.  H.  L.  Hctherington,   Bentleyville. 

Carrie  L.  Hornbeck,  Dingman's  Ferry.  E.  F.  Westlake.  Washington. 

Helen  B.  Rowland,   Rowland.  Laura  Molenauer,  Canonsburg. 
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WAYNE  COUNTY. 
J.   F.   Dooley,   Waymart. 
John  D.  Storm,   Ariel. 
Maude  Murray,   Honesdale. 

WESTMORELAND   COUNTY. 
Edgar  Reed,   Scottdiale. 
Retta  Irwin,   Greensburg. 
J.  S.  Hart,  West  Newton. 

WYOMING    COUNTY. 
Edna  B.  Riethline,  Tunkhannock. 
John  E.  Morgan,  Nicholson. 
A.  Mae  Newberry,   Beaumont. 

YORK    COUNTY. 
E.  M.   Stahl,   Glenville. 
W.  W.  Stauffer,  Red  Lion. 
J.  F.  Heilman,  York. 

ALLEGHENY    CITY. 
Ole  Burroughs,   Allegheny. 
Nora  B.  Osburn,  Allegheny. 
L.  H.  Turner,  Allegheny. 

ALLENTOWN  CITY. 
Fannie  McCafferty,  Allentown. 
E.  J.   C.  Flexer,    Allentown. 
H.  S.  Schell,   Allentown. 


HARRISBURG  CITY. 
S.  I'.  stambaugli,   Harrisburg. 
Maude  Kennedy,    Harrisburg. 
Carrie  L.   Faries,   Harrisburg. 

HAZLETON   CITY. 
A.  D.   Thomas,    Hazleton. 
Maud  Giles,  Hazleton. 
Anna  C.  Lubrecht,   Hazleton. 

JOHNSTOWN   CITY. 
G.  B.  Murdock,  Johnstown. 
H.  S.  Weller,  Johnstown. 
Mollie  C.  Myers,  Johnstown. 

LANCASTER   CITY. 
Paul  A.  Herr,  Lancaster. 
Margaret  McCarthy,  Lancaster. 
Mary  E.  Palmer,  Lancaster. 

McKEESPORT  CITY. 
Bertha  T.  Nill,   McKeesport. 
John  F.  Bower,   McKeesport. 

Edna  L.  Taylor,   McKeesport. 

NANTICOKE  BOROUGH. 
A.   P.  Diffendafer,    Nanticoke. 
Claire  M.   Conway,    Nanticoke. 
Hannah  Jones,   Nanticoke. 


ALTOONA   CITY. 
S.  H.   Replogle,   Altoona. 
Bessie  Foust,   Altoona. 
J.  J.  Hamilton,   Altoona. 


OIL   CITY. 
Anna  Thomas,   Oil  City. 
E.   M.   Broderick,    Oil   City. 
Josephine  Plante,  Oil  City. 


CARBONDALE  CITY. 
P.  M.  Brennan,  Carbondale. 
Amelia  Penckert,   Carbondale. 
Nellie  M.  Killeen,    Carbondale. 


PITTSBURG  CITY. 
J.  M.  Hammond,   Pittsburg. 
J.  M.  Berkey,  Pittsburg. 
Kate  A.  Barry,   Pittsburg. 


CHESTER   CITY. 

S.   C.  Miller,    Chester. 
Etta  L.   Springer,    Chester. 
Lillian  M.  Dannaker,  Chester. 


POTTSTOWN  BOROUGH. 
L  I.   Loveland,   Pottstown. 
W.  Y.  Fryer,   Pottstown. 
Helen  L.  Shenton,   Pottstown. 


DUBOIS   BOROUGH. 
Vena   A.   Sweeney,   DuBois. 
L.  H.  Schoch,  DuBois. 
May  Steele,  DuBois. 

DUNMORE BOROUGH. 

Dayton  Ellis,  Dunmore. 
T.  E.  Boland,  Dunmore. 
Catherine  Morgan,   Dunmore. 


READING    CITY. 
Robert   S.   Birch,    Reading. 
Emma  M.  German,   Reading. 
Nora  C.  Moyer,  Reading. 

SCRANTON    CITY. 
Henry  L.  Morgan,    Scranton. 
Jessie  Kern,   Scranton. 
Julia  McGuigan,    Scranton. 
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SIIAKON  BORnl'Ml. 


.).  I  >.  Stark .   Sharon. 
« >.  W.   Etaney,  Sharon. 
Adele  Sarve,  Sharon. 


WILLIAMSPORT    CITV. 

A.  M.  Weaver,   Williamspoi  t. 
Harvey  E.  Stabler,   Williamsport. 
i  ilanche  r.  Balliel .  Williamsport. 


WILKKS-l'.AKRE   CITY. 

J.  L.  Welter,  Wilkes-Barre. 
Marion  Sturdevant,   Wilkes-Barre. 
Nan  s.  Coughlin,   Wilkes-Barre. 


NUMBER  OF   PERMANENT  CERTIFICATES   ISSUED   FROM   JUNE   1,   1907, 

TO  JUNE  1,  1908. 


Counties. 


No. 


Adams 

Allegheny,  . 
Blair,     

Bradford,    .. 

Butler 

Cambria, 

Centre , 

Chester 

Clearfield, 

Clinton 

Crawford,  ... 
Cumberland, 
Dauphin,     .. 

Erie 

Fayette,    

Forest 

Franklin,     .. 

Fulton 

Indiana,     

J  'fferson,  . . . 
Juniata.  ... 
Lancaster,  . 
Lawrence,  . 
Lebanon, 


Counties. 


No 


Lehigh 

Luzerne,     .. . 

McKean,    ... 

Mercer 

.Mifflin,     

7  i  Montgomery, 
4  !   Montour. 
k  I 


2  I 


18  j 
37  ! 

8 


24 
6 
6 
1 
9 

12 


Northumberland , 

P<  rry 

Potter 

Schuylkill 

Snyder,     

Somerset,    

Sullivan 

Susquehanna,     .., 

Tioaa 

Union,     

Venango,     

Warren 

Washing-ton,    .... 

Wayne , 

Wyoming',     


Total. 


387 
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West    Chester $60  00 
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ANNUAL   STATISTICAL    REPORTS    OF  COUNTY    SUPERINTE 
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1.  Adams 69  196 

2.  Allegheny,     400  1,460 

3.  Armstrong 268  390 

4.  Beaver 170  266 

5.  Bedford 268  336 

6.  Berks 415  585 

7.  Blair 159  252 

8.  Bradford 379  524 

9.  Bucks 244  365 

10.  Butler 251  306 

11.  Cambria 268  482 

12.  Cameron 39  60 

13.  Carbon 99  218 

14.  Centre,     312  310 

15.  Chester 300  444 

16.  Clarion 211  266 

17.  Clearfield 329  4S4 

18.  Clinton 115  158 

19.  Columbia 167  299 

20.  Crawford,    320  396 

21.  Cumberland 1S5  262 

22.  Dauphin 182  295 

23.  Delaware 94  309 

24.  Elk Ill  233 

25.  Erie 250  340 

26.  Favette 334  727 

27.  Forest 68  90 

28.  Franklin 236  292 

29.  Fulton 81  85 

30.  Greene,     200  238 

31.  Huntingdon,     200  244 

32.  Indiana 241  355 

33.  Jefferson 293  323 

34.  Juniata,    98  118 

35.  Lackawanna 121  251 

36.  Lancaster,     472  606 

37.  Lawrence 142  195 

38.  Lebanon,     158  243 

39.  Lehigh 202  326 

40.  Luzerne 29S  737 

41.  Lycoming,    23S  330 

42.  McKean 161  263 

43.  Mercer 239  320 

44.  Mifflin 90  156 

45.  Monroe,     108  152 

46.  Montgomery 233  454 

47.  Montour 46  47 

48.  Northampton 213  324 

49.  Northumberland,    ..  160  218 

50.  Perry 154  188 

51.  Pike 67  SO 

52.  Potter 167  254 

53.  Schuylkill 302  62S 

54.  Snyder,    97  12S 

55.  Somerset 286  400 

56.  Sullivan.     S6  109 

57.  Susquehanna 243  316 

58.  Tioga 302  405 

59.  Union,     88  105 

60.  Venango 192  252 

61.  Warren 175  308 

62.  Washington 367  666 

63.  Wayne 1S5  235 

64.  Westmoreland 461  839 

65.  Wyoming Ill  156 

66.  York 421  511 

Total 13,941  21,910 
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REPORTS  OF  DEANS  OF  STATE  SUMMER  SCHOOLS. 


Mountain  Summer  Assembly,  Ebensburg,  Cambria  county. 
GEO.  D.  KOBE,  Dean. 

I  beg  to  submit  the  following  as  my  report  of  the  Mountain 
Summer  Assembly,  held  at  Ebensburg,  Pa.,  July  6-31,  1908. 

Number  of  students,   357 

Counties  represented,   13 

Banner  county, Cambria. 

Number  of  instructors,  11 

Faculty. 
Dean— G.  D.  Robb. 
Manual  Training — C.  E.  Karlson. 
Mathematic — R.  J.  Anderson. 
Music — Jerry  March. 
Geography  and  Civics — J.  R.  Flickinger. 
German  and  Latin — W.  F.  Long. 
Agriculture — J.  W.  Gilmore. 
Literature — Dr.  Enoch  Perrine. 
Physical  Culture — Mrs.  Lora  Vandegrift. 
Primary  Methods — Lillian  E.  Johnson. 
Methods  in  Art — Ora  Strange. 
English  Composition — Mabel  E.  Mulock. 

In  all  respects,  this  session  of  the  Moutain  Assembly  has  been 
most  successful.  Especially  in  "the  work  in  Agriculture  the  school 
met  the  growing  demand  for  practical  education  in  the  rural  dis- 
tricts. The  need  of  this  course  is  confirmed  by  the  fact  that  forty 
teachers  availed  themselves  of  it.  Every  course  offered  was 
crowded,  and  the  work  done  was  serious  and  effective.  The  daily 
convocations  were  most  helpful,  and  very  few  teachers  absented 
themselves  from  this  period  of  general  conference.  Dr.  J.  S.  Stahr, 
President  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  conducted  the  convo- 
cations during  the  second  week,  and  sent  the  teachers  to  their  work 
with  fresh  inspiration. 

We  believe  that  the  school  at  Ebensburg  should  be  continued  for 
many  reasons.  In  the  first  place,  the  location  is  in  every  way  de- 
sirable. Not  only  is  Ebensburg  a  delightful  place,  one  which  con- 
tributes much   to   the    physical   welfare   aud   the   pleasure   of   the 
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student  teacher,  but  it  is  conveniently  accessible  to  all  points  in 
Western  Pennsylvania,  The  teachers  in  this  section  of  the  State 
arc  remote  from  the  summer  schools  held  in  the  larger  cities,  and 
arc  therefore  in  need  of  a  school  conveniently  located.  Besides, 
the  people  of  Ebensburg  have  from  first  to  last  given  the  Assembly 
i  heir  most  hearty  support  and  commendation,  and  have  contributed 
much  to  its  success.  In  the  second  place,  the  instructors  of  these 
schools  in  all  cases  aim  to  meet  the  actual  needs  of  the  individual 
classes  in  a  way  thai  tends  to  bear  fruit,  in  more  efficient  teaching; 
and  the  teachers  of  Pennsylvania  have  repeatedly  expressed  their 
appreciation  of  this  opportunity  which  the  State  gives  them,  of 
coming  in  touch  with  the  practical  ways  and  means  of  teaching.  As 
a  directive  force  alone,  the  work  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Assem- 
blies deserves  continuance. 


Pennsylvania  Chautauqua,  Mt.  Gretna,  Lebanon  County. 
M.  G.  FILLER,  Dean. 

The  Summer  School  for  teachers  held  in  conjunction  with  the 
annual  session  of  the  Pennsylvania  Chautauqua,  at  Mt.  Gretna, 
closed  August  5,  after  a  very  successful  season.  The  marked  in- 
crease in  attendance  is  a  gratifying  indication  of  the  willingness  of 
Pennsylvania's  teachers  to  make  full  use  of  any  means  provided  for 
their  improvement  and  the  increase  of  their  professional  efficiency. 

A  particular  noticeable  feature  of  this  season's  work,  as  of  all 
the  five  seasons  preceding,  was  the  energy  and  seriousness  with 
which  the  work  was  done — this  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  instructors 
and  instructed  had  but  lately  come  from  the  winter  class-room.  In 
my  opinion,  one  of  the  greatest  advantages  of  these  summer  schools 
as  at  present  constituted  lies  in  the  fact  that  they  allow  the  teacher, 
already  fagged,  to  do  his  work  under  vacation  conditions  and  with 
the  least  tax  upon  his  physical  powers.  Cities,  particularly  college 
and  university  centres,  would  offer  larger  plants  and  better  facili- 
ties for  work,  but  at  the  expense  of  greater  physical  exhaustion  than 
in  the  mountains  under  the  conditions  there  obtaining. 

As  was  to  be  expected,  the  most  popular  courses  were  those  deal- 
ing with  methods,  literature  and  nature  study.  The  course  in  agri- 
culture, designed  to  furnish  equipment  for  teaching  the  elements  of 
agriculture  in  the  Public  School,  was  not  fully  appreciated,  probably 
because  the  importance  which  this  subject  will  soon  assume  in 
school  curricula  is  only  gradually  being  realized.  But  a  good  start 
was  made  in  this  new  field  and  next  season  will  doubtless  see  a 
much  larger  enrollment. 
36 
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In  general  the  demand  is  for  courses  in  "Methods''  which  may  be 
used  to  advantage  in  the  school-room.  There  is  less  desire  for  those 
courses  which  aim  at  more  intensive  work  and  a  more  extended 
grasp  of  the  subjects  composing  the  school  curriculum.  And  yet  I 
cannot  avoid  the  conclusion  that  the  study  of  "Methods"  is  some- 
times unduly  exaggerated,  and  that  a  more  accurate  and  far-reach- 
ing knowledge  of  the  subject  in  hand — of  Grammar,  for  example, — ■ 
will  often  be  of  greater  assistance  than  a  study  of  "Methods"  ac- 
companied with  a  very  limited  or  inaccurate  grasp  of  the  subject. 

There  seems,  however,  to  be  a  well  defined  and  reasonable  demand 
on  the  part  of  teachers  engaged  in  work  from  the  Fourth  Grade  to 
the  High  School  for  a  course  in  methods  which  will  be  adapted  to 
their  grade  of  work.  It  will  be  our  first  aim  next  year  to  supply 
this. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  note  also  that  few,  if  any,  attend  the 
school  because  they  face  examinations  and  wish  to  prepare  for  them. 
It  is  a  pleasure  to  realize  that  those  in  attendance  are  actuated  by 
a  praiseworthy  desire  to  attain  to  greater  proficiency  in  their 
calling  rather  than  merely  to  satisfy  the  legal  requirements.  Of  145 
teachers  in  attendance  fewer  than  10  held  provisional  certificates, 
and  more  than  50  per  cent,  were  graduates  of  Normal  Schools. 

The  public  entertainments — lectures,  concerts,  readings — have,  1 
venture  to  believe,  furnished  combined  recreation  and  profit.  It  is 
to  be  remembered  that  most  of  the  teachers  in  attendance  came  from 
the  rural  districts  and  the  small  towns,  and  in  these  entertainments 
they  enjoy  opportunities  which  they  would  probably  not  otherwise 
secure.     This  seems  especially  true  in  the  case  of  music. 

In  conclusion  it  may  be  added  that  the  season  just  closed  has  been 
both  in  point  of  attendance  and  of  interest  the  most  encourag- 
ing in  the  history  of  the  school.  In  fact,  our  resources  were  taxed  to 
the  utmost  to  provide  accommodations  for  all  who  applied,  and  the 
most  perplexing  problem  now  confronting  the  Board  of  Managers 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Chautauqua  is  that  of  providing  enlarged  ac- 
commodations so  as  to  provide  adequately  for  the  future. 


Pocono  Pines  Assembly,  Pocono  Pines,  Monroe  County. 

J.  H.  MORGAN,  Dean. 

The  Pocono  Pines  Summer  School  of  the  State  held  its  annual 
session  of  four  weeks  from  July  G  to  August  3,  1908.  The  school  is 
located  at  Pocono  Pines,  Monroe  county,  Pa.,  on  the  Pocono  plateau 
two  thousand  feet  above  the  sea.  The  school's  location  is  almost 
ideal  for  its  purpose.  Its  elevation  so  tempers  the  heat  as  to  make 
earnest  study  possible  during  even  the  warmest  summer  weather; 
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it  is  four  milt's  from  the  usual  railway  station  so  thai  its  work  is 
never  interfered  with  by  excursion  crowds  which  might  otherwise 
disturb  it.  while  as  a  matter  of  fad  mosl  of  those  present  during  the 
Bession  of  the  school  were  there  through  interest  in  the  school  and 
its  work. 

The  Faculty  and  platform  program  of  the  school  brought  together 
repr<  sentatives  of  some  of  the  Leading  universities,  colleges,  norma! 
and  high  schools,  and  preparatory  schools  of  the  east.  Represen- 
tatives of  the  following  institutions  offered  instruction,  either  in  the 
classrooms  or  from  the  platform — colleges  and  universities  Dick- 
inson, Lehigh,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Women's  College  of 
Baltimore;  High  Schools— Harrisburg  and  York,  Pa,,  Commercial, 
of  Brooklyn,  and  Westfield  of  New  Jersey;  preparatory  schools — 
Baverford,  and  Tome  Institute  of  Maryland. 

In  addition  to  these  representatives  of  leading  schools  eminent 
lecturers  discussed  subjects  suit. -d  to  the  purposes  of  the  school. 
Dr.  William  Eliot  Griffis,  gave  a  series  of  lectures,  the  outgrowth  of 
his  own  historical  studies.  His  subjects  were  "Sullivan's  Expedi- 
tion against  the  Indians  in  L779";  "Washington's  Strategy,  A  Bird's- 
Eye  View  of  the  Revolution";  "Our  Fairy  Tales  and  Mow  They  Came 
to  Us";  and  "Development  of  Japan  from  the  Aboriginal  Aryans  to 
Date".  Joseph  Elkinton,  Esq.,  lectured  on  "The  Doukhabours". 
Henry  R.  Rose  gave  a  series  of  three  lectures,  as  follows:  "The 
Drama  of  Ben  Hur",  "The  Greatest  of  All  Americans",  and  "Parsi- 
fal". Putnam  Cady,  P.  R.  GL  S.,  lectured  on  "The  Jordan  Valley  and 
the  Dead  Sea",  "Jerusalem";  and  "East  of  the  Jordan". 

The  platform  work  of  the  school  was  arranged  so  that  its  subjects 
might  be  instructive  aud  that  multiplied  events  might  not  dissipate 
enery  and  hinder' the  real  work  of  the  class-room.  One  good  plat- 
form event  on  an  average  of  four  evenings  per  week  was  the  idea  on 
which  the  program  was  arranged. 

From  opening  to  close  the  members  of  the  school  were  enthusias- 
tic in  their  praise  of  its  work,  and  there  were  frequent  expressions 
of  regret  on  the  part  of  those  present  that  the  teachers  of  the  State 
were  not  more  largely  enjoying  the  advantages  so  wisely  and 
.-onerously  afforded  by  the  State  in  its  three  summer  schools.  One 
superintendent  of  a  very  progressive  school  system  said  that  he  had 
never  found  an  atmosphere,  physical,  intellectual,  ami  spiritual,  so 
satisfactory  to  him,  and  he  hoped  to  bring  at  least  a  score  of 
teacherg  to  attend  the  next  session  of  the  school.  , 

In  conclusion.  I  would  say  that  if  superintendents  would  more 
generally  call  the  attention  of  (heir  teachers  to  the  facilities  offered 
in  these  summer  schools  of  the  Stale,  I  feel  sure  that  largely  in- 
creased numbers  of  teachers  would  attend  their  annual  sessions, 
greatly  to  their  own  advantage  and  to  the  consequent  advantage  of 
the  schools  with  which  they  are  associated. 
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MEMBERS  OF  COLLEGE  AND  UNIVERSITY  COUNCIL. 

Members  ex-officio — Governor,  Edwin  S.  Stuart,  President;  At- 
torney-General, M.  Hampton  Todd;  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
trusion, Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  Secretary. 

C.  C.  Harrison,  Provost,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 

J.  D.  Moffat,  President,  Washington  and  Jefferson  College,  Wash- 
ington. 

Martin  G.  Brumbaugh,  Superintendent  of  Schools,  Philadelphia. 

J.  M.  Coughlin,  Superintendent  of  Schools,  Wilkes-Barre. 

G.  M.  Philips,  Principal  of  Normal  School,  West  Chester. 

John  S.  Stahr,  President  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  Lancas 
ter. 

Samuel  B.  McCormick,  Chancellor  University  of  Pittsburg,  Pitts- 
burg. 

J.  H.  Harris,  President  Bucknell  University,  Lewisburg. 

Henry  S.  Drinker,  President  Lehigh  University,  South  Bethlehem. 


BIENNIAL  REPORT 


HIGHER  EDUCATION 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Department  of  Public  Instruction. 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  October  12,  1908. 

To  His  Excellency,  Edwin  S.  Stuart,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania: 

Dear  Sir:  In  accordance  with  Section  10,  of  the  Act  of  June  26, 
1895,  creating  the  College  and  University  Council,  I  have  the  honor 
herewith  to  submit  the  Seventh  Biennial  Report  on  Higher  Educa- 
tion in  Pennsylvania. 

Very  respectfully, 

NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFER, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  and  Ex-officio  Secretary  of  the 
College  and  University  Council. 


(637) 
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To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

Gentlemen:  In  making  the  seventh  biennial  report  on  Higher 
Education  in  Pennsylvania,  it  is  gratifying  to  note  the  growth  of  our 
colleges  and  universities  in  attendance,  equipment,  buildings  and 
efficiency.  The  State  has  a  sufficient  number  of  institutions  of 
higher  learning  to  meet  the  needs  of  our  people,  and  whenever  a  new 
want  makes  itself  felt,  there  is  always  a  movement  to  supply  that 
want. 

Mr.  Moses  A.  Dropsie  who  felt  the  need  of  better  facilities  for  the 
study  of  Hebrew  and  the  cognate  languages  and  Old  Testament  and 
Rabbinical  literature,  gave  a  large  donation  for  the  establishment 
of  a  college  for  the  promotion  of  such  study.  Application  was  made 
for  a  charter  with  power  to  confer  degrees.  The  application  was 
approved  by  the  College  and  University  Council  and  the  decree 
granting  the  charter  was  made  final  by  the  Court  No.  1,  Philadelphia 
county,  during  the  March  Term  of  1907. 

An  application  was  made  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Western  Theo- 
logical Seminary  for  an  amendment  to  its  charter,  giving  it  the 
power  to  confer  degrees.  The  amendment  was  approved  and  made 
the  final  decree  by  Judge  Shafer  on  November  15,  1907. 

The  Council  is  doing  a  valuable  service  in  seeing  that  the  degree- 
conferring  power  is  not  abused,  and  the  degrees  of  Pennsylvania 
colleges  are  receiving  corresponding  recognition  at  home  and  abroad. 
During  the  past  year  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  had  more 
students  from  foreign  countries  than  Harvard,  Yale  or  any  other 
university  in  America. 

The  University  of  Pennsylvania  has  for  years  demanded  the  same 
grade  of  preparation  for  admission  to  its  Medical  Department  as  for 
the  other  departments  of  the  University.  During  the  past  year  the 
other  medical  colleges  made  an  advance  in  their  standards  of  ad- 
mission, requiring  a  preliminary  education  equal  to  that  of  a  four 
years'  high  school  course.  The  Act  of  1893  simply  requires  a 
common  school  education.  The  College  and  University  Council  in- 
structed its  Secretary  to  have  a  bill  introduced  at  the  coining  session 
of  the  Legislature,  making  the  standard  of  preliminary  education 
for  medical  students  a  four  years'  high  school  course,  or  its  equiva- 
lent. This  will  bring  the  Medical  Law  more  nearly  into  harmony 
with  the  requirements  of  modern  medical  education  and  prevent  the 
exodus  of  students  to  the  schools  of  lower  standards  and  efficiency, 
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whose  graduates  on  their  return  go  frequently  And  that  they  cannot 
pass  the  examinations  for  license  to  practice  medicine  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

There  is  a  tendency  to  unite  medical  and  denial  schools  with 
literary  and  scientific  colleges.  During  the  past  year  the  Philadel- 
phia Dental  College  was  united  with  Temple  University;  and  the 
West  Penn  Medical  College  entered  into  organic  relation  with  the 
Western  University  of  Pennsylvania.  If  these  unions  should  en- 
courage the  tendency  to  make  the  senior  year  of  the  literary  or 
scientific  college  identical  with  the  first  year  in  medicine  or  dentistry, 
an  arrangement  under  which  the  same  work  is  counted  toward  two 
degrees,  it  may  cause  the  smaller  colleges  to  lower  their  standards 
of  graduation,  and  ultimately  of  admission,  in  order  not  to  be 
crushed  out  in  the  competition  for  students.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
these  unions  shall  lead  to  better  teaching  and  better  preparation  for 
professional  study,  the  ultimate  effect  will  be  to  make  our  profes- 
sional schools  more  efficient. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  American  student  is  in  constant  danger  of 
entering  the  portals  of  his  profession  too  late  in  life.  The  dis- 
advantage in  requiring  a  baccalaureate  degree  for  entrance  into  a 
medical  school  lies  in  the  fact  that  the  student  who  enters  so  late 
in  life  has  lost  the  plasticity  of  hand  which  is  needed  in  bandaging, 
surgery  and  other  manipulative  processes  in  the  practice  of 
medicine.  This  fact  is  driving  an  increasing  number  of  boys  into 
our  academies  and  preparatory  schools,  where  by  special  drill  and 
well-directed  study,  the  boy  saves  a  year  or  two  in  his  preparation 
for  college.  The  curriculum  of  the  high  school  is  being  shaped  to 
make  it  a  finishing  school  for  the  multitudes  of  boys  and  girls  who 
cannot  go  to  college.  The  forces  which  cause  the  retardation  of 
pupils,  also  make  the  work  of  the  high  school  difficult,  for  in  many 
cases  by  the  time  the  boy  enters  the  high  school  the  golden  period 
for  learning  languages  has  forever  passed  away.  The  academy  has 
no  such  general  requirements  to  meet,  and  can  shape  the  boy's 
studies  so  as  to  save  a  year  or  two  in  his  preparation  for  college. 
Hence  it  is  not  surprising  that  our  academies  and  preparatory 
schools  are  full  to  overflowing  and  their  number  is  increasing  from 
year  to  year.  The  growth  in  the  number  of  high  schools  has  not 
interfered  with  the  attendance  and  efficiency  of  our  academies. 

In  1907  Lafayette  College  celebrated  its  seventy-fifth  anniversary. 
The  donation  to  the  College  increased  the  endowment  fund  by  half 
a  million  dollars. 
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The  Western  University  laid  the  foundation  for  a  new  school  of 
mines.  The  name  of  this  school  has  been  changed  to  that  of  Univer- 
sity of  Pittsburg. 

Haverford  College  celebrated  its  seventy-fifth  anniversary.  This 
College  aims  to  be  the  best  small  college  in  America,  and  is  am- 
bitious to  do  college  work  rather  than  expand  along  university  lines. 

Muhlenberg  College,  which  formerly  occupied  a  building  in  south- 
eastern Allentown,  has  moved  to  the  western  section  of  the  city, 
where  it  occupies  a  site  of  fifty-five  acres  of  land,  on  which  a  com- 
modious modern  college  plant  has  been  built. 

In  recent  years  the  institutions  which  bear  the  name  of  Allegheny, 
Bryn  Mawr,  Bucknell,  Franklin  and  Marshall,  Grove  City,  Lafayette, 
Lehigh,  Lebanon  Valley,  Pennsylvania  State,  Swarthmore,  Villa 
Nova,  Washington  and  Jefferson  and  the  University  of  Pennsylvania 
have  been  erecting  buildings  and  adding  to  their  faculties  and  facili- 
ties at  such  a  rate  that  a  detailed  statement  would  be  tedious,  if  not 
impossible. 

The  College  and  University  Council  recommended  to  the  Educa- 
tional Commission  the  preparation  of  an  Act  of  Assembly  authoriz- 
ing the  issue  of  certificates  good  for  three  years  to  the  graduates  of 
colleges  who  take  at  least  two  hundred  hours  of  work  in  the  study  of 
education,  including  psychology,  ethics,  history  of  education,  school 
management  and  methods.  The  law  by  which  permanent  certifi- 
cates are  issued  to  college  graduates  who  have  taught  successfully  in 
the  public  schools  during  three  years,  will  not  be  changed,  but  due 
recognition  will  thus  be  given  to  all  special  work  which  a  student 
may  undertake  in  preparation  for  teaching. 

The  entering  classes  at  our  colleges  have  on  the  whole  been  larger 
than  those  of  one  and  two  years  ago.  The  panic  did  not  affect  the 
attendance  at  our  colleges  as  much  as  might  have  been  expected. 
Straitened  finances  prevent  the  return  of  some  students.  Others 
who  find  no  openings  in  business  go  to  school  and  improve  the  time 
in  advanced  study  and  more    thorough  preparation  for  later  life. 

It  is  a  sad  duty  to  chronicle  the  death  of  Dr.  George  W.  Atherton 
(July  24,  1906),  who  was  a  member  of  this  Council  since  its 
organization  in  1895.  From  a  struggling  little  college  he  developed 
the  Pennsylvania  State  College  into  an  institution  of  nearly  one 
thousand  students,  (the  attendance  to-day  exceeds  eleven  hundred), 
with  a  faculty  and  equipment  that  attracts  world-wide  attention. 
His  services  in  pushing  through  Congress  the  legislation  which  has 
given  the  land-grant  colleges  their  present  standing  deserve  national 
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recognition.  His  remains  rest  in  a  grave  on  the  grounds  of  the 
Stale  College  by  the  side  of  the  auditorium  which,  through  his  in- 
fluence, was  donated  by  ('.  .M.  Schwab,  Esq. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFER, 
Sec'y.  oPt'hc  College  and  University  Council. 


542  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

GENERAL.  AND  STATISTICAL  REPORT  OF  PRIVATE  EDUCA 


Name    of    Institution. 


Location. 


City  or  Town. 


County. 


Philadelphia, 


Pittsburg- Allegheny, 


THEOLOGICAL    SEMINARIES. 

Lutheran    Theological    Seminary Gettysburg- Adams 

Meadville  Theological  School Meadville Crawford.    ... 

St.   Vincent  Seminary Germantown, Philadelphia. 

Theological  Seminary,    Lancaster Lancaster,    .. 

The  Western  Theological  Seminary.    ..  Pittsburg- Allegheny,    .. 

The  Moravian  Theological  Seminary,..  Bethlehem Northampton, 

The   Reformed   Presbyterian   Theologi-  Allegheny Allegheny,    .. 

cal    Seminary. 

MEDICAL   COLLEGES. 

Jefferson   Medical  College Philadelphia 

Medical    Department   of   University  of  Philadelphia 

Pennsylvania. 

Medical    Department   of   University   of  Pittsburg Allegheny,     .. 

Pittsburg. 

VETERINARY    MEDICINE. 
Department   of    Veterinary    Medicine, 
University  of  Pennsylvania  . 

COLLEGES'  OP   PHARMACY. 
Pittsburg-   College    of   Pharmacy    (Uni- 
versity  of   Pittsburg). 

DENTAL   COLLEGES. 
Department    of    Dentistry,    University    Philadelphia 

of  Pennsylvania. 
Dental    Department,    Medico-Chirurgi-    Philadelphia, 

cal. 
Pennsylvania    College    of    Dental    Sur-    Philadelphia 

gery. 
Pittsburg    Dental    College    (University    Pittsburg Allegheny,    . 

of  Pittsburg). 

LAW    SCHOOLS. 

Dickinson   School   of   Law Carlisle Cumberland. 

Pittsburg    Law    School    (University   of    Pittsburg Allegheny,    . 

Pittsburg). 

COLLEGES    AND    UNIVERSITIES. 

Albright   College.    

Allegheny   College 

Beaver    College 

Bryn  Mawr   College 

Bucknell  University     

Central   High  School 

Dickinson   College 

Franklin  and  Marshall  College,    . 

Geneva  College 

Grove  City  College 

Haverford  College 

Irving    College 

Juniata   College 

Lafayette    College 


Myerstown Lebanon, 

Meadville Crawford,    ... 

Beaver Beaver 

Bryn  Mawr 

Lewisburg Union,     

Philadelphia 

Carlisle Cumberland, 

Lancaster.     Lancaster,     . . 

Beaver  Falls.    Beaver 

Grove  City Mercer 

Haverford,     Delaware, 

Mechanicsburg,     Cumberland, 

Huntingdon Huntingdon, 

Easton,     Northampton. 


Lebanon   Valley  College 

Lehigh    University,     

Moravian  College,    

Muhlenberg   College 

Metzger   College 

Pennsylvania   College 

Pennsylvania  Military   College. 
Pennsylvania  State  College, 

St.    Vincent   College 

Susquehanna  University 

Swarthmore  College,    

Temple    University      

Thiel  College ' 

University  of  Pennsylvania,    . . . 

Ursinus    College 

The  College  of  St.   Thomas,    ... 


Annville Lebanon,     

South  Bethlehem Northampton, 

Bethlehem,     Northampton, 

Allentown Lehigh,     

Carlisle Cumberland, 

Gettysburg Adams,      

Chester Delaware,    

State  College Centre,    

Beatty Westmoreland, 

Selinsgrove Snyder 

Swarthmore Delaware 

Philadelphia 

Greenville Mercer 

Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

Collegeville Montgomery,     . 

Villanova,     Delaware,     
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TIONAL  INSTITUTIONS  FOR  THE  YKAl;  ENDING  JUNE,  1908. 


Religious    l  >enomina1  Ion. 


i  nii.iai  Title  of  Officer 
in  i 'tiarge. 


-Name  oi    President,    Principal   or 
Superintendent. 


Lutheran President. 

Unitarian President. 


Catholic President 

med President 

Presbyterian President 

Moravian President Augustus   Schultze 

l:i  irmed    Presbyterian Sen.    Professor U.  J.  George. 


J.    A.    Singmaster,    D.    D. 
Franklin     C.     Southworth,     A.     M. 

T.    B. 
Rev.    Patrick  McHale. 
John  C.   Bowman,   D.  D. 
James  A.  Kelso,    Ph.   P..   D.   D. 

D.    D..    L.    H. 


Sub-Dean Ross  V.   Patterson,   M.   D. 

Provost Charles  C.  Harrison.  LL.   D. 

Dean Dr.   J.   Chris.   Lange. 


Julius    Arnold    Kooh, 
D.    Sc.    D. 


Ph.    D.,    Pharm. 


Dean.      T.    X.   Broomell,   D.   D.   S. 

Dean Wilbur  F.  Liteh.    M.   D.,    D.   D.    S. 

Dean H.   E.  Friesell,   D.   D.   S. 


Dean. 
Dean, 


William  Trickett.    LL.   D. 
Hon.  John  D.  Shafer. 


United    Evangelical.     President James  Daniel  "Woodring,    A.   M..    D    D. 

Methodist    Episcopal President.     William  H.   Crawford.   D.  D..   LL.   D. 

Methodist    Episcopal.     President,     George  D.  Crissman,   Ph.   D 

Undenominational President M.    Carey   Thomas.    Ph.    D..    LL.    D 

Pa]  tist President Tohn  Howard  Harris.   Ph.   D..   LL.  D. 

President,     Robert  Ellis  Thompson.   S.   T.   D 

Methodist    Episcopal Presiient George  Edward  Reed,  S.  T.  D.,  LL.  D. 

Reformed President Tohn  S.   Stahr,   Ph.  D.,   D.   D..  LL.  D. 

T-aac  C.  Ketler,   Ph.  D.,  D.  D..   LL.  D. 

'saac  Sharpless.   Sc.  D. .  LL.   D. 

fij.    C.    Campbell.    A.    M.,    Ph.    D. 

ident  ...    L   Harvey  Bumbaugh.   A.   M. 

.  ICthelbert     Dudley     Warfield,      D.      D.. 
T.D.    D. 

Lawrence  Keister.    A.    P.. 

Henry  S.   Drinker,   E.   M., 

Vugustus  Schultze,   D.   D., 

Tohn  A.   W.   Haas,    D.   D. 

Sarah  Kate  Ege. 

S.    G     Hefelbower.    A.    M., 

<~*harles  Eliot  Hyatt. 

Edwin  Erie  Sparks.    M.   A. 

Ht.   Rev.   Leander  Sehnerr.    O.    S.   B. 

Charles   Thomas  Aikens.    D.   D. 

roseph   Swain.    LL.  D. 

Russell  H    Conwav.   D.  D.,   LL.   D. 

<>.  F.   H.  Bert.    A.  M. 

rharles  C.   Harrison,   LL.   D. 

A.    Edwin   Keigwin.    D.    D. 

Laurence  A.   Delurey,   D.  D. ,   O.  S.  A. 


President, 

Friends President. 

Lutheran President. 

Church    of    the   Brethren.     ......  Acting    Pre* 

Presbyterian President. 

United  Brethren  in   Christ President, 

X.  n-Sectarian President. 

Moravian President, 

Lutheran President. 

Xon-Sectarian President. 

Lutheran President, 

X- n-Sectarian President. 

Interdenominational President, 

Roman    Catholic.     Director.     .. 

Evangelical  Lutheran President, 

Friends President, 

Xon-Sectarian.      President, 

Lutheran Dean 

Undenominational Provost. 

Reformed.     President, 

Catholic,    President. 


A  M. 
LL.  D. 
L.   H.  D. 


D.    D. 


Ph.   D. 
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Location. 
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cd 

to  . 

3 

City  or  Town. 

County. 

o  o 

°3 

1-1 
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c 

D  3 
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Washington  and  Jefferson  College, 

Waynesburg  College.    

University  of   Pittsburg 

Westminster  College 

Wilson  College 


Washington Washington. 

Waynesburg Greene,     

Pittsburg,     Allegheny,    . 

New  Wilmington,    ...  Lawrence.     . 

Chambersburg Franklin,     . . 


17S0 

1802 

1787 

1819 

1852 
1870 

1852 
1869 
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Religious    Denomination. 


Official  Title  of  Oflicer 
in  Charge. 


Name   of   President,    Principal   or 
Superintendent. 


Non-Sectarian President James  David  Moffatt,  D.   D..  LL.   D. 

Acting    President Jacob  Frank  Bucher.    M.   S.,   M.   D. 

Non-Sectarian Chancellor Samuel      Black     McCormick,      D.      D., 

LL.   D. 

United    Presbyterian President Robert  McWatty  Russell,   D.  D.,   LL.  D. 

Presbyterian President M.   H.    Reaser. 


35—6—1008 
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PENNSYLVANIA  SCHOOL  OFFICERS. 


OCTOBER  17,  1908. 


Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFER. 


Deputy  Superintendents. 
A.  D.  Glenn  and  Reed  B.  Teitrick. 


Other  Officers  of  the  Department. 
R.  M.  McNeal,  Financial  Clerk.  U.  G.  Fry,  Statistical  Clerk. 

H.  H.  Fleisher,  Recording  Clerk.         J.  O.  Knauss,  Messenger. 


Stenographers  and  Typewriters. 
Miss  Mary  Y.  McReynolds, 
Miss  Edith  L.  Breitinger. 

High  School  Inspectors. 


W.  S.  Hertzog, 


C.  D.  Koch. 


STATE  NORMAL   SCHOOLS. 


District. 


Principal. 


Postoffice. 


First,     

Second,    ... 

Third,     

Fourth,    .., 

Fifth 

Sixth,    

Seventh,  .. 
Eighth,  ... 
Ninth,  .... 
Tenth,  .... 
Eleventh,  . 
Twelfth,  .. 
Thirteenth, 


George   M.   Philips West  Chester. 

E.  O.  Lyte,    Millersville. 

A.  C.  Rothermel Kutztown. 

E.  L.  Kemp E.   Stroudsburg. 

Andrew  Thomas  Smith,    Mansfield. 

D.  J.  Waller,  Jr Bloomsburg. 

Samuel  A.  Martin Shippensburg. 

J.  R.  Flickinger Lock.  Haven. 

James  E.  Ament Indiana. 

T.  B.  Noss California. 

Albert  E.   Maltby Slippery  Rock. 

John  F.  Bigler Edinboro. 

J.  George  Becht,   Clarion. 


(668) 
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STATEMENT  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  DISTRICTS  IN  THE  SEVERAL 
COUNTIES  HAVING  SIX,  SEVEN,  EIGHT,  NINE  AND  TEN  MONTHS 
RESPECTIVELY  FOR  THE  SCHOOL  TEAR  ENDING  JUNE  1,   1908. 


County. 
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9. 
10. 

11. 
12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

lft 

20. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 

46. 

47. 

48. 

i'j. 

50. 

51. 

53! 
54, 
55. 
56. 
57. 
58. 
59. 
60. 
61. 
62. 
63. 
64 
65. 
66. 


Adams 

Allegheny 

Armstrong 

Beaver 

Bedford,    

Berks,     

Blair 

Bradford,     

Bucks,      

Butler,     

Cambria,     

Cameron 

Carbon, 

Centre,     

Chester,     

Clarion,     

Clearfield 

Clinton 

Columbia 

Crawford 

Cumberland,     

Dauphin 

Delaware 

Elk 

Erie 

Fayette,    

Forest 

Franklin 

Fulton 

Greene 

Huntingdon,     

Indiana 

Jefferson 

Juniata 

Lackawanna 

Lancaster,     

Lawrence 

Lebanon 

Lehigh,      

Luzerne,     

Lycoming 

McKean 

Mercer,      , 

Mifflin,     

Monroe 

Montgomery, 

Montour 

Northampton, 

Northumberland, 

Perry,     

Pike 

Potter 

Schuylkill 

Snyder,      

Somerset 

Sullivan,     

.  Susquehanna, 

Tioga 

Union 

Venango,    

Warren 

Washington 

Wayne 

Westmoreland, 

Wyoming,    

York,     
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1 

11 

0 
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7 

1 

8 
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1 

5 

4 

8 

13 

2S 

6 
2 
7 

1 

4 

2 

8 

7 

10 

1 

1 

4 

10 

3 

14 

11 

27 

3 

6 

12 

24 

2 

7 

4 

25 

28        

11        

36        

27        

35  2 

45         

17         

37  2 

5         

42        

41         

6        

8  1 

29        

2        

29         

39         

20  3 

24        

43         

21         

23        

4  ...... 

19         

26         

3        

15        

12        

22        

33  11 

37        

26        

15         

13         

44         

21        

10         

13        

25        

42         

6        

33        

5        

14        

12        

10         

9        

22        

24        

9         

19        

33        

16        

38        

7  1 

28  4 
24        

13        

20        

14        

29        

21        

36        

23        

39         


35 

120 
47 
51 
41 
61 
28 
57 
50 
56 
56 
8 
24 
34 
74 
37 
51 
30 
32 
63 
30 
39 
42 
13 
38 
43 
9 
19 
12 
25 
47 
40 
34 
17 
39 
60 
27 
21 
25 
75 
52 
21 
48 
14 
20 
63 
11 
38 
37 
30 
12 
31 
80 
18 
45 
13 
42 
41 
15 
34 
31 
67 
30 
72 
32 
68 


24 


2,575 


*The  minimum  length  of  school  term  is  seven  months,  unless  a  thirteen  mill  tax,  the  maxi- 
mum number  of  mills  allowed  by  law  to  be  levied  for  school  purposes,  will  not  keep  the 
schools  open  that  length  of  time. 


No.   6. 


STATISTICS. 


657 


STATEMENT  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  SCHOOLS  IN  THE  SEVERAL 
COUNTIES  HAVING  SIX,  SEVEN,  EIGHT,  NINE  AND  TEN  MONTHS 
RESPECTIVELY  FOR  THE  SCHOOL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  1.    1908. 


County. 


• 

A 

d 

c 

(ID 

H 

'A 

H 

<u 

EG 

ui 

1.  Adams,     14  15 

2.  Allegheny 1,990  1,193  80S 

3.  Armstrong,     88  16 

4.  Beaver 194  28 

S.Bedford 19  17 

6.  Berks,     331  50  25 

7.  Blair,     272  37 

8.  Bradford 70  84 

9.  Bucks,      74  153  96 

10.  Butler 88  37 

11.  Cambria,     193  107 

12.  Cameron 36 

13.  Carbon 30  98  32 

14.  Centre 35  26 

15.  Chester,     40  212  255 

16.  Clarion 9  34 

17.  Clearfield SO  117 

IS.  Clinton 30  47 

19.  Columbia 98  8 

20.  Crawford 113  82 

21.  Cumberland 47  50 

22.  Dauphin 375  38 

23.  Delaware,      100  359        

24.  Elk 35  133 

25.  Erie 327  115 

26.  Fayette 87  206 

27.  Forest 61 

28.  Franklin,      38  49 

29.  Fulton 

30.  Greeene,      25 

31.  Huntingdon 25  14 

32.  Indiana 44 

33.  Jefferson. 14  100 

34.  Juniata,     13 

35.  Lackawanna,     561  210  73 

36.  Lancaster 137  72  59 

37.  Lawrence 157  20 

38.  Lebanon,     94  79 

39.  Lehigh 25  216  45 

40.  Luzerne.     92  889  79 

41.  Lycoming 153  59 

42.  McKean 131  121 

43.  Mercer 147  56 

44.  Mifflin 29  43 

45.  Monroe,      33  9 

46.  Montgomery 408  129  66 

47.  Montour 29        

48.  Northampton 175  185  84 

49.  Northumberland,    29  296  19 

50.  Perry 10  30 

51.  Pike 16        

52.  Potter 51  61 

53.  Schuylkill,     219  436  63 

54.  Snyder 9 

55.  Somerset 77 

56.  Pullivan 4  11 

57.  Susquehanna,    22  47 

58.  Tioga,     56  63 

59.  Union 12  7 

60.  Venango 118  93 

61.  "Warren 94  92 

62.  Washington 222  235 

63.  Wayne 28  28 

64.  Westmoreland,     274  276 

65.  Wyomnig 16  28 

66.  York,     185  100 


166        195 

66        3,554 

203         378 

148        370 

279  19  334 

549        855 

174        483 

277  6  437 

39        362 

253        378 

337        637 

26        62 

64  5  229 

235        296 

10        517 

225        268 

332        529 

106  :,  188 

172        278 

292        487 

190        287 

171        584 

459 

54        222 

171        613 

384        677 

26        87 

275         362 

81        81 

213        238 

147  71  257 

318        362 

243        357 

102        115 

62        906 

515        783 

156        333 

138        311 

172        458 

141        1,201 

229        441 

70        322 

210        413 

78        150 

104        146 

82        685 

47        76 

91        535 

143        487 

150        190 

58        74 

120        232 

161        879 

118        127 

320        397 

77  11  103 

196  19  284 

220        339 

84        103 

132        343 

122        308 

236        693 

180        236 

401        951 

94        138 

394        679 


4,211 


,602 


4,284        11,719 


136        28.861 
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County. 


Name. 


Postofflce. 


Salary. 


Adams 

Allegheny,  . 
Armstrong, 

Beaver 

Bedford,    

Berks,    

Blair 

Bradford,     . . 

Bucks,    

Butler,     

Cambria,  ... 
Cameron,    .  . . 

Carbon 

Centre,     

Chester 

Clarion 

Clearfield,    .. 

Clinton 

Columbia,  .. 
Crawford,  .. 
Cumberland, 
Dauphin,  ... 
Delaware,    .. 

Elk,    

Erie 

Fayette,     .  . . 


Forest,     

Franklin 

Fulton 

Greene 

Huntingdon,     ... 

Indiana 

Jefferson,    

Juniata 

Lackawanna,    . . 

Lancaster,     

Lawrence ,    

Lebanon 

Lehigh 

Luzerne,    

Lycoming 

McKean 

Mercer 

Mifflin,     

Monroe 

Montgomery, 

Montour,    

Northampton,    .. 
Northumberland, 

Perry,     

Pike 

Potter 

Schuylkill 

Snyder,    

Somerset 

Sullivan,     

Susquehanna,    .. 

Tiog-a 

Union,    

Venango 

Warren,     

"Washington,    ... 

Wayne 

Westmoreland , 

Wyoming 

York,    


H.  Milton  Roth,   

Samuel  Hamilton,    

1  W,  A.  Patton,    

David  C.  Locke,  

Victor  E.   P.   Barkman, 

Eli  M.  Rapp 

T.  S.  Davis 

Herbert  S.  Putnam,    ... 

Jacob  Harry  Hoffman, 

R.  S.  Penfield,  

'  Herman  T.  Jones 

Mattie  M.  Collins.   

James  J.  Bevan 

David  O.  Etters.    

George  W.  Moore 

'  N.  E.  Heeter 

William  E.  Tobias 

Ira  N.  McCloskey,    

William  W.  Evans 

John  D.  Goodwin 

i  J.  Kelso  Green 

'  H.  V.  B.  Garver 

I  A.  G.  Criswell  Smith,   .. 
;  J.  W.  Sweeney 

I.  H.  Russell,  

Clement  Gregg  Lewel- 
lyn. 

D.  W.  Morrison 

L.  E.  Smith,    

B.  C.  Lamberson 

John  C.  Stewart 

J.  G.  Dell 

James  F.  Chapman,   ... 

L.  Mayne  Jones 

Josiah  H.  Deen 

J.  C.  Taylor,    

M.  J.  Brecht 

W.  Lee  Gilmore 

John  W.  Snoke 

Alvin  Rupp,    

Frank  P.  Hopper 

G.   B.   Milnor 

Burdette  S.  Bayle 

F.  F.  Foltz 

James  F.  Wills 

F.  Ko.^hler 

J.  Horace  Landis,   

Charles  W.  Derr 

G.  A.  Grim 

Wallace  W.  Fetzer,   

Daniel   A.    Kline,    

Lucian  Westbrook 

R.  O.  Welfiing 

Livingston  Seltzer 

Thomas  A.  Stetler 

Daniel   W.    Seibert 

J.  E.  Reese  Killgore,    .. 

Georsre  A.   Stearns 

W.  R.  Longstreet 

William  W.  Spigelmyer, 
Dallas  W.  Armstrong,.. 

Clyde  S.  Knapp,    

L.  R.  Crumrine 

J.  J.  Koehler 

Robert  C.  Shaw 

Frank  H.  Jarvis 

C.  W.  Stine 


Gettysburg $1,500  00 

Braddock '  9,000  00 

Elderton,     2,000  00 

Monaca,     1,800  00 

Clearville,    1,768  00 

Reading,    2,500  00 

Altoona,    2,000  00 

Towanda 2,500  00 

Doylestown 2,200  00 

Butler 1,800  00 

Ebensburg 2,000  00 

Emporium,    1,500  00 

Mauch  Chunk 2,100  00 

State   College 1,692  00 

Ercildoun 3,000  00 

Clarion 1,636  00 

Clearfield 2,400  00 

Lock  Haven,    1,600  00 

Bloomsburg,    2 ,  000  00 

Meadville 1,942  00 

Carlisle 1,750  00 

Middletown 2,000  00 

Media,    2,500  00 

Saint  Marys,   2,500  00 

North   East,    2,000  00 

Brownsville 3,500  00 

Tionesta 1,500  00 

Chambersburg 1,700  00 

McConnellsburg 1,000  00 

Jefferson,     1,576  00 

Huntingdon 1,564  00 

Indiana 2,000  00 

Brookville 2,100  00 

Academia,    1,070  00 

Scranton 3,500  00 

Lancaster 3,000  00 

New    Castle,     1,500  00 

Lebanon 1,800  00 

Allentown,    2,200  00 

Wilkes-Barre 5,000  00 

Muncy 2,500  00 

Smethport,     2,500  00 

Mercer,     2,000  00 

Belleville 1,500  00 

Gilbert,    1,800  00 

Norristown 3,000  00 

Washingtonville,    ...  1,500  00 

Nazareth,    2,100  00 

Sunbury,    1,800  00 

New  Bloomfield,    ...  1,450  00 

Matamoras 1,500  00 

Coudersport 1,600  00 

Pottsville,     3,500  00 

Middlebursr 1,135  00 

Somerset 2,000  00 

Dushore 1.500  00 

Kineplev 1,668  00 

Mansfield '  2.000  00 

Millmont 1,015  00 

Franklin 2,100  00 

Warren 1,720  00 

Washington.    '  2,000  00 

Hawlev,     '  1,600  00 

Greensburg 4,000  00 

Tunkhannock 1,600  00 

York,    !  2,500  00 
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Allegheny 

Allentown 

Alliance 

Altoona 

Archbald 

Ashland.     

Bangor,     

Beaver  Falls,    

Bethlehem 

Braddock 

Bradford 

Bristol,    

Butler,     

Carbondale 

C;u  lisle 

Chambersburg.     

Charleroi,    

Cheltenham    township 
(Montgomery  Co.)    .. 

Chester 

Coal  township  (North- 
umberland Co.).    

Coatesville,     

Columbia,    

Conshohocken 

Corry,    

Danville,     

DuBois,     

Dunmore,    

Easton,    

Erie 

Franklin,    

Greensburg,    

Greenville,     

Hanover 

Harrisburg,     

Hazleton 

Hazle   township    (Lu- 
zerne Co.),    

Homestead,    

Huntingdon 

Jeannette,    

Johnstown 

Kittanning 

Lancaster 

Lansford,     

Lebanon,    

Le  wist  own,     

Lock  Haven 

Lower     Merion     Twp. 
(Montgomery   Co.),., 

McKeesport,     

McKees  Rocks,    , 

Mahanoy  City 

Mahanoy         township 
(Schuylkill  Co.),    ... 

Meadville 

Middletown,     

Milton 

Monep?en,    

Mount   Carmel 

Nanticoke 

New  Brighton 

Newcastle,   

Newport          township 
(Luzerne  Co.) 


John  Morrow,   —    Allegheny $5 

Francis  D.  Raub Allentown 2 

W.   D.  Dandis,    Siegfried 1 

H.  H.  Baish Altoona 2 

William  A.  Kelly Archbald 1 

William  C.   Estler Ashland 1 

John  W.  Gruver Bangor 1 

Andrew  Lester Beaver  Falls,    1 

Fred.  W.  Bobbins Bethlehem 2 

Grant  Norris i  Braddock 2 

E.  E.  Miller Bradford 2 

Louise  D.  Baggs Bristol 1 

John  A.  Gibson Butler, 2 

Thomas  L.  Gilmartin, .. :  Carbondale 1 

John  C.  Wagner Carlisle 

Samuel  Gelwix Chambersburg 1 

W.  D.  Wright Charleroi 1 


,000  00 
,500  00 
,400  00 
,000  00 
,500  00 
,500  00 
,500  00 
,800  00 
,000  00 
,400  00 
,600  00 
,000  00 
,600  00 
,800  00 
,550  00 
,200  00 
,700  00 


William  G.  Cleaver, 
Thomas  S.  Cole,    ... 


Elkins   Park 2,400  00 

Chester,    2,200  00 


S.  C.  Yocum Shamokin,    1, 

Wm.  Truman  Gordon,..  Coatesville 1, 

Daniel  Fleisher,   Columbia,    1, 

E.  B.  Ziegler,    Conshohocken 1, 

Virgil  G.  Curtis,"!.'.'....  Corry,    1, 

D.  N.  Dieffenbacher,    ..  Danville,     1, 

J.  H.  Alleman DuBois,    2, 

Charles  F.  Hoban,   Dunmore 1, 

Wm.  W.  Cottingham.  ..  Easton 2, 

H.  C.  Missimer,    Erie 3, 

N.   P.   Kinslev Franklin,     . 


Thomas  S.  March, 
Grant  B.  Gerberich,    .. 

Joseph  C.  Carey 

Frederick  E.  Downes, 
David  A.  Harman,    .  . 


Joseph  B.   Gabrio 

James  M.  Norris 

E.  R.  Barclay 

Theo.  B.   Shank 

James  N.  Muir 

F.  W.   Goodwin 

R.  K.  Buehrle 

Elmer  E.  Kuntz.    

R.   T.  Adams 

William    F.    Kennedy, 
Edward  S.  Ling , 


Homer  J.  Wightman, 

J.  B.  Richey,    

F.  H.  Powers,   

W.  N.  Ehrhart,    


Frank  J.  Noonan 

R.  H.  Bellows 

H.  J.  Wickey,    

W.  A.  Wilson 

Robert  W.  Himelick.    . 

S.  H.  Dean,   

John  William  Griffith,. 

Clyde  C.  Green 

Thomas  A.  Kimes,    ... 


Greensburg 3 

Greenville,    1 

Hanover,     1 

Harrisburg,    2 

Hazleton 2 


800  00 
750  00 
600  00 
,500  00 
,600  00 
,200  00 
,000  00 
,920  00 
,000  00 
,600  00 
,000  00 
,000  00 
,600  00 
,320  00 
,800  00 
,500  00 


H.  U.  Nyhart, 


Hazleton 2,100  00 

Homestead 2,400  00 

Huntingdon 1,350  00 

Jeannette 1,800  00 

Johnstown,     2,500  00 

Kittanning 1,700  00 

Lancaster 2,000  00 

Lansford 1,500  00 

Lebanon 1.700  00 

Lewistown,    1,400  00 

Lock  Haven 1,200  00 

Ardmore,    3,000  (0 

McKeesport 3,000  00 

McKees  Rocks,    2,250  00 

Mahanoy  City 1,650  00 

Saint  Nicholas 1,800  00 

Meadville 1,800  00 

Middletown 1,080  00 

Milton 1,800  00 

Monessen 1,800  00 

Mount    Carmel 1,650  00 

Nanticoke 2,400  00 

New  Brighton 2,000  00 

Newcastle 2,000  00 

Glenlyon I  2,000  00 


560  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

CITY,     BOROUGH    AND    TOWNSHIP    SUPERINTENDENTS— Continued. 


City,     Borough    or 
Township, 


Norristown,     

Oil  City 

Old   Forge,    

Olyphant,     

Philadelphia ,     

Phoenixville 

Pittsburg 

Pottstown 

Pottsville 

Punxsutawney,    

Radnor  township  (Del 

aware  Co.) 

Reading,     

Rochester 

Scranton 

Shamokin 

Sharon,    

Shenandoah 

South  Bethlehem,    ... 

South  Sharon 

Steelton 

Sunbury,     

Tamaqua,    

Tarentum 

Taylor 

Titusville 

Tyrone 

Uniontown,     

Washington ,    

Waynesboro 

West  Chester,   

Wilkes-Barre 

Wilkinsburg,    

Williamsport 

Winton 

York 


Name. 


Postoffice. 


AllenS.  Martin 

James  J.  Palmer 

Francis  R.  Coyne 

M.  W.  Cummings 

Martin  G.  Brumbaugh, 
Robert  E.  Laramy,   ... 

Samuel  Andrews 

W.  W.  Rupert 

Stephen  A.  Thurlow,    . 
A.  M.  Hammers 

George  H.  Wilson 

CharlesS.  Foos 

Orrin  C.   Lester 

George  Howell , 

Joseph  Howerth 

Samuel  H.  Hadley,   

J.  W.  Cooper,   

Owen  R.  Wilt,    

Jesse  M.  Hostetter 

L.  E.  McGinnes 

I.  C.  M.  Ellenberger,    .. 

J.  F.  Derr 

Andrew  Doak   Endsley 

M.  J.  Lloyd 

Henry  Pease 

H.  S.  Fleck 

C.  J.  Scott 

William  Krichbaum,    .. 

J.  H.  Reber,    

Addison  L.  Jones 

James  M.  Coughlin,  ... 

James  L.  Allison 

Charles  Lose,    

John  J.  Judge 

Atreus  Wanner 


Norristown 2,500  00 

Oil   City,    2,500  00 

Old  Forge,    1,500  00 

Olyphant,    1,500  00 

Philadelphia,     7,500  00 

Phoenixville,     1,800  00 

Pittsburg,    :  6,000  00 

Pottstown i  1,600  00 

Pottsville ]  1,800  00 

Punxsutawney,     !  1,800  00 


Salary. 


Wayne,    2, 

Reading,    3, 

Rochester,    1, 

Scranton 4, 

Shamokin [  2. 

Sharon !  2, 

Shenandoah,    i  2, 

South  Bethlehem,    ..  1, 

South    Sharon 1, 

Steelton !  2. 

Sunbury !  1, 

Tamaqua 1. 

Tarentum,     |  2, 

Taylor 1, 

Titusville ;  2, 

Tyrone,     '  1, 

Uniontown j  2, 

Washington 2, 

Waynesboro,     I  1, 


West  Chester, 
Wilkes-Barre, 
Wilkinsburg, 
Williamsport, 

Winton,  

York 


400  00 
000  00 
600  00 
000  00 
000  00 
000  00 
000  00 
500  00 
600  00 
250  00 
800  00 
500  00 
333  00 
500  00 
250  00 
400  00 
300  00 
500  00 
300  00 
500  00 
000  00 
700  00 
500  oO 
500  00 
250  00 
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REPORTS  BY  COUNTIES. 

Written.     Statistical. 
Page.  Page. 

Adams 1  262 

Allegheny,    4  266 

Armstrong 6  274 

Beaver 7  278 

Bedford 9  282 

Berks 10  286 

Biair 13  290 

Bradford ,     16  292 

Bucks 18  296 

Butler 19  300 

Cambria,     22  304 

Cameron 24  308 

Carbon 25  310 

Centre 28  312 

Chester 29  316 

Clarion 31  320 

Clearfield 33  324 

Clinton 35  328 

Columbia 37  332 

Crawford ,    39  336 

Cumberland 40  340 

Dauphin 42  344 

Delaware,    45  348 

Elk ' 47  352 

Erie 50  354 

Fayette 51  358 

Forest 54  362 

Franklin 56  364 

Fulton 58  366 

Greene 59  368 

Huntingdon,     60  370 

Indiana 62  374 

Jefferson,     64  378 

Juniata,    66  382 

Lackawanna 68  384 

Lancaster,     71  388 

Lawrence,     73  392 

Lebanon 75  394 

Lehigh 77  396 

Luzerne,    79  398 
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Lycoming,     

McKean,    

Mercer,    

Mifflin,    

Monroe 

Montgomery,    

Montour,    

Northampton,     .. 
Northumberland , 

Perry,    

Pike 

Potter,     

Schuylkill 

Snyder 

Somerset,    

Sullivan 

Susquehanna,     .. 

Tioga,   

Union 

Venango,    

Warren,    

Washington,    .... 

Wayne,    

Westmoreland,    . 

Wyoming,     

York 


Off.  Doc. 

Written. 

Statistical. 

Page. 

Page. 

80 

402 

83 

406 

84 

408 

85 

412 

88 

414 

89 

416 

92 

420 

93 

422 

96 

426 

98 

430 

99 

432 

100 

434 

102 

438 

104 

442 

106 

444 

108 

448 

no 

450 

112 

454 

113 

458 

115 

460 

117 

464 

119 

468 

120 

472 

122 

474 

125 

478 

128 

48k' 

WRITTEN  REPORTS  OF  CITY,  BOROUGH  AND  TOWNSHIP  SUPERIN- 
TENDENTS. 

Page. 

Allegheny 13? 

Allentown,     133 

Altoona,     134 

Archbald,     136 

Ashland 137 

Bangor,    137 

Bethlehem,     139 

Braddock,     140 

Bradford 142 

Bristol 142 

Butler 143 

Carlisle 144 

Chambersburg 145 

Cheltenham    township   (Montgomery   Co.),    146 

Chester,     148 

Coal  township  (Northumberland  Co) ,    148 

Coatesville,    150 

Columbia,     151 


No.   6.                                                              INDEX.  563 

Page. 

Conshohocken 153 

Danville 153 

DuBois 155 

Dunmore lo7 

Easton 158 

Erie,     160 

Greensburg 162 

Hanover,    164 

Harrisburg 165 

Hazleton 167 

Hazle   township    (Luzerne   Co.),    168 

Homestead 169 

Huntingdon 170 

Jeannette 171 

Johnstown,    172 

Lancaster,     174 

Lansford 176 

Lebanon 178 

McKeesport 179 

Mahanoy   City 181 

Mahanoy  township  (Schuylkill  Co.) 183 

Meadville,     184 

Middletown 185 

Milton,     186 

Monessen 186 

Mount  Carmel ,    187 

Nanticoke,     187 

New  Brighton 189 

New  Castle,    189 

Newport  township   (Luzerne  Co.) ,    190 

Norristown,    191 

Oil  City,    192 

Olyphant,    193 

Phoenixville 195 

Pittsburg 196 

Pottstown ,    198 

Pottsville 198 

Punxsutawney,    199 

Radnor  township  (Delaware  Co.) 200 

Reading 201 

Rochester 206 

Scranton 208 

Shamokin 210 

Sharon 211 

Shenandoah 212 

South  Bethlehem 213 

South   Sharon 214 

Steelton 215 

Sunbury 217 

Tarentum 221 

Taylor 222 

Titusville 224 

Tyrone,     224 
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Page. 

Washington 225 

Waynesboro ,     227 

West  Chester,    228 

Wilkes-Barre,    230 

Wilkinsburg,    233 

Williamsport 234 

York 237 
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Page. 

West  Chester,    238 

Millersville 240 

Kutztown 244 

East  Stroudsburg 244 

Mansfield 245 

Bloomsburg 246 

Shippensburg,    247 

Lock  Haven 248 

Indiana 250 

California 251 

Slippery   Rock 254 

Edinboro,     256 

Clarion 258 


REPORTS   OF  DEANS  OF  STATE  SUMMER   SCHOOLS. 

Mountain  Summer  Assembly,  Ebensburg 

Pennsylvania  Chatauqua ,   Mount  Gretna 

Pocono  Pines  Assembly,   Pocono  Pines,    


BIENNIAL  REPORT  ON  HIGHER  EDUCATION. 


Letter   of   Transmittal,    

Report  on  Higher  Education, 


Page. 
532 
533 
534 


Page. 
537 
538 
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Annual  written  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction V 

Annual  statistical  reports  of  county  superintendents,  518 

Annual    statistical    reports    of    city,    borough    and    township    superin- 
tendents   520 

Average  length  of  school  term  by  counties,   494 

Average  monthly  wages  of  female  teachers 492 

Average  monthly  wages  of  male  teachers,   493 

College  and  University  Council ,  members  of 536 

Cornplanter   Indian    School 498 

Distribution  of  State  aid  to  Normal  School  students 498 

Estimated  value  of  school  property  in  counties,   cities  and  boroughs,..  496 

Institute  reports,  couuty  and  city,   511 

Index  to  written  report  of  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction I 

Index  to  written  and  statistical  reports  of  county  superintendents 56] 

Index  to  written  reports  of  city,  borough  and  township  superintendents,  561 

Index  to  reports  of  deans  of  State  summer  schools,   564 

Index  to  reports  of  Normal  School  principals 564 

NORMAL  SCHOOLS: 

Date  of  recognition 504 

Distribution  of  State  aid  to  Normal  School  students 498 

Expenses — 

Books  and  stationery ,    508 

Debt  and  interest  paid ,    508 

Educational    equipment 508 

Fuel ,   light  and  water 507 

Furniture  and    furnishing,    507 

Insurance,     508 

New  buildings  and  grounds ,   507 

Printing  and  advertising,   507 

Provisions ,    507 

Repairs ,    507 

Salaries  of  teachers, 508 

Wages  of  employes 508 

Floating  debt ,    506 

Insurance  on  buildings  and  contents 506 

Mortgages,     506 

Number  of  State  certificates  granted ,    504 

Number  of  students  attending  in  1908 504 

Number  of  students  graduated  in  1908,    504 

Number  of  students  graduated  since  organization 504 

(565) 
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Page. 

Number  of  students  receiving  State  aid 504 

Number  of  pupils  in  model  schools , 504 

Number  of  teachers,    504 

Receipts — 

Balance  in  treasury 509 

Board  and  tuition,   509 

Books  and  stationery 509 

Loans,    509 

State   appropriation ,    509 

Stock  outstanding 506 

Students  expenses 510 

Value  of  grounds,  buildings,  furniture,   libraries,  apparatus,  etc.,..  505 

Volumes  in  libraries,   505 

PENNSYLVANIA  SCHOOL  OFFICERS: 

Officers  of  the  Department,    555 

Principals  of  State  Normal  Schools,   555 

County  superintendents 558 

City,  borough  and  township  superintendents 559 

Permanent  certificates  issued 503 

Permanent  certificates,   names  of  members  of  committees,    499 

Private  educational  institutions  by  counties,   524 

PRIVATE  EDUCATIONAL  INSTITUTIONS,  CLASSIFIED: 

Business  and  commercial  schools,    530 

Colleges  and  universities,    542,547,550,553 

Colleges   of    pharmacy 542,546,549,552 

Dental  colleges 542,546,549,552 

Industrial  schools ,    531 

Law   schools 542,546,549,552 
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